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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E piscopal leaders publicly discussed for 
the first time on June 7 the anticipated 
cost of moving to a shorter, smaller 
80th General Convention. The in-

creased expense of scaling down the gathering 
in Baltimore will more than offset any sav-
ings, they said, leaving the church with a net 
additional cost of about $1.1 million.

The discussion of the financial impact of the 
80th General Convention occurred during a 
meeting of Executive Council, one of the day’s 
two online meetings to finalize proposed chang-
es put forth by the Presiding Officers’ General 
Convention Design Group. Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry and the Rev. Gay Clark Jen-
nings, House of Deputies president, formed the 
group in response to lingering concerns about 
COVID-19 transmission at the large, church-
wide gathering.

During the first meet-
ing, Bryan Krislock, the 
House of Deputies’ parlia-
mentarian and co-chair of 
the design group, presented 
the group’s recommenda-
tions to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Planning 
and Arrangements. Key 
recommendations included 
reducing the convention 
from eight to four days, 
July 8-11, limiting attend-
ees and expanding public 
health precautions, such 
as requiring daily negative 
coronavirus tests.

“We had to select a 
period of time where 
we could be good stewards of the church’s 
resources,” Krislock said in explaining the 
choice of dates. A four-day conference also 
helps minimize the threat of “cycles of infec-
tions,” and it follows the suggestion of a pub-
lic health expert previously hired by Jennings 
with Executive Council’s authorization.

The Planning and Arrangements commit-
tee voted to accept the design group’s recom-
mendations as well as an updated schedule. 
Executive Council, though not required to 
approve the full plan, signed off specifically 
on the date changes in its early afternoon 
meeting. Curry and Jennings now may put 
the new plan into action while the design 
group finalizes remaining details for the in-
person gathering, such as setting a worship 

schedule and prioritizing resolutions for the 
shorter legislative session.

The design group recommended a June 6 
deadline for new resolutions, and legislative 
committees, while continuing to meet online 
this month, have been asked to conclude their 
work by June 25 so that the House of Bishops 
and House of Deputies can devote their four 
days in Baltimore to legislative sessions.

Diane Pollard, an Executive Council 
member from the Diocese of New York, 
praised the General Convention Office and 
other church leaders for acting so quickly 
to reshape the gathering in Baltimore in re-
sponse to concerns raised over the continued 
threat of COVID-19 infection. The move to 
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Shift to shorter, smaller General Convention could 
cost Episcopal Church estimated $1.1 million

continued on page 6

——  Due to U.S. Postal Service delays, Episcopal Journal subscribers may receive the newspaper later than usual.  ——

Check for updated General Convention info
Keep up-to-date with breaking news and plans for the 
80th General Convention
General Convention:  
https://www.generalconvention.org/
Guiding Principles: https://extranet.generalconvention.
org/staff/files/download/31739
Health and Safety: https://www.generalconvention.
org/announcements/2022/4/27/health-and-safety-at-
the-80th-general-convention
Episcopal News Service:  
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
The Living Church: https://livingchurch.org/ 
80th-general-convention/
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The Episcopal Church is scheduled to meet July 8-11 at the Baltimore 
Convention Center for the 80th General Convention. 

By Episcoapl News Service

T he U.S. Supreme Court on June 
24 upheld a Mississippi law 
that outlaws abortions after 15 
weeks of pregnancy, effectively 

overruling Roe v. Wade, the almost 
50-year-old opinion that guaranteed a 
constitutional right to abortion.

“The Constitution makes no refer-
ence to abortion, and no such right is 
implicitly protected by any constitution-
al provision,” Justice Samuel Alito wrote, in 
his 79-page majority opinion. In the past, the 
Supreme Court has held that the “due pro-
cess” clause of the Fourteenth Amendment 
guarantees “some rights that are not men-
tioned in the Constitution,” Alito wrote, “but 

any such right must be ‘deeply rooted in this 
Nation’s history and tradition’ and ‘implicit in 
the concept of ordered liberty.’

“It is time to heed the Constitution and 
return the issue of abortion to the people’s 
elected representatives.”

The Episcopal Church’s two presid-
ing officers, Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry and the Rev. Gay Clark Jen-
nings, president of the House of Depu-
ties, issued statements reacting to the 
decision.

“While I, like many, anticipated this 
decision, I am deeply grieved by it,” 
Curry said in his written statement. 
“We as a church have tried carefully to 
be responsive both to the moral value 
of women having the right to deter-

mine their healthcare choices as well as the 
moral value of all life. Today’s decision insti-
tutionalizes inequality because women with 
access to resources will be able to exercise 
their moral judgment in ways that women 

Episcopal leaders voice grief at Supreme Court ruling  
ending constitutional protection for right to abortion

Photo/John Brighenti/Wikimedia Commons

Protestors gathering in front of the Supreme Court building 
after the ruling on Roe v. Wade.

continued on page 16
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By Lynn Shuler Teague

ONE OF THE many 
things I value about 
the Episcopal Church 
is its official position 
that women should 
have moral agency in 
the difficult issue of 

abortion. The teachings of our Church 
tell us that abortion is not to be used for 
“mere convenience” or as a substitute for 

birth control. However, the Church af-
firms the dignity and bodily autonomy 
of those who are pregnant and clearly 
opposes legislation to prohibit abortion. 

I therefore was surprised by Dr. 
Brown’s article in the June Episcopal 
Journal (originally reported in Religion 
Unplugged “Is Roe v. Wade about to be 
overturned? And if so, what are the im-
plications?”) that tells us what he expects 
if Roe v. Wade ends or is greatly weak-
ened in the Supreme Court decision 

in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health. 
He tells us that we can expect violence, 
which he specifies probably will come 
from “leftists.” (He fails to identify his 
credentials as an expert on extremist vio-
lence.) He appears to have little or no 
concern for either the official position 
of the Episcopal Church or the United 
States Constitution’s protections against 
forcing all to live by the religious beliefs 
of some, views that most Americans do 
not share. His stated expectations do not 

extend to the great harm that will be in-
flicted on individuals who are prohibited 
from terminating their pregnancies by 
the very extreme anti-abortion bills that 
are now being passed in many states, in 
expectation of putting them into place 
soon after the Supreme Court rules. 

I don’t look to the Episcopal Church 
for perspectives like Dr. Brown’s. For 
that, I have those who I hear at the South 
Carolina Statehouse speaking on behalf 

By Pamela A. Lewis 

ONE OF THE most 
frequently used words 
in modern English is 
“great.” It’s an all-pur-
pose adjective we use 
indiscriminately to de-
fine the quality of a wide 

range of people, places, things, events, and 
experiences, regardless of whether they 
deserve such high praise. “Great” has be-
come the ultimate superlative: He’s a great 
guy; (Title) is a great movie!; You got the 
job? Great!; “Make America Great Again!” 
Two of the world’s most famous novels in-
clude the word, “The Great Gatsby” and 
“Great Expectations.” And, what with all 
of its horror and devastation, World War I 
came to be known as the “Great War.” In 
these last three examples, “great” refers to 
renown, as well as to amplitude.

Of late, there has been another use of 
the word “great,” and though it has been 
around for several years, I only recently 
became aware of the term the “great re-
placement.”

While the slogan has stealthily yet in-
creasingly made its way into American 

right-wing socio-political rhetoric and 
has become the currency within white 
supremacist circles both in this country 
and abroad, it was first conceived and 
expanded by Renaud Camus, a little-
known gay French writer who was once 
a member of the Socialist party 
and was active in leftist politics.

According to Camus (no 
relation to Albert Camus, the 
great 20th-century French au-
thor, best known for his novel 
“The Stranger”), who resides in 
the south of France in a refur-
bished medieval castle, the idea 
of the “le grand remplacement” 
first took root when, while visit-
ing a 1,000-year-old village, he spied a 
group of veiled women milling around 
a fountain. Those veil-clad, Muslim 
women, standing around the fountain 
in the heart of what Camus (and many 
of his fellow Frenchmen) understands as 
“la France éternelle” (“eternal France”) 
represented a new and disturbing reality: 
the population and the culture of eter-
nal France — the glorious France of ca-
thedrals and châteaux pictured in glossy 
travel brochures — were changing.

In 2002, Camus formed his own polit-
ical party, which he named “l’Innocence,” 
that called for the end to all immigration 
and promoted sending nonwhite immi-
grants and their children back to their 
countries of origin. But in 2012, when 

he began using the phrase “great replace-
ment” and wrote a book bearing the same 
title, Camus’ fame began to grow.

In its simplest terms, according to 
Camus, the great replacement means the 
“replacement of a people, the indigenous 
French people, and, by extension, of its 
culture and cultural identity due to mul-
ticulturalism.”

France had long attracted European 
immigrants, drawn to the country by love 
for its strong visual and musical arts tradi-

tions. Numerous Americans — especially 
African American writers and musicians 
like James Baldwin, Sidney Béchet, and 
Josephine Baker — emigrated to France, 
seeking refuge from America’s entrenched 
racism or puritanical morality. However, 

immigrants from France’s former 
colonies in the Maghreb and in 
sub-Saharan Africa have not 
come “as friends,” according to 
Camus. Rather, driven by hatred 
and a desire to “punish” France, 
they have come intent on invad-
ing and conquering his beloved 
country. Nonwhite immigrants 
generally, and Muslims in par-
ticular (who comprise the largest 

immigrant group in France) are guilty of 
this plan, evidenced by their refusal to as-
similate into French society, but seeking 
instead to replace the indigenous French 
(and Christian) population.

Far-right politicians in Europe, 
notably Marine Le Pen, leader of 
France’s National Rally Party, who was 
defeated in her second attempt at the 
presidency against Emmanuel Macron, 
have embraced Camus’ ideas, despite 

      FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
AFTER YEAR-LONG delays  
and altered plans amid concerns 
and caution for everyone’s 
health and safety, the 80th 
General Convention is finally 
upon us. While the days, the 
number of attendees, hearings, 

and other offerings are massively scaled back, 
the spirit and determination of the Episcopal 
Church is undaunted.

All are agreed that, while this General Con-
vention will be different, many aspects of this 
“family reunion” will still be apparent. 

What exactly will we witness in July in 
Baltimore? Streamlined business sessions, 
reduced fellowship, less banter, more focus, 
elections (including the election of a president 
and a vice president of the House of Deputies), 
masks, no exhibits, no Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) Triennial. While all these factors 
contribute to a decidedly different General 
Convention, make no mistake — the Episcopal 
Church will endure. And there is a good chance 
the church will be stronger as a result of facing 

these issues head-on.
Meanwhile gun violence continues to plague 

us, this time tragically in one of our own church-
es. With articles on pages 12 and 13, we take a 
close look at this curse on society. The question 
remains — how long will gun violence  haunt 
this country?

It’s also time to take a peek at other elements  
of the upcoming season. To that end, a summer 
reading book selection is offered on pages 14 
and 15. And Americans will not be able to es-
cape the Supreme Court ruling affecting Roe v. 
Wade. One way or the other, it’s destined to be 
a hot topic all summer long and is discussed on 
pages 1 and 2.  

In “Thinking about speech” on Page 3, Speak-
ing to the Soul offers things to think about dur-
ing our current liturgical season of Pentecost. 

I have enjoyed the opportunity to step in for 
editor Solange De Santis for two issues. Solange 
returns from her vacation/respite shortly. Wel-
come back, Solange.

Have a pleasant summer, everyone!
 — Neva Rae Fox, guest editor
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‘�There�is�neither�Jew�nor�
Greek,�slave�nor�free,��
male�nor�female,�for�you�are�
all�one�in�Christ�Jesus.’�������������������������

—�Galatians�3:28

Response: Those of us who defend abortion rights  
are deeply concerned for the dignity of women

continued on page 16
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              SPEAKING TO THE SOUL: INSPIRATION FROM EPISCOPAL CAFÉ  

By Linda Ryan

I t’s funny how a song or a story will 
suddenly pop into the mind and 
sit there for a while. It almost begs, 
“Think about me. Why am I impor-

tant? What is going on in your life that 
brought me to mind?” Sometimes I can 
ignore it when it happens, but it often 
jumps on the hamster wheel of my brain 
and takes off, not stopping for anything.

Most recently, I was thinking of the 
story of the Tower of Babel, the construc-
tion project conceived by King Nimrod 
of Babylon that consisted of a tower that 
would reach to heaven and, therefore, 
to the gods (Gen. 11:1-9). It was a proj-
ect to show the importance, power, and 
greatness of both Nimrod and Babylon. 
We learned in Sunday School that it was 
the supreme act of hubris, something 
that the God of the Hebrews abhorred. 

As the tower grew in height, God made 
everybody speak in a different language 
so nobody could understand each other. 
The inevitable result was confusion and 
work-stoppage.  

The church’s feast we celebrate, the 
Day of Pentecost, began with the great 
gathering at Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Feast of Weeks. The disciples were pres-
ent, as were followers of The Way (as 
Jesus’s followers called it), and the Jews 
worshipping at the Temple. During the 
gathering, the Holy Spirit descended on 
the crowd. Suddenly, people were speak-
ing in languages that they hadn’t been 
able to use a second before.

The two stories, the Tower of Babel and 
Pentecost, both featured people speaking 
in other languages. In both, God was the 
initiator, although the reason for each 
was quite different. In Babylon, it was 
to prevent more self-glorification and 
presumption. In Jerusalem, it seemed to 
be a way of enabling the message of Je-
sus to be available for those living outside 
of Jerusalem or even on the trade routes 
through the country. One story showed 
how speech separated people. In contrast, 
the other showed where diversity of lan-
guage could bring people together. 

It’s no different today, and language 
can divide us or unite us. Even where di-
versity is acknowledged (if not universal-
ly celebrated), some people and groups 
hear particular languages spoken and 
immediately react with fear and anger. 
I’m somewhat ashamed that I live in a 
primarily Hispanic city, but I speak only 

a few words of Spanish. Suppose I was 
in a more evangelical kind of Christian-
ity. In that case, I might feel even worse 
since I would probably be expected to 
evangelize, so I would need Spanish. On 
the other hand, I could evangelize with-
out speaking a word in any language. All 
it would take would be to live as Jesus 
wants me to and love my neighbors, 
show mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

Pass the word — no matter how you 
do it.   n

Thinking about speech

Art/Wikimedia Commons

Detail from “The Pentecost” by El Greco from 
Museo Nacional del Prado.

By Rosalind Hughes

T he trouble with 
the bird feeder 
hanging from my 
study window, 

apart from the way that 
it attracts the cats, who 
hurl themselves at the 
feathered visitors without a 
care for books, laptop, papers, 
nor even their own “thud” against 
the glass — the other problem is that it 
is difficult to tell when supplies are get-
ting low. The birds are adept at shelling 
the seeds, and neatly dropping the husks 
back into the receptacle, so that it always 
looks full, no matter how empty its in-
sides may be.

I wonder how many of us are dressed 
in empty flesh, hearts drained by preda-
tory anxiety and depletion. Perhaps that 

is why Paul found the need to 
warn, in today’s epistle, “If… 

you bite and devour one 
another, take care that you 
are not consumed by one 
another” (Galatians 5:15).

But God has a reputa-
tion for feeding the birds 

(Matthew 6:26). I am re-
minded that if my prayers 

feel hollow, throwing husks 
back into the bowl is not the answer. 

It is time, instead, to look for the hand of 
Providence, to cry as a bird in the nest, 
to look up, and not down into the emp-
tiness at my own feet.

