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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A s Russia ramped up in April the latest 
phase of its attack on Ukraine, Epis-
copal congregations showed their 
support for the besieged country in 

a variety of ways, from making Ukrainian-
style Easter eggs known as pysanky to raising 
money for Episcopal Relief & Development 
and other agencies responding to the crisis.

Numerous congregations have hosted 
prayer services and vigils in recent weeks. On 
April 3, Trinity Episcopal Church in Grand 
Ledge, Mich., hosted a vigil “for peace and 
for the safety and well-being of the people of 
Ukraine.” Dozens of people attended. St. Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Church in Wheeling, W.Va., 
presented “A Concert for Ukraine” on April 5.

Also in West Virginia, Christ Episcopal 
Church in Bluefield organized an interfaith 
vigil March 27 in a downtown square for the 
people of Ukraine. “The scope of the tragedy 
is almost unbelievable,” the Rev. Lou Hays 
said in an interview with WVNS-TV.

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Little Rock, 
Ark., held a special 20-minute bell ringing on 

April 10 to show solidarity with Ukraine. 
“I think everybody realizes what a terrible 
thing is happening there and we all want 
to do something, but as everyday people 
we don’t know what to do,” Julie Keller 
of the cathedral’s Bell Ringing Society told 
KTHV-TV.

Previously in Little Rock, retired Gen. 
Wesley Clark, the former NATO supreme 
allied commander, spoke at a March 13 
interfaith service held at St. Mark’s Epis-
copal Church, urging those gathered to 
pray for the Ukrainians.

“We need to raise our voices individu-
ally and collectively,” he said, “for human-
itarian assistance, for wise military and 
diplomatic policies, for the support of the 
United Nations and, above all, we need to 
pray for the welfare, well-being and the 
souls of those in the direct line of conflict 
in Ukraine.”

The Episcopal Church has been vocal 
in its calls for peace and its prayers for 
the Ukrainian people since the run-up to 
Russia’s war against the country, which it 
invaded on Feb 24.
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Episcopalians step up support, donations,  
prayers for Ukraine as Russian war drags on

continued on page 7

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

T he Episcopal Church’s Executive 
Council began its spring meeting 
with an address from Presiding Bish-
op Michael Curry, who discussed 

the results of a recent national poll commis-
sioned by his office and what they mean for 
the future of the church.

The council met in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
from April 20 to 23, its last meeting with its 
current membership. The body’s mandate is 
to implement the policies of General Con-
vention, which convenes July 7-14 in Balti-
more, where new members will be elected.

The results of the poll, conducted by 
Ipsos, were released in March and indicate 
wide discrepancies between how Christians 
view themselves and how they are viewed by 
non-Christians. Curry, referencing the safety 
signs throughout the London Underground, 
urged council members to “mind the gap.”

“I think our British cousins are right 
about this,” Curry remarked. “It’s not just 
an intellectual exercise. [It means,] pay at-
tention to it. And then navigate so that you 

transcend the gap and get on the train.”
In this case, the gap is illustrated by the 

characteristics that Christians associate with 
themselves — “giving,” “compassionate,” 
“loving” and “respectful” — versus the traits 
that non-Christians associate with Chris-
tians: “hypocritical,” “judgmental,” “self-
righteous” and “arrogant.”

“This could be a moment of despair,” Curry 
said, “or actually, as President [of the House of 
Deputies, the Rev. Gay Clark] Jennings may 
have intimated, a moment of hope. Because in 
this problem is embedded a possibility. In what 

looks like something to throw up our hands 
may actually be something to open our hands.”

Curry shared his hope that the Episcopal 
Church “minds the gap and gets on the train.”

“That church has a message for this or any 
age,” he said. “And that church has a future, 
whether its statistics rise or fall. I’m not wor-
ried about the Episcopal Church because it has 
been around a long time. This movement of 
Jesus that we call church has been an under-
ground Harriet Tubman movement in its first 
centuries. It has been part of the Roman Em-
pire in its later centuries. It has been up, it’s 
been down, it’s been established, it’s been dis-
established, but like the Mississippi River, like 
Old Man River, it will just keep rolling along.”

Jennings gave her final address to the 
council as president of the House of Deputies; 
her successor will be elected at the General 
Convention. Noting that this is the 49th 
Executive Council meeting she has attended, 
Jennings reflected on her time as president, 
serving three terms starting in 2012.

“I give thanks that I have served the House 
during a pivotal time of generational transi-
tion in our church’s leadership. For the past 10 

Final Executive Council meeting before  
General Convention reviews a church in flux

——  Due to U.S. Postal Service delays, Episcopal Journal subscribers may receive the newspaper later than usual.  ——

continued on page 11
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The Rev. Gail Shafer speaking at a vigil for peace ser-
vice at Trinity Episcopal Church, Grand Ledge, Mich.
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry speaks to 
Executive Council in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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By Richard Ostling 
Religion Unplugged

IF RUSSIAN invaders  
continue their current 
aggression, how much 
of Ukraine will be 

turned to rubble, and how many inno-
cent civilians will be dead by Aug. 31? 

That’s opening day for the 11th Glob-
al Assembly in the 74-year history of the 
World Council of Churches. COVID 
willing, the delegates from 352 Protes-
tant and Orthodox church bodies will 
be joined by thousands of observers, in-
cluding Catholic and evangelical Protes-
tant representatives. 

The WCC has gotten little media ink 
in North America during recent times, 
but 2022 sparks obvious news inter-
est in how the organization deals with 
the Ukraine imbroglio at the assembly, 
which runs through Sept. 8 in Karl-
sruhe, Germany. 

Media that do original international 
reporting and have the money should 
be laying plans to staff the event. I know 
from covering the 1975, 1983 and 1998 
assemblies that they supply numerous 
trend stories and features alongside the 
spot news. Reporters unable to attend 
in person should be lining up contacts 
to help interpret the goings on long dis-
tance. 

This is a critical moment for the 
WCC, Orthodoxy and global Christian 
unity. The Russian Orthodox Church, 
some of whose leaders have made pub-
lic statements backing Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s war, is by far the WCC’s 
biggest member — claiming 113.5 mil-
lion parishioners plus another 30 mil-
lion in its Ukraine jurisdiction and with 

ties elsewhere. That compares with the 
WCC’s reported overall church constitu-
ency of 580 million.

On April 3, former Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams all but de-
manded that the WCC expel the Rus-
sian church from membership: 

“The riot act has to be read. When a 
church is actively supporting a war of 
aggression, failing to condemn nakedly 
obvious breaches in any kind of ethical 
conduct in wartime, then other churches 
have the right to raise the question and 
challenge it — to say, unless you can say 
something effective about this, some-
thing recognizably Christian, we have to 
look again at your membership.” 

Also, Bishop Rob Schenck of the Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer Institute in Washing-
ton, D.C., has taken to Religion News 
Service to promote a Ukraine petition 
campaign.

It urges the WCC to expel the Russian 

church from membership over Moscow 
Patriarch Kirill’s “unholy compact” 
with Putin. It states that Kirill has not 
condemned a “mass-murderous and 
wholly unwarranted war” and has even 
justified the invasion as having elements 
of “a religious crusade.” 

There’s more. The WCC acting Gen-
eral Secretary — Father Ioan Sauca, a 
Romanian Orthodox priest — called 
an emergency consultation with church 
leaders from eight European nations. 
Russians and Ukrainians were invited 
but unable to attend.

This group denounced “the military 
aggression launched by the leadership of 
the Russian Federation against the peo-
ple of the sovereign nation of Ukraine.

“We affirm the right of the people of 
Ukraine to defend themselves against 
this aggression,” a statement read.

Meanwhile some 100 Americans, in-
cluding top officials from WCC member 

denominations, have written Kirill, not-
ing the “tragic and terrible loss of inno-
cent civilian life” and calling on him to 
intervene with Russian authorities, thus 
joining many other Orthodox leaders 
with Russian ties to call for an end to 
the war.

Chances are the Russian team at 
Karlsruhe will be led by Metropolitan 
Hilarion, 56, chairman of the Moscow 
Patriarchate’s Department of External 
Relations.

He is a protégé of Kirill, who 
formerly held the same ecumenical 
post, which involves dealings with 
the Vatican and the WCC. Hilarion, 
a prolific author of theological works 
and composer of music, would make 
for a fascinating personality profile. He 
spoke out against invasion plans before 
the invasion began.

Russian hierarchs have been loyal 
supporters of Putin’s dictatorship, which 
in turn has aided the church. In an odd 
twist, the Russians’ WCC involvement 
previously aided the Soviet Union’s athe-
istic rulers during the Cold War.

Russians joined in WCC denuncia-
tions of Western democracies and capi-
talism but headed off WCC complaints 
about Soviet harassment of Christians. 
The Russian priests’ smuggled letter to 
the WCC’s 1975 Assembly and Alex-
ander Solzhenitsyn’s “Lenten Letter” to 
the Moscow patriarch, criticizing the 
church’s accommodation with Soviet 
atheist rulers, were major flashpoints.   n

Richard Ostling is a former religion re-
porter for the Associated Press and former cor-
respondent for TIME magazine. This piece 
first appeared at Get Religion and was repro-
duced at www.religionunplugged.com.

      FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
THE RUN-UP to the Episcopal 
Church’s 80th General Conven-
tion is intensifying, as readers 
can easily see from the expanded 
coverage in this issue.

This enormous legislative 
meeting, held every three years, 

is a little off track since the 2021 version was post-
poned by the pandemic to July 7-14 in Baltimore. 
Notwithstanding new COVID variants and the 
continuing difficulty of assessing health precau-
tions, participants will no doubt feel like church-
goers allowed back into a house of worship after a 
year of Zoom – grateful to be together. 

General Convention can be a daunting event, 
with more than 1,000 total delegates from the 
ranks of laypeople, clergy and bishops. Add exhibi-
tors, visitors, guests, media, and several thousand 
people could be walking the halls of the Baltimore 
Convention Center on any single day. 

Nevertheless, it’s worth paying attention. At a 
very basic level, “they” are spending our money. 
General Convention sets the churchwide budget 
for the next three years, the triennium between 
conventions. 

In reality, “we” are spending our money by 

means of General Convention. In looking at the 
convention’s plans, we might ask, “what am I pas-
sionate about and where do I think my church’s 
resources should go to address those issues?”

One major proposal calls for funding an Epis-
copal Coalition for Racial Equity and Justice with 
$2 million per year, to advance racial healing with 
the church (page 10). A number of resolutions fo-
cus on the Middle East and such subjects as boy-
cotts and antisemitism (page 9).

It’s not hard to become informed and express 
your views to the General Convention or to a par-
ticular committee. More information is at www.
generalconvention.org.

–––––––––––
As your editor prepares to embark on a month-

long vacation/sabbatical, Episcopal Journal & 
Café welcomes Neva Rae Fox as editor for the June 
and July/August issues. Neva is an award-winning 
journalist and current teacher of journalism, a 
board member of the Prayer Book and Bible Soci-
ety and a former public affairs officer at Episcopal 
Church headquarters in New York. We are grateful 
that she was able to take up this assignment and 
enthusiastically look forward to her fresh eyes and 
steady hand on the editorial tiller.   n
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Russian shelling in March, 2022, causes widespread destruction in Kharkiv, Ukraine. 
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              SPEAKING TO THE SOUL: INSPIRATION FROM EPISCOPAL CAFÉ  

E piscopal Journal and Episcopal 
Café have announced that they 
are joining forces as of May 1, 
2022. The combined online and 

print publication will feature wide-
ranging content of interest to Episco-
palians from both outlets, plus bonus 
content online.

“I felt this was a great opportunity to 
strengthen our mission to ‘tell the story 
of the Episcopal Church.’” said the 
Rev. Jon White, Episcopal Café editor. 
“The goals and perspectives of each of 
our publications are really very similar, 
but our approaches have been different, 
and this partnership allows each of us 
to bring our strengths together to make 
something that will be even stronger 
than each of us could be on our own.”

Episcopal Journal editor Solange De 
Santis added that she’s “excited to wel-
come Episcopal Café to Episcopal Jour-
nal, bringing the Café’s wide-ranging in-
spirational content to the Journal’s news, 
features, opinion, and arts coverage. 

Together, our print and online publica-
tion is a dynamic source of information 
and spiritual strength for our Episcopal 
readers. I’m delighted that Jon White, 
who is also an Episcopal Journal board 
member, will continue to be involved 
with content in the merged publication. 
I look forward to working with him.” 

White and De Santis will continue 
in their respective roles. More informa-
tion on the merged publication can be 
found at www.episcopaljournal.org.  

Founded in 2010, Episcopal Journal 
is an award-winning national publica-
tion devoted to informing and inspiring 
Episcopalians and those who want to 
know more about the Episcopal Church.

Since its establishment in 2007, 
Episcopal Café seeks to be an indepen-
dent voice, reporting and reflecting on 
the Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
tradition. The Café is not a platform of 
advocacy, but it does aim to tell the sto-
ry of the church from the perspective of 
Progressive Christianity.   n

Episcopal Journal and Episcopal Café announce merger

By Lori Walton

I n the early mornings, I walk. My 
path is from my home, through the 
neighborhood, across a field and a 
busy road, to the quiet space of a 

bird sanctuary filled with birds 
alive while much of the 
world is still rising. Once 
there, I stop on a wood-
en bridge for a moment 
of stillness and silence.

