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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

M
ost Americans see Jesus as an important spiritual figure. 
More than 30% of Americans have decreased their partici-
pation in religious activities during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. And only one in 10 thinks those who attacked the 

U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, were associated with organized religion.
Those are some of the findings of a national study commissioned 

by the Episcopal Church and conducted by the polling firm Ipsos. The 
results of the “Jesus in America” study, released March 9, highlight the 
wide-ranging faith perspectives of a diverse cross section of Americans, 
including those who identify as nonreligious.

Episcopal leaders say the study points to both the popularity of 
Jesus’ teachings and the ways Christians are often perceived as failing 
to live up to those teachings.

“We are encouraged that the research shows Americans still find 
Jesus compelling, but we also see that the behavior of many of his 
followers is a problem, and it’s not just certain Christians: it’s all 
Christians,” Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said in a news release 
announcing the study.

“This is a wake-up call for us, and based on what we have learned, 
we are refocusing our efforts on being a church that looks and acts 
like Jesus and models its behavior on his teachings. In this process, we 
hope to ignite a revival of love that encourages all Americans to do a 
better job of loving their neighbors.”

To conduct the study, global market researcher Ipsos polled 3,119 

Americans, ages 18 and older, from Nov. 22 to Dec. 2 in English and 
Spanish, with a margin of error of 2%. The results will be used by 
Episcopal leaders to help plan for the post-pandemic church.

“The goal of the ‘Jesus in America’ research project was to identify the 
most compelling themes and narratives about Americans’ attitudes and 
perceptions of who Jesus is, his enduring importance and impact on so-
ciety, how the pandemic has shaped how people pursue and find spiritual 
and religious fulfillment, and how Christians are currently perceived by 
non-Christians,” Amanda Skofstad, the church’s public affairs officer, told 
Episcopal News Service in a written statement.
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A vibrant vision of salvation
“The Resurrection of Christ” by Giovanni della Robbia (1469-1529/30) 
shows a triumphant Christ victorious over death and sin amid a 
cornucopia of naturalistic plants, flowers, and animals. The huge glazed 
terracotta relief sculpture, 12 feet wide by 5.5 feet tall, was commissioned 
around 1520 by the Antinori family, Tuscan vintners since 1385. In 1898, 
it was the first Renaissance work to enter the collection of the Brooklyn 
Museum and in 2015, the Antinori family funded the work’s restoration. 

He is risen!
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopal churches in Europe and the 
United States expressed solidarity 
with and prayed for the people of 
Ukraine as Russian forces continued 

an invasion that has killed thousands of ci-
vilians and soldiers, devastated Ukrainian 
cities and threatened to topple the country’s 
freely elected government.

“The Episcopal Church has been in Eu-
rope for more than two hundred years,” 
Bishop Mark Edington of the Convoca-
tion of Episcopal Churches in Europe, said 
in a video message released Feb. 25. “Our 
churches have seen Europe’s wars unfold. 
They’ve lived and endured in the midst of the 
destruction and depravity that war brings.”

Edington recounted examples of Episco-
pal parishes maintaining ministries during 
wartime, from the Franco-Prussian War in 
1870 to the World Wars of the 20th century. 
An Episcopal church in Dresden, Germany, 
was destroyed by bombing during World 
War II, while the Cathedral of the Holy 

Trinity, commonly called the American Ca-
thedral, in Paris was used as a military chapel 
by occupying German forces.

“For a long time — almost 80 years — 
we have believed that the futility of war was 
enough to deter it. Today, with war unleashed 
in Ukraine, we have been proven wrong,” Ed-
ington said referring to the Feb. 24 Russian 
invasion of the former Soviet republic.

“Our faith teaches us that we must stand 
with the vulnerable and the oppressed. And 
at the same time, our faith teaches us that 
we are meant to be followers of the prince 

of peace, of the one who taught us that vio-
lence is always a compromise with evil. It is 
hard for us to reconcile those two teachings 
today, when innocent people are dying at the 
hands of a military onslaught.”

According to U.S. intelligence, Russian 
began positioning troops along the Ukrai-
nian border in December. Its invasion 
prompted the U.S. and its European allies 
to implement stiff new economic sanctions 
against Russia while unifying NATO oppo-
sition to Russian aggression.

Though Ukraine is not a NATO member 
nation, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has cited the prospect of the country some-
day joining the Western alliance as one of his 
top grievances.

Religious leaders and denominations 
around the world have condemned Russia’s 
march to war. On the eve of the invasion, 
The Episcopal Church’s Office of Govern-
ment Relations and the Quakers’ Friends 
Committee on National Legislation orga-
nized a vigil for peace.