God is not fooled by my feathers. God 
sees my hunger. God hears my prayer. As 
a more generous hand than mine more 
regularly refills the bird feeder, God will 
fill my bowl with mercy.   n
Photo/Ali Kurmasha/unsplash.com
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of evangelical and Roman Catholic de-
nominations (when those same religious 
representatives aren’t busy fighting to 
restrict the rights of LGBTQ persons, 
limit what can be taught in schools, or 
drain public money into private schools, 
most of them founded and supported 
to avoid school integration). This sum-
mer we will hear this again, as the South 
Carolina General Assembly takes up an 
abortion prohibition bill that the Gover-
nor has demanded include no exceptions 
at all. This will echo what has already 
happened in other states and could hap-
pen in more. 

Dr. Brown should be pleased to hear 
that even when faced with this terrible 
prospect, the pro-choice people of my 
acquaintance are not planning the vio-
lence that he predicts. We are planning, 
though. We are planning to help the 
victims who he doesn’t even mention in 
passing. Those are the 11-year-old incest 
victims, victims of rape, impoverished 
women with more children than they 
can care for, women whose health is at 
risk, and all the others whose lives will 
be harmed and even endangered. They 
include those persons who tragically will 
be forced to continue wanted pregnan-
cies that have gone terribly wrong, to an 
awful end that bears no resemblance to 
the loved baby that they anticipated.

The victims will include women who 

will die. Our nation already has a dis-
gracefully high maternal mortality rate. 
That mortality rate is especially high for 
women of color. They will suffer dispro-
portionately from the draconian abortion 
bans awaiting the demise of Roe. Even for 
those with good access to medical care, 
lives will be in danger, and many will be 
lost, when physicians are compelled to 
wait until maternal death is otherwise in-
evitable before ending a pregnancy. 

The victims will include those who 
had have miscarriages or stillbirths and 
will be charged with crimes, in the sus-
picion that something they did contrib-
uted to the loss of the pregnancy. This is 
already happening. 

At a very basic level, everyone should 
be concerned about the disregard for the 
personal autonomy and dignity of preg-
nant persons in the laws that will take ef-
fect with the end of Roe, as well as the 
damage to the separation of church and 
state. When coercion by the state is in 
question, laws must be built on a founda-
tion of generally shared moral principles, 
not the beliefs of specific religious tradi-
tions. Equating a pre-viability fetus with 

a living breathing person is a religious 
belief that most Americans do not share. 
Extreme abortion prohibitions giving 
these fetuses legal rights equal to those 
of pregnant persons violate the Establish-
ment and Free Exercise clauses of the First 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 
This case has been made in detail by con-
stitutional scholars in the 1992 volume 
“Abortion Rights as Religious Freedom” 
edited by Peter Wenz, and by many other 
legal scholars since then. 

Those of us who defend abortion 

rights are deeply concerned for the dig-
nity of women. At its foundation, an end 
to Roe is an end to women having au-
thority over decisions that determine the 
course of our lives. This does not dismay 
denominations that teach that women 
do not have the authority of men in the 
family, in the church, and in society — 
which are, not by coincidence, the same 
churches lobbying for abortion bans. 
However, it should dismay members of 
the Episcopal Church, which teaches the 
dignity of all and in the case of abortion, 
great personal moral responsibility rath-
er than government coercion.   n 

Lynn Teague is a member of Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral Parish in Columbia, 
S.C. She is also an active volunteer advo-
cate as the principal lobbyist for the League 
of  Women Voters of South Carolina.

‘�Laws�must�be�built�on�a�foundation�of�
generally�shared�moral�principles,�not�the�
beliefs�of�specific�religious�traditions.’

ROE V. WADE continued from page 2
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E piscopalians in the 
Diocese of South 
Carolina are look-
ing to the future 

after the state Supreme 
Court, ruling largely in 
the diocese’s favor last 
month, offered a note of 
relative finality to the dio-
cese’s decade-long legal 
battle with a breakaway 
group over its claim to 
Episcopal church prop-
erty.

It was a bittersweet 
ending, Bishop Ruth 
Woodliff-Stanley emphasized in an interview with 
Episcopal News Service. The South Carolina Supreme 
Court’s April 20 ruling brought joy to some in her dio-
cese and renewed grief to others. The court concluded 
a group that left the church and joined the Anglican 
Church in North America, or ACNA, must return 14 
church properties it claimed in 2012 to the Episcopal 
Diocese of South Carolina, as well as diocesan proper-
ties that include St. Christopher Camp and Conference 
Center on Seabrook Island.

On the other hand, the court allowed ACNA to re-
tain possession of 15 other church properties. “There 
are some folks grieving the loss,” Woodliff-Stanley said 
of Episcopalians in her diocese. “They had been hope-
ful that they might be able to return to the property 
that had been home to them.”

The court based its decision on a variety of factors, 
including whether the 29 ACNA parishes in question 
had created an “irrevocable trust in favor of the Na-
tional Church and its diocese.” It concluded that 14 

had done so and 15 hadn’t.  
The ruling likely signals the 
final chapter in a schism 
begun in 2012 that forced 
many remaining members of 
the sharply diminished Epis-
copal diocese to join other 
nearby Episcopal congrega-
tions or plant new churches.

Today, the Episcopal dio-
cese appears ready to move on. 
With about 7,500 members 
in 31 congregations, it is fo-
cused on advocating for racial 
and social justice in its com-
munities, fostering healing 
among its congregations and 
“building the future church,” 
Woodliff-Stanley said.

At the same time, tensions appear to be easing be-
tween the Episcopal and ACNA dioceses. Woodliff-
Stanley, who was consecrated in October, contacted her 
ACNA counterpart the day after the April 20 ruling 
and suggested a meeting later that day. ACNA Bish-
op Chip Edgar, also newly consecrated as of March, 
agreed, and the two met at Grace Church Cathedral in 
Charleston. On April 22, they sat for a joint interview 
with a Post and Courier reporter.

With their dioceses no longer legal adversaries, both 
bishops struck a cautious, conciliatory tone in the Post 
and Courier interview. “There’s an imperative to ex-
plore whether we can’t move forward in a very different 
sort of spirit than we have been in the past,” Edgar told 
the newspaper. Two weeks later, on May 6, the ACNA 
diocese announced it would not seek a review of the 
state Supreme Court’s ruling.

Independently, however, eight ACNA parishes filed 
a petition requesting their own reviews of the ruling, a 
process less lengthy or extensive than an appeal. “Nev-

ertheless, we are preparing for the next steps in bringing 
this dispute to a resolution and charting a creative path 
forward for the entire diocese,” the ACNA diocese said.

Episcopal leaders consider the case effectively closed. 
“We feel that there is finality here, and it has been a 
long arc,” Woodliff-Stanley told ENS.   n

Mark�Stevenson�elected��
14th�bishop�of�Virginia

More than 450 lay and clerical 
delegates elected the Rev. Canon 
Mark Stevenson as the 14th bishop 
diocesan of the Diocese of Virginia 
on the second ballot June 4.

Stevenson is the canon to the presiding bishop 
for ministry within the Episcopal Church. He is the 
principal liaison between Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry and the House of Bishops, the various dioceses 
and many of the governing bodies of the Episcopal 
Church.

Before being called to this role in September 2018, 
Stevenson was the director of Episcopal Migration 
Ministries, leading a dedicated team in executing a 
national program of refugee resettlement. Previously, 
he served as domestic poverty missioner for the 
Episcopal Church.

Stevenson served as canon to the ordinary in the 
Diocese of Louisiana from August 2005 until Sep-
tember 2013. Following Hurricane Katrina, Steven-
son worked closely with local, regional, national and 
international leaders and groups to put into place 
the processes for effective relief and other ministries. 
He was the rector in two parishes: the Church of 
the Annunciation in New Orleans and the Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Maitland, Fla. His time 
at both churches focused on developing ministries 
with youth and revitalizing ministries of stewardship, 

Christian education and community outreach.
Stevenson and his wife of 27 years, Joy, live in Lou-

isville, Ky., with their border collie, Franklin.
— Diocese of Virginia 

Jeffrey�Mello�elected��
16th�bishop�of�Connecticut

The Rev. Jeffrey Mello, rector 
of St. Paul’s in Brookline, Mass., 
was elected on May 21 as the 16th 
bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut, pending the required 

consents from a majority of bishops with jurisdiction 
and standing committees of the Episcopal Church.

Mello was elected on the sixth ballot out of a slate 
of five nominees. He received 129 votes of 225 cast 
in the lay order and 113 of 175 cast in the clergy 
order. An election on that ballot required 114 in the 
lay order and 89 in the clergy order.

The election was held during the diocese’s special 
election convention at the Connecticut Conven-
tion Center, as well as an auxiliary location at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Hartford. Pending a successful 
consent process, Mello will succeed the Rt. Rev. Ian 
T. Douglas, who announced his retirement just over 
one year ago.

The consecration is scheduled to take place Oct. 
15, 2022, at the Connecticut Convention Center in 
Hartford. 

— Episcopal Church in Connecticut

TRANSITIONS

      AROUND THE CHURCH

South Carolina diocese in talks with ACNA on property transfers
after ruling signals end to decade-long dispute

Stevenson

Mello

Photo/Molly Hamilton 

Bishop Ruth Woodliff-Stanley of the Episcopal Diocese 
of South Carolina meets April 22 with Bishop Chip 
Edgar, her counterpart in the Anglican Church in North 
America, at Grace Church Cathedral in Charleston. 

E piscopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Cur-
ry invites Episcopalians everywhere to mark the 
season after Pentecost with 30 days of prayer 
leading up to and encompassing the 80th Gen-

eral Convention in Baltimore, Maryland.
 “A Season of Prayer for Revival” — through July 

11 — features daily prayers drawn from the Book of 
Common Prayer. Individuals can sign up online at 
https://dfms.formstack.com/forms/season_of_prayer 
to receive the prayers and 
inspirational messages via 
email. The prayers will 
also be posted daily on so-
cial media accounts for the 
Episcopal Church and For-
ward Movement.

Downloadable bulletin inserts are available at www.
episcopalchurch.org/ministries/evangelism/season-
of-prayer-for-revival for congregational use. All mate-
rials are in Spanish and English.

“As we move toward and adapt to a shorter, smaller 
General Convention, I invite every Episcopalian — 
whether you’re in Baltimore or Alaska or Honduras, 
whether you’re a deputy, a bishop, or a new member 
sitting in the pews — I invite all of us to pause each day 
just for a moment to pray for the expansive, reviving 
power of the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and minds,” 
Curry said. “We are people of common prayer; may 
we embrace this season as an opportunity for us all to 
become a church that truly lives, looks, and loves like 
Jesus.”

The 80th General Convention is scheduled for July 8-11.
— Office of Public Affairs

Presiding bishop calls for  
‘A Season of Prayer for Revival’

T he Rt. Rev. Edwin Leidel 
Jr., first bishop of the Dio-
cese of Eastern Michigan, 
died on June 5 of cancer at 

age 83.
Consecrated to serve the new 

diocese in 1996, Leidel served 10 
years as bishop diocesan. His min-
istry took him across the world, serving in the U.S. 
Navy Reserve as officer and chaplain, as a priest in 
Indiana, Australia and Minnesota, and to his be-
loved Great Lakes states, Michigan and Wisconsin.

“Ed was a pioneer, leading us into big questions 
of identity, structure, and call — questions we’re 
still mining today across The Episcopal Church,” 
said the Rt. Rev. Prince G. Singh, bishop provision-
al of the Dioceses of Eastern and Western Michi-
gan. “That he entered into God’s nearer presence on 
the feast of Pentecost is not lost on us.”

Leidel’s funeral was held at Christ Episcopal 
Church in Whitefish Bay, Wis., on June 18.

— Dioceses of Eastern and Western Michigan

OBITUARY
Former�Eastern�Michigan�Bishop��

Edwin�Leidel�Jr.�dies

Leidel
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

P residing Bishop Michael Curry 
has received notice of written ob-
jections, on procedural grounds, 
to the May 14 election of the 

Rev. Charlie Holt as 
bishop coadjutor in 
the Diocese of Florida, 
according to a June 3 
statement from the Rt. 
Rev. Todd Ousley, the 
church’s bishop for pas-
toral development.

On May 25, the 
Diocese of Florida announced it had re-
ceived a formal objection signed by 37 
clergy and lay deputies to the diocese’s 
special election convention claiming that 
last-minute changes to the voting pro-
cess violated diocesan canons and that 
technical problem disrupted the vote, 
rendering Holt’s election invalid.

 The presiding bishop received the 
written notice on May 27, within the 
10-day period in which the diocese was 
required to send the complaint it re-
ceived from the delegates, said Ousley, 

who noted that this completes the sec-
ond step in the five-step election objec-
tion process, which must be completed 
before the usual process of obtaining 
consent from bishops and standing com-
mittees across the church can begin.

Given the time required for the en-
tire process, Holt can no longer be con-
secrated on Oct. 8, as the diocese had 
originally scheduled. If he does eventu-
ally receive the required consents, his 
consecration would likely take place in 
January 2023, Ousley said.

The third step, the statement said, is 
for Curry to submit the complaint to 
the churchwide Court of Review, which 
then has 30 days to investigate and write 
a report. Church canons do not specify 
a time period in which the presiding 
bishop must submit the complaint to 
the court after receiving it.

“Bishop Curry is mindful of the 30-day 
deadline imposed on the Court of Review 
to conduct its work thoroughly and trans-
parently and assemble its report; he is like-
wise mindful of how crucial this process is 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Florida and 
the wider church,” Ousley said.

“Because some members of the Court 

of Review are also deputies and bishops 
preparing for the 80th General Conven-
tion and Lambeth Conference, Bishop 
Curry has determined — in consulta-
tion with the president of the Court of 
Review and leadership of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Florida — that he will trans-
mit the written objections to the Court 
of Review on July 1,” according to the 
statement.

In almost all cases, the consent pro-

cess is a formality, but Holt’s election is 
facing a separate challenge in that area. 
Some Episcopalians have voiced objec-
tions to Holt’s election on social media, 
citing Holt’s views on same-sex marriage 
and statements that they view as intoler-
ant or insulting to LGBTQ+ people and 
Black people, and some have said they 
are writing to their bishops and stand-
ing committees to encourage them not 
to consent to the election.   n

      AROUND THE CHURCH

Presiding bishop receives objection to Florida bishop coadjutor election
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T he chapel at The Wright House, 
the Episcopal ministry at the 
University of Georgia, was 
packed for the open house on 

Saturday, June 11. Despite no altar, vest-
ments, or paint on the walls, there was 
singing and preaching for the more than 
100 on hand for the tours, delectables, 
and swag.

The Wright House is named for Bish-
op Robert C. Wright, 
for his steadfast sup-
port for children, 
youth, and college 
ministries.

The $20 million 
project, completed on 
time and within bud-
get, was a seven-year 
project for the Rev. 
Canon Lang Lowery, 
who shepherded the 
project from concept 
to completion.

“We did have a few 
snags along the way,” 
Lowery said, “but 
we were guided by the Athens Clarke 
County planning department as we went 
to many zoning meetings and ultimately 
met every challenge.”

Wright House Foundation board 
chair, the Rev. Nikki Mathis, said dona-
tions and income from apartment rentals 
will provide rent subsidies for students 
who otherwise may be homeless.

“At UGA 15% of students are ‘couch-
surfing,’ a polite way of saying homeless,” 
Mathes said. “So, I will be passing the hat,” 
she said, holding up a construction hat.  

The 123-bedroom facility on the Uni-
versity of Georgia campus, which opens 
to students in August, features amenities 
beyond any dorm. Each bedroom has 

a private bathroom. There is a shared 
kitchen and washer and dryer in each 
fully furnished suite. The facility has pri-
vate onsite parking, secure bike storage, 
a fitness facility, multiple study spaces, 
and a common kitchen and coffee bar.

The Wright House also has extensive 
outdoor common areas adjacent to the 
buildings and a green roof deck.

Wright told those gathered in the 
chapel that the open 
house “is just the be-
ginning” of a long-
term commitment to 
ministry for students 
at the state’s flagship 
university.