The other day, I 
looked up at one of the 
many electrical wires 
overhead and noticed 
about 100 swallows sit-
ting on it. Now, maybe this 
has always been, and I was no-
ticing for the first time, but every single 
one of those birds was facing in the same 
direction. All 100 or so. Sitting on the 
wire and facing east. There is no way this 
could have been random and by chance. 
There must have been some sort of un-
spoken plan.

As I marveled at this, a new bird flew 
up and sat on the wire — only this one 
was facing the opposite direction. “That’s 
me,” I thought — the one who is always 
turned around, never quite facing the 
right way.

But, in less than a second, that bird 
hopped up, turned around, and landed 
on the wire facing the same direction as 
the rest of the birds. Soon, another bird 
arrived, and then another, and the same 
thing happened each time: the bird land-
ed facing the wrong direction, hopped 
up, and turned around.

I don’t know what made all the birds 
face the same direction. It may have been 
the direction of the wind, or instinct, but 
I’d like to think that when a bird landed 
in the wrong direction, the bird next to 
him leaned over and quietly whispered, 

“Wrong way, friend. Turn around.”
Community. It is there to social-

ize with, it is there to fill our lives with 
friendship, but it is also there to help us 
turn around, and when we are unable to 

do it quickly, it is there to hold the 
space for us until we can. 

There have been times 
when someone has said 

to me, “I cannot pray.” 
and I say, “I will pray 
on your behalf until 
you are able to pray 
yourself.” There have 
been people in my life 

who have not believed 
in God, and I have be-

lieved for them.
One reason we say the ver-

sion of the creed that begins with 
“WE believe” (instead of the one that 
starts “I believe”) is because when one 
of us cannot in that moment believe in 
a God that is all-loving, all-present, and 
all-powerful, the rest of us can believe for 
them.

The trick is to not be on that wire 
alone. If we were, how would we know 
which way to face? Who would lean over 
and whisper to us, “wrong way, friend.”? 
Who would hold the space for us until 
we were strong enough to hold it on 
our own? Just one other bird is all that 
is needed, someone who can help turn 
us around, who can pray when we can’t, 
who can believe until we are able. And 
someone we can do the same for as well.

In a world coming out of forced 
isolation, the option to watch church 
through a computer screen is left in the 
wake of this disease. For the homebound 
and vulnerable, the window into sanctu-
aries is life-giving.

Through the screen, people can hear 
the Word, join in singing, be fed in ways 
not possible before. But for those who 

have the choice to return to community, 
the place where birds on the wire con-
spire with us to do better, to be better, 
perhaps that is the only option.

There are simply too many forces pull-
ing us apart to not lean into the places 
binding us together. There are simply too 
many times of loneliness to choose alone-
ness. So, if you can, return to the sanctuary.

And when you do, may your wire be 
crowded. And when you find yourself 

facing the wrong direction, as we all find 
ourselves sometimes, may you hear the 
gentle words, “Wrong way, friend. Turn 
around.”   n

The Rev. Lori Walton is a parish priest 
in the San Francisco Bay area. She finds 
joy in solitary walks, large and boisterous 
family gatherings, and welcoming all and 
any sort of folks into the Household of God.

Photo/Joshua J. Cotten/unsplash.com

Birds on a wire

By Emily Meeks 

T ucked into the corner of the 
South Island of New Zealand, 
the Kepler Track passes through 
mountains, forest, waterfalls and 

glacier-carved valleys across Fiordland 
National Park. 

In February 2019, my husband and 
I traveled to New Zealand to complete 
some of the Great Walks, such as Kepler 
— trails developed and managed by the 
Department of Conservation. Kepler 
was designed not out of a historical foot-
path but specifically for the pleasure and 
delight of the landscape. 

Kepler introduced me to New Zea-
land’s four seasons in one day. Weather, 
even in summer, can change quickly and 
unexpectedly. 

We first learn of the cold front and 
rain coming in from our hut ranger, Pat. 
It’s sunny and warm as he leads a pre-
dinner nature tour around Luxmore Hut 
but the winds are picking up, swaying 
the gray hairs in his cropped beard. He 
wears shorts, a fleece, socks and sandals, 
almost ready to change with whatever 
the elements will bring. He bends down 
to show us something in between the 
rocks. It’s an everlasting daisy. As I listen, 
I touch the underside of moss so soft it 
feels like a pillow of fairies. 

He speaks of the daisy surviving in 
alpine zones because of the support of 
cushion plants — stems, shoots, foliage 
and moss. These plants “cushion” from 
abrasive winds and trap heat within. 

It is hard to imagine that we will awake 
to lose panorama views of Lake Te Anau 
and the Kepler mountains — to start day 
2 of the trek to Irish Burns Hut with little 
visibility. These nine miles are supposed 
to be the crown jewel of the trek.

We layer with merino wool and wa-
terproof gear, feeling certain the rain will 
stop. Instead, water streams in every di-
rection including down my legs — I for-
got to zip my rain pant pockets (brilliant). 

I work for footing but the vertical as-
cent up feels more like a battle to not be 
knocked horizontal. We move closer to 
the Luxmore Saddle, the highest point 
on the trail, where views of waterfalls fill 
in every corner of my view — I imagine 
their drumming beat below. I want to be 
filled with wonder and yet all I can feel is 
sleet and wind. 

Just the evening before the light 
warmed our backs and spoke of summer 

in the Southern Hemisphere. I recall the 
everlasting daisy wobbling in Pat’s palm. 
I change my focus from the waterfalls to 
look for tiny petals grounded in rock, of 
life persisting in the fury of the storm. 

In the blurriness of the pandemic, 
when the visibility ahead also seems low 
and isolation, fear and uncertainty over-
whelm, I find myself returning to the 
everlasting daisy wobbling in rain, sleet 

and rain. I recall its resilience that comes 
from layers of surrounding texture that 
gives life and nourishment to its internal 
roots. I wonder if I conceive of a God 
who is majesty and power and nuance 
and detail? How do I support others to 
not just withstand but to thrive? How do 
I allow others to be a source of support 
instead of willing my own way to prove 
independence or to avoid being hurt? 

Recently in a young adult Lenten book 
study, we discuss themes of Celtic Spiri-
tuality in J. Phillip Newell’s “Listening to 
the Heartbeat of God.” We explore think-
ing about an “everlasting pattern” that in-
tertwines heaven and earth, invisible and 
visible, of immediacy and eternity.

Newell describes grace as enabling 
human nature to “flourish” because of 
the light that is within — burgeoning as 
a result of what is already there and not 
to be deterred by an attempt to keep dis-
comfort away. Grace can make its way in 
spite of the pain and our failed attempts 
of self-protection. Grace grows because 
perhaps we more fully know the Holy 
when we recognize our interdependence. 

And that’s when I realize that when I 
recall the quiver of the everlasting daisy 
— whether on a Fiordland ridgeline or 
after a long day of virtual work, this is 
prayer without ever saying a word.    n

Emily Meeks loves finding adventure 
and connection outside, especially while 
running, biking, hiking and kayaking. She 
attends and serves at Saint Mark’s Cathe-
dral in Seattle.

Grace everlasting

Photo/Paul Huisman/unsplash.com

https://trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-retreat-center/retreats/in-person-retreats
https://episcopaljournal.org/
https://episcopaljournal.org/
http://www.episcopaljournal.org
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      AROUND THE CHURCH

By Jerry Hames

D avid Booth Beers, chancellor to four pre-
siding bishops of the Episcopal Church 
for close to 30 years, died on April 3 in 
Lewes, Del., after a 

brief illness. He was 86.
In the early 2000s, Beers 

was the leading architect of 
the Episcopal Church’s nation-
wide legal strategy to protect 
assets donated by generations 
of Episcopalians from dissent-
ers who were unhappy with 
the church’s ordination of an 
openly gay, partnered bishop 
and the election of its first female presiding bishop.

The church’s legal strategy, which Beers executed 
alongside Episcopal chancellors from across the 
U.S., resulted in the saving of hundreds of millions 
of dollars in assets for the denomination.

“Over his many years of service, David’s knowl-
edge of civil and church law made his advice and 
counsel invaluable,” said Bishop Frank Griswold, 
one of the four presiding bishops who valued his 
legal advice. “Given his reputation for evenness 
in handling difficult and sometimes emotionally 
fraught situations, bishops and other members of 
the clergy turned to him frequently and were never 
turned away.

“Chancellors serving other bishops sought his 
counsel and, with his encouragement, established 
a network of their own. The health of the church 
as a whole, in its fidelity to the Gospel, lay at the 
heart of what can only be called David’s ministry,” 
Griswold said.

The Rev. Kurt Gerhard, the former rector of St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C., 
which Beers considered his home parish, said the at-
torney had served in many leadership roles through-
out the 50 years he was a parishioner. Beers served on 
the boards of the Virginia Theological Seminary; St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal School, where he was a founding 
member, in Potomac, Md., and the Bishop Walker 
School for Boys in Washington, D.C.

Beers was born and raised in New Haven, Conn., 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in classics and modern 
languages at Trinity College in Hartford and went 
on to earn two degrees at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, one in law and another in Latin.

After clerking for a federal district judge in 
Southern California, he relocated to Washington, 
D.C., in 1961 where he served in several law prac-
tices.

In addition to practicing law, Beers was a part-
time professor of classics at George Washington 
University for 30 years. He taught courses in Latin 
and Greek at all levels.

In 1977, Beers was asked by John Walker, Epis-
copal Bishop of Washington, to become his dioc-
esan chancellor.

Two years later, Beers was called to be chancel-
lor of the national church by then-Presiding Bishop 
Edmond L. Browning, and he then served three 
successive presiding bishops: Griswold, Katharine 
Jefferts Schori and Michael Curry. He retired in 
2019.

Beers is survived by his wife, Margaret Graham 
Beers, their five children: David III, Paul, Anthony, 
James, and Alexandra, their spouses, nine grand-
children and one great-grandson.   n

OBITUARY

David Booth Beers,  
former national chancellor,  

dies at age 86

Beers

A fter 30 years of service with the Epis-
copal Church, Mark Duffy, canoni-
cal archivist and director of the Epis-
copal Church Archives, retired on 

March 31.
“We can all give thanks for Mark Duffy’s 

leadership as archivist,” Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry said. “In everything from re-
search for General Convention committees, 
Executive Council, legal matters, and assis-
tance to bishops and dioceses, Mark and his 
team have served the Episcopal Church dili-
gently and well.”

Appointed as the second director of the Ar-
chives, Duffy began his work for the church 
in 1992. As archivist, he and the archives 
board stewarded the church’s considerable ar-
chival holdings, including records and materials gener-
ated by the General Convention and the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society; personal papers and effects 
of historically significant Episcopal leaders; and special 
collections.

The Archives of the Episcopal Church contains ma-
terials across multiple media formats, from papers and 
documents—including correspondence, diaries, peri-
odicals, and journals—to personal effects, ephemera, 
and such objects as photographs, paintings, and film.

Under Duffy’s direction, the Archives completed a 
move to a new location in Austin, Texas in 2021, after 
being housed at the Seminary of the Southwest in Aus-
tin since the 1950s.

“The Board of Archives gives thanks to Mark Duffy 
for his 30 years of service—during  his tenure the hold-
ings of the church have expanded and a user-friendly 
website and digital archives have been established and 
used frequently, especially in preparation for General 
Conventions,” Board Chair Pan Adams-McCaslin 
said. “Mark is well respected in the historical preserva-
tion community, and we are grateful to him for his wis-
dom, resilience, and perseverance through the years.”

In 2012, Duffy received the Society of American Ar-
chivists and the Society of Southwest Archivists’ Sister 
M. Claude Lane, O.P., Memorial Award for his signifi-
cant contributions to the field of religious archives. 

He has published award-winning articles and man-

uals on religious archives that have become standards 
in the professional literature. Duffy also served in a va-
riety of leadership positions with the Society of Ameri-
can Archivists and was inducted as a Fellow of the So-
ciety in 2014 — the highest distinction bestowed for 
outstanding contributions to the archives profession.

Prior to his 1992 appointment, Duffy served as the 
chief archivist and project director for the City of Bos-
ton Archives, where he was responsible for initiating 
and administering a comprehensive municipal archives 
and records management program for the first time for 
the city. Duffy also worked at Harvard University as as-
sociate curator for university records and planning and 
later as associate director for the Harvard Depository.

During the past three decades, Duffy’s work as ar-
chivist has supported the Episcopal Church and its 
ministry in developing systems for intake, retention, 
and care of holdings; creating and disseminating guid-
ance on best practices for church records; building on-
line resources and tools; and providing insightful inter-
pretations of the collection to help tell the story of the 
Episcopal Church.

Michael Barlowe, executive officer of the Episcopal 
Church General Convention, announced Duffy’s retire-
ment in an email to staff. “We thank Mark for the dis-
tinguished service he has given to the church, and we 
wish him a long and fulfilling retirement,” he wrote.

— Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office

Archivist Mark Duffy retires after 30 years

Executive Council to work with  
Church Pension Fund

Photo/Amy Evenson

Archivist Mark Duffy (second from left) is presented with a plaque 
naming the reading room of the Episcopal Church Archives in his 
honor by (from left) the Rev. Brian Wilbert, board secretary; Archives 
Board Chair Pan Adams-McCaslin; and Bishop Neil Alexander, 
former board chair. 