“We pray for a just peace. … We pray that 

Episcopal leaders pray for Ukraine as Russian forces  
bring death, destruction to country

——  Due to U.S. Postal Service delays, Episcopal Journal subscribers may receive the newspaper later than usual.  ——

continued on page 6
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Participants in the virtual Faith Vigil for 
Peace in Ukraine included Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry.



2 EPISCOPAL JOURNAL    April 2022

By Diana Butler Bass

WHILE THE SECU-
LAR media tries to 
guess Vladimir Putin’s 
motives in Ukraine, 
one important aspect 
of the current situa-
tion has gone largely 

ignored: Religion.
In effect, the world is witnessing a 

new version of an old tale — the quest 
to recreate an imperial Christian state, 
a neo-medieval “Holy Roman Empire” 
— uniting political, economic, and 
spiritual power into an entity to control 
the earthly and heavenly destiny of Eu-
ropean peoples.

The dream gripping some quarters of 
the West is for a coalition to unify reli-
gious conservatives into a kind of supra-
national neo-Christendom.

The theory is to create a partnership 
between American evangelicals, tradi-
tionalist Catholics in western countries, 
and Orthodox peoples under the auspic-
es of the Russian Orthodox Church in a 
common front against three enemies — 
decadent secularism, a rising China, and 
Islam — for a glorious rebirth of moral 
purity and Christian culture.

In the United States, Trumpist-reli-
gion is most often framed as “Christian 
nationalism.” It is, indeed, that. But it is 
also more — it is the American partner 
of this larger quest for Christian interna-
tionalism. 

No one has articulated this more 
clearly than Steve Bannon, who, despite 
his legal troubles, remains a significant 
force as a kind of philosophical apostle 
in right-wing Christian circles for a neo-
Christendom.

There have been a few bumps on the 
way to this Humpty-Dumpty hope of 
reassembling a Christian Roman Em-

pire, however.
Interestingly enough (and I’ll leave 

this to future historians to sort out), 
American evangelicals bought into this 
neo-medieval project wholesale, having 
been prepared for far-right nationalism 
by their fondness for racial and gender 
hierarchies.

The most democratic form of Protes-
tantism will evidently sell its 
soul to keep black people and 
women in their “place.”

The hardest partner to re-
cruit to neo-Christendom has 
been the Catholic Church. The 
election of Pope Francis in 2013 
proved a major stumbling block 
for the emergence of a right-
wing global political order. 

The new Pope eschewed 
all such schemes in favor of 
opening up the church to the 
poor, outcasts, and the mar-
ginalized with a social vision 
that questions capitalism and 
the destruction of the Earth. Neo-me-
dieval Catholics — often referred to as 
“trad Caths” — haven’t taken this well 
and have mounted a decade of resistance 
to Francis that may well culminate in 
something like the Avignon schism of 
the fourteenth century. So far, however, 
Pope Francis remains in charge.

Until recently, it appeared that Putin 
had successfully co-opted Orthodoxy 
into this globalist triumvirate, making 
for a surprising love fest between Ameri-
can evangelicals and the Russian strong-
man.

Witness the praise for Putin from for-
mer Secretary of State and stalwart evan-
gelical Mike Pompeo. Outside observers 
might think Putin was firmly in control 
of the future of Orthodoxy vis-a-vis neo-
Christendom.

Except he wasn’t. The Ukrainian Or-

thodox had other ideas.
And that’s a real problem. Because 

when it comes to Russian Orthodoxy, 
Kyiv is essentially Jerusalem.

More than a thousand years ago, in the 
980s, the pagan Prince Vladimir of Kyiv 
consolidated the Rus people of modern-
day Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine into a 
single realm.

When his emissaries reported back to 
him on the glories of Christian Constan-
tinople, Vladimir converted to their reli-
gion, brought his people into the Byzan-
tine church through a mass baptism, and 
married a Christian imperial princess.

Under his rule, Kyiv became a pros-
perous and peaceful city at the heart of 
a new Christian empire, with churches, 
courts, monasteries, and schools, as well 
as civic programs to care for the poor. 

Known as Vladimir the Great, he was 
eventually canonized as St. Vladimir and 
his memory is celebrated by Eastern Or-
thodox Christians, Catholics, Anglicans, 
and some Lutherans.

In the 1200s, however, Kyiv suffered a 
number of assaults from rival Rus princ-
es and Mongol invaders. 

Many Rus people moved north and 
east to the newer cities of Vladimir and 

Moscow where, under the Czars, the 
Russian church eventually grew to be one 
of the richest, most powerful churches in 
the Orthodox world.

With the shift, an Orthodox tradition 
founded under the auspices of Constanti-
nople became a church under the author-
ity of a patriarch in Moscow.