“Yes we’re go-
ing to ask you for 
some money today,” 
Wright said to laugh-
ter.

“But what I really 
want you to do today 
is, when you leave put 
some prayers in these 
walls — this dry-

wall — because for many years to come 
— long after me, this will be a house of 
prayer for all students.”

UGA Episcopal Chaplain the Rev. 
Clayton Harrington said The Wright 
House is designed to be a “live, study, 
pray” environment for students; a space 
to foster intentional living. Harrington, 
who will live on-site, said students of any 
faith or no faith — whether they live in 
The Wright House or not — are wel-
come to participate in programs offered 
by The Episcopal Center at UGA.

The Wright House is one of 11 cam-
pus ministries of The Episcopal Diocese 
of Atlanta. 

— Diocese of Atlanta

The Wright House opens in Georgia

Photo/Courtesy Diocese of Atlanta

Bishop Wright stands in front of the 
building display board at the April 23, 
2021 groundbreaking ceremony.

Holt T he Great EpisGOpal Race re-
turns this fall, featuring a part-
nership between the United 
Thank Offering and Episcopal 

Migration Ministries in its third year. 
This popular fundraiser offers multiple 
ways to participate and raise funds to 
support special ministries and missions.

Proceeds will support both the 2022 
United Thank Offering (UTO) Ingath-
ering and Episcopal Migration Minis-
tries’ (EMM) Neighbor to Neighbor 
program — founded through fund-
ing from a UTO grant. Neighbor to 
Neighbor trains and provides supports 
to faith communities who serve as 
community sponsors for asylum seek-
ers or Afghan arrivals.

Building on 20 years of partner-
ship, UTO and EMM decided to team 
up for this year’s race “to promote the 
practice of gratitude for our bodies, en-
vironments, communities and neigh-

bors,” organizers said.
Participants can register for $15, choos-

ing their preferred mode (run, bike, swim, 
hike, paddle board, martial arts, etc.), dis-
tance, and type of race, including a 1-mile 
fun run, 5K, 10K, half-marathon, mara-
thon, and “choose your own adventure.”

Racers can also create a team by invit-
ing others to race, and challenge other 
teams to see who can go the farthest or 
raise the most money. Participants can 
fundraise for UTO, EMM, or both.

Participants also have the option to 
buy a UTO suncatcher or EMM sun-
catcher from Blenko Glass Company as 
a race medal for $15. Those who raise 
$100 or more for UTO or EMM will 
receive a free suncatcher.

For more information and registra-
tion go to https://unitedthankoffering.
com/race/.The virtual race is scheduled 
for Sept. 3-11.

— Office of Public Affairs

Great EpisGOpal Race UTO fundraiser returns

https://www.spst.edu/
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By Pat McCaughan 
Episcopal News Service

G eneral Convention committees 
on Christian Formation and 
Discipleship received testimony 
about strengthening the Episco-

pal Church’s welcome to transgender and 
nonbinary persons, as well as to persons 
with mental illness and their loved ones; 
extending the Sacred Ground cur-
riculum; incorporating social 
justice advocacy as cateche-
sis; and, creating a digital 
hub for formational re-
sources during a recent on-
line hearing.

Resolution D030, 
would allocate $50,000 to 
develop resources to equip 
congregations to “to be sanctuar-
ies for our trans youth to be where they 
are loved and affirmed and can safely be 
fully who they are,” the Rev. A.J. Buck-
ley, associate rector of St. David of Wales 
Church in Portland, Ore., told committee 
members.

By April 2022, at least 330 anti-trans 
bills — the majority directed at youth 
— were introduced in state legislatures 
across the country, Buckley said. “Stud-
ies show that over half of trans boys, 
42% of non-binary youth and 30% of 
trans girls have attempted suicide. These 
bills aren’t simply inconveniences or dis-
appointments, they are leading to the 
death of gender diverse youth.”

As a gender diverse youth, “it was ex-
cruciating to feel different, but not un-
derstand why I didn’t meet a trans per-
son until I was in my thirties,” Buckley 
added. “At a time when I was intensely 
questioning my own gender identity, 
had the church been supportive and ed-
ucating about transgender-diverse iden-
tities, and had been a safe place, I would 
have been able to come out sooner and 
save myself a lot of angst,” Buckley said.

In similarly emotional testimony, the 
Rev. Susan Phillips, a vocational deacon, 

and nurse in the Diocese of Delaware, 
said her 48-year-old son struggles with 
autism spectrum disorder, anxiety and 
schizophrenia and, “we didn’t feel The 
Episcopal Church welcome.

“We as a church don’t seem to be ad-
ept at walking with and raising up peo-
ple with mental illness and their families. 
We need good information and basic 
training regarding mental health.”

Phillips testified in support of 
three resolutions: A107, which 

would “strengthen care, in-
clusion, support and advo-
cacy.” A108 would allocate 
$35,000 to fund regional 
trainings in Mental Health 
First Aid by June 2023 

and proposes to incorpo-
rate assistance from Union of 

Black Episcopalians trainers. The 
third resolution, A109, would allocate 

$15,000 to create and launch new cur-
riculum and to require the Mental Health 
First Aid training of clergy, and those 
seeking ordination.

First postponed a year because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a truncated 80th 
General Convention is now scheduled 
to take place in Baltimore July 8-11. 
The triennial convention is the church’s 
governing body, where final resolutions 
are considered and voted on by both 
the House of Bishops and the House of 
Deputies. Also as a result of the pandem-
ic for the first time, two-dozen bishops’ 
and deputies’ committees held hearings 
together online in advance convention. 
The legislative process has since been 
further revised.

On May 20, the committees also re-
ceived testimony on resolutions to ex-
tend Sacred Ground, and on developing 
social justice ministry as foundational to 
Christian identity.

Aileen Chang-Matus, a member of the 
Diocese of Iowa Standing Committee, tes-
tified on behalf of Resolutions C033 and 
D014, saying the 11-week documentary 
film and readings-based Sacred Ground 

dialogue series, “has a unique, necessary 
role to prepare and equip our churches 
and our members … and I don’t see any-
thing else that can do likewise, right now.”

Sacred Ground, part of Becom-
ing Beloved Community, the church’s 
long-term commitment to racial heal-
ing, includes documentary films and 
readings focused on the intersection of 
Indigenous, Black, Latino and Asian/Pa-
cific American histories with European 
American histories.

“We need much more breadth of is-
sues, topics, communities addressed,” 
Chang-Matus said. “The church needs 
to be and strives to be a place of love and 
mutual respect where faithful people of 
diverse opinions can be in dialogue. We 

really, really need this common dialogue, 
if we’re going to go forward at all.”

Dr. Reuben Varghese, of the Diocese 
of Washington and a member of the 
Task Force on the Theology of Social 
Justice Advocacy, testified in support of 
Resolution A078, which would allocate 
$55,000 to make social justice advocacy 
central to Christian formation.

Varghese, who serves as a county pub-
lic health director, questioned “why we, 
as Episcopalians, seem to hide from our 
baptismal promises as a church, when 
many deny a theological foundation 
of social justice advocacy. It makes me 

wonder if The Episcopal Church truly 
means that the marginalized belong.”

Los Angeles alternate deputy, the Rev. 
Guy Leemhuis, first vice president of 
the Union of Black Episcopalians, called 
the resolution “a first step” to deepen 
the work of the task force. It proposes 
“institutional change to support social 
justice as Christian ministry in the areas 
of governance and structure, prayer and 
liturgy, catechesis and lifelong formation 
for discipleship, especially with laypeo-
ple and consistent with an equitable and 
inclusive polity.”

The resolution would shift the burden 
of responsibility for change from commu-
nities most affected by injustice, and bring 
it “to the attention of those who make 
policy in our church,” Leemhuis said.

Some members of the committees 
questioned the need for creating a digital 
hub for formation resources in Resolu-
tions A104, proposed by the Task Force 
on Formation and Ministry of the Bap-
tized, and A085, a joint resolution of-
fered by the Task Force on Theological 
Education Networking.

“I love the idea of making resources ac-
cessible; I guess I’m not sure that they’re 
not accessible,” according to the Rev. Alex 
Lenzo, Rio Grande deputy, and deputies’ 
committee secretary. As rector of St. Fran-
cis Church in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, 
“One thing I love doing is getting people 
mentoring others. I give them resources,” 
he said. “Others find their own, just by 
Googling them. So, convince me more 
that this is needed when there are so 
many resources out there.”

He also questioned if the hub would 
focus solely on Episcopal resources, given 
the many other helpful aids available.

The resolutions would allocate $30,000 
to establish, “something like Wikipedia 
meets Teacher to Teacher, something that 
could permit anyone to share the resourc-
es they have developed for free or for a 
fee,” according to Melissa Rau, director 
of institutional advancement for Seabury 
Bexley Seminary in Chicago.   n

      GENERAL CONVENTION

a shorter convention has been executed 
“pretty flawlessly,” Pollard said. “An out-
standing job has been done here.”

The Rev. Michael Barlowe, secretary of 
General Convention, presided June 7 over 
the Planning and Arrangements commit-
tee meeting as chair, and he opened the 
subsequent meeting of Executive Council 
with a summary of the ways the changes 
to the 80th General Convention are ex-
pected to affect revenue and expenses.

The 80th General Convention ini-
tially had been forecast to draw 10,000 
people to Baltimore when it was sched-
uled for July 2021, before the pandemic 
forced a postponement, Barlowe said. 
Now that it has been rescheduled for 
July 2022, only bishops and deputies 
and essential staff members and volun-
teers are expected to attend in person. 

Dioceses will be asked to send only two 
alternate deputies, and inactive bishops 
will be asked to stay home.

Barlowe’s office estimates that rev-
enue from fees paid by attendees will to-
tal $700,000 less than the $1.35 million 
originally budgeted, partly because exhib-
itors will no longer be invited. The cost of 
enhanced COVID-19 precautions could 
reach $100,000, including face masks 
and daily rapid tests for all attendees.

Reduced hotel stays are another li-
ability for the church, if not dioceses, 
though, Barlowe said the dioceses should 
be able to reduce the duration of their 
deputations’ reservations without any 
additional financial burden. The Episco-
pal Church, however, guarantees a cer-
tain number of stays at hotels in the host 
city even if those rooms aren’t needed, 
so with a shorter convention, the church 
likely will incur a penalty cost.

“Our best estimate at this time is that 
will be between a half million and three 
quarters of a million dollars,” Barlowe said.

In addition to those hotel costs, the 
Episcopal Church anticipates about 
$200,000 in other unforeseen expenses 
related to the shorter convention, includ-
ing some that would have been offset by 
$120,000 in incentives from Baltimore 
if the conference had spanned nearly two 
weeks as originally planned.

At the same time, it hopes to real-
ize about $100,000 in savings from not 
needing to host as many people. And 
Kurt Barnes, the church’s chief financial 
officer, told Executive Council that he 
estimates about $500,000 in additional 
savings related to reductions in in-per-
son churchwide staff presence.

Combining those expense and revenue 
adjustments produces an estimated net 
loss of about $1.1 million related to the 

new proposal for gathering in Baltimore.
Executive Council previously had bud-

geted about $3 million for 2022 in Gen-
eral Convention Office expenses related to 
the meeting in Baltimore, which was to be 
partly offset by $1.35 million in income.

Some members of Planning and Ar-
rangements and Executive Council 
raised concerns about how the changes 
could diminish the economic boost that 
Baltimore was counting on from the 
80th General Convention, particularly 
as it would benefits service workers.

“It’s not a normal convention, and 
we’re not treating it as a normal conven-
tion in our recommendations,” Krislock 
said. The focus will be on key priorities 
over four days, he said, and additional 
legislation that is deemed noncritical 
may be deferred until 2024, when the 
81st General Convention is scheduled to 
meet in Louisville, Ky.   n

CONVENTION continued from page 1

Committees hear testimony on extending Sacred Ground, 
strengthening welcome to people with mental illness and more

‘�The�church�needs�to�
be�...�a�place�of�love�
and�mutual�respect�
where�faithful�
people�of�diverse�
opinions�can�be�in�
dialogue.’�

—�Aileen�Chang-Matus
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COMING UP
Pride. Celebrate. Retreat. Celebrating LGBTQ+ Communities with  
the Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones | September 6–8  
This retreat offers an opportunity for members of the LGBTQ+ 
communities to come together for guided prayer, rest,  
reflection, walks, the sharing of stories, and contemplation 
using poetry and scripture.

“Gathering the Harvest”: Wellness-Stillness Retreat 
with Julia Phillips | September 9–11 Join the retreat 
center’s culinary staff during the harvest for three days 
of farm-to-table wellness and renewal.

Living a Life of Joy: Reconciliation and the Pursuit of 
Joy with Dr. Miroslav Volf | September 16–18 Join  
Dr. Miroslav Volf, renowned theologian at Yale Divinity 
School and author of the acclaimed book, Exclusion and  
Embrace. We’ll dive into our sources of joy and ask how God 
might be speaking to us afresh in a beautiful fall setting. Come  
for rich conversations and dynamic teaching.

Your Poems. Your Prayers: A Weekend with Mary Oliver and Maya Angelou 
September 23–25 Participants will spend a weekend reflecting on the works of 
Mary Oliver and Maya Angelou. Share your prayers and poems, and write new ones, 
as we draw inspiration from the prophetic, contemplative, and liberating prose.

We offer in-person 
retreats for individuals, 

families, and groups; 
monthly free online 
retreats; and weekly 
streamed services. 

Trinity Retreat Center is an Episcopal mission of Trinity Church Wall Street. It is a place apart 
for rest, quiet, prayer, discovery, connection, and reflection. Nestled amid the forests, rivers, 
and farmland of West Cornwall, Connecticut, our retreat center offers gracious, authentic 
hospitality—where you can slow down, enjoy farm-to-table meals, discern direction for your life, 
and go home ready to make an even greater impact on the world.

LEARN MORE AND BOOK YOUR RETREAT TODAY AT TRINITYWALLSTREET.ORG/RETREATS

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

F our candidates for presi-
dent and one candidate for 
vice president of the House 
of Deputies discussed their 

interest in churchwide leadership 
and their visions for the Episco-
pal Church’s future.

The online forum was mod-
erated by the Rev. Albert Cutié, 
rector of St. Benedict’s in Plan-
tation, Fl. It can be viewed here 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bb87ovWNMAo.     

The House of Deputies is scheduled to 
elect a new president and vice president 
at General Convention. The candidates 
are the Rev. Devon Anderson, Diocese of 
Minnesota; Julia Ayala Harris, Diocese of 
Oklahoma; Ryan Kusumoto, Diocese of 
Hawai’i; and the Very Rev. Ward Simp-
son, Diocese of South Dakota. The only 
candidate to come forward publicly for 
vice president is the Rev. Rachel Taber-
Hamilton, Diocese of Olympia.

The deputies’ current president, the 
Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, is finishing up 
her third and final term and, according to 
term limits established by the Episcopal 
Church’s Canons, will step down at the 
end of General Convention. Byron Rush-

ing of the Diocese of Massachusetts, the 
current vice president, is completing his 
third term as well and cannot run again, 
so deputies will also elect his successor.

Cutié opened the first forum by asking 
the candidates about the discernment that 
went into their decisions to become candi-
dates for president and vice president.

Anderson responded that she declared 
her candidacy after prayer and discus-
sions with others across the church. She 
said she also looked at her own church-
wide experience and felt “a real abiding, 
enduring sense that my gifts were being 
fully deployed when I am in the midst 
of church governance and the different 
expressions of that.”

Anderson, the daughter of for-
mer House of Deputies President 
Bonnie Anderson, is rector of 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Ex-
celsior, Minn., and has served in 
the past on Minnesota’s Diocesan 
Council and Standing Commit-
tee, including as president. She 
currently serves on the Episcopal 
Church Executive Council.