U nder the terms of a 
memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) signed 
on April 23, members 

of the Executive Council of 
the Episcopal Church and the 
Church Pension Fund (CPF) Board of Trustees will hold 
at least four consultations between the 80th and 81st 
General Conventions (2022 and 2024, respectively).

These gatherings will address mutual policy con-
cerns posed by changing demographics, changing 
understandings of church in society, and changing 
expectations of and for clergy—including current and 
retired lay employees of the Episcopal Church.  

CPF is the sponsor and administrator of pension and 
other benefit plans for the church, and the meetings will 
constitute a continuation of discussions between repre-
sentatives of the two organizations that have occurred 
since 2018 when General Convention formed a task 
force to make recommendations for “improving, clarify-
ing, or effecting changes in the relationship.”

The group will discuss a wide range of issues, in-
cluding the impact of pension and benefit costs on the 
recruitment of clergy and lay employees, and on di-

ocesan and congregational sus-
tainability; inequalities in the 
church’s current pension sys-
tem; and the “feasibility, costs, 
and obstacles” to paid family 
leave proposals.

In its report to Executive Council, which was filed in 
August of 2020, the Task Force to Study the Church’s 
Pension System noted the management of the church 
and the pension fund involve “a variety of disciplines and 
contexts that are not easily assimilated, and that even best 
efforts at such integration are susceptible to questions of 
authority, accountability, credibility, and trust.”

“It behooves the church to be working with the 
CPF Board of Trustees on our shared mission and 
ministry, and previously there was no reliable mecha-
nism for this,” said Canon Jane Cisluycis, chair of the 
Executive Council Joint Committee on Governance 
and Operations and member of the task force. “This 
memorandum is an intentional plan to have regular 
consultation on issues affecting the church.  It is not 
just about communication; it is an attempt to create a 
culture of partnership.”

— Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T he Episcopal Church in North 
Texas, one year after a legal defeat 
forced the diocese to relinquish to 
a breakaway group the last of its 

former properties and its former identity 
as the Diocese of Fort Worth, is poised 
combine with the Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas. Leadership votes could take place 
as soon as June.

The plans were unveiled to Diocese 
of Texas clergy in a Zoom meeting April 
20 and announced publicly on April 22 
in a joint news release. If approved by 
the two Episcopal dioceses, their reunion 
then must be affirmed by a majority of 
bishops and standing committees of the 
Episcopal Church. It would not require 
action by General Convention because 
the Fort Worth-based diocese once was 
part of the Diocese of Texas.

“We are being welcomed gratefully 
and gladly into a diocese that shares our 
values,” Bishop Scott Mayer, bishop pro-
visional of North Texas, said in the news 
release. “We believe this reunion will 
strengthen both parties, equipping the 
Episcopal Church to reach the people of 
North Texas … more effectively with our 
message of God’s unconditional love.”

Conversations between leaders of the 
two dioceses have been underway since 
January, when North Texas’ Discern-
ment Committee issued recommenda-
tions to its diocese’s standing commit-
tee that it pursue a reunion with the 
Houston-based Diocese of Texas. The 
North Texas standing committee voted 
on April 12 to formally engage in reuni-
fication discussions with Texas.

“As we move toward a new future 
together, we are unified by the love of 
Christ Jesus who prayed for us — that 
we all may be one and we are thankful 

for this reunion,” Texas Bishop Andrew 
Doyle said in the news release.

The Diocese of Texas is one of the larg-
est in the Episcopal Church, with 167 
congregations and 72,000 members. It 
already has two bishops suffragan and a 
bishop assistant, each assigned to a dif-
ferent region of the diocese. Although the 
two dioceses have yet to finalize details of a 
potential reunion, Doyle told clergy in his 
diocese that an additional regional bishop 
likely would be assigned to North Texas.

Mayer likely would continue to assist 
North Texas in the interim, Doyle said. 
Mayer is the bishop diocesan of the 
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T he South Carolina Supreme 
Court on April 20 ruled that 14 
South Carolina churches that 
were once part of the Episcopal 

Church and the Diocese of South Car-
olina should be returned, along with all 
real and personal property held in trust 
for the diocese, including the St. Chris-
topher Camp and Conference Center 
on Seabrook Island.

The churches left the diocese in 2012 
and later joined the Anglican Church 
in North America (ACNA) over theo-
logical differences with the Episcopal 
Church. The news marks another mile-
stone in a nearly decade-long legal jour-
ney that included a lower court decision 
in 2014 which was largely overturned by 
the state’s high court in 2017 and then 
further clarified with the latest decision.

Bishop Ruth Woodliff-Stanley of the 
Diocese of South Carolina, said, “Their 
decisions will no doubt bring joy to 
many in our diocese, but for others, 

there will be grief in the possible final-
ity of a loss they have been feeling for 
nearly 10 years.”

She also added a hope for the future 
of the reconciled diocese: “…we now 
walk into a bright future, one in which 
we will focus on the reconciling power 
of the Gospel to transform injustice, to 
heal the brokenhearted, and to build 
God’s beloved community.”

The South Carolina Supreme Court, 
using a variety of determining factors, 
decided that 14 parishes (of the 29 
previously named) did create an “irre-
vocable trust in favor of the National 
Church and its diocese.” 

Conversely, the court found that 15 
of the 29 parishes “did not create a trust 
in favor of the National Church or its 
diocese, and thus those 15 parishes re-
tain title to their real estate.”

The court has decided that all real 
and personal property, including the 
St. Christopher Camp and Confer-

ence Center, have been held “in trust 
for the benefit of the National Church 
and the Associated Diocese,” meaning 
the Diocese of South Carolina. The rul-
ing further concluded that “the real and 
personal property held in trust by the 
Trustees is now held for the benefit of 
the Associated Diocese.”

On all matters and questions relating 
to “names, styles, emblems, and service 
marks,” the court deferred to the federal 
court. The U.S. District Court previous-
ly ruled in favor of the Episcopal Church 
and the Diocese of South Carolina (also 
recognized as the Episcopal Church in 
South Carolina) in September 2019. 
This decision has been appealed, but any 
future rulings were stayed pending the 
outcome of this state case.

The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina was one of the nine original 
dioceses that formed the Episcopal 
Church in 1785.    

— Diocese of South Carolina

Court returns property and 14 churches  
to Episcopal Church and Diocese of South Carolina

Photo/Episcopal Church in North Texas

Clergy and other members of the Episcopal Church in North Texas gather in December 
in the chapel at All Saints’ Episcopal School in Fort Worth for the ordination of the Rev. 
Marcia Chanta Bhan.
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Anglican Communion News Service 

T he leaders of Anglican Church-
es around the world on April 1 
called for “an immediate ceasefire 
and the withdrawal of Russian 

troops from Ukraine.” The call was made 
by senior archbishops, bishops and mod-
erators in a communiqué issued at the 
end of a Primates’ Meeting in London. 

Primates’ Meetings are one of four 
“instruments of unity” of the global An-
glican Communion — the world’s third 
largest Christian denomination. The pri-
mates had planned to gather in Rome, 
but Covid-related travel restrictions re-
sulted in the meeting being transferred 
to Lambeth Palace in London — the 
official residence and offices of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. 

In their communiqué, the church 
leaders said that:

“We were conscious that, as we gath-
ered in London, many people in the 
world are in a time of turmoil. We are 
particularly aware of the humanitar-
ian crisis and other catastrophic effects 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. We call 
for an immediate ceasefire and the with-
drawal of Russian troops from Ukraine. 

“We know, from our experience in the 
different parts of the world we are from, 
that conflict causes lasting damage. The 
longer a war goes on, the longer it takes 
to heal shattered relationships and bring 
about reconciliation.” 

They added: “we are also aware of 
conflicts in many other parts of the 
world, including Afghanistan, Eritrea, 

Yemen, Syria, Sudan, Mali, Congo, the 
Holy Land, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Cen-
tral America, South Sudan, and many 
others; and terrorism in Mozambique. 
These have forced many people to flee 
their homes. We recognize the plight of 
refugees, migrants, and displaced people 
around the world as one of the major 
tragedies of our time. We pray for peace 
and urge those with the ability to do so 
to bring about justice, sanctuary, and 
reconciliation.” 

In their communique, the primates 
also addressed other issues, including 
climate change, saying that they were 
“also aware of the worsening disaster of 
climate change and its effects on millions 
of people around the world — not least 
the thousands of people in Madagascar 
and Mozambique, where four cyclones 
in two months have resulted in thou-
sands of people being made homeless, 

and infrastructures and crops destroyed.
“Environmental damage affects the 

most vulnerable people in the world, in-
cluding indigenous peoples who are af-
fected by the exploitation of forests and 
others natural resources. We urge an end 
to the destruction of the Amazon from 
mining and logging.” 

The Primates also addressed “the uni-
lateral decision to construct the Grand 
Ethiopian Dam” and the potential for 
water shortage in Egypt and Sudan that 
may result from it. They said: “we strong-
ly believe the Blue Nile is God’s gift to 
the countries through which it flows and 
should therefore be a reason for coopera-
tion between Ethiopia, Sudan, and Egypt 
to achieve sustainable development. We 
wish to appeal to the three countries to 
resume, with good will, their negotiations 
immediately to ensure a fair distribution 
of the water of the Blue Nile.” 

They also referred to the continuing 
abuse of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws in 
ways that “unfairly target religious mi-
norities, including Christians.” The pri-
mates said: “the laws are being used to 
defend malicious prosecutions, beatings, 
and the forced conversion and ‘marriag-
es’ of young girls. We appeal to the gov-
ernment of Pakistan to bring about leg-
islative change to outlaw these abuses.” 

Other issues referenced by the pri-
mates include “the increasing use of ‘fake 
news’ and false reporting.” They said: 
“such practices have a dangerous impact 
on democratic processes and can be used 
to defend unjust wars and conflicts. We 
call on everyone — especially politicians, 
campaigners and all Christian people —to 
reflect on the commandment not to bear 
false witness and to adopt this command-
ment when making public statements.” 

The primates described the “post-
covid and war-generated rise in prices of 
basic necessities” as “a great concern . . .  
in its impact for the poor.” They said: 
“we are alarmed by increasing levels of 
hunger in the world. We call on govern-
ments and civil society organizations 
around the world to prioritize food se-
curity and distribution to ensure that all 
have access to food.” 

There were 31 primates from 30 of 
the Anglican Communion’s 42 provinces 
gathered in London. A further nine 
primates, who were unable to travel to 
London because of Covid-related travel 
restrictions in their own country, joined 
the business sessions of the meeting 
online.   n
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Global Anglican leaders call for withdrawal of Russian troops from Ukraine

Photo/ACNS

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby (front row, sixth from left) welcomes Anglican 
church leaders to his official residence and offices, Lambeth Palace in London. The two North 
American primates are Archbishop Linda Nicholls of Canada (front row, fourth from left) 
and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry of the Episcopal Church (front row, third from right).

Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office

I n its first in-person assembly since 
September of 2019, the Episcopal 
Church House of Bishops gathered 
March 15-21 at Camp Allen in Na-

vasota, Texas, for its traditional spring 
retreat.

In addition to their primary activities 
of fellowship, study, prayer, and Sab-
bath, the 133 bishops and bishops-elect 
present held a business meeting that 
included the passage of pastoral 
statements/resolutions on the 
war in Ukraine and anti-trans 
legislation in various states. 

Bishop Marc Andrus of the 
Diocese of California introduced 
the statement on Ukraine on be-
half of Bishop Mark Edington, 
bishop in charge of the Convo-
cation of Episcopal Churches 
in Europe, whose arrival at the 
gathering was delayed due to 
supporting churches in the re-
gion serving an influx of Ukrai-
nian refugees. 

The statement follows an 
Executive Council resolution from 
January 2022 expressing grave concern 
about escalating tensions between 
Ukraine and Russia and speaks to the 

current moment, identifying “a direct 
link between our baptismal covenant 
to respect the dignity of all people in 
Christ and the demand to respect the 
will of nations to determine their own 
destiny — the rule of jus cogens, in 
international law — when expressed 
freely in the ballot box.”

The bishops denounced Russian 
attacks on civilians, including “civil-
ian residences, medical facilities, even 
agreed corridors for the humanitarian 

withdrawal of civilians in areas of com-
bat,” and described these actions as a 
flagrant breach of international norms.

Turning to other recent events, the 

bishops acknowledged, in a pastoral 
statement/resolution, the context of 
meeting in Texas three weeks after Gov. 
Greg Abbott called upon citizens to re-
port parents pursuing gender-affirming 
medical care for their transgender chil-
dren.

Bishop Kai Ryan, bishop suffragan 
of the Diocese of Texas, introduced the 
statement, and the bishops debated at 
some length whether to name specific 
states proposing anti-trans legislation or 

to cast broadly in anticipation 
of likely future bills.

Bishop Andrew Doyle, of the 
Diocese of Texas, urged the group 
to consider the importance of 
naming specific instances of big-
otry and mentioned the support 
he personally felt in recent weeks 
knowing the Episcopal Church 
stands up for the protection and 
inclusion of transgender people. 

The bishops unanimously af-
firmed this perspective in their 
resolution, which further states: 
“[We] voice love and contin-
ued support for all persons who 

identify as transgender or non-binary 
and their families. We decry legislative 
initiatives and governmental actions 
targeting trans children and their fami-

lies. We urge all in our church to create 
safe spaces and shield all people from 
harassment based on gender identity.”  