This has created tension between 
Ukraine and Russia for cen-
turies, in some ways brought 
to a head in the Soviet period, 
with rival forms of Ortho-
doxy either choosing to resist 
Communism or cooperate 
with Moscow. When the So-
viet Union collapsed, Ukraine 
had several different Orthodox 
churches, only one of which 
was in close relationship to 
Moscow.

In 2018, two of those 
Ukrainian churches and some 
of the Moscow-leaning Ortho-
dox parishes joined in a union 

and created a newly unified Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine, a fully independent 
national ecclesial body under no control 
from Moscow, with its head in the an-
cient seat of Orthodoxy in Kyiv.

Putin and the Moscow Russian Or-
thodox church authorities protested. 
They’ve been claiming the 1,000 years 
of Kyiv Christianity as its own — basi-
cally appropriating Ukraine’s church his-
tory — to the point of erecting a gigantic 
(and controversial) statue of St. Vladimir 
outside of the Kremlin.

Putin wants the weight of tradition on 
his side, and St. Vladimir validates both 
his religious and political aspirations.

There should be no doubt that Putin 
sees himself as a kind of Vladimir the 
Great II, a candidate for sainthood who is 
restoring the soul of Holy Mother Russia. 

      FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
THIS IS A HARD EASTER. 

Holy Week 2022 sees, once 
again in the world, the vicious 
brutality of war. The journey 
from Palm Sunday through the 
Crucifixion to the Resurrection 
takes place against the terrible 

Russian aggression in the nation of Ukraine.   
Since February 24, Ukraine and its valiant 

people have endured a type of crucifixion on a 
cross of imperialism and oppression.

We in the West see these extremely distressing 
images on our televisions and social media — the 
bodies lying in the street, the wounded in hos-
pitals, the destruction of apartment complexes 
and schools, the pain in the eyes of the women, 
children and elderly forced to flee their homes to 
possible safety in another country. 

Ukrainian president Volodomyr Zelenskyy has 
right been praised for his heroic leadership in a 
physical and existential crisis not of his making, 
but surely he had a moment in his own particular 
Garden of Gethsemane where he asked, “let this 
cup pass from me.”

Easter, like Christmas, gains a special reso-

nance in wartime. 
A Paramount newsreel from World War II 

shows people decorating Easter eggs with Hit-
ler’s image, so they could crush it along with 
the shells. The date of the film is 1941 and war 
is already tearing apart the world, although the 
United States is not yet in it. 

In this time, how can the joy and hope of Eas-
ter penetrate a country fighting for its life and 
soul, where terror and death rain on innocents 
every day?

This is being written in late March, but even if 
the guns are silent by Easter Sunday on April 17, 
what will resurrection look like for the people of 
Ukraine? 

As he rallies his people with daily video mes-
sages, Zelenskyy already talks of rebuilding, tell-
ing his people of his plans and conversations with 
such entities as the World Bank. He is delivering 
a strong dose of hope, with an underlying mes-
sage — have faith. 

Yet these are the times when having faith — 
that trusting step into the unknown — is hard. 
Perhaps all we can do is say that there will be an 
Easter and pray it will be a world at peace.   n  
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St. Vladimir’s Cathedral in Kyiv serves as the mother cathedral of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
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      CONVERSATIONS  

By Nina Nicholson 
Diocese of Newark

A few days 
after Rus-
sian forces 
i n v a d e d 

Ukraine, Lyubov 
Ferara, a Ukrainian-
born parishioner 
of St. Elizabeth’s 
Church in Ridge-
wood, N.J., swung 
into action.

Ferara’s mother 
and the rest of her 
extended family live 
in a small town in western Ukraine.

“I couldn’t stay still and do nothing,” 
she said. She called people and organi-
zations she knew in the local Ukrainian 
community, including the Ukrainian 
Orthodox church in Clifton, Holy As-
cension Cathedral.

“They said, ‘We are collecting hu-
manitarian aid and here’s the list if 
you would like to collect or bring any-
thing.’”

The Rev. Andy Olivo, rector of St. 
Elizabeth’s, offered his church as a drop-
off point for donations, and it began 
collecting items on Ash Wednesday.

“At 10 o’clock, when the parish of-
fice opened, we had folks waiting out-

side the doors,” said 
Olivo. “Eevery day 
the hallway outside 
our offices was just 
overflowing with 
donations.”

The Ukrainian 
cathedral is working 
with companies that 
specialize in ship-
ping between the 
U.S. and Central 
and Eastern Europe, 
in order to get the 
shipments through 
Poland into western 
Ukraine.

In fact, the collection of medical 
supplies, baby supplies and other goods 
was so overwhelming that on March 7, 
Holy Ascension stopped accepting do-
nations of goods as they caught up with 
the donations they’ve already received.