Anderson also is a five-time 
General Convention deputation 
chair and has served on or chaired 
General Convention 
committees five times.

Ayala Harris, also a 
member of Executive Coun-
cil, served from 2012 to 2015 
on the Task Force to Reimag-
ine the Episcopal Church and 
is a member of St. John’s in 
Norman, Okla.

Kusumoto is another lay 
deputy running for president. 
He has served on the Hawai’i 
Diocesan Council, is a co-chair of the 
House of Deputies’ Asian Caucus and 
has been as a trustee to the Church Pen-
sion Fund for the past 10 years.

Kusumoto has served as a deputy 
since 2006.

Simpson has served as dean of Calva-
ry Cathedral in Sioux Falls, S. D., since 

2009. In addition to multiple terms on 
the Standing Committee and Diocesan 
Executive Council, he has filled numer-
ous committee leadership positions in 
the House of Deputies since his first year 
as a deputy in 1997. His full candidate 
profile is available here.

At General Convention, the election 
of vice president will take place after the 
election of the president. The two posi-
tions cannot be held by members of the 
same order, clergy or lay. 

Taber-Hamilton was the sole candi-
date vice president who signed 
up to participate in the June 
4 forum. She is Shackan First 
Nation, has served on Olym-
pia’s Diocesan Council and 
Standing Committee, includ-
ing as president.

She has participated in past 
Episcopal delegations to the 
United Nations Permanent Fo-
rum on Indigenous Issues and 
the Conference of the Parties 

meetings on climate change, or COP.
The House of Deputies vice president is 

an unpaid volunteer position. Since 2018, 
the president has been considered a con-
tractual employee and paid a fee, set annu-
ally by Executive Council. The president’s 
compensation was set at $233,166 for 
2022, with no other employee benefits.   n

Photo/House of Deputies

The Rev. Edwin 
Johnson announced 
his candidacy on 
June 3.

House of Deputies candidates for president, vice president participate in online forum

Photo/Zoom screenshot

The Rev. Albert Cutié, top left, moderates a forum June 
4 with, clockwise, Julia Ayala Harris, the Very Rev. 
Ward Simpson, the Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton, Ryan 
Kusumoto and the Rev. Devon Anderson.

https://trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-retreat-center/retreats/in-person-retreats
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As dioceses pursue reparations, General Convention  
poised for churchwide racial justice discussion

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A grants award ceremony held May 
25 at the Cathedral of the Incar-
nation in Baltimore marked a 
first for the Diocese of Maryland 

— the first time the diocese was putting 
its financial resources behind a program 
of racial reparations — and it may offer 
a glimpse of more to come from parallel 
efforts across the Episcopal Church.

This initial round of grants totaled 
$175,000 to six community organiza-
tions that are working to improve the 
lives of African Americans and strength-
en Black communities. They are the 
product of the diocese’s six-year effort 
to confront the church’s past complicity 
in slavery and other racist systems while 
seeking financial remedies for those sys-
tems’ continuing legacy of inequality.

“We researched our history. We know 
of our church’s involvement, first of all, in 
slavery,” Bishop Eugene Sutton said in his 
introduction at the award ceremony, video 
of which is available on YouTube. Sutton 
noted that all of colonial Maryland’s cler-
gy members owned slaves into the 18th 
century, as did the diocese’s first bishops.

“And we knew that many of our 
churches were enriched because of that evil 
institution,” Sutton continued. “We also 
researched into how we as an institution, 
like all of the other institutions in society, 
benefitted materially and financially from 
the centuries of racial injustice even after 
slavery. And that did not sit well with us.”

The Diocese of Maryland created its 
reparations fund in 2020 with $1 mil-
lion in seed money, and since then, the 
fund has grown with individual dona-
tions from across the diocese, Sutton 
said. His diocese is not alone: several 
dioceses and church institutions are in 
various phases of studying, developing 
and implementing similar programs of 
reparations, and the secular movement 
for government-funded reparations also 
has gained some traction in appealing to 
state and federal lawmakers.

Episcopalians’ local efforts are part 
of the Episcopal Church’s broader work 
toward racial healing, within the church 
and in society. Much of that work today 
follows the Becoming Beloved Com-
munity framework that church leaders 
launched in 2017. Building on those 
efforts, the 80th General Convention 
is expected to consider a range of pro-
posals targeting racial injustice when it 
meets July 8-11 in Baltimore, including 
Resolution A125, which would commit 
an estimated $2 million a year to the cre-
ation and operation of a new churchwide 
Coalition for Racial Equity and Justice.

Although Resolution A125 does not 
use the language of reparations, another 
proposed resolution, D044, would cre-
ate a Reparations Fund Commission to 
study how the Episcopal Church can use 
its assets to back “a sustained, meaning-
ful, tangible response to the historic and 
ongoing legacy of slavery and displace-
ment of Indigenous peoples of what is 
now the United States.”

The Episcopal Church has struggled 
to address its complicity with racial injus-
tice and white supremacy for more than 
three decades. Only in recent years have 
dioceses considered financial reparations 
for those victimized by the racial op-
pression once condoned by the church. 
And while cash reparations for the de-
scendants of enslaved individuals have 
yet to gain widespread support among 
Americans, most Episcopal initiatives so 
far have focused more generally on in-
vesting in communities and promoting 
systemic and institutional changes.

Sutton and the Diocese of Maryland 
have been at the forefront of those con-
versations. The diocese was one of the 
first in the church to take substantial 
steps toward financial reparations when 
its diocesan convention in 2016 asked 
the Diocesan Council to begin studying 
a reparations proposal.

Diocesan leaders followed up with a 
June 2019 convention vote endorsing fi-
nancial reparations in concept, and a Sep-
tember 2020 vote approved the money to 

start a diocesan reparations fund.
The diocese formed a Reparations 

Committee to facilitate awarding of 
grants from the fund, with an emphasis 
on “programs that are building up Black 
communities and helping to repair the 
breach caused by systemic racism.”

“We learned a long time ago in Sun-
day school, when you take something 
from someone, theft of their lives or theft 
of their properties, you make restitu-
tion,” Sutton said at the first award cer-
emony last month. “That is a step toward 
the full reconciliation of all peoples that 
we believe that God is calling us all to.”

The following are highlights from 
notable examples of reparation efforts 
across the Episcopal Church.

 
Diocese of New York

The diocese created its Reparations 
Committee in 2006 in response to a se-
ries of resolutions passed that year by the 
75th General Convention. One General 
Convention resolution had asked dioces-
es to study their historic complicity in 
the slave trade. Another called on Con-
gress to study “proposals for monetary 
and non-monetary reparations to the 
descendants of the victims of slavery.”

The work of the New York Reparations 
Committee expanded in 2018 with the 
launch of a three-year initiative, begin-
ning with a Year of Lamentation featur-
ing events that grappled with examples of 
racial injustice in the diocese’s history. And 
in November 2019, the diocesan conven-
tion committed $1.1 million from its en-
dowment to support future recommenda-
tions of the Reparations Committee.

 
Virginia Theological Seminary

The seminary in Alexandria, Va., 
founded in 1823, was considered a trail-
blazer among American academic insti-
tutions when it first announced in Sep-
tember 2019 that it planned to create a 
$1.7 million reparations fund to repay 
the debt from its exploitation of Black 
laborers earlier in its history, during slav-
ery and segregation.

It also launched an effort to identify 
their oldest living direct descendants. 
In February 2021, it began issuing cash 
payments to eligible relatives, whom it 
calls “shareholders,” making it one of the 
first American institutions to offer repa-

rations in the form of direct payments. 
The initial payments were about $2,100 
each, and shareholders were offered ac-
cess to on-campus amenities that were 
off-limits to their ancestors.

 
Diocese of Texas

The Diocese of Texas also committed 
large sums to racial healing projects in 
a plan unveiled in February 2020, when 
the Diocesan Council approved $13 
million for the newly created Mission-
ary Vision for Racial Justice Initiative. 
Though the diocese didn’t describe the 
initiative as a reparations program, its 
stated purpose is to “support the people 
of our communities who were actually 
injured by our past actions,” Bishop An-
drew Doyle said at the time.

The initiative centered on the creation 
of several funds, endowments and schol-
arships, including a fund to support his-
torically Black churches and another fund 
to underwrite community initiatives. 
Money also was set aside to support Black 
students attending the Seminary of the 
Southwest in Austin and to expand racial 
justice studies at the seminary.

So far, five Black seminarians have 
been supported in their studies by the ini-
tiative, and Seminary of the Southwest is 
using another portion of the funding this 
year to create the new position of director 
of Beloved Community initiatives.

 
Diocese of Minnesota

After the May 2020 killing of George 
Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer 
inspired widespread national and inter-
national protests against racial injustice, 
the Diocese of Minnesota sought ways 
of stepping up its racial reconciliation 
work, including through the Minnesota 
Council of Churches’ 10-year Truth & 
Reparations initiative.

Launched in October 2020, the ini-
tiative’s stated goal is “dismantling the 
structures and repairing the damage of 
racism in Minnesota,” dating back cen-
turies to the dehumanization of Indig-
enous peoples and African slaves by Eu-
ropean colonists.

The Episcopal diocese also received 
$150,000 from the Episcopal Church 
to support its “continuing work of dis-
mantling the systemic racism we have 

Photo/Diocese of Maryland

Maryland Bishop Eugene Sutton, center back, poses with representatives from 
organizations awarded grants from the diocese’s reparations fund in a ceremony at the 
Cathedral of the Incarnation.

continued on page 9
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created in this country and still perme-
ates our church and society.” The diocese 
directed the money to its local Episcopal 
Service Corps chapter, a new diocesan 
worshipping community, a partnership 
with a new Twin Cities community or-
ganization and a new curriculum for 
anti-racism training specific to the state.

 
Diocese of New Jersey

In a 2020 vote, New Jersey’s diocesan 
convention established its own repara-
tions task force “to study how we as a 
diocese may address the original sins 
of racism and slavery.” The task force 
spent 2021 researching the diocese’s 
history, soliciting input from historians 
and examining how other dioceses have 
approached the topic of reparations, in-
cluding the Diocese of New York.

That work led to the approval in 
March 2022 of a long-term Reparations 
Commission that will hire a part-time 
historian and researcher to support the 
diocese’s future efforts. “We have to un-
derstand our history as a diocese and also 
that history in the context of the state of 
New Jersey,” Annette Buchanan, former 
president of the Union of Black Episco-
palians and the commission’s co-chair, 
told Episcopal News Service.

Diocese of Virginia
The diocesan convention passed a 

resolution in November 2021 to use 
$10 million to establish an endowment 
for a reparations fund and set aside an 
additional $500,000 for a racial justice 
and healing fund amid pressure from 

Episcopalians in the diocese. The diocese 
vowed to spend the money on programs 
and initiatives that directly benefit Black 
and Indigenous communities, other 
communities of color and affiliated or-
ganizations and institutions.

The diocese, its colonial roots dating to 
1607, “has benefited from chattel slavery, 
the effects of which extend far beyond the 
Emancipation Proclamation of 1863,” 
the diocese said when it announced the 
endowment fund. “These actions of con-
vention continue a commitment to learn-
ing about and atoning for the sin of rac-
ism. The people of the diocese will strive 
to repair the damage of failing to live by 
the Christian faith that we are all created 
in the image of God and that we are all 
beloved children of God.”

 
Diocese of Washington

The diocese, based in the nation’s 
capital, is in the preliminary stages of 
developing a racial reparations program 
and has formed a Reparations Task Force 
to study the issue. Diocesan leaders have 
said the purpose is “to investigate the 
financial legacy of chattel slavery in the 
diocese. Our goal is to reckon with and 
make restitution for the value of repara-
tions owed on that legacy.”

In October, the task force will hold a 
daylong symposium at Calvary Episcopal 
Church in Washington to share ways the 
diocese is reckoning with a history of an-
ti-Black racism and how it has benefited 
from participation in racist systems. The 
diocese says this will “lay the ground-
work for a resolution publicly acknowl-
edging these harms to be presented and 
the 2023 Diocesan Convention.”   n

      GENERAL CONVENTION

By Linda S. Comins 
Deputy News

C OVID-19’s impact on the 80th 
General Convention has led to 
a significant number of resigna-
tions by members of the House 

of Deputies.
As of June 8, a total of 234 deputies 

have resigned or indicated they are not 
attending GC80. That figure represents 
27 percent of 868 originally certified 
deputies. Among those not attending are 
the entire deputations of the Dioceses of 
Cuba, Honduras, and Venezuela.

In addition, 99 of an estimated 455 
certified alternate deputies — 22 per-
cent — have resigned, and 55 of the 483 
deputies — 11 percent — appointed 
to legislative committees have resigned 
from their committees, although some 
have remained as deputies.

Turnover, or “deputy churn” as it is 
referred to in the office of the Rev. Gay 
Clark Jennings, president of the House of 
Deputies, has been especially intense in 
the last ten weeks as the start of conven-
tion approaches. Since April 1, 128 depu-
ties and 12 alternates representing some 
60 dioceses have resigned or said they 
would not attend. This includes the depu-
ties from Cuba, Honduras and Venezuela.

Deputy turnover can be seen as an-

other consequence of the ongoing pan-
demic and the resulting delays and 
changes to General Convention.

“There’s always turnover at any Gen-
eral Convention, but there’s a lot more at 
this one, partly because it was postponed 
for a year,” Jennings said in a recent in-
terview. “Some people who could attend 
in the summer of 2021, especially young 
people, cannot attend in 2022.”

A variety of factors have contributed 
to the turnover. Some deputies have con-
tracted COVID. Others are concerned 
for their own health and the health of 
family members.

“Twelve deputies and alternates have 
died, which is more than usual,” Jen-
nings said, and at least four deputies 
have died from COVID.

Lingering effects of infection are a 
factor for other deputies. “Two deputies 
in their 30s have had to resign because 
they have long COVID,” Jennings said. 
“That is really sad.”

Having a strictly in-person conven-
tion — without a hybrid option that 
would allow for online participation —  
factored into some deputies’ decisions.

“I was really hoping that a hybrid 
option would have been possible, and 
I would have participated that way, but 
once it became clear that a hybrid option 
was not going to be on the table, I made 

the decision to resign,” said 
Kathryn Nishibayashi, a lay 
deputy from the Diocese 
of Los Angeles.

“Because of some un-
derlying health condi-
tions I have, it just felt 
too risky to attend even a 
shortened convention since 
the COVID pandemic is still 
significantly present,” she said. “The 
data from the public health doctor say-
ing that 10 to 12 percent of attendees 
would test positive for COVID was an-
other contributing factor.

“It was a difficult decision because I 
truly love being at General Convention 
and being a deputy,” Nishibayashi said. 
“This would have been my fourth con-
vention as deputy.”

Health concerns also prompted the 
resignation of Holli Powell Sturm, a lay 
fourth alternate in the Diocese of Lex-
ington.

“My husband has severe asthma and 
COPD (Chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease), and I have struggled with chron-
ic illness for 25 years,” Sturm said. “As 
such, we are both extremely high-risk for 
COVID complications and I have been 
living accordingly for the past two years.”

The risk was brought into sharp focus 
for Sturm after the April meeting of the 
church’s Executive Council of which she 
is a member. After returning home, 10 
to 12 percent of those who attended the 
meeting reported testing positive for the 
virus that causes COVID. “I realized that 
attending General Convention would 
not be in line with my need to protect 
myself and my family,” Sturm said.

“A few weeks later, I was called by the 
diocesan office and informed that I had 
been moved up to deputy due to res-
ignations within our deputation, and I 
had to regretfully decline and resign my 
deputy status,” she added.

“It’s honestly really devastating to 
have to do this — I’ve wanted to be a 

deputy for years, but my 
health and the health of my 

family has to take top pri-
ority,” said Sturm, who 
attended General Con-
vention as an alternate 
deputy in 2015 and 2018.