Several bishops spoke as parents and 
grandparents of trans and non-binary 
children in affirming their support for 
the statement. 

Heading into the Episcopal Church’s 
80th General Convention in July, the 
House of Bishops will include 39 new 
voting members since the 79th General 
Convention in 2018, and the bishops 
were introduced to a legislation-track-
ing spreadsheet tool to assist in their 
committee processes.

Bishop John Taylor of Los Angeles 
introduced a pastoral letter in response 
to B003 — a 2018 resolution on Jeru-
salem — that focuses on the hope of 
the holy city as well as possible new co-
alitions and partnerships in the region 
with whom the church may continue to 
work for peace and reconciliation. 

The House of Bishops Commit-
tee on Resignations also presented and 
passed a proposal to re-admit Bishop 
Whayne Hougland formerly of the dio-
ceses of Eastern and Western Michigan, 
as a non-voting member of the house. 
Last year, Hougland completed a one-
year suspension after admitting to an 
extramarital affair.   n

At spring meeting, House of Bishops speaks on Ukraine, anti-trans bills

Photo/ENS via Twitter

Members of the House of Bishops pose for a photo at their 
spring retreat. 
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On Jan. 26, Executive Council passed 
a resolution that expressed “grave con-
cerns about the escalation of tensions 
and military buildup along the border 
of Russia and Ukraine.” The House of 
Bishops issued a statement on March 21 
condemning Russia’s aggression against 
its neighbor, “an independent, sovereign 
nation that has posed no threat to others 
beyond its borders.”

And Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
joined other presiding bishops and arch-
bishops of the Anglican Communion’s 
provinces in a March 31 statement that 
expressed alarm at the escalating humani-
tarian crisis caused by Russia. “We call for 
an immediate ceasefire and the withdraw-
al of Russian troops from Ukraine,” the 
archbishops and presiding bishops said in 
the statement from their Primates’ Meet-
ing. [See related story, page 3.]

Some Episcopal congregations and 
Episcopalians are reaching out to local 
Ukrainian communities. When St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church in New Hart-
ford, N.Y., held a prayer service on April 
7 for the people of Ukraine, participants 
included the Rev. Michael Bundz of St. 
Volodymyr Great Ukrainian Church in 
Utica.

The Diocese of Northern Michigan’s 
Canterbury House ministry at Michigan 
Technological University in Houghton 
has connected with and offered support 
to Ukrainian students, some of whom 

have joined campus protests against 
Russia’s war.

In the Diocese of Los Angeles, the 
simple act of hanging the blue and yel-
low Ukrainian colors outside St. James 
Episcopal Church in Newport Beach 
elicited an emotional response from a 
Ukrainian woman now living in South-
ern California.

“That touched me so deeply,” Lidiia 
Zamaraieva told the Los Angeles Times. 
“I want to come and say thanks to the 
people of the church for supporting 
Ukraine even though they don’t know 
Ukrainians.”

Other congregations are finding 
creative ways of showing support. On 
March 25, St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
in College Station, Texas, held a “Yoga 
for Peace” event filled with prayers for 
Ukrainian victims, with participants 
encouraged to donate to World Central 
Kitchen and its Chefs for Ukraine 
campaign.

Elementary school students Esmee 
and Michael Pritchard, a sister-brother 
team from Calvary Episcopal Church in 
Williamsville, N.Y., set up a stand at the 
church to sell flags, bracelets and other 
Ukraine-themed items and raised more 
than $200 to donate to relief efforts.

Other congregations and dioceses 
have launched their own fundraising 
campaigns and donation drives. The 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 
collected more than $30,000 from 
church members to give to Blessings 

International, which is coordinating 
medicine and medical supplies for 
Ukrainian families.

St. Elizabeth’s Church in Ridgewood, 
N.J., found success in collecting sup-
plies to help Ukrainians displaced by 
the war. “It’s incredible how generous 
and how kind and big-hearted people 
are,” Lyubov Ferara, a Ukrainian-born 
St. Elizabeth’s parishioner, said in a dioc-
esan article. She has extended family still 
in Ukraine. “I cannot put in words the 
gratitude we have.”

One of the easiest and most effective 
ways for Episcopalians to help is by con-
tributing to Episcopal Relief & Develop-

ment’s Ukraine response. The agency is 
coordinating with the Convocation of 
Episcopal Churches in Europe and ecu-
menical partners in the region, including 
the Anglican Alliance.

“We are extremely grateful to all of our 
generous donors and supporters who are 
enabling us to provide assistance through 
our partners,” Abagail Nelson, executive 
vice president of Episcopal Relief & De-
velopment, said in a news release. Finan-
cial contributions will be used to “equip 
our local partners to get the specific 
emergency supplies they need, from local 
and regional sources, which will support 
the local economy.”   n
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COMING UP
 Memorial Day Weekend Rest and Renewal Retreat  
May 27–30 “Come away and rest awhile,” Jesus said  
to his disciples when they were exhausted and overwhelmed by  
the pace of work and ministry. This weekend offers a lightly 
structured time to retreat from daily obligations.

 Wade in the Water: Celebrating Blackness 
June 14–16 An opportunity for people from across the 
African diaspora to come together for prayer, rest, 
walks, and the sharing of stories.

 God in Plain Sight: Icon-Painting Retreat with Kelly  
Latimore | June 17–19 Study with Kelly Latimore, cel-
ebrated artist of contemporary religious icons, whose 
prophetic works focusing on social and climate justice 
have been carried at Black Lives Matter protests and 
highlighted by Pope Francis and other religious leaders.

Fourth of July Weekend Rest and Renewal Retreat  
July 1–4 This weekend offers a lightly structured time  
to retreat from daily obligations and engage a deepening aware-
ness of our relationships—with ourselves, those around us, the 
divine, and all of creation.

We offer in-person 
retreats for individuals, 

families, and groups; 
monthly free online 
retreats; and weekly 
streamed services. 

Trinity Retreat Center is an Episcopal mission of Trinity Church Wall Street. It is a place apart 
for rest, quiet, prayer, discovery, connection, and reflection. Nestled amid the forests, rivers, 
and farmland of West Cornwall, Connecticut, our retreat center offers gracious, authentic 
hospitality—where you can slow down, enjoy farm-to-table meals, discern direction for your life, 
and go home ready to make an even greater impact on the world.

LEARN MORE AND BOOK YOUR RETREAT TODAY AT TRINITYWALLSTREET.ORG/RETREATS

Photo/Matthew Cowden via Facebook 

The Rev. Lou Hays from Christ Episcopal Church speaks at an interfaith vigil for Ukraine in 
the downtown square in Bluefield, W.Va.

https://trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-retreat-center/retreats/in-person-retreats
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T he 80th General Conven-
tion will consider a resolu-
tion at its meeting in July 
that seeks to strengthen 

the Episcopal Church’s opposi-
tion to nuclear weapons, an issue 
that the resolution’s proponents 
say has gained urgency with Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

Resolution C027 was pro-
posed by the Diocese of Central 
New York.  If passed by General 
Convention, it would put the 
church on record endorsing a 
grassroots campaign known as 
“Back from the Brink,” which 
has proposed a five-part plan for 
abolishing nuclear weapons.

The bishops’ and deputies’ commit-
tees on Social Justice and United States 
Policy held an online hearing on the 
resolution on March 8 in which about 
10 people testified in favor, some from 
Central New York and others represent-
ing the Episcopal Peace Fellowship.

They spoke of the unprecedented 
global catastrophe that would be un-
leashed by even a small-scale nuclear war.

“All human and animal life could die 
out,” said Frank Baldwin, an Episco-
palian from Ithaca, N.Y. Baldwin, who 
helped draft the resolution, testified that 
it is “our fervent hope and prayer” that 
the church will join the broad coalition 
of individuals and groups backing the 
five policy proposals advocated by Back 
from the Brink. The proposals are:

• Renounce any scenario in which 
the United States would launch nuclear 
weapons first.

• End the policy of granting the 
president sole authority for deciding to 
launch U.S. nuclear weapons.

• Take all nuclear weapons off hair-
trigger alert status.

• Cancel development of enhanced 
nuclear weapons to replace the existing 
arsenal.

• Pursue the global elimination of 
nuclear weapons by verifiable agreement 
among nuclear-armed nations.

The Episcopal Church has advocated 
for nuclear disarmament in a series of 
resolutions dating back decades, includ-
ing a 1976 resolution supporting treaties 
to limit nuclear weapon proliferation.

In 1982, General Convention urged a 
bilateral freeze on testing, producing and 
deploying nuclear weapons by the Unit-
ed States and what then was the Soviet 
Union. Subsequent resolutions stepped 
up the church’s calls for elimination of 
nuclear weapons, most recently in 2009.

The global number of stockpiled 
nuclear warheads peaked in 1986 at 
more than 60,000 and has since declined 
to fewer than 10,000, according to data 
tracked by the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists. Today, the United States and 
Russia own about 90% of the world’s 

nuclear warheads.
Since the breakup of the Soviet Union 

in 1991, much of the global attention 
on nuclear weapons proliferation has 
focused on the potential for additional 
countries like Iran and North Korea to 
gain access to the technology and use it 
to threaten neighboring countries and 
the United States. Then on Feb. 24, 
Russia invaded Ukraine, unprovoked. 
Nuclear tensions escalated three days 
later, when Russian President Vladimir 
Putin declared he was putting his coun-
try’s nuclear forces into “special combat 
readiness.”

Russian officials have since tried to 
tamp down global fears generated by 
Putin’s nuclear rhetoric, but uncertainty 

remains about how far Putin 
might be willing to go in de-
ploying nuclear weapons as his 
military assault faces stiff resis-
tance from Ukrainian forces. 
Some experts warn that Russia 
might resort to “tactical” war-
heads, or smaller nuclear weap-
ons, if it fails in its efforts to use 
conventional weapons.

That has most Americans 
worried about the potential for 
nuclear attacks on Ukraine, and 
many also are concerned the 
United States ultimately could 
be targeted, according to an AP-
NORC poll released March 27.

“The whole horror of nuclear 
weapons sort of being an item 
again — because weapons are 
on high alert in Russia — that’s 

a terrible thing,” Linda Gaither, who 
helped draft Resolution C027, told 
Episcopal News Service in an interview. 
“I hope that will be a motivating factor 
to take the resolution seriously.”

Gaither lives near Ithaca and attends 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Slater-
ville Springs.  She has been involved with 
the Episcopal Peace Fellowship for more 
than 20 years, and for nearly a decade, 
she has worked with its Ithaca branch to 
bring speakers to the area warning of the 
dangers posed by nuclear proliferation. 
Baldwin, co-sponsor of the Central New 
York resolution, also has been active in 
those efforts through the local branch of 
Physicians for Social Responsibility.

“We have been trying to raise con-

sciousness,” Gaither said. “It’s going to 
have to be a grassroots movement in a 
country that is a leading nuclear nation.”

Physicians for Social Responsibility 
partnered with the Union of Concerned 
Scientists in 2017 to launch Back from 
the Brink. Local governments, com-
munity groups and faith organizations 
in Central New York were among those 
across the country that have endorsed 
the campaign.

Ithaca’s city council passed a resolu-
tion supporting it in October 2018, 
followed by the town board in nearby 
Lansing in February 2019. The vestry 
from Gaither’s parish voted in 2019 to 
endorse the campaign, as did the vestry 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Ithaca. 
Gaither’s and Baldwin’s resolution to the 
Central New York Diocesan Convention 
passed in November 2020 with nearly 
unanimous support, Gaither said.

Those who testified at the March 8 
hearing on General Convention’s Reso-
lution C027 also were unanimous in 
their support. Sally Jones from Staten 
Island, N.Y., cited the continued threat 
that a military conflict between the 
United States and Russia could escalate 
to a nuclear standoff. “This arsenal has 
not made us safer but has put the whole 
world on edge,” she said.

The threat alone is doing harm by 
raising anxiety levels, argued the Rev. 
Taylor Daynes, an Episcopal chaplain at 
Cornell University in Ithaca. “The fear 
and anguish that the threat of nuclear 
war is waging in people’s lives is truly de-
structive,” she testified at the hearing.   n

S ixteen young people, 
drawn from every prov-
ince in the Episcopal 
Church, have been se-

lected as the Official Youth 
Presence for the General Con-
vention. The group gathered in 
Baltimore from March 31-April 
3 for orientation and training.

The Official Youth Presence 
was established by Resolution 
B045 of the 1982 General Con-
vention and has had seat and 
voice in the House of Deputies 
since 1997.

“I am eager to welcome the members 
of the Official Youth Presence to the 
House of Deputies again this year, and 
I look forward to their participation in 
our deliberations,” House of Deputies 
President Gay Clark Jennings said.