The Joint Standing 
Committee on Planning 

and Arrangements has ap-
proved vaccination and masking 

policies recommended by the Presiding 
Officers General Convention Design 
Group to protect the health of deputies, 
alternates, bishops and support staff at-
tending the gathering.

“I have only had one deputy resign 
because of vaccination,” Jennings said. 
“Probably there will be a couple total.”

Some of the turnover in the House of 
Deputies is not directly related to health 
considerations, but can still be traced to 
the pandemic.

“In the past six months, a lot of cler-
gy have been moving,” Jennings said. 
“Things kind of quieted during the first 
half of the pandemic. Then as people 
came out of lockdown, there have just 
been a lot of transitions. … When every-
thing started to open up more, people 
began moving out of their dioceses.”

Changes in clerical status have also 
prompted resignations from deputies who 
now are unable to represent their previ-
ous orders. Six clergy deputies have been 
elected as bishops, while five lay deputies 
have been ordained as deacon or priests.

Looking at the reconfigured General 
Convention from a positive perspective, 
Jennings concluded, “I think a lot of 
people are working very hard to make 
this convention as good as possible given 
the circumstances. I think there are a lot 
of people who really care about their 
ministry of governance. I’m confident 
that we will find a way to make this 
shortened convention meaningful and 
important in the life of the church. It’s 
just going to be different.”   n

Over one-fourth of deputies resigned amid pandemic concerns

T he Joint Nominating Com-
mittee for the Election of the 
Presiding Bishop announced it 
will forgo being present at the 

Episcopal Church’s now-shorter and 
smaller General Convention in July.

“Following the planners’ decision 
to transact only matters essential for 
the governance and good order of the 
church, the committee decided that it 
could connect with church members 
in other ways,” said Alaska Bishop 
Mark Lattime, who co-chairs the com-
mittee with Canon Steve Nishibayashi 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles.  

The committee is planning to of-
fer a range of opportunities for Epis-
copalians to make their voices heard 
about gifts and skills they believe the 
next presiding bishop will need to lead 
The Episcopal Church into its future. 

Those opportunities are expected to 
begin later this year.

Meanwhile, the committee an-
nounced that Episcopalians can follow 
the committee’s work on any of three 
social media platforms:

• Facebook: facebook.com/ 
PB28Nominations

• Twitter: twitter.com/PB28Nomi-
nations, @PB28Nominations

• Instagram: instagram.com/ 
pb28nominatingcommittee

The committee’s email address is 
pb28@episcopalchurch.org.

The committee built a timeline of 
its work leading to the 81st meeting of 
General Convention when the Epis-
copal Church’s 28th presiding bishop 
will be elected. That convention is 
scheduled for the summer of 2024 in 
Louisville, Ky.   n

REPARATIONS continued from page 8

Presiding bishop nominating committee  
offers range of engagement opportunities
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By Egan Millard and David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T he long-simmering debate over 
the topic of open Communion 
— allowing anyone to receive the 
Eucharist, regardless of whether 

they have been baptized — has reignited 
among Episcopalians, particularly on so-
cial media.

The practice, though restricted by the 
church’s canons, is common in many 
Episcopal churches. A newly proposed 
General Convention resolution seeking 
to repeal the canon in question, coupled 
with a statement from 22 seminary 
theologians expressing concern about its 
implications, has sparked arguments for 
and against such a change.

“I’m not surprised by the passion, be-
cause it cuts deeply into how we under-
stand God and what the church is about,” 
Fond du Lac Bishop Matthew Gunter, 
who also serves as bishop provisional of 
Eau Claire, told Episcopal News Service. 
Gunter is the secretary of the General 
Convention bishops’ committee on Prayer 
Book, Liturgy and Music. “There are peo-
ple on both sides who feel pretty strongly 
about that. So trying to listen to one an-
other is also something we need to do.”

The resolution proposed by the Dio-
cese of Northern California, C028, re-
ceived a hearing on May 3 and is cur-
rently before the bishops’ and deputies’ 
committees on Prayer Book, Liturgy and 
Music, met again on June 27 to hear tes-
timony for or against it one final time be-
fore the 80th General Convention, July 
8-11 in Baltimore.

The 22 theologians did not testify at 
the May 3 hearing but submitted their 
joint statement May 31 to the commit-
tee chairs. The statement asserts that the 
link between the sacraments of Holy 
Baptism and the Holy Eucharist is cru-
cial and that it should not be portrayed 
as “exclusive or inhospitable,” as it has 
been described by some who favor re-
pealing the canon that restricts the Eu-
charist to baptized people.

The Rev. Robert MacSwain, the pro-
fessor of theology at The University of the 
South in Sewanee, Tenn., who drafted the 
statement with input from the signers, 
told ENS in an email that “while C028 
(and its accompanying explanation) was 
the initiating cause, the main impetus was 
a more pervasive sense that The Episcopal 
Church needs to do a better job of clari-
fying and communicating its understand-
ing of Baptism and Eucharist and their 
intimate relationship.”

 MacSwain said that by publishing 
the statement, he hoped to bring more 
theological depth and context to the 
question of open Communion.

“Episcopalians actually have a pretty 
sophisticated and substantial sacramen-
tal theology that has been honed over the 
past several decades in liturgical scholar-
ship and ecumenical dialogues, but for 
some reason this vital work doesn’t seem 
to be informing these conversations at 

any profound level,” he said. “So, while 
duly acknowledging the current contro-
versy, we wanted to make a more positive 
statement about baptism and Eucharist, 
however tersely, in the hope of kickstart-
ing a fresh conversation in the church 
about our sacramental theology.”

MacSwain said he reached out to lit-
urgists and theologians who represent 
“the really impressive range of Episcopal 
scholars who serve our church faithfully 
in various ways and who have strong con-

victions on these matters.” The signers — 
all but three of whom are clergy — are 
affiliated with 10 seminaries and include 
the Very Rev. Ian Markham, dean and 
president of Virginia Theological Semi-
nary, and the Rev. Juan M. C. Oliver, cus-
todian of the Book of Common Prayer.

When asked whether he personally 
supports C028, MacSwain wrote that he 
is “less concerned about either canons or 
resolutions (important though they are) 
as I am about the quality of theologi-
cal education in the Episcopal Church, 
among both clergy and laity.”

One of the signers, the Rev. Matthew 
Olver of Nashotah House in Wisconsin, 
shared the joint statement on Facebook, 
adding, “There is no theologically coher-
ent argument to remove baptism as a pre-
requisite for reception of the Eucharist.” 
Another of the 22 signers of the state-
ment, the Rev. Dan Joslyn-Siemiatkoski 
of the Seminary of the Southwest in 
Austin, Texas, responded to a comment 
on Olver’s post by saying he thought the 
resolution “has no chance of passing. 
But the issue requires addressing.”

The resulting debate on social media 
has encompassed the theology of open 
Communion, the specific resolution that 
would authorize it, the points made by 
the theologians and their method of ad-
dressing the topic.

 “It has already generated a vigorous on-
line conversation in both agreement and 
opposition with hundreds of comments, 
so that’s good!” MacSwain said. “It’s a con-
versation-starter, not a manifesto.”

Theologians who did not sign the 
statement have offered a wide range of 
reactions. The Very Rev. Gary Hall said 
he supports open Communion. Hall is 
former dean of Washington National Ca-
thedral, former dean of Seabury-Western 
Theological Seminary and current inter-
im dean of Bloy House, The Claremont 
School of Theology in California. 

“Open Communion is the clearest 
signal the church can send in this mo-
ment that we are open and welcoming to 
all,” he told ENS. “It is true that baptism 
has traditionally been the prerequisite 
for Communion, but there are good rea-
sons to change this practice.

“The advocates of closed Communion 
are right that there is a close link between 
Eucharist and baptism. Every church I 
know that practices open Communion 
does so as an invitation to baptism.”

Gunter agrees with the theologians’ 
statement, but does not see it as a ques-
tion of “open” versus “closed.” The cur-
rent canon, he said, does not require 
closed Communion — as the Roman 
Catholic Church and other denomina-
tions do — because it is open to any 
baptized Christian, regardless of denom-
ination or doctrinal belief.

“The invitation [to Communion] is 
actually traditionally pretty open, com-
pared to some other [denominations],” 
he told ENS. “I’m fairly convinced that 
the tradition is right.”

Gunter said he was pleased and sur-
prised to see an expression of unity 
from an array of respected theologians 
who “on other topics might disagree.” 
It’s important, he said, to hear detailed 
theological arguments before changing 
church teaching at General Convention, 
including from those who disagree.

“If nothing else comes of this, I hope 
it provokes a more robust — not just a 
conversation but an informed and theo-
logically grounded conversation,” he said.

Regardless of where they stand on 
open Communion, some Episcopal 
leaders have questioned why the 22 sign-
ers of the statement chose to focus on 
this topic at this time.

“My gut response is: Really? This is-
sue? Now?” said Miguel Escobar, ex-
ecutive director of Episcopal Divinity 
School at Union Theological Seminary 
in New York. “As a lay person and per-
son of color, it isn’t open Communion 
that’s worrying me. It’s white supremacy, 
climate change, poverty, gun violence, 
women’s right to choose… And so while 
I don’t wish to negate the importance of 
this issue, I do wish that the same level 
of energy and cross-seminary organizing 
was extended in these other areas of life.”

Hall, despite his support for open 
Communion, said that as a former semi-
nary dean, he found the statement odd.

“Given the current membership and 
financial crises in the church, I’m sur-
prised that so many seminary faculty 
members have chosen this of all issues to 
become exercised about,” he told ENS.

The connection between baptism and 
Eucharist dates to the early Christian 
church, and it has been documented as 
early as the late first century, in a cat-
echism known as Didache: “Let no one 
eat or drink of your Eucharist, unless 
they have been baptized into the name 
of the Lord.”

 In 1979, the Episcopal Church ap-
proved and first issued the current edition 
of the Book of Common Prayer, which in-
troduced references to a “Baptismal Cov-
enant” among Christians. The new prayer 
book also marked a shift in the church’s 
worship practice, making Holy Eucharist 
the principal service on Sundays.

General Convention also passed a res-
olution in 1979 establishing standards 
for eucharistic sharing with Christians 
from other denominations: “They shall 
have been baptized” was the first of the 
resolution’s five requirements.

Today, the Episcopal Church’s bap-
tism requirement for receiving Holy 
Communion is specified in Canon I.17, 
which pertains to “regulations respecting 
the laity.” The canon defines baptized 
members as “all persons who have re-
ceived the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
with water in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
whether in this Church or in another 
Christian Church, and whose Baptisms 
have been duly recorded in this Church.”

Canon I.17.7 further states: “No un-
baptized person shall be eligible to receive 
Holy Communion in this Church.” That 
language was added to the canons in 
1982, reflecting The Episcopal Church’s 
growing understanding of baptism as 
one’s entrance into the life of the church. 
(In many other parts of the Anglican 
Communion, confirmation is required 
before receiving Communion.)

The Episcopal Church has frequently 
grappled in the past 20 years over wheth-
er to study and possibly ease or lift the 
baptism requirement, but such proposals 
have been consistently rejected by Gen-
eral Convention.

In 2003, the Standing Commission 
on Ecumenical Relations proposed a 
resolution to the 74th General Conven-
tion that would have created a task force 
“to study the matter of the increasingly 
common practice of open communion.” 
The standing commission, in its report, 
acknowledged that the practice was not 
allowed by canons or the 1979 guidance 
on eucharistic sharing, but the report as-
serted it was “time for this matter to be 
addressed by the larger church.”

“This conflict between official position 
and widespread practice raises questions 
and concerns in our ecumenical dia-
logues, in which agreement on the nature 
of Baptism and the Holy Eucharist is nec-
essary to moving toward the full commu-

Theologians’ statement on open communion reignites debate 
among Episcopalians ahead of General Convention

continued on page 11
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The wine stands on a large credence table behind the altar in the worship space for the closing 
Holy Eucharist at the 79th General Convention in the Austin, Texas, Convention Center. 
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the standing commission said.
Its resolution on open communion, 

however, was never considered for ap-
proval by either house. Instead, bishops 
and deputies referred the matter back to 
the standing commission.

In 2006, a Central Florida deputy 
proposed and the 75th General Conven-
tion approved a resolution intended to 
“uphold baptism as a requirement of re-
ceiving Holy Communion.” It also asked 
the House of Bishops’ Theology Com-
mittee and the Standing Commission 
on Liturgy to summarize the “pastoral 
and theological understanding of the 
relationship between Holy Baptism and 
eucharistic practice.”

Then in 2012, the Diocese of North 
Carolina proposed a resolution that 
would have created a special commission 
to study the issue and, as it deemed appro-
priate, recommend changes to the canon 
that limits Communion to the baptized.

The House of Deputies rejected that 
idea, instead substituting language that 
affirmed the link between baptism and 
Communion. The deputies’ vote on the 
substituted resolution was lopsided, with 
85 out of 110 lay deputations voting in 
favor and 70 out of 110 clergy deputa-
tions voting in favor.

After a round of amendments, the final 
resolution approved by both houses called 
baptism “the ancient and normative entry 
point to receiving Holy Communion and 

that our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to go 
into the world and baptize all peoples.”

The issue came up again at the 78th 
General Convention in 2015, when the 
Diocese of El Camino Real proposed a 
resolution that would have added lan-
guage to Canon I.17.7 allowing for an 
exception to the baptism requirement: 
The unbaptized person must have “the 
intent of beginning or strengthening a 
relationship with Christ and eventually 
being baptized,” and the congregation 
must be incorporating open Commu-
nion into an evangelistic plan to “wel-
come all people to Christ’s table.”

The House of Bishops rejected the 
resolution, so it never made it to the 
House of Deputies for consideration.

The Diocese of Northern California 
proposed the resolution that now is be-
fore the 80th General Convention. It calls 
for the outright repeal of Canon I.17.7. 
The diocese listed several justifications 
for that action, including the lack of such 
a requirement in the Gospels and the 
church’s principle of “welcoming all.”

“We all believe that all people are 
God’s people, so it’s not just the gifts 
of God for just baptized people,” Mar-
tin Heatlie testified May 3 on behalf of 
Episcopalians in Northern California 
who researched the issue.

Heatlie was one of eight people who 
spoke about Resolution C028 at an on-
line hearing held by the bishops’ and 
deputies’ committees on Prayer Book, 
Liturgy and Music. Nearly every other 
voice was in opposition.   n

COMMUNION continued from page 10

By Kirk Petersen 
The Living Church

T he financial health of the oldest 
Episcopal seminary deteriorated 
during the pandemic to the ex-
tent that the trustees 

have considered closing the 
school and selling its assets, ac-
cording to testimony at a recent 
online legislative hearing in ad-
vance of General Convention.

Instead, pending approval 
of Resolution A139, General 
Theological Seminary (GTS) 
intends to cede significant gov-
ernance autonomy in a formal 
affiliation with Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary (VTS), the largest and 
most affluent Episcopal seminary.

GTS has “an unsustainable financial 
model, overly reliant on variable and 
vulnerable revenue streams, declining 
interest, applications, and declining en-
rollments in core programs,” said Bishop 
Robert Wright of Atlanta, chair of the 
GTS board of trustees. He was one of 
half dozen witnesses from both seminar-
ies who testified in favor of the resolu-
tion at a June 16 hearing of the joint 
Committee on Agencies and Boards.

Wright said the trustees considered 
three possible courses of action:

Pursuing a partnership or affiliation 
with another seminary;

Selling or redeveloping part of “The 

Close,” GTS’s valuable real estate in the 
Chelsea section of Manhattan; or clos-
ing the seminary, selling its assets, and 
establishing a fund to support theologi-
cal education.