The following youth, listed in order 
by province, were selected to serve as 
the Official Youth Presence at General 
Convention:

• Chawanzi Muwina, Diocese of 
Massachusetts, Province I

• Rebecca Wallace-West, Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts, Province I

• Taylor Connell, Diocese of Long 
Island, Province II

• Lovensky Elysée, Diocese of Haiti, 
Province II 

• Jessica Miller, Diocese of 
Bethlehem, Province III

• Eleanor Graham, Diocese of East 
Tennessee, Province IV

• Benisha Brudy, Diocese of 
Missouri, Province V

• Eleanor Zaher, Diocese of 
Indianapolis, Province V

• Devyn Hubbs, Episcopal Church 
in Colorado, Province VI

• Norah Zoller, Diocese of 
South Dakota, Province VI

• Alexander Colby, Diocese 
of Texas, Province VII

• Kyle Skinner, Diocese of 
Dallas, Province VII

• Adam Linari, Diocese of 
California, Province VIII

• Jonah Mackenzie, Diocese 
of Los Angeles, Province VIII

• Leydy Rodríguez García, 
Diocese of Honduras, Province IX

• Yojani Hedman, Diocese of 
Honduras, Province IX

In-person participation sub-
ject to U.S. visa approval.

“I am thrilled to have these amazing 
young leaders serving as the Official 
Youth Presence,” said the Rev. Shannon 
Kelly, director of the Episcopal Church 
Department of Faith Formation. “The 
church has a lot to learn from young 
leaders as we look forward to what is 
to come and how we as a church can 
respond. I look forward to learning from 
them, hearing about their passions, and 
walking with them as we all continue to 
learn and grow together.”   n

— Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office

Youth delegation chosen for General Convention

General Convention to consider endorsing  
plan to eliminate threat of nuclear war
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Members of the Official Youth Presence for the General 
Convention gather for training in Baltimore. 

Photo/courtesy Titan Missel Musuem

A Titan missile, designed to deliver nuclear warheads at 
long ranges, is shown from above during a 2019 tour of an 
intercontinental ballistic missile site that was decommissioned 
in 1982 and now is maintained as the Titan Missile Museum 
in Sahuarita, Ariz.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T he Middle East will be on the 
minds of bishops and deputies 
who meet in Baltimore this July 
at the 80th General Convention.

Proposals addressing the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict have been among the most 
hotly debated resolutions at past triennial 
churchwide gatherings, and several new 
proposals await this General Convention.

So far, nine resolutions relating to 
the ongoing conflict in the Middle East 
have been assigned to the bishops’ and 
deputies’ committees on Social Justice & 
International Policy. Those two commit-
tees, which typically meet as one, held 
online hearings to take testimony on 
three of the resolutions.

All nine of the Middle East resolu-
tions were proposed by dioceses; several 
of the resolutions’ topics overlap.

For instance, the dioceses of Chicago 
and Washington each asked General Con-
vention to oppose state and federal legisla-
tion that penalizes or criminalizes boycotts 
related to Israel’s treatment of Palestinians 
and its occupation of Palestinian territories.

The two dioceses’ resolutions are 
short and almost identical, with Chicago 
additionally singling out anti-boycott 
legislation as “an infringement of First 
Amendment rights.”

Several people who testified online 
said criticism of Israeli government poli-
cies should not be confused with anti-
semitism or criticism of Judaism.

“What would our country be like if 
we could not criticize our government?” 
said Pauline Coffman, a Presbyterian 
who is active in the Chicago Faith Coali-
tion on Middle East Policy.

Wafic Faour, an Episcopalian from 
Vermont, described his own family’s 
struggle as Palestinian refugees displaced 
by the Arab-Israeli War of 1948.

He was born in a refugee camp in 
Lebanon, and other members of his 
family still live in that country, unable to 
return to their homeland in what is now 
northern Israel. Faour said he was testify-
ing in support of the right of Americans 
to boycott, not out of concern for his 
own family but for fellow Palestinians 
who live in Israel and have been granted 
Israeli citizenship without fully receiving 
the rights of citizens.

They “continually face discrimination 
and racism under apartheid Israeli laws,” 
Faour said. “The Israeli government im-
poses different sets of standards toward 
its non-Jewish citizens that affects every 
facet and function of daily living.”

The Palestinian-led movement known 
as “boycott, divestment and sanctions,” 
or BDS, has gained international support 
from churches — including the Presby-
terian and United Methodist churches 
— universities and other institutions as it 
seeks to apply economic pressure on Israel 
over its treatment of Palestinians.

Critics have accused the movement 

of waging a delegitimization campaign 
against Israel rooted in antisemitism.

Rodney Long of the Diocese of Wash-
ington testified that the pro-boycott 
resolutions “misrepresent the character 
and goals of the BDS movement.” Long 
called it a “pernicious movement aimed 
at the destruction of Israel as a Jewish 
state” that “works against the cause of 
peace and reconciliation.”

Los Angeles Bishop John Harvey Tay-
lor, the vice chair of the bishops’ commit-
tee, spoke briefly during the testimony 
to suggest the free speech arguments for 
the resolutions might be more productive 
than arguments in favor of the boycotts 
themselves.

“I’m not particularly a fan of BDS, 
which strikes me as a broad brush,” Tay-
lor said. “It seems to me as though one 
can be for both of these resolutions and 
against BDS.”

Steve France, an Episcopal Peace 
Fellowship member from the Diocese 
of Washington, echoed Taylor’s point. 
Laws that outlaw boycotts “are taking 
away Americans’ right of free speech,” 
he testified. “They threaten the rights of 
everyone in America.”

The third resolution discussed online 
was proposed by the Diocese of Olympia.

It seeks to affirm “the right of the State 
of Israel to exist” while also condemning 
“the continued occupation, segregation 
and oppression of the Palestinian people.”

If passed by General Convention, it 
would call on the president and U.S. 
Congress to oppose Israeli laws “that re-
sult in unequal rights for two peoples.”

General Convention has considered 
and passed dozens of resolutions about 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict over the 
years while supporting peace efforts in 
the Middle East and the Holy Land.

The most contentious issue at the 
79th General Convention in 2018 was 
whether the Episcopal Church should 
join other churches in divesting from 
companies doing business in Israel be-
cause of its occupation of Palestinian 
territories and the expansion of Israeli 
settlements in those territories, particu-
larly in the West Bank.

The debates that year highlighted how 
delicate such issues can be, sometimes 
down to the ways the language of 
resolutions might be perceived by the 
different sides.

The House of Bishops rejected a 
resolution that explicitly called for the 
church to develop a “human rights social 
criteria investment screen” related to 
Israeli occupation to Palestinian lands.

Bishops and deputies agreed instead 
on the softer language contained in Reso-
lution B016, which spoke more generally 
of analyzing church investments in light 
of human rights concerns in the region.

At the time, activists on both sides of 
the issue praised the vote — because it 
both stopped short of calling for a full 
“divestment” while establishing justifica-
tion for the church eventually to shift its 

investments away from companies prof-
iting off the occupation.

Another resolution passed in 2018 af-
firmed the church’s position that Jerusa-
lem is “a holy city to the three Abrahamic 
faiths” and should be “the shared capital 
of both the State of Israel and of a po-
tential Palestinian state.” The resolution 
asked the House of Bishops to issue a pas-

toral letter “supporting Jerusalem’s pro-
phetic identity as the Holy City of Peace.”

The bishops approved and released 
their letter at their recent meeting in 
March 2022. The two-page message 
included a call for Jews, Christians and 
Muslims to “do all in our power to fur-
ther and to deepen the commitment to 
peace with justice, and to its realization.”

The word “apartheid” is another fre-

quent sticking point and dividing line in 
the church’s perennial debate on the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict. General Con-
vention rejected a resolution in 2018 
that sought to label Israel’s unequal poli-
cies toward Jewish Israelis and Arab Is-
raelis as evidence of an “apartheid” state, 
similar to the South African govern-
ment’s former policy of racial separation.

That issue is back on the agenda for the 
80th General Convention. Of six resolu-
tions, three would oppose policies in Israel 
that they say amount to “apartheid.” The 
resolutions were proposed by the dioceses 
of Chicago, Vermont and Washington.

Two other resolutions proposed by 
dioceses of Chicago and Washington 
would condemn Christian Zionism, a 
disputed and controversial theological 
belief that the establishment of Israel in 
1948 was a precursor to the eventual sec-
ond coming of Jesus at the end of times.

The ninth resolution under con-
sideration this year by the bishops and 
deputies was proposed by the Diocese of 
Maryland. It would commit the church 
to rooting out antisemitism in its dis-
course around the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and pledging to “defer to the in-
terests of our brothers and sisters in the 
Holy Land,” including leaders of the An-
glican province that includes the Diocese 
of Jerusalem.   n

      GENERAL CONVENTION

Middle East resolutions focus on boycotts, apartheid, 
antisemitism, ‘Christian Zionism’
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C harged with developing propos-
als to help move the Episcopal 
Church forward with racial 
healing and becoming Beloved 

Community, the Presiding Officers’ 
Working Group on Truth-Telling, Reck-
oning, and Healing has released a report 
that proposes the creation of a new or-
ganization within the Episcopal Church 
called the Episcopal Coalition for Racial 
Equity and Justice.

The proposed coalition would be “a 
voluntary association of Episcopal dio-
ceses, parishes, organizations, and in-
dividuals dedicated to the work of be-
coming beloved community,” the report 
states. It would be governed by a board 
appointed by the presiding bishop and 
president of the House of Deputies, 
made up of a majority of people of color, 
and funded on an ongoing basis from a 
tithe of Domestic and Foreign Mission-
ary Society (DFMS) financial holdings, 
at approximately $2 million annually.

“The coalition is a vehicle to affirm and 
coordinate so much good work already 
happening throughout the church,” 
said the Rev. Canon John Kitagawa of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, a co-
convener of the working group. “It will 
help the church to begin much-needed 
structural and cultural changes in our 
quest to build the Beloved Community.”

A resolution to create the coalition 
will be considered by the General Con-
vention at the church’s 80th General 
Convention in July.

The report also includes six additional 
General Convention resolutions. These 
resolutions call for a forensic audit of 
DFMS assets to identify those tied to 
racial injustices; a comprehensive review 
of the Book of Common Prayer, 1982 
hymnal, and other liturgical materials 
to identify “colonialist, racist and white 
supremacist, imperialistic and white na-
tionalist language and content;” an in-
vestigation into the church’s operation 
of Indigenous boarding schools; the 
development of best practices in hiring 
and workplace equity; and guidelines for 
language to describe people of color in 
the church.

The working group also offered 92 
recommendations, most of which would 
be “moved forward and amplified” by 
the new coalition. Those include ways 
to cultivate truth-telling, reckoning, and 
healing at each level of the church.

Suggestions range from “research and 
share the full history of historically Black 
churches within your diocese” to “com-
mission artists, poets, liturgists, and mu-
sicians of color to create new hymnody, 
prayers, and liturgies.”

The recommendations include train-
ing and learning opportunities for chil-
dren and adults and contain multiple 
links to dioceses that are already work-
ing to facilitate truth-telling, reckoning, 
and healing.

The working group was composed 
of 14 clergy and lay members of Ex-
ecutive Council, the Executive Council 
Committee on Anti-Racism and Rec-
onciliation, and the Presiding Officers’ 

Advisory Group on Becoming Beloved 
Community Implementation appointed 
by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and 
House of Deputies President Gay Clark 
Jennings. It first convened in September 
and met monthly to address the mandate 
given by the presiding officers in their 
June addresses to Executive Council. 

“We have an opportunity to engage in 
a churchwide process of truth and recon-
ciliation that, to my knowledge, has not 
been done before on that level,” Curry said 
then. “This is an invitation to do the hard 
and holy work of love. We have an oppor-
tunity to be a witness to how we can over-
come our divisions and heal our hurts.”

“The challenge of the presiding offi-
cers’ charge inspired and energized the 
working group to offer a report that 
honors the work already happening 
across the church and recommends a 
bold course of action that will continue 
to place the work of racial reckoning, 
justice and healing at the center of the 
life and mission of the church for gen-

erations to come,” said Bishop Samuel 
Rodman of the Diocese of North Caro-
lina, and a co-convener of the group.

The working group spent time listen-
ing, reflecting, praying, and talking with 
people involved in truth, healing, and 
reconciliation work. Its members looked 
for “common elements and themes, 
challenges or roadblocks,” acknowledg-
ing the need to deal with the legacies 
of colonialism and imperialism in the 
church and the urgency of reckoning 
with generational racial trauma created 
at times when the church was “directly 
the source of suffering and oppression.” 

“The working group shows what 
can happen when laypeople, clergy and 
bishops come together to share experi-
ences and perspectives, listen for the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance, and debate how 
the church should participate in God’s 
mission,” Jennings said. “I am extraordi-
narily grateful to the faithful people who 
persevered, even as the pandemic raged 
around us, to complete this work in time 
for the 80th General Convention.”

“We had disagreements but never 
an argument,” Kitagawa said. “Mutual 
respect, focus on the mission, and com-
mitment to racial equity and justice sus-
tained us and helped us to do deep work 
in a very short period of time.

Members of the working group 
welcome questions and comments 
about the report and are open to 
meeting online with deputations or 
other groups in the church. Email info@
becomingbelovedcommunity.org for 
more information.   n

Working group calls Episcopalians to address harms of  
white supremacy, legacies of colonialism and imperialism

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

I ntegrity USA, the nonprofit organiza-
tion that has advocated for full LGBTQ+ 
inclusion within the Episcopal Church 
since 1974, is now officially defunct, 

having effectively ceased its ministry over the 
last four years amid controversy over its mis-
sion and management.

In late March, Integrity USA (also known 
as Integrity Inc.) withdrew from The Con-
sultation, a consortium of progressive Epis-
copal organizations that it had been a mem-
ber of since 1985. Integrity USA “is now in 
the post-dissolution winding-up phase,” the 
organization’s last president, Ronnie Ward, wrote to 
Consultation convener Laura Russell.