In January 2021, the two seminar-

ies announced they were in talks about 
a partnership that might lead to sharing 
faculty and resources. But in an inter-
view with TLC, the Very Rev. Dr. Mi-
chael W. DeLashmutt, acting dean and 
president of GTS, said the 2022 vision is 
very different.

“The affiliation that we’re proposing 
will effectively give the board of trustees 
of Virginia Seminary a controlling inter-
est in the board of General Seminary. 
And, the leadership of Virginia Semi-
nary will play a considerable role in lead-
ing General Seminary. It’s more than just 
a collaboration, it is a legal affiliating of 
the two institutions,” DeLashmutt said.

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, dean 
and president of VTS, emphasized that 

details are still being negotiated, and that 
a final agreement would have to be ap-
proved by both boards of trustees.

He explained that the proposal would 
expand the VTS board of trustees to 40 
people, with 32 from Virginia and eight 

from General. He and the Vir-
ginia administration would lead 
both seminaries.

“We will still remain two cor-
porations, but the same people 
will run both of those corpora-
tions, and the administration of 
Virginia Theological Seminary 
will be responsible for Gen-
eral Theological Seminary,” 
Markham said.

Both deans rejected the idea 
that General would become a “subsid-
iary” of Virginia. “This is where it gets 
very very complicated, because that has 
a distinctive set of legal connotations. So 
I don’t think you can say that, actually,” 
Markham said. “The word we’re using is 
affiliation.”

“This isn’t simply a takeover of the 
seminary by Virginia, but rather an affili-
ation and an alignment, borne out of a 
common sense of mission,” DeLashmutt 
said.

All of this depends on the passage of 
Resolution A139, which would grant 
GTS the authority to make changes to 
its own constitution and bylaws. Under a 
19th-century arrangement that is unique 
to GTS among Episcopal seminaries, 

any such change requires the concurrent 
approval of General Convention.

“If this resolution fails to pass the 
General Convention, the Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary board will not proceed 
with the affiliation,” David Charlton, 
chair of the VTS board, testified in the 
legislative hearing.

Passage seems highly likely. Nobody 
spoke in opposition to the proposal dur-
ing the hearing, and committee members 
posed no questions. Both deans said they 
have been discussing the matter with their 
constituencies for months, and both said 
they know of no opposition.

“I think most people feel that it’s bet-
ter for this affiliation to happen than for 
General to disappear,” Markham said. 
“That was its dilemma.”

There is a need for “naming the sense 
of loss by some because things were 
changing,” Wright told TLC. “Rather 
than opposition, there was some real 
pastoral care that was required, and I 
think will be required going forward.”

General Theological Seminary was 
founded in 1817, and the vision at the 
time was that it would become a uni-
fied seminary serving the entire church. 
Thus the General Convention retained 
considerable control of the governance 
of GTS. But VTS was founded in 1823, 
and the School of Theology at Sewanee: 
The University of the South in 1857, 
both with governance structures inde-
pendent of General Convention.   n

General Convention to consider a lifeline for GTS

Photo/Wikimedia Commons

The interior Close of the General Theological Seminary.
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Churches seek resources to secure facilities against intruders, violence

Supreme Court limits restrictions on guns in public places,  
rejecting tighter controls backed by Episcopal leaders

By Pat McCaughan 
Episcopal News Service

T he recent shooting at a Laguna 
Woods, Calif., house of worship 
underscores the unique challenges 
churches face as they balance safety 

and security with serving as beacons of 
welcome and hospitality for everyone.

“You want to help people and 
to offer resources and yet we also 
have a duty to protect our parish-
ioners,” said the Rev. Julie Beals, as-
sociate rector of the mutual minis-
tries of St. Andrew’s, Torrance, and 
Christ Church, Redondo Beach. 
Each church recently received a 
$200,000 grant through the Cali-
fornia Office of Emergency Services 
to upgrade campus security.

For example, homeless people 
congregating in the courtyard on 
the Torrance campus “were cut-
ting electrical wires to turn off the 
lights so they could sleep at night,” she 
said. “It’s sad, at such a deep level, and 
it’s frustrating, because it costs a lot of 
money to repair the lights.”

Similarly, break-ins at St. Alban’s 
Church in Westwood prompted the 
Rev. Christie Mossman to also seek a 
Cal OES grant. A risk assessment had 
indicated the need for increased outdoor 
lighting, door and window and other 
upgrades at the aging facility.

“We want to keep an open campus, 
and we do want to protect it,” she said. 
“It’s a very well-used facility. We rent out 
parts of the church and we have students 
coming in and out all the time. We’re a 
place students know to come if some-

thing happens on campus, a safe place.”
Ken Higginbotham Jr., an external 

affairs officer for FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, and a 
parishioner at St. Stephen’s, Santa Clari-
ta, said the Laguna Woods incident and 
others, such as the 2015 shooting that 
killed nine at Mother Emanuel AME 
Church in South Carolina, send the 

message that churches may be targeted.
“There was a time when sanctuaries 

were sort of off the radar, but things have 
changed and, unfortunately, we have to 
adapt in a way that we’re more aware of 
our surroundings and situations.”

And while there is no way to eliminate 
violent acts altogether, “we can attempt 
to minimize them,” he said. “Every con-
gregation needs a security plan, as well 
as readily accessible evacuation plans in 
case of unforeseen circumstances, to en-
sure that congregants and houses of wor-
ship are protected as best as possible.”

It’s a balance, he added: “We don’t 
want churches to become fortresses or to 
develop a siege mentality. We’re there to 

worship and to have a sense of spiritual 
community. However, we also need the 
sense of being aware of our surroundings 
and to know that there is a plan, in the 
event unfortunate acts happen.”

Paul Castillo, a Christ Church parish-
ioner who works for security company 
and who performed risk assessments at the 
Redondo Beach, Torrance and Westwood 

campuses, said that churches are also 
unique because of valuable, often 
irreplaceable possessions, like birth 
and death records, silver chalices and 
altar service items, and human re-
mains, if a columbarium is present.

Threats exist on several levels; 
training and awareness are key, he 
added.

“We have to be aware that 
churches are targets for hate crimes. 
It may not happen in terms of a 
break-in or a shooting. It could be 
as simple as being hacked on Zoom 
during morning prayer. Or worship 

could be disrupted by protesters, or even 
someone intent on preying on seniors.”

Because “the church’s primary func-
tion is to be accessible to the commu-
nity as a resource,” security needs to be 
planned accordingly, he said. “Banks 
can put up bulletproof glass and security 
cameras, but … when you apply security 
to churches you have to do it differently. 
You cannot just make them impreg-
nable. You have to do it in a way that 
people still feel comfortable.”

Training and raising staff and parish-
ioner awareness are also critical compo-
nents to ensure protection.

“When I do a walk-through of a 
church, often staff are shocked at the 

doors and windows left open,” Castillo 
said. “Nobody’s checked them. Nobody’s 
walked around and tried doors and 
windows. And, when I got back a few 
months later, they’re still open.”

In Redondo Beach, the grant will be used 
to install an alarm system, security cameras, 
motion sensor lighting, to upgrade doors 
and locks, and to replace a deteriorating 
fence at the back of the church after “Paul 
identified that a car could drive through 
the very weak space. Somebody could drive 
onto the campus from the back if they re-
ally wanted to hurt people,” Beals said.

The new door locks are part of a com-
puterized system that would enable staff 
to quickly execute a lockdown if neces-
sary. “The kind of systems we’re talking 
about are based on what schools have 
implemented, after Sandy Hook and 
other school shootings,” she said.

Twenty-six people were shot and 
killed at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School Dec. 14, 2012, in Newtown, 
Conn., the deadliest mass shooting at a 
U.S. elementary school.

The new locks will also provide a code 
system to avoid a common occurrence 
— missing or lost keys. “You never quite 
know how many people have copies of 
keys and access to security codes. We have 
several recovery groups that come and go, 
and they pass the keys and information 
to the next person. And there are many 
people who’ve left the church who still 
have keys that we don’t know about.”

Similarly, “You can program the light-
ing so if there’s unusual activity at mid-
night, that would link to my phone and 
alert me that something’s going on at the 
church in the middle of the night.”   n

By David Paulson 
Episcopal News Service

T he U.S. Supreme Court on June 
23 struck down a 108-year-old 
New York gun law, siding with a 
more expansive approach to in-

dividual Second Amendment rights in 
public places while rejecting the narrow-
er interpretation favored by supporters 
of New York’s law, including Episcopal 
Church leaders.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and 
the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, president 
of the House of Deputies, had joined an 
interfaith group of more than 400 re-
ligious leaders in filing a “friend of the 
court” brief that opposed the challenge 
to the law, citing the potential increased 
risk of violence at houses of worship.

Less than a week ago, a man used a 
handgun to kill three people attending 
a potluck at an Episcopal church in Ala-
bama.

The case, New York State Rifle & 
Pistol Association v. Bruen, focused on 
New York’s requirement that gun own-
ers show “proper cause” for self-defense 
before they can receive permits to carry 

concealed guns in public. Two gun own-
ers, Robert Nash and Brandon Koch, 
had received licenses to carry guns out-
side their homes for target shooting and 
hunting, but they were denied concealed 
carry permits for failure to show a special 
need to defend themselves. They joined 
a gun rights advocacy group in suing to 
challenge that requirement.

The court’s 6-3 ruling in favor of the 
two men split along ideological lines, 
with the six more-conservative justices 
in the majority and three liberal justices 
dissenting. They handed down the rul-
ing amid renewed public scrutiny of 
American gun laws in the wake of recent 
mass shootings, including the killing of 
10 people at a Buffalo, New York, gro-
cery story on May 14 and the killing of 
19 students and 2 teachers on May 24 at 
an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas.

In response to those massacres, a bi-
partisan group of senators successfully 
advanced a package of new gun safety 
legislation this week after years of suc-
cessful opposition by gun rights groups 
to any such reforms. The legislation 
cleared a key procedural hurdle on June 
21 and awaits a final vote. Two days after 

the legislative breakthrough, however, 
gun safety advocates were dealt a setback 
in the Supreme Court ruling, penned by 
Justice Clarence Thomas. 

“The Second Amendment guaran-
teed to ‘all Americans’ the right to bear 
commonly used arms in public subject 
to certain reasonable, well-defined re-
strictions,” Thomas wrote. “We know 
of no other constitutional right that an 
individual may exercise only after dem-
onstrating to government officers some 
special need.”

The meaning and intent of the Sec-
ond Amendment, sometimes down to 
the placement of its punctuation, has 
been hotly debated in recent decades as 
gun rights groups, particularly the Na-
tional Rifle Association, have advocated 
for fewer limits on individuals’ rights 
to own and carry firearms. The Second 
Amendment, ratified in 1791, reads in 
full: “A well regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.”

New York is one of seven states with 
“proper cause” requirements, according to 
the Giffords Law Center, which advocates 

for stricter gun laws. The other six states 
are California, Delaware, Hawaii, Mary-
land, Massachusetts and New Jersey. They 
are among the 29 states that generally re-
quire a permit for gun owners to carry 
concealed weapons in public, while no 
permit is necessary in the other 21 states.

The brief supported by Curry and Jen-
nings warned that throwing out the New 
York law could undermine gun regulations 
in that state and in other jurisdictions, 
making it more likely that guns will be 
brought into churches and other “sensitive 
places” where guns usually are prohibited.

Other Episcopal clergy were among 
the signers of the brief, including more 
than more than 20 Episcopal bishops 
who are members of the Bishops United 
Against Gun Violence network.

The Episcopal Church’s General Con-
vention has passed numerous resolutions 
over the years calling for tighter gun 
laws. A General Convention resolution 
from 1976 supported “federal, state and 
local legislation aimed at controlling the 
sale and use of hand guns” and a 2015 
resolution urging lawmakers to pass laws 
requiring permits for citizens to carry 
concealed weapons.   n
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St. Andrew’s Church in Torrance, Calif., is seen.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E piscopal congregations and 
church leaders are honoring 
the victims of the deadly school 
shooting in Uvalde, Texas, and 

calling for action against gun violence in 
prayer vigils and worship services across 
the United States, including a vigil held 
in the Connecticut community where 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
massacre occurred nearly 10 years ago.

“We will never get over what has hap-
pened. Children have been killed. Our 
hearts have been broken. The image of 
our hometown has been shattered,” the 
Rev. Michael Marsh, rector of St. Philip’s 
Church in Uvalde, told those in the pews 
at the church’s May 29 Eucharist, which 
was livestreamed on Facebook. But, he 
continued, “my hope and my belief and 
even my experience are that we will get 
through this.”

The congregation has joined local ef-
forts to collect donations to support sur-
vivors, families of victims and others in 
the community.

“This community responds together 
in times like this,” Beverly Heyen, a 
15-year-old member of St. Philip’s, told 
Time. “Our hearts go out to everyone, 
and everyone is connected in some way. 
… And this church is a part of that.”

The December 2012 rampage at 
Sandy Hook in Newtown, Conn., left 
20 students and six educators dead. It 
remains the nation’s deadliest school 
shooting, though the attack in Uvalde 
has drawn comparisons. The gunman 

in Uvalde opened fire at Robb 
Elementary School on May 24, 
killing 19 students and two 
teachers.

“We know too well what the 
Uvalde community is going 
through right now,” Po Murray, 
chairman of Newtown Action 
Alliance, said at a May 26 vigil 
at Trinity Church in Newtown. 
“Newtown and Uvalde will be 
forever connected by shared 
tragedies that have ripped the 
hearts out of so many in the 
nation and in the world.”

The Episcopal Church has 
advocated at least since the 
1970s for legislation seeking 
to reduce the risk of gun violence in the 
United States, though efforts to pass 
new gun restrictions and safety measures 
routinely face insurmountable barriers 
in Congress, where pro-gun groups like 
the National Rifle Association have been 
successful in blocking them.

“God of righteousness, you have 
granted our leaders, our president, the 
governor, members of Congress, the 
courts and legislatures power and re-
sponsibility to protect us and to uphold 
our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Presiding Bishop Curry said 
May 24 in prayers that were livestreamed 
on Facebook. “Strengthen their devotion 
and our devotion to our common life, to 
find clarity of purpose for all.”

In Southington, Conn., about 30 miles 
northeast of Newtown, St. Paul’s Church 
held a “service of lament” on May 28 to 
mourn the 21 victims in Uvalde, includ-

ing by tolling its bell 21 times.
“We felt really impacted because San-

dy Hook has not left the veins of Con-
necticut,” the Rev. Helena Martin, the 
church’s priest-in-charge, told WFSB-
TV. She wore an orange stole to signify 
her solidary with gun safety advocates.

“We don’t just pray and go home,” she 
said. “A lot of people at St. Paul’s are feel-
ing fired up and want to do something.”

Other vigils sought to honor the vic-
tims in both Uvalde and Buffalo, New 
York, another city in mourning after 
a mass shooting. A gunman killed 10 
people, all of them Black, at a Buffalo 
grocery store on May 14, an attack that 
authorities say was motivated by racist 
ideology.

In Austin, Texas, St. James Church 
hosted a service on May 26 at which 
Austin Mayor Stephen Alder spoke. 
“The real danger here is not the evil, be-

cause we know that evil exists,” 
Alder said. “The real danger is 
that we give up and give in to 
that evil.”

At Grace Cathedral in San 
Francisco, the Rev. Jude Har-
mon, canon for innovative min-
istries, opened his sermon for 
the cathedral’s May 29 Eucharist 
by reading the names and ages of 
each of the 21 victims in Uvalde. 
He went on to suggest that the 
political tactics of gun rights 
groups like the NRA are anti-
thetical to the teachings of Jesus.

“Some love their guns more 
than their children,” Harmon 
said. “In Christianity, we have a 

name for that: idolatry.”
Dean Randy Hollerith of Washington 

National Cathedral also addressed the 
Uvalde massacre in his May 29 sermon.

“This week has been devastating,” 
Hollerith said. “For me, there is grief be-
yond words.”

The carnage in Uvalde and Buffalo 
isn’t isolated, he continued. More than 
200 mass shootings by one measure have 
occurred in the United States so far this 
year, he said, and shootings were report-
ed just a day earlier in Maryland, Geor-
gia and Tennessee.

“We have a serious problem with gun 
violence in this country, and we have to 
do something about it,” Hollerith said. 
“Jesus wants us to know, we are all con-
nected. We are all one in Christ. These 
deaths are our deaths, this grief is our 
grief. Like it or not, we are all in this to-
gether.”   n

Worshippers mourn school massacre victims amid calls to stop gun violence
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Twenty-one candles for the victims, and one for the shooter, are 
lit outside St. Philip’s Church, Uvalde, Texas. 

By Episcopal News Service staff

T hree people were killed in a shoot-
ing at St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church in Vestavia Hills, Ala., 
during a potluck supper on June 

16. A 71-year-old man is in custody 
pending charges, according to police.

“At some point he produced a hand-
gun and began shooting, striking three 
victims,” Vestavia Hills Police Chief 
Danny Rary said during a June 17 press 
conference, describing the suspect only 
as an “occasional attendee” of the church.

Walter Rainey, 84, of Ironville, died 
at the scene. Sarah Yeager, 75, of Pelham, 
later died at the University of Alabama 
Hospital in Birmingham. The third vic-
tim, an 84-year-old woman from Hoover, 
died at the same hospital, police said on 
Friday afternoon, adding that her family 
had asked that her name not be released.

Another potluck attendee subdued 
the shooter, who acted alone, and held 
him down until police arrived, Rary said.

“Our hearts are broken from the hor-
rible tragedy this evening at Saint Ste-
phen’s,” the Rev. John Burruss, St. Ste-
phen’s rector, wrote on June 16. “More 
than anything, I ask your prayers for our 
community, especially those who are in-
jured and the families of the deceased.

“These are the pillars of our commu-

nity, and I cannot begin to fathom how 
painful this is for our entire church, and 
the larger community. There is much 
that will be shared in the coming days 
and weeks as we look to gather and pro-

cess this tragic event.”
Police were dispatched around 6:22 

p.m. in response to reports of an active 
shooter at the church building, accord-
ing to an ABC News report. The monthly 
“Boomers” potluck event began at 5 p.m., 
according to the church’s event calendar. It 
is unclear how many people were in atten-
dance, according to Debbie Donaldson, 
the diocese’s missioner for communication.

The Rev. Doug Carpenter, who 
founded the parish in 1973, told AL.com 
that a man calling himself “Mr. Smith” 
was sitting alone at the potluck and a 
parishioner invited him to sit at a table. 

The man refused and later pulled out a 
handgun and shot three people, Carpen-
ter said, adding that no one at the dinner 
knew him. “We’re trying to figure out 
who he is,” Carpenter told AL.com.

A livestreamed prayer service for the 
victims was held at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Mountain Brook, Ala., the 
following morning.

“We come together today because we 
need to share our deepest fears, our hurt, our 
broken hearts and our grief, and we need to 
lament and mourn together,” Alabama Bish-
op Glenda Curry said during her sermon. 
“We need to be here because this is how 
God’s people respond when the world falls 
apart. … Right now Jesus is weeping with 
us and hurting with us and praying for us.”

Several hours after the shooting, Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry led a prayer 
service for the victims and survivors of 
the attack on Facebook Live.

“Surround us with your love, even in 
difficult times, as we face again the trag-
edy of gun violence,” Curry said, using a 
prayer adapted from a litany from Bish-
ops United Against Gun Violence. “Mer-
ciful God, please bind up the wounds of 
all who suffer from gun violence.”

In a June 17 statement, the presiding 
bishop encouraged Episcopalians across 
the church to offer special prayers on 
Sunday “for those affected by the shoot-

ing at St. Stephen’s — and for all victims 
of gun violence.”

“Even as I write, I am on the way to 
the commemoration of the nine who 
were martyred in 2015 at Mother Eman-
uel AME Church in Charleston, S.C. 
The plague of gun violence in the United 
States affects us all, and now it has af-
fected a congregation in The Episcopal 
Church,” he said.

The Rev. Rebecca Bridges, associate rec-
tor for formation and outreach at St. Ste-
phen’s, was in London at the time of the 
shooting and posted a reflection on the 
parish website mourning the loss of the 
“very beloved members of our Saint Ste-
phen’s community” and said she and the 
community would be “forever changed.”

“This is a space that we associate with 
love and joy and community — wedding 
receptions, Vacation Bible School, bingo 
and movie nights, guest lectures, Sunday 
Forums, Wednesday night dinners, the 
ECW Tea,” Bridges wrote. “Now this same 
space will also be linked in our minds with 
a time of fear and chaos and sorrow.”

The shooting came one day before the 
seventh anniversary of the deadly mas-
sacre at Mother Emanuel AME, where a 
gunman shot and killed nine Black peo-
ple during a Bible study at the church. 
Curry is scheduled to participate in a 7 
p.m. Bible study honoring the dead.   n

Man kills three at Episcopal church in Alabama

‘�We�need�to�be�here�
because�this�is�
how�God’s�people�
respond�when�the�
world�falls�apart.’�

—�Bishop�Glenda�Curry
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All�ages�around��
the�table

 
Review by Emily J. García, 
The Living Church

“C reative Ideas for the Fam-
ily Eucharist” by Sarah Len-
ton, a priest of the Church of 
England, is the latest of many 

books since the 1990s that offer ready-
made resources for those looking to lead 
child-focused worship. Unlike so many 
of those other texts, this one will provide 
worship leaders with clear and sound 
guiding principles, as well as scripts for 
focused, interactive sermons. 

The best part comes first: the intro-
duction and the opening three chapters 
(“General Principles,” “Setting up a Fam-
ily Eucharist,” and “The Eucharist Step 
by Step”). Following these we find the 
bulk of the book, 35 sermon scripts for 
the whole liturgical year and major feast 
days. The closing appendices include 
Common Worship’s Eucharistic Prayer H, 
a short liturgy for “Children’s Mass,” in-
tercessions for each season, a “Children’s 

Liturgy for Good Friday” (essentially the 
biblical Stations of the Cross), and then 
a script for the stations with children. 

The opening chapters are reason 
enough to buy the book, especially for a 
worship leader who is either new to High 
Church liturgy or looking to involve 
children more authentically in worship. 
These chapters are full of concrete point-
ers for newbies and old hands — about 
how to work with minutes-long atten-
tion spans, about how some parents are 
actually more disruptive than children, 
about how to channel energy usefully 
rather than trying to tamp it down. 

Throughout these chapters we see her 
affirmation that a service of the Eucha-
rist is always an ‘all ages’ service, and she 
points out how to heighten and involve 
children in the most sense-heavy and 
interactive bits of a solemn celebration. 
For example, she notes that “[t]he Eu-
charist typically comes with costumes: 
venerable, colorful — and useful,” and 
in fact “wearing ancient garments is both 
fun and interesting.” 

Making the sign of the cross and 
genuflecting are suggested for those who 
fidget, and in solemn worship one can 
more easily “give competent kids some 
glamorous tasks.” 

Working with children also involves a 
bit more planning than most adults are 
used to, and here, too, she walks lead-
ers through considering their space and 
adapting for their particular needs and 
preparing for whatever the congregation 
brings. Lenton teaches with great encour-

agement and humor. 
The sermons that 

follow, too, are on the 
whole admirably fo-
cused — the questions, 
jokes, images, and props 
generally point back to 
the central theological 
topic she has chosen. 
(Many of us regularly 
hear sermons intended 
for adults that do not do 
this.) In these sermons, 
too, Lenton is teaching 
readers how to interact 
effectively, how to speak 
simply and clearly and 
in age-appropriate ways, 
and how to focus, for 
children, on one thing. 

There are two weak-
nesses that may require 
adaptation. Many of us 
who want to include dif-
ferent sorts of households will choose to 
revise some of Lenton’s language around 
families. This is most notable in her 
Mothering Sunday service, in which the 
only reasons she offers for “your moth-
er” not being there is that she’s dead or 
“couldn’t make it.” 

When describing a biblical fam-
ily shown with one father, she suggests 
something must be missing, and asks, 
“Didn’t the boy have a mother? Who 
cooked the fatted calf ”?

 A more serious weakness in the ser-
mons that will occasionally be harder to 

adapt is her thoughtless-
ness toward Judaism and 
Jews. The two most obvi-
ous of several examples 
are in the sermons for 
the Feast of the Presen-
tation. In one, she says, 
“The Jews thought” that 
“people should present 
their little boy to God 
— and buy him back.” 
Some brief reading (like 
in the footnotes in “The 
Jewish Annotated New 
Testament”) will correct 
this notion. 

In the second sermon, 
she suggests asking for a 
member of “the Chosen 
Race” to come up and be 
“congratulate[d] on their 
privilege.” Regardless of 
the intent, the harm is 
the same. 

On a more practical note, our Book 
of Common Prayer will require some 
small tweaks to Lenton’s plan: if this will 
be the main Sunday service, then Com-
mon Worship’s Prayer H cannot be used. 
However, for those who would like to 
start or strengthen their interactive Eu-
charists with children, this is an excellent 
resource and teaching guide.   n

 
The Rev. Emily J. Garcia is assistant 

rector of Our Redeemer, Lexington, 
Massachusetts, and a children’s ministry 
consultant.

Creative Ideas for the 
Family Eucharist: 
A Round-the-Year 
Resource 
By Sarah Lenton 
Canterbury Press,  
pp. 384, $40
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It’s summer time! Time for summer reading

Editor’s Note: Summer is here and time to 
relax with a good book to take you to far 
away places, or help you get caught up with 
day-to-day topics of interest. Episcopal 
Journal offers an assortment of books to 
perk your interest. 

Better�democracy�
through�disagreement?

 
Reviewed by D. Stephen Long 
The Living Church

R obert Wuthnow’s informative 
work is filled with insights about 
religions’ role in American de-
mocracy. Religions, he claims, 

oppose tyranny because of the conflicts 
they generate (chapter 1); contribute to 
liberty of conscience through the “mul-
tiple options” set forth on participation 
in war (chapter two); require freedom of 
assembly to accommodate their diverse 
forms (chapter three); promote human 
dignity across the political spectrum by 
addressing indignities (chapter four); 
keep alive discussions of inclusion on 
emigration and citizenship (chapter 
five), and on wealth disparity through 
the prosperity gospel, philanthrocapi-
talism, faith-friendly initiatives, and 
Catholic social teaching (chapter six); 
and lead debate on health and vaccines 
through “resistance, adaption, and advo-
cacy” (chapter seven).

Reading this too hasty summary 
should produce confusion in the reader. 
One might have presumed that religions 
are good for American democracy be-
cause of their unifying or reconciling 
character, but Wuthnow makes the op-
posite claim. The diversity and disagree-

ments religions produce, internally and 
externally, require democratic means for 
their accommodation. Religion is good 
not as a unifying force but “because of 
religion’s capacity to bring diverse values, 
interests, and moral claims into juxtapo-
sition with one another.”

Religions are less useful because they 
promote peace, truth, or goodness, and 
more because they are sites of contesta-
tion. Wuthnow’s argument is framed by 
the agonistic pluralism set forth by po-
litical philosopher Chantal Mouffe. De-
mocracy flourishes when it is agonistic.

Deliberative democracy that seeks to 
ground it in reasonable consensus (John 
Rawls or Jürgen Habermas), or a neo-
Aristotelianism that affirms a rational, 
comprehensive conception of the good 
to which politics can be ordered (Alas-
dair MacIntyre), he says, diminishes 
democracy by preempting messy, diver-
gent, and irreconcilable interests for a 
premature unity. Contra Plato’s noble 
lie, Augustine’s tranquility of order, or 

even R.J. Rushdoony’s Christian nation-
alist Reconstructionism, religion serves 
democracy best not through its unify-
ing potential but in its divisiveness. The 
argument is intriguing, but one must 
accept Mouffe’s noncognitive political 
philosophy, with its paradoxical claim 
that conflict integrates, for it to work.

Wuthnow’s work is a sociology of reli-
gion; it is neither a theology nor an eth-
ics. He can describe events without moral 
evaluation, such as J.C. Penney and Con-
rad Hilton’s affirmation of faith because it 
was good for business, the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s use of Paul Tillich’s ultimate con-
cern to define religion, or the fact that sex 
workers regularly set up business at reviv-
alist camp meetings. There is much more 
to learn in his well-crafted narrative, but 
do not expect him to make theological 
or ethical evaluations, or at least to make 
them too explicit. They are present. After 
all, good is in the title.

Description and evaluation are finally 
inseparable, even to a careful sociologist 
like Wuthnow. He is rightly concerned 
about “autocratic tendencies” in West-
ern democracies that have led to an un-
healthy “polarization.” He does not let 
the reader know about this concern until 
the concluding pages, but I think it sets 
the context for the work and offers two 
possible interpretations.

On the one hand, Wuthnow alleviates 
the anxiety of those who think religions 
in America are contributing to the de-

cline of democracy. We need no more 
handwringing over how to fix religion if 
it is to be good for democracy. Messy re-
ligions contribute to democracy by their 
messiness.

On the other hand, Wuthnow ac-
knowledges that authoritarian tendences 
in religion threaten democracy. This sec-
ond interpretation is not in tension with 
the first. They work together because of 
his alternative prescription on how to 
address these tendencies. Democracy 
is agonistic pluralism. Religions should 
take their place within it.

The advantage of Wuthnow’s analysis 
is that it steers clear of pious, sentimen-
tal claims like “Let’s just find common 
ground,” or “Can’t we discover what 
unites us?” He also avoids the all too 
common bland appeal to centrism. Re-
freshingly, he does not ask us to “meet in 
the middle.” Give us the edges, let them 
present their arguments, and let’s debate 
what is right or wrong about them.

The disadvantage is that it might un-
derwrite the claim that expressions of 
interest alone, rather than truth, reason, 
or goodness, form the basis for political 
society. It might be too descriptively ac-
curate. If so, we may have no rational 
means to adjudicate our differences, 
even our polarization.   n

 
Dr. D. Stephen Long is Cary M. 

Maguire University Professor of Ethics at 
Southern Methodist University.

Why Religion 
Is Good for 
American 
Democracy
By Robert 
Wuthnow

Princeton 
University Press, 
pp. 328, $27.50
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Transformed�by��
an�encounter

 
Review by Tracie Middleton 

I n the distant future, the Church has 
become a footnote in earth’s history. 
Its one remaining cathedral serves 
more frequently as a tourist attrac-

tion than a place of worship. The 29-year-
old bishop, Peter, carries a ridiculously 
long collection of grand-sounding titles 
representing defunct denominations, 
but he worries that his primary role will 
be to bury the last remaining Christians. 
After another of his members is killed in 
an attack by one of the nihilistic suicide 
bombers called Denunciators (“nuns” for 
short), Bishop Peter considers that the 
congregation is down to eleven members, 
fewer than even Jesus had. The tiny group 

doesn’t seem to stand a chance at survival, 
much less growth.

But one day, an unusual young woman 
calling herself “Sophia” pitches her tent 
on the cathedral’s doorstep, and both 
Peter and his flock find themselves unex-
pectedly transformed by the encounter.

J.F. Alexander is writer-in-residence at 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in San Jose. 
He was raised in the Texas panhandle 
and earned degrees from Austin Col-
lege (my alma mater also), Tufts Univer-
sity Fletcher School, and Stanford Law 
School. He was a Newbigin fellow in 
theology, and has worked in the fields of 
law, business, and NASA’s human space-
flight program.