Integrity USA’s status as a nonprofit corporation 
in Illinois was voluntarily dissolved in January. While 
some local chapters continue to maintain a presence, 
the national network has been dormant since 2018, 
when General Convention approved a resolution 
granting full churchwide access to same-sex marriage 
rites.

In a press release announcing Integrity’s withdrawal 
from The Consultation, Ward said that “some mem-
bers of Integrity have formed a new organization, In-
tegrity Americas, with the intention to focus on the 

full inclusion of LGBTQI+ persons in the Episcopal 
Church, particularly those in Province IX.”

A new nonprofit organization called Integrity 
Americas Inc., listing Ward as its president, has been 
registered with the Internal Revenue Service. It hosted 
a Eucharist at Holyrood Church/Iglesia Santa Cruz in 
New York on Feb. 2 but has no other apparent online 
presence.

The work of LGBTQ+ advocacy in the church has 
largely been taken up by the newly formed LGBTQ 
Caucus in the House of Deputies, which is currently 
identifying priorities and developing potential resolu-
tions for the upcoming General Convention in July. 

TransEpiscopal, which focuses specifically on trans-
gender issues, also continues to have a presence.

“We sincerely regret losing one of our charter 
members,” Russell wrote in the press release, adding 
that the new organization would be able to apply for 
membership at The Consultation’s fall meeting.

Consultation coordinator and former Integrity 
President Kim Byham wrote, “Over the years Integrity 
played a role in all the key changes in Episcopal canons 
respecting full LGBTQ+ participation in the church 
as well as innumerable legislative resolutions.”

Founded in 1974 by university professor Louie 
Crew to help gay Episcopalians gain acceptance 
within the church, Integrity grew to have 58 local 
chapters and about 2,000 active members by 2011, 
the last year for which it released a complete annual 
report.

With its official mission of full inclusion of 
all LGBTQ people in the sacramental life of the 
Episcopal Church, Integrity was an active presence 
at General Conventions from 1977 to 2018, helping 
draft resolutions and gathering support. Crew died in 
November 2019.

Ward, who had no previous involvement with In-
tegrity, was elected president unopposed in 2020 after 
the resignation of the Rev. Gwen Fry, whose term was 
marked by criticism over financial transparency and 
management and the resignations of almost all board 
members.   n 

LGBTQ+ advocacy group Integrity formally dissolves

Photo/Integrity via Facebook

An Integrity chapter participates in a Pride parade in Portland, 
Ore., in 2012.
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years, I’ve been fortunate, very fortunate 
to know, to appoint, to support and work 
alongside many leaders whose lives, ex-
periences and perspectives The Episcopal 
Church has too often disregarded: young 
people, laywomen, genderqueer people, 
people of color, and so many others.”

Passing the torch, Jennings thanked 
“the new generation of leaders who are 
rising up to lead our church … I’m in-
spired by the love that so many of these 
younger people have for our church and 
their creative thinking about how to 
change our governance structures while 
holding fast to our identity.”

In his regular report, Kurt Barnes, the 
church’s treasurer and chief financial of-
ficer, painted an overall positive picture 
of church finances.

For fiscal year 2021, overall income was 
in line with expectations, with diocesan 
assessments slightly higher than expected 
because several dioceses increased their 

commitments to 15% and there were 
fewer requests for waivers. A pandemic-
related $3 million Paycheck Protection 
Plan loan from the federal government 
in 2020 has been forgiven, turning those 
funds from a liability to an asset.

With overall spending in line with ex-
pectations, there was a surplus of $4.8 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2021, and of $16.3 mil-
lion for the 2019-2021 triennium. Of that 
surplus, $2.5 million was reserved for 2022 
General Convention costs, since the meet-
ing did not happen as scheduled in 2021.

A further $2.3 million of the surplus 
was rolled over to the 2022 budget, and $5 
million for 2023-24. The remaining $6.5 
million will be allocated to the church’s 
trust funds and short-term reserves.

The church’s net return on invest-
ments for fiscal year 2021 was above tar-
get at 9.7%. However, the value of the 
church’s portfolio dropped about 10% 
in the first two months of 2022, part of a 
downturn in global markets precipitated 
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Barnes noted that long-term returns 
have remained positive through multiple 
economic crises, with 8.6% net annual 
returns over the last 30 years.

In the coming days, council will hear 
about the work of the Committee on 
Mission Within the Episcopal Church 
and the Ad Hoc Committee on Indig-
enous Boarding Schools. The two groups 
have been assessing and responding to 
the church’s historical involvement with 
boarding schools that separated Native 
American children from their families 
and culture. Council will also hear a pre-
sentation on colonialism and racism in 
Puerto Rico and in the Episcopal Church.

“I hope that this conversation about 
the church’s complicity in colonialism 
will inform our continuing work to dis-
mantle systemic racism and repent of 
the church’s role in Indigenous boarding 
schools,” Jennings said.

“I also look forward to being able to 
think with you about the way in which 
colonialism shapes relationships among 

leaders of the Anglican Communion as 
the Lambeth Conference approaches,” 
she added, referring to the decennial 
meeting of bishops from across the Angli-
can Communion that will take place July 
26 to Aug. 8 in Canterbury, England.

“I continue to think about — and may-
be you do too — how we might best invest 
the resources we have to spend in the Afri-
can community in light of both the legacy 
of colonialism and our clear commitment 
to opposing homophobia and transphobia.”

A review of the council’s work since 
2018 was scheduled to close out the meet-
ing as council members prepared for Gen-
eral Convention, though Jennings noted 
that much of the legislative committee 
work has already been done remotely.

“Thank you for that work,” Jennings 
said to the members of the council who 
have also served on those committees. 
“This experiment — and it is an experi-
ment — is one way to find out how our 
governance structures can be adapted and 
scaled to the reality of today’s church.”   n

EXEC COUNCIL continued from page 1

adjacent Diocese of Northwest Texas and 
was elected bishop provisional of what 
then was known as the Diocese of Fort 
Worth in 2015. The Diocese of Northwest 
Texas is not involved in the reunion talks.

In North Texas, a 2008 diocesan 
schism greatly diminished the numbers 
of Episcopalians still faithful to the Epis-
copal Church. As of early this year, the 
Episcopal Church in North Texas count-
ed 14 congregations and fewer than 
4,000 members.

Once the two dioceses work out the 
legal details of a reunion, Mayer will 
call a special meet-
ing of North Texas’ 
diocesan convention 
to vote on the plan, 
and Doyle will do the 
same with Texas’ di-
ocesan council.

“There’s a lot of 
work to get done be-
tween now and then,” Doyle said in the 
clergy meeting. “I’m really very excited 
about this, as are the rest of the staff.”

All six dioceses in the state of Texas 
have roots in the Diocese of Texas, which 
started in 1838 as a foreign missionary 
district. Texas, formerly part of Mexi-
co and then an independent country, 
became a U.S. state in 1845, and the 
church’s missionary district organized as 
a diocese in 1849.

The northern and western regions of 
the Diocese of Texas separated to be-
come new missionary districts in 1874 
in response to rapid population growth. 
In 1895, the northern district formed 
the Diocese of Dallas, which included 
congregations in Fort Worth and other 
cities to Dallas’ west.

The growing Diocese of Dallas was split 
in half in 1982, with the western congre-
gations forming the new Diocese of Fort 
Worth. Once numbering more than 50 
congregations, Fort Worth was long known 
as one of the most conservative dioceses in 
the Episcopal Church, particularly for its 

exclusion of women from ordination.
In 2008, a majority of clergy and 

lay leaders in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Fort Worth voted to leave the Episcopal 
Church over disagreements about the or-
dination of women and LGBTQ+ peo-
ple. The breakaway group is now aligned 
with the Anglican Church in North 
America, or ACNA.

Most congregations that remained in 
the Episcopal Church found new places 
to worship after the split, but six con-
gregations in Fort Worth, Hillsboro and 
Wichita Falls remained in their buildings.

The Episcopal diocese sued in 2009 to 
regain and retain more than $100 mil-

lion in diocesan prop-
erty. In May 2020, 
the Texas Supreme 
Court sided with 
ACNA, and in Feb-
ruary 2021, the U.S. 
Supreme Court an-
nounced it wouldn’t 
review the case, let-

ting ACNA’s victory stand.
The Episcopal diocese agreed to 

change its name to the Episcopal Church 
in North Texas, and in April 2021, the 
rest of its congregations were ordered out 
or chose to move out of the buildings that 
had been awarded to ACNA. Since then, 
Episcopal congregations and ACNA con-
gregations have continued to argue in a 
lower court over what other property 
needs to be turned over to ACNA.

Doyle, in his meeting with clergy, ac-
knowledged that the North Texas Epis-
copalians have “been through a lot,” and 
the Diocese of Texas was ready to offer “a 
giant embrace and bear hug.”

“We will be thinking about intention-
al ways we can help them feel welcome 
in our diocese,” Doyle said.

The last time a diocesan reunion oc-
curred in the Episcopal Church was 2013, 
when the Diocese of Quincy reunited 
with the Diocese of Chicago in Illinois. 
The three dioceses in Wisconsin are in the 
middle of their own reunion talks, with 
plans to become one diocese again.   n

MayerDoyle

TEXAS continued from page 5

Episcopal News Service

T he Anglican Church of 
Canada announced on 
April 20 the resignation 
of National Indigenous 

Archbishop Mark MacDonald 
amid sexual misconduct alle-
gations against the prominent 
church leader.

Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, called it 
“devastating news” in a pastoral letter that 
said MacDonald had acknowledged the 
misconduct. The letter didn’t elaborate on 
the nature of the misconduct.

“The sense of betrayal is deep and 
profound when leaders fail to live up to 
the standards we expect and the bound-
aries we set. Our hearts hold compassion 
for human frailty and space for repen-
tance while we also ache with the pain 
that such betrayal causes first to the 

complainant; then to so many 
others and to the life of our 
church,” Nicholls said.

Nicholls reportedly told the 
Anglican Journal that the mis-
conduct did not involve allega-
tions of criminal behavior. She 
said in her statement that she 
has asked Bishop Sidney Black 

to serve as Interim National Indigenous 
Bishop.

MacDonald, 68, previously served in 
the Episcopal Church as bishop of Alaska 
from 1997 until 2007, when he became 
archbishop in Canada. Early in his tenure 
in Canada, he also briefly took on the sec-
ond role as bishop serving the Episcopal 
Church’s Navajoland Area Mission.

“We received no allegations of miscon-
duct by Bishop MacDonald during his ser-
vice as a bishop in the Episcopal Church,” 
Public Affairs Officer Amanda Skofstad 
told Episcopal News Service.   n

Canada’s Indigenous Archbishop MacDonald 
resigns amid sexual misconduct allegations

MacDonald

      AROUND THE CHURCH

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A Brooklyn, N.Y., church is ex-
pressing thanks for enduring 
the COVID-19 pandemic by 
resurrecting an old tradition: 

building an intricate model ship to hang 
from its rafters. And in a poetic stroke of 
fate, the real ship it was modeled after — 
from Antarctic explorer Ernest Shackle-
ton’s ill-fated 1914-1916 voyage — was 
just found after being lost for 106 years.

The new votive ship at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Brooklyn’s Carroll Gar-
dens neighborhood was commissioned 
by the Very Rev. William Ogburn, rec-
tor, months before the discovery of the 
Endurance on March 5.

It now joins another votive ship first 
hung in the church after World War I in 
thanksgiving for the safe return of young 
men from the parish.

The tradition of the votive ship goes 
back to 15th-century Europe, as sailing 
was becoming a primary instrument of 
political and economic power.

Seamen and their families started 
building or commissioning model ships 
to adorn their churches, either before a 
voyage as an offering for protection or in 
thanksgiving for a safe return home from 
a particularly dangerous journey.

They became fixtures of churches in 
coastal Europe, but the practice never re-
ally made it to the United States.

Many young men from the parish 
served in World War I and saw votive 
ships for the first time in French church-
es, Ogburn said, bringing the tradition 
with them when they returned to St. 
Paul’s.

After the war, as many as 12 model 
ships were given to the church and hung 
from the rafters until 1978, when some-
one broke into the church and stole all 
but one. The three-masted ship with the 
green and white hull had fallen to the 
floor and broken during the robbery and 
was left behind.

The ship had been donated by three 
parish mothers whose sons had survived 
the torpedoing of the USS President 
Lincoln in 1918; despite its delicate 
appearance, it had previously been a toy 
that the boys would “sail” in the lake in 
nearby Prospect Park, Ogburn said. The 
previous rector, the Rev. Peter Cullen, 
had it restored and re-hung about 10 
years ago.

Ogburn took over as rector of the 
neo-Gothic Anglo-Catholic church 
about two weeks before the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which was kill-
ing about 700 New York State residents 
per day by mid-April 2020. He had nev-
er heard of votive ships before, and has 
since been able to find only three others 
in the U.S.

Last summer, as New York emerged 
from the worst phase of the pandemic, 
Ogburn started thinking about how to 
memorialize those who died. There are 

already various memorials around the 
church, including plaques in honor of 
those who died in wars and the 9/11 
attacks.

“This place is riddled with plaques,” 
Ogburn told ENS. “The last thing we 
need is another plaque on the wall.”

Looking at the World War I votive 
ship, with its symbol of hope amid the 
ordeal of war, “I thought, ‘What if we 
commissioned a new votive ship in 
thanksgiving to God for having come 
through this great ordeal, which has 
been COVID?’”

Ogburn asked parishioner Michael 
Miller — who uses a workshop in the 
church basement for woodworking proj-
ects in exchange for doing some mainte-
nance work — to build the ship.

Since it was going to be built entirely 
by hand, not from a kit, they had to 

decide what kind of ship it would be. 
Another parishioner suggested they 
model it after the Irish-English explorer 
Ernest Shackleton’s ship, the aptly 
named Endurance.

The voyage of the Endurance is one of 
the most legendary tales of heroic leader-
ship and survival against overwhelming 
odds.

Shackleton and 27 other men set out 
on the Endurance in 1914, intending to 
complete the first land crossing of Ant-

arctica.
The ship became trapped in sea ice 

and sank, and the team drifted on ice 
for months before sailing lifeboats to an 
uninhabited island. Shackleton and five 
others then sailed one of the lifeboats 
800 miles to a whaling station and orga-
nized a rescue operation to save the other 
men, all of whom had survived, a year 
and a half after the Endurance had got-
ten stuck.

The Endurance seemed the perfect 
ship to model the votive ship after, 
Miller and Ogburn thought, because it 
represented perseverance through great 
hardship, right down to its very name.

The votive ship was not meant to be 
an exact replica of the Endurance, but an 
example of the type of ship the Endur-
ance was: a barquentine schooner.

Miller did incorporate one specific 
detail he encountered in his research. 

The Endurance also carried 
dozens of sled dogs and a pet 
cat named Mrs. Chippy. Mill-
er included a tiny dog and cat 
on the deck in their honor.

“He told me it’s the hardest 
thing he’s ever done,” Ogburn 
said, “but he’s very talented.”

None of that detail can be 
seen now, though. The ship 
hangs high above one of the 
nave’s side aisles with its bow 
pointing toward the altar, 
as was the custom for votive 
ships.

Ogburn decided to hang 
it in the same spot where 
one of the World War I ships 
was hanging in an old photo; 
when he shone a flashlight up 
into the rafters, the hook was 
still there.

The ship was blessed and 
dedicated in November, and 

some of the parishioners put to-
gether a small display about the Endur-
ance and the tradition of votive ships in 
Europe and at St. Paul’s.

At the time, the fate of the Endur-
ance itself had remained unknown ever 
since it was swallowed up by the sea ice 
in 1915, despite many searches for the 
wreck.

But just a few months later, on March 
5, it was found by the search expedition 
Endurance22. Lying nearly 10,000 feet 
under the Weddell Sea, the ship was re-
markably intact, having been preserved 
by the frigid waters.

For Ogburn, the discovery of the En-
durance — which held together even 
after being crushed by ice and spending 
106 years on the seabed — magnifies the 
timely meaning of the votive ship.

“We thought the idea of endurance 
was appropriate — that they had such an 
ordeal and no one died. Obviously you 
can’t say that for COVID,” he told ENS. 
“[But] it’s been an amazing project and 
a fun thing that everyone seems to love 
and enjoy.”   n

A Brooklyn church built a ‘votive ship’ just before  
the discovery of its inspiration, the long-lost Endurance

Photo/Nathan Taylor

Above, the votive ship is on display before 
it was hoisted up to the rafters of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

At right, a votive ship can be seen in this 
early 20th century photo of St. Paul’s. 

Below, a World War I-era votive ship is seen 
at St. Paul’s. 

Photo/St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Photo/Nathan Taylor

A small model cat can be seen on the votive 
ship at St. Paul’s.

Photo/Egan Millard/ENS
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By Robert F. Barsky 
The Conversation

T he United Nations has warned 
that the war in Ukraine could 
create “the biggest refugee crisis 
this century,” with displaced per-

sons numbering in the millions.  
Meanwhile, the rest of the world sits 

watching the war on screens, which can 
promote empathy but also can lead to 
helplessness and distress.

There’s another way to try to under-
stand refugees’ experience. Alongside the 
reality of desperate people fleeing danger 
is a rich history of classic texts about char-
acters seeking protection or new lives.

As a professor of humanities and law, 
I have spent the past few years delving 
deeply into what classic literature has to 
say about the challenges of fleeing per-
secution. From Odysseus and Dante the 
Pilgrim to Frankenstein’s monster, many 
familiar characters encounter obstacles 
well known to contemporary refugees.

These stories can’t replicate what it’s 
like to experience bombs and shells rain-

ing down on Syria, Ukraine or Yemen. 
But they may help readers identify with 
characters they already know, which may 
in turn create empathy and compassion 
for refugees.

Sharing the story
One text worth recalling in this re-

gard is the Book of Exodus, and in par-
ticular the scene in which God appears 
to Moses at the burning bush.

God has been watching the Israelites’ 
suffering as slaves in Egypt, he reveals to 
Moses. The Almighty wishes to inter-
vene — and calls upon Moses to act as 
his emissary.

“I will send you to Pharaoh, and you 
shall free My people, the Israelites, from 
Egypt,” God commands.

Moses’ initial reaction is not to 
obey, but to question. “Who am I that 
I should go to Pharaoh and free the Is-
raelites from Egypt?” he asks. He fears 
that his poor speaking skills render him 

ill equipped to fulfill God’s will. “I 
have never been a man of words,” 
he protests; “I am slow of speech 
and slow of tongue.”

His hesitation is a reminder that 
vulnerable migrants often have 
nothing with them other than 
their own story — a story they 
may have to tell in a language that 
is not their own.

Ukrainians who are currently in 
flight, for example, will have to ex-
plain themselves adequately. Being 
able to tell their story in the right 
way, to the right people, will be 
crucial to their very survival.

Moses is also unsure whether God re-
ally is who he says he is. Can this great 
power be trusted? Moses wonders. As 
refugees flee their home countries, they 
too may wrestle with whether to trust 
people and officials from powerful in-
stitutions offering aid, like host country 
officials, or representatives from United 
Nations agencies or nongovernmental 
organizations.

The land of milk and honey
To persuade Moses to lead the Isra-

elites out of Egypt, God promises the 
Israelites not just protection, but a better 
life: “I will take you out of the misery 
of Egypt … to a land flowing with milk 
and honey.”

Historically, many people fleeing 
home are escaping not war or persecu-
tion, but poverty — though the lines be-
tween refugees and so-called economic 
migrants are getting blurrier.

Those who wish to deny entry to ref-
ugees or undocumented migrants 
often describe them as “parasites” 
or “illegals” who are leaving their 
homes to reap the milk and honey 
of others’ lands.

John Steinbeck’s novel, “The 
Grapes of Wrath,” tells the story of 
desperate American families dur-
ing the Great Depression fleeing 
the Dust Bowl droughts that dev-
astated their crops.

They are “people in flight, refu-
gees from dust and shrinking land, 
from the thunder of tractors and 
invasion, from the twisting winds 
that howl up out of Texas, from 
floods that bring no richness to the 
land and steal what little richness 
is there.”

They dream of a new paradise, 
and of plenty. Tom Joad, one 
of the book’s key characters, provides 
a vision of the life that he imagines in 
California: “Gonna get me a whole big 
bunch of grapes off a bush, or whatever, 
an’ I’m gonna squash ‘em on my face an’ 
let ‘em run offen my chin.”

It may be a pipe dream, but what op-
tion do these vulnerable migrants have? 
Like millions of people in places like In-
dia, the Philippines or Bangladesh, they 
have been internally displaced because of 
natural disasters and climate change. The 

only way to safety is forward.
“How can we live without 

our lives? How will we know 
it’s us without our past?” 
Steinbeck writes. “No. Leave 
it. Burn it.”

Leaving paradise
No matter how great the 

persecution, not everyone will 
flee in search of protection. 
Home still provides us with a sense of 
rootedness; home is where we speak the 
language; home is where we have friends 
and family; home is filled with familiar 
landmarks.

And for people fleeing Ukraine, the 
decision to leave means enduring huge 
lines, freezing cold and administrative 
barriers — particularly for non-Euro-
peans who resided in Ukraine, such as 
Indians and Africans, who have faced 
discrimination.

John Milton’s “Paradise Lost” is one 

of the great stories about massive dis-
placement and the effort to survive in 
an inhospitable environment. This 17th-
century epic poem describes two acts of 
exile: rebel angels’ expulsion from heav-
en, and Adam and Eve’s expulsion from 
the Garden of Eden.

After the war in heaven, when Satan 
attempts to lead one-third of the angels 
in rebellion, God’s retribution is swift 
and horrible. Satan’s followers are “hurld 
headlong flaming from th’ Ethereal Skie 

/ With hideous ruine and combustion 
down / To bottomless perdition, there to 
dwell,” in Milton’s description.

Even Satan, who actively led the up-
rising, was filled with the despair at all 
he’d lost: “Now the thought / both of 
lost happiness and lasting pain / tor-
ments him.”

These terrifying lines hold one of 
Milton’s masterpiece’s most impor-
tant insights for migration crises today. 
Through expulsion, these fallen angels 
have lost everything they hold dear, and 

now they are condemned 
to hell. Their pain is 
mixed with “obdurate 
pride” and “stedfast hate.”

If contemporary refu-
gees are unable to find a 
new sense of belonging 
and opportunity, then 
their frustration and trau-
ma sometimes turn to re-
sentment and radicaliza-
tion. From Ukraine and 
Yemen to Afghanistan 
and elsewhere, many des-
perate people are in need 
not just of assistance, but 
long-term solutions that 
provide a chance for them 
to rebuild their lives.

These examples from 
classic texts intimately de-

pict refugees’ challenges through charac-
ters who have peopled our imagination. 
Perhaps this same process of creative as-
sociation with well-known stories of dis-
placement can help inspire ways to help 
vulnerable migrants in our midst.   n

Robert F. Barsky is a professor of 
humanities and professor of law at 
Vanderbilt University. This article was 
originally published at The Conversation 
(www.theconversation.com).

What classic literature knows about refugees  
fleeing persecution and war

Left, Refugees from 
Ukraine cross into 
Poland in March, 2022. 
More than five million 
refugees have fled since 
the start of the Russian 
invasion.

Below, from left, Dorris 
Bowdon and Jane 
Darwell, with Henry 
Fonda playing the lead 
role of Tom Joad, are 
seen in a still from the 
1940 film adaptation of 
“The Grapes of Wrath.”

Photo/Wikimedia Commons

Gustave Doré produced a number of illus-
trations for John Milton’s “Paradise Lost.”

Photo/Wikimedia Commons

“God Appears to Moses in the Burning Bush,” by Eugene Pluchart, 
hangs in Saint Isaac’s Cathedral, Saint Petersburg, Russia. 

Photo/Wikipedia

Photo/Allstar/Cinetext
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By Duo Dickinson 
The Living Church

T he immediate stresses of CO-
VID-19 and long-term shifts in 
cultural values are dramatically 
shaping how we address the sa-

cred in our lives, and the buildings we 
create need to manifest those changes. 

The Episcopal Church in Connecti-
cut, led by Bishop Ian Douglas, has spent 
the last decade reorganizing 
itself and addressing how its 
more than 150 parishes are 
dealing with dramatic drops 
in attendance and relevance 
in a changing culture. While 
the social vitality of worship 
remains woven into many 
parts of the American cul-
ture, when it comes to the 
role of church in people’s 
lives, the place of religion 
is dramatically changing in 
21st-century New England. 

Christ Church Cathedral 
in Hartford was recently rec-
reated to address directly the 
relevance of sacred space in a 
secularizing society.

Douglas and Christ 
Church Cathedral Dean 
Miguelina Howell, along with the ca-
thedral’s governing body, the Cathedral 
Chapter, worked to reinvent the way this 
1827 building could be used. Having 
been a full participant in the diocese’s 
decade of change, I was asked to give 
counsel as an architect.

A four-year effort defined the chang-
es that needed to be made, defined the 
costs and the ways to build those desires, 
and then raised $2 million. Hard bid-
ding and diligence meant the project 
was completed on budget and on time 
by Enterprise Construction, all amid 
COVID. 

Why do buildings matter in our rela-
tionship to God? Religion and architec-
ture are uniquely human. While the real-
ity of God is central for many, the power 
of beauty is universal — and architecture 
is part of what we find beautiful. As cul-
ture evolves and tries to embrace God in 
worship, architecture responds.

Our creation and use of sacred space 
is a direct reaction to how our cultures 
change. The Renaissance transformed 
the Western world, and that included 
the Protestant Reformation. That Ref-
ormation spawned radical Puritans who 
came to America, leaving their cathedrals 
and parish churches to form communi-
ties centered on religion. 

In Puritan meeting houses, faith, com-
merce, and government shared space. 
The Industrial Revolution saw American 
churches become a central cultural reality, 
and fabulous sacred spaces were created. 
The Great Depression then saw emptier 
churches and World War II saw church 
attendance and construction explode. 

It verges on the clichéd to observe 
that the last 20 years have seen a deepen-
ing crisis of faith in organized religion in 
both the popular and convicted cultures. 

The American Northeast can be seen as 
the canary in the coal mine for how our 
culture manifests a diminished connec-
tion to God. In a country that was in no 
small part created to divide church and 
state, the cultural foundation of Chris-
tendom is entering uncharted territory.