Alexander brings various aspects of 
his study and experience into dialogue 
with a science fiction novel that wrestles 
with theology. This may not really be a 
stretch. Science fiction lends itself to an 

exploration of bigger ques-
tions in a way that readers 
from a humanistic or faith 
context can both engage.

Our more secular so-
ciety has for a couple of 
centuries been fascinated 
and maybe increasingly 
disillusioned with what 
once seemed an endlessly 
hopeful vision of science. 
Can humanity solve its 
societal and personal chal-
lenges, though, by repro-
gramming “problematic” 
people’s brains or by start-
ing over on other planets? 
Will there still be a role for 
religious faith and practice 
in the future, or will the 
Church become a museum exhibit?

My perception of the novel’s weaker 
points are that it sometimes doesn’t seem 
to trust the reader enough to put things 
together and can over-explain. At points, 
the dialogue feels more like a treatise or 
philosophical essay, with the characters 
just there to voice it.

Some of its strengths are its explora-
tion of theodicy and human relation-
ships. I was moved by the sensitivity 
and insight around a scene involving a 
sexual assault, which functions as a cru-
cifixion event. Bishop Peter experiences 
transformation at the intersection of his 
love for Sophia and his pain at what he 
initially perceives as betrayal. He later 

realizes he misjudged what 
he saw, and apologizes, not 
only for failing to show 
compassion for her suffer-
ing, but also for centering 
his own pain and blaming 
her for that as well. This 
passage challenged me 
consider how, in railing 
at God or at another per-
son from the place of my 
own pain, I often have no 
awareness or even curiosity 
of what’s happening inside 
anyone else. This moves 
the problem of pain out of 
a self-focused framing into 
a larger, more complex and 
ultimately more hopeful 
vision.

“I Am Sophia” delves into ageless is-
sues along with a more modern fascina-
tion for space exploration, in the face of 
existential concerns for the future of the 
Church, humanity, and the earth itself. Its 
message is one of hope. Alexander clearly 
loves the Church and has confidence in 
our future while also offering critique of 
our tendencies toward self-preservation 
over mission and compassion.    n

 
The Rev. Tracie Middleton is a dea-

con residing in Beaumont, Texas and is 
currently President of the Association for 
Episcopal Deacons and a Crisis Interven-
tion Coordinator for the Rape and Suicide 
Crisis Center of Southeast Texas. 

Strength�for�a�
demanding�journey

 
Review by Christine Havens 
The Living Church

P art of my everyday morning rou-
tine is word-based puzzles in The 
New York Times. First, I do Mini 
Crossword, then the Spelling Bee, 

then Wordle, then Quordle (Wordle x4). 
It usually doesn’t take me too long to 
solve any of these, with the exception 
of the Spelling Bee. Mostly I do these 
puzzles for enjoyment, but lately it’s also 
become a canary in a coal mine, allaying 
fears of early-onset Alzheimer’s or other 
age-related dementia.

The more likely scenario is that within 

five years, I will be a caregiver for my par-
ents, one of whom, while not having Al-
zheimer’s, is probably on the way to a de-
mentia diagnosis. I am far from the only 
one who will experience life in this man-
ner. This makes Jean M. Denton’s “Walk-
ing Each Other Home” vitally important.

Companionship is the key for those 
undergoing a life with this diagnosis. As 
Denton points out early on: “No demen-
tia is solitary, especially for those whose 
lives have intertwined. We walk together, 
caregiver and care recipient, each having 
a different experience with the same de-
mentia. We walk together even if we are 
living apart. We walk each other home, 
even though dementia takes us to dif-
ferent destinations.” Both of the people 
within the bond of caring need compan-
ionship, and often the spiritual aspect is 
neglected. “Walking Each Other Home” 
addresses this need.

Denton devotes space in chapter 

three, “What It Means to Care,” to em-
phasizing how much “caregiving is mini-
malized and marginalized, viewed as a 
private matter rather than a social re-
sponsibility.” She wants to open that per-
spective, as well as the view that women 
are society’s natural, and only, caregivers.

While this book is focused on the in-
dividual, Denton’s background in public 
health and in nursing suggests that she 
would love for individuals to advocate 
together for a change in attitudes toward 
this crucial role. More than once does 
she remind the reader that all of us “are 
caregivers, will be caregivers, or will be 
care-receivers.”

“Walking Each Other Home” is not 
a read-straight-through memoir, as 
other chronicles of dementia have been, 
though it does function in part as a 

memoir of Denton and her husband, 
Tom, who died of Alzheimer’s.

The format is that of a devotional, 
divided into five engaging and acces-
sible parts that map out what life with 
a dementia care-receiver might look 
like. Each part is then subdivided into 
chapters, each of which includes a bit 
of memoir, followed by Denton’s reflec-
tion on that experience, wisdom in the 
form of a poem or passage from a spiri-
tual guide (the Gospels, Wendell Berry, 
Emily Dickinson), and questions for 

the reader to reflect on. All of this is quite 
apt for the author’s stated purpose to “help 
you articulate your own spiritual story.”

Denton’s experience as a spiritual direc-
tor and Episcopal priest, not to mention 
her journey with her late husband, shines 
in her professional and pastoral writing. 
Her afterword wraps all up by talking 
about what success looks like. Denton’s ex-
cellent caregiving in “Walking Each Other 
Home” makes this a book every cleric 
should keep a few copies of on the shelf, 
in order to give to those in such situations.

When my turn comes to be a caregiv-
er for a parent with dementia, this book 
will be one of my companions, thanks to 
the Dentons’ journey of faith in love.    n

 
Christine Havens is a poet and writer 

and a graduate of the Seminary of the 
Southwest whose work has appeared in The 
Anglican Theological Review and Mock-
ingbird Ministries blog, mbird.com.
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his longtime publishers having rejected 
them and mainstream news no longer 
extending invitations.

The “great replacement” theory has 
not been limited to France and Europe, 
nor has it remained only in the political 
sphere. 

It is also not new and is only the lat-
est version in a series of earlier concepts 
throughout American history, such as 
Manifest Destiny, Jim Crow, the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882, Richard Nixon’s 
“Southern Strategy” in the 1970s, and, 
in 2017, the “Unite the Right” protest in 
Charlottesville, where tikki torch-toting 
white supremacists marched and chant-
ed “Jews will not replace us.” 

Though the names are different, the 
underlying myth is the same: that we are 
a chosen nation, an innocent nation, and 
a Christian nation. This undying myth, 
embraced and dog-whistled in speeches 
or debates by some of this country’s poli-
ticians, is also deeply embedded in white 

Christian nationalism. Fear of the “other,” 
as represented by a rapidly changing de-
mographic, where, according to census 
projections, non-Hispanic whites will no 
longer comprise the majority racial group 
by 2045, is arguably the most powerful 
force driving the great replacement the-
ory. The decline in the number of white 
people presumes the loss of political, 
economic, and cultural power. For those 
who fear such seismic change, the “great 
replacement theory” makes sense and is a 
galvanizing motivator to fight back.

Since 2015, there has been a long and 
growing list of racism-fueled attacks in 
the United States against Black, Asian, 
Latino, and Jewish communities. The 
perpetrators of at least two mass shoot-
ings — at a Walmart in El Paso, Texas 
and at Tops grocery store in Buffalo, New 
York — claimed to have been inspired 
by the tenets of the “great replacement” 
theory, that this country’s growing racial 
and ethnic diversity — spearheaded by 
“elites” — will overwhelm and supplant 
what has been a white Christian nation.

Christians need to be wary of the “great 
replacement” theory, which, in addressing 
the nation in the aftermath of the Buffalo 
shooting, President Biden called a “lie” and 
white supremacy a “poison.” It stands in 
hostile opposition to the vows we make (or 
which have been made for us by adults) in 
the baptismal covenant, which states that 
we will, with God’s help, persevere in re-
sisting evil, and that we will seek and serve 
Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor 
as ourselves. Though we are multi-denom-
inational, we are, in the words of St. Paul to 
the Galatian church, “one in Jesus Christ.” 
(Galatians 3:28) These words are a remind-
er of our shared identity that transcends all 
other identifications and allegiances. 

Regardless of their own political views, 
our clergy and religious leaders must 
preach courageously and forthrightly 
against all forms of white supremacy 
by denouncing the great replacement 
theory and upholding the other and bet-
ter “great,” Christ’s Great Commission, 
which is his mandate to “make disciples of 
all nations” (Matt. 28:16-20). This is not 

achieved by looking with hostility on oth-
ers who are different, by calling for their 
removal from our land, or by murdering 
them. If we are the Christians we claim 
to be, then we engage with the “other” in 
love, as Christ loved — and loves — us.

I appeal to all Christians to resist the evil 
of race hatred; but I appeal in particular to 
my white Christian brothers and sisters to 
examine their hearts and conscience and to 
engage in the hard and holy work toward 
removing bigotry from within themselves. 
Like many parents of color, white Chris-
tian parents must also have “the talk” with 
their children about bigotry and why it is 
contrary to Christ’s teachings.

The “great replacement theory” is nei-
ther great nor a theory. It is the misbegot-
ten idea of a fearful and unenlightened 
mind that does not want to understand 
the people God created. We have a better 
choice. May we make the right one.   n

 
Pamela A. Lewis writes about topics of 

faith. She attends Saint Thomas Church, 
Fifth Avenue in New York City
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REPLACEMENT continued from page 2

without the same resources will not.”
Jennings in her statement called the 

ruling “a blow to people of all faiths and 
none, who have cherished for nearly 
50 years the hope of equal access to re-
productive health care.” She cited past 
General Convention resolutions that 
opposed state and federal legislation re-
stricting women’s reproductive rights.

“In keeping with these actions of 
General Convention, and in solidarity 
with those who are most vulnerable to 
this act of Christian extremism, we Epis-
copalians must now turn our attention 
to peacefully protesting state laws that 
seek to deny reproductive health care,” 
Jennings said, and “to protecting clergy 
and lay leaders who will be caring for 
and counseling pregnant people in an 
ever-more perilous environment.”

Jennings also cited a supporting opin-
ion by Justice Clarence Thomas “that 
would have the Supreme Court recon-
sider landmark rulings that recognized 
the right to birth control, decriminalized 
same-sex intimacy and opened the way 
to marriage equality.” In its 6-3 vote in 
the case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, the court upheld a 
law enacted in 2018 by the Republican-
dominated Mississippi Legislature that 
banned abortions if “the probable ges-
tational age of the unborn human” was 
determined to be more than 15 weeks.

Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices 
Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh wrote ad-
ditional concurring opinions. The three 
liberal justices wrote a joint dissent.

Alito’s majority opinion specified that 
the ruling only pertained to abortion, but 
Thomas took the issue a step further in 
his concurring opinion: “In future cases, 
we should reconsider all of this Court’s 
substantive due process precedents, in-
cluding Griswold [access to contracep-
tives], Lawrence [sexual relations], and 
Obergefell [marriage equality],” Thomas 
wrote. “We have a duty to ‘correct the er-
ror’ established in those precedents.”

In 1973, the Supreme Court voted 

7-to-2 to establish a constitutional right 
to abortion, striking down state laws 
that banned the procedure.

In 1976, The Episcopal Church passed 
a resolution expressing its “unequivo-
cal opposition to any legislation on the 
part of the national or state governments 
which would abridge or deny the right of 
individuals to reach informed decisions 
in this matter and to act upon them,” as 
pointed out by Jennings, in an early May 
statement that followed a leaked draft of 
Alito’s majority decision.

Curry called June 24 it “a pivotal day 
for our nation.”

“I acknowledge the pain, fear, and hurt 
that so many feel right now,” he said. “As 
a church, we stand with those who will 
feel the effects of this decision — and in 
the weeks, months, and years to come.”

When the 80th General Conven-
tion convenes July 8-11 in Baltimore, 
Maryland, among the resolutions under 
consideration will be D083, which “rec-
ognizes that access to abortion is a key 
element in preserving the health, inde-
pendence, and autonomy of those who 
can bear children” and affirms that wom-
en’s access to reproductive care should 
extend to “abortion services and birth 
control with no restriction on move-
ment, autonomy, type, or timing.”

The June 24 decision comes one day 
after the Supreme Court, also led by its 
conservative majority, struck down a 
108-year-old New York gun law, siding 
with a more expansive approach to in-
dividual Second Amendment rights and 
limiting restrictions in public places.

The U.S. Constitution supersedes 
state law, however, “powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the states, are re-
served to the states respectively, or to the 
people.” In 1973, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the “due process” clause of 
the 14th Amendment prohibited states 
from denying women access to abortion. 
Overturning Roe v. Wade effectively re-
turns the matter of abortion’s legality to 
the states.

Until now, the procedure had been 

legal in all 50 states, but abortion rights 
groups have predicted that about half of 
all states will severely limit or outright 
ban abortion now that the Supreme 
Court has allowed them to do so, in-
cluding in 13 states with so-called “trig-
ger” bans set to take effect upon Roe’s 
repeal. One of those states, Kentucky, is 
scheduled in 2024 to host the Episcopal 
Church’s 81st General Convention in 
Louisville. And in Oklahoma, the state 
already passed a new law in May outlaw-
ing nearly all abortions from fertiliza-
tion, a measure that is being challenged 
in state court but now appears unlikely 
to face a federal court challenge.

“In the Episcopal Diocese of Okla-
homa, we have strong, faithful, Biblically 
informed views on both sides of this seri-
ous moral issue among our lay people and 
clergy,” Oklahoma Bishop Poulson Reed 
said in a statement reacting to the ruling in 
Dobbs. “I urge our Oklahoma Episcopa-
lians, individually and in congregations, to 
exercise your conscience as you feel called 
to, and to be understanding and compas-
sionate with one another at this divisive 
time, loving one another, and respecting 
the dignity of every human being, what-
ever our heartfelt disagreements.”

In Indiana, where the governorship 
and Legislature are controlled by Repub-
licans who soon may outlaw abortion, 
Indianapolis Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows released a video message on the 
Supreme Court ruling.

“This is difficult, painful news for 
many of us, and as Christians, lay and 
ordained, we are often invited to walk 
with people when they are deciding to 
end a pregnancy,” Baskerville-Burrows 
said. “Sometimes those decisions are 
straightforward, and other times they are 
hard and complicated. But they are al-
ways deeply personal. … Our church is 
clear that our faith compels us to affirm 
and respect the dignity and worth of the 
women who will now struggle even more 
to access reproductive health care.”

By one estimate, the abortion clinic 
closures that result from overturning Roe 
would reduce the number of legal abor-
tions in the United States by 14%, while 
abortion rights advocates warn that new 
restrictions will have the effect of driving 
up the number of life-threatening illegal 
abortions carried out through dangerous 
alternatives to professional care.

Public opinion on abortion has been 
narrowly divided for years, though a 
consistent majority of American have 
said they do not want to see the Supreme 
Court overturn Roe v. Wade, according 
to Gallup.

The Episcopal Church’s positions on 
abortion generally have sought to bal-
ance a pastoral approach to supporting 
women who face unwanted pregnan-
cies with the church’s stance on politi-
cal responses — that governments must 
ensure women have control over their 
medical care and are free to make deci-
sions based on their own consciences.

“All human life is sacred, it is sacred 
from its inception until death,” the 69th 
General Convention said in a resolution 
that it passed in 1988. “We regard all 
abortion as having a tragic dimension, 
calling for the concern and compassion 
of all the Christian community.”

That resolution, however, concludes by 
questioning the effectiveness of legislative 
solutions, and it calls on state and federal 
governments to “take special care to see 
that individual conscience is respected, 
and that the responsibility of individuals 
to reach informed decisions in this matter 
is acknowledged and honored.”   n
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Protests took place at the Supreme Court in May 
when a draft Roe v. Wade ruling was leaked.
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