It is no secret that the 21st century 
has manifested a rampage of change. The 
internet, artificial intelligence, shifting 
understandings about gender, and now 

a pandemic are all radically affecting our 
society, with no obvious direction or 
outcome. Inevitably, those changes affect 
how religion is a part of American life.

But this change of the moment has 
had a parallel evolution in how we wor-
ship. After World War II, Europe expe-
rienced mass secularization to the point 
that churches now attract more tourists 
than worshipers. The vast majority of 
Europe has come to feel that its places 
of worship are more cultural icons than 
sacred spaces. A similar change is hap-
pening now in northeastern America.

Like Europe, New England is rich in 
history, which is as inevitable as weather 
in shaping our daily lives. In 1827, archi-
tect Ithiel Town designed Christ Church 
in downtown Hartford. The church has 
gone through generations of renova-
tions. Existing pews were replaced, but 
the original pew ends were reused, their 
last rows raised, and expressive pew back 
panels installed. 

Christ Church became a cathedral in 
1919, when the American “Cathedral 
Movement” was creating Washington 
National Cathedral and St. John the Di-
vine in New York. Over the years, the 
interior was refined and elaborated. In 
the 1950s, a renovated organ with its sup-
porting structures and steps were added to 
a raised chancel floor, using new flooring 
of square, multicolored bluestone tiles. 

The result was an altar-focused, strict-
ly ordered space. “The problem with this 
20th-century model of the cathedral in 
the Episcopal Church is that it reversed 
the direction of God’s action,” Douglas 
said in a sermon at the cathedral several 
years ago.

“Instead of cathedrals being places 
from which the faithful would go in that 
great centrifugal mission of God into the 

world, they became centers of power, 
privilege, and prestige to which people 
would be centripetally drawn. Instead of 
‘go, go, in the mission of God,’ cathedrals 
became a place of ‘come, come, and be 
drawn into the ‘one true church,’” he said.

Howell saw the need on the ground 
for “flexibility of the space that will serve 
a diverse constituency, from the arts to 
civic discourse, to community engage-
ment activities for those who are hous-

ing- and food-insecure. 
This project has given the 
cathedral a remarkable op-
portunity to model active 
and adaptive ministry in the 
public square around issues 
of social justice, advocacy, 
and cultural advancement 
for underserved communi-
ties.”

The list of changes this 
renovation has wrought is 
universally applicable to al-
most all buildings designed 
over a century ago, but are 
exquisitely necessary if our 
buildings are to address the 
future:

Flexibility. Fixed pews 
are iconic, even comfort-
ing in their embrace of the 

worshiper, but fixed seating is a strait-
jacket of imposed focus in any build-
ing. So those pews were removed, and 
chairs provided that can be set in any 
orientation. Top-down, fixed lighting 
makes any focus other than its direction 
problematic. Fully movable, flexible, fo-
cusing, color-projecting, electronically 
controlled lighting was installed instead.

Welcoming. A central entry ramp 
surfaced to match the existing walkways 
around the church replaced steps, so that 
everyone, all the time, has equal access. 
An artful interior ramp meant that any-
one could ascend to the altar without 
apology. Solid doors were removed, with 
clear glass versions set to the street, open 
for anyone to see through. Bathrooms 
were designed to enable anyone to use 
them, easily. New steps and railings are 
gentle, with railings.

Comfort. Beyond bathrooms directly 
off the central nave space, a “shock sys-
tem” of temperature and humidity miti-
gation was integrated into the existing 
heating system. At perhaps a third of the 
cost of traditional air conditioning, its 
event-specific impact has meant cooler 
gatherings. All grilles were integrated to 
the fabric of the building. 

History. Rather than remove iconic 
elements, the provenance of the existing 
building was burnished and revived. The 
original pew end panels and doors (in 
numeric sequence), and artfully carved 
end walls were reused in the new design, 
and existing columns and ceiling trim 
once hidden by renovations became fo-
cal and repainted to their original colors. 
New bathrooms were tucked under the 
existing gallery. All existing memorials 
were preserved and relocated as needed, 
honoring all the dead. The pulpit, lec-
tern, and baptismal font were all re-

tained, but equipped with features to 
make them more accessible and flexible.

Craft. White oak was used through-
out. This is a locally prized tree to the 
point of being the state tree of Connecti-
cut, and is fully renewable. Quartersawn 
grain orientation means less cracking 
and movement. Sinuous curves and 
clear finish, with carved details, express 
its natural luster. 

Safety. Asbestos was removed from 
under the existing floor. Fire detection, 
alarm, and suppression systems were up-
dated and extended.

Use. Beyond opening the space, spe-
cial care was taken to ensure that the tools 
that enhanced flexibility were seamlessly 
incorporated into the structure, and yet 
also, readily available for use. The origi-
nal pew parts were united with Stations 
of the Cross plaques and new oak and 
HVAC grilles to create places set to and 
under the sills of the existing flanking 
windows of the Nave. New wiring inte-
grated outlets for future control of event 
lighting. Full Wi-Fi and streaming capa-
bilities were added, allowing the world 
to be part of every gathering.

These means and methods maintained 
the fabric of what made Christ Church a 
moving sacred space for so many people 
for so many years. Beyond embracing 
aesthetics and history, new ways of ad-
dressing the world, large and local, were 
incorporated. 

“The renovations have created a space 
for our cathedral to embody its vocation 
as a resource for all people,” Howell said. 
“Our collaboration with Hartford Stage, 
Capital Community College, iQuilt 
Partnership, and other groups across the 
Greater Hartford area will help to bring 
our community together as we seek the 
welfare of our beloved city, across the 
State of Connecticut, and beyond.” 

Classes, dinners, plays, lectures, ex-
hibits, small gatherings and large convo-
cations can now all be held alongside all 
the services and rituals that remain the 
central reality of the church’s life.

Douglas set the bar high in addressing 
the future of Christ Church Cathedral 
and the mission Howell leads: “If this 
cathedral is to have meaning in the 21st 
century, then it must reclaim the ancient 
calling of a cathedral as a place from 
which we go, go in the mission of God. 
Sent out to every town and place trav-
eling lightly, we too must go, go from 
this cathedral to every town and city in 
Connecticut and beyond to effect God’s 
healing and proclaim that the kingdom 
of God has come near.”

Christ Church Cathedral has been 
renovated as a civic resource, rather than 
restored as an icon. Instead of living in 
the past, its new structure equips its peo-
ple for an expanding mission, showing 
an increasingly secular society why faith 
has relevance in our time.   n

Duo Dickinson, FAIA, has helped more 
than 40 places of worship to create or rec-
reate their physical surroundings in his 40-
year career. This article was first published 
in The Living Church.
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An 1827 cathedral is reinvigorated for today

Photo/courtesy Christ Church Cathedral

A $2 million renovation expanded mission possibilities and community 
involvement at Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford, Conn.
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A t the fourth annual Border & 
Migration Ministry Summit, 
hosted by Episcopal Migration 
Ministries and the Diocese of 

West Texas, experts talked about how 
the already complex situation along the 
U.S.-Mexico border is changing by the 
day. Episcopalians involved in mission 
work along the border shared updates on 
how they’ve adapted their efforts to help 
migrants and refugees.

During the March 30-31 virtual 
conference, presenters talked about the 
causes of migration, the shifting demo-
graphics of migrants and the labyrinth of 
logistics involved in accompanying mi-
grants through their journeys. The con-
ference also included discussions about 
the theology of migration and perspec-
tives on how changing parts of the U.S. 
immigration enforcement system might 
benefit everyone involved.

The summit “was an inspiring re-
minder that there are dynamic migra-
tion ministries happening all around the 
country,” said Kendall Martin, senior 
communications manager for EMM.

“Episcopalians are serving asylum 
seekers at the border, running shelters 
and respite centers, sponsoring asylum 
seekers and newly arrived Afghans, fight-
ing the injustices of the immigrant de-

tention system, and advocating for the 
protection and rights of all migrants. 
The summit offered an invaluable op-
portunity for individuals engaged in 
migration ministries to share their work, 
lift up opportunities to get involved, and 
open the doors for collaboration.”

Experts on migration provided the 
context in which Episcopal ministry 
work is taking place, painting a picture 
of a desperate array of circumstances in 
Latin America and elsewhere colliding 
with an inadequate and inhumane sys-
tem in the U.S.

In the 1980s through the 2000s, un-
documented migrants attempting to 
cross the border were primarily single 
Mexican men seeking work, said Cris 
Ramón, a consultant working on im-
migration issues with the church’s Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Office of Govern-
ment Relations. Today, he said, “we have 
a far more complex and diverse flow.”

“What you’re seeing now is a truly 
hemispheric set of migration events that 
I think … are going to require a whole 
new set of immigration policies,” Ramón 
said.

Over the last five years, the numbers 
of families and unaccompanied minors 
attempting to cross the border have in-
creased dramatically, and since 2014, 
most are not originally from Mexico. In 
fiscal year 2021, the U.S. Border Patrol 
reported more than 1.6 million “en-
counters” with migrants along the U.S.-
Mexico border — instances in which mi-

grants were immediately expelled 
at the border or apprehended 
and detained in the U.S. This was 
by far the highest annual total on 
record, more than four times the 
number of the prior fiscal year.

Of those 1.6 million encoun-
ters, 36% involved families or 
unaccompanied minors, 63% 
involved non-Mexicans and 42% 
involved people from the North-
ern Triangle countries of Hondu-
ras, Guatemala and El Salvador.

The Northern Triangle is one 
of the most dangerous places on 
Earth, racked with gang violence, 
political instability and extreme 
poverty, all of which have been 

exacerbated by COVID-19 and climate 
change. And although their numbers 
remain small, migrants from Haiti and 
Cuba have increased sharply over the last 
three years as both countries face politi-
cal and economic strife.

Meanwhile, there is a record number 
of backlogged cases in U.S. immigration 
courts: 1.7 million as of February 2022, 
with an average wait time of nearly two 
and a half years.

Compounding the problem is the fact 
the “constant shifting legal landscape all 
along the border,” said Troy Elder, mis-
sioner for migration ministries in the 
Diocese of San Diego. “Immigration law 
and policy has the shelf life of milk.”

That was underscored by a major legal 
development that unfolded during the 
conference. Of the myriad immigration 
policies mentioned during the summit, 
the most discussed was Title 42, an order 
from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention issued under the Trump 
administration at the outset of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Citing the pandemic as a reason to 
prevent people from entering the U.S., 
Title 42 allows the government to expel 
migrants back to their home countries 
immediately upon apprehending them. 
This means they do not have a chance 
to request asylum — a legally protected 
process in which people who have en-

tered the U.S. can ask to stay because it 
is too dangerous in their home country. 
While documented people are no longer 
banned from entering the U.S. on public 
health grounds, the Biden administra-
tion has kept Title 42 in place, effectively 
blocking asylum-seekers.

On March 4, a federal judge 
ruled that the government could not 
continue expelling migrants without en-
suring they would not be sent to a place 
where they would face persecution. The 
Biden administration has been offering 
exemptions for unaccompanied children 
since January 2021.

On March 30, during the summit, 
news broke that the Biden administra-
tion planned to lift the Title 42 restric-
tions in May; the CDC officially an-
nounced on April 1 that the restrictions 
would end on May 23.

In the meantime, Episcopalians have 
continued to assist migrants and refugees 
at the border despite the restrictions. El-
der said two parishes in the Diocese of 
San Diego have been making monthly 
trips to Mexican border shelters to help 
asylum seekers with children or serious 
medical conditions — or those who 
would face a specific threat if returned 
to their home country — fill out exemp-
tion forms to present at the border.    n
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Andrea Rudnik and other volunteers with Team Brownsville meet with migrants at the 
U.S.-Mexico border in Brownsville, Texas. 

Photo/Lynette Wilson/ENS

Tent cities are seen at the foot of the three bridges 
on the Juárez side of the U.S.-Mexico border where 
Mexican nationals wait to claim asylum in the U.S.



16 EPISCOPAL JOURNAL    May 2022

Access your favorite  
Sparkhouse resources  
through a digital subscription

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Resources for birth to age 5 including: Frolic; Spark: 
Activate Faith (Age 2 to PreK); and Whirl (PreK) 

CHILDREN
Sunday school and summer resources: Spark:  
Activate Faith; Whirl; Holy Moly; Connect; 
Sparkhouse in the Summer 

YOUTH
Confirmation and youth ministry resources: 
Colaborate; Connect; Echo the Story; Here  
We Stand; Re:form; T.B.D.: Think. Believe. Do.

Newly published resources and exclusive extras are  
added regularly to each age level in Sparkhouse Digital. 
Popular Sparkhouse Digital exclusive extras include: 

 • Digital Activity Kits 
 • At the Movies youth  
  discussion guides
 • Christmas programs
 • Children’s messages

 • Bonus lessons
 • Posters
 • Advent and Lent extras
 • And more!

Sparkhouse Digital exclusive extras vary by age level. 
Extras listed above may not be available in each age level.

Learn more and sign up for a 30-day free trial at SparkhouseDigital.org

Sparkhouse Digital includes unlimited access to 
leader resources, videos, music, reproducibles, 
and exclusive extras within an age group. 

Student resources and Bibles purchased separately.

Digital Activity Kits and exclusive extras 
only found on Sparkhouse Digital!

https://sparkhousedigital.org/