Instead, those wishing to help Ukrai-
nians are encouraged to make mon-
etary donations to a relief organization. 
“No amount is too small,” said Ferara, 
who said her 10-year-old son brought 
out his piggy bank and dumped the 
contents on the table. Asked what he 
was doing, he replied, “I want to collect 
everything and donate it to cover the 
cost of shipping so these kids can get 
their clothes as soon as they can.”   n

New Jersey church sends relief to Ukraine

COMING UP
 O Barco…Outro Mar: Celebrating Latinx and Hispanic Communities  
April 26–28 An opportunity for people of the Latinx and Hispanic  
communities to come together for guided prayer, rest, reflection, 
walks, the sharing of stories, and contemplation using poetry  
and scripture.

 Memorial Day Weekend Rest and Renewal Retreat  
May 27–30 “Come away and rest awhile,” Jesus said  
to his disciples when they were exhausted and  
overwhelmed by the pace of work and ministry. This 
weekend offers a lightly structured time to retreat  
from daily obligations.

 Wade in the Water: Celebrating Blackness 
June 14–16 An opportunity for people from across 
the African diaspora to come together for prayer, rest, 
walks, and the sharing of stories.

 God in Plain Sight: Icon-Painting Retreat with Kelly  
Latimore | June 17–19 Study with Kelly Latimore, celebrated 
artist of contemporary religious icons, whose prophetic works 
focusing on social and climate justice have been carried at Black 
Lives Matter protests and highlighted by Pope Francis and other  
religious leaders.

We offer in-person 
retreats for individuals, 

families, and groups; 
monthly free online 
retreats; and weekly 
streamed services. 

Trinity Retreat Center is an Episcopal mission of Trinity Church Wall Street. It is a place apart 
for rest, quiet, prayer, discovery, connection, and reflection. Nestled amid the forests, rivers, 
and farmland of West Cornwall, Connecticut, our retreat center offers gracious, authentic 
hospitality—where you can slow down, enjoy farm-to-table meals, discern direction for your life, 
and go home ready to make an even greater impact on the world.

LEARN MORE AND BOOK YOUR RETREAT TODAY AT TRINITYWALLSTREET.ORG/RETREATS

Photo/courtesy of Lyubov Ferara

Lyubov Ferara stands next to donations 
for Ukraine.

The Ukrainians, on the other hand, would 
like to remind the Russians that they were 
the birthplace of both Orthodoxy and po-
litical unity in Eastern Europe.

Further infuriating Putin is the 
fact that the Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople recognized the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine as an 
independent body. While this fight 
between Moscow and Kyiv is internally 
significant for Russians and Ukrainians 
historically, it also has larger global 
ramifications for the future.

Katherine Kelaidis at Religion Dis-
patches explained:

“On one side of the conflict is the Ec-
umenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
the culturally and linguistically Greek 
cleric, who has historically claimed lead-
ership of Orthodoxy. For the better part 
of a century, the Patriarch of Constanti-
nople has moved toward the West and 
arguably many of its values. 

“Today’s incumbent on the Apostolic 
Throne of St. Andrew speaks the lan-
guage of human rights, religious free-
dom, and trust in science. This position 
arises in no small part from the Patri-
archate’s own precarious role as a repre-
sentative of minority religion in Turkey. 

“At the same time, the Patriarch of 
Moscow, having reclaimed much of his 
post’s former political influence in a 
post-Soviet Russia, has taken to spear-
heading not only the traditionalist Or-

thodox cause, but acting as support and 
symbol to religious conservatives around 
the world.” 

The conflict in Ukraine is all about 
religion and what kind of Orthodoxy 
will shape Eastern Europe and other Or-
thodox communities around the world 
(especially in Africa). Religion. This is a 
crusade, recapturing the Holy Land of 
Russian Orthodoxy, and defeating the 
westernized (and decadent) heretics who 
do not bend the knee to Moscow’s spiri-
tual authority.

If you don’t get that, you don’t get it. 
Who is going to control the geographical 
home, the “Jerusalem,” of the Russian 
church? Moscow? Or Constantinople? 
And what does claiming that territory 
mean for Orthodoxy around the world? 
Will global Orthodoxy lean toward a 
more pluralistic and open future, or will 
it be part of the authoritarian neo-Chris-
tendom triumvirate?

We don’t know how this is going to 
unfold. But — here’s the key point — 
economic sanctions are unlikely to work 
if you believe your side is divinely sanc-
tioned. That’s what Putin thinks he’s got: 
the approval of God.

You just know he wants to celebrate 
Easter — this one or next — in Kyiv.   n

Diana Butler Bass is an American 
historian of Christianity and an advocate 
for progressive Christianity. This article 
was first published at The Cottage (www.
dianabutlerbass.com).

KYIV continued from page 2
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A 
county court has affirmed that 
a North Texas Episcopal con-
gregation is entitled to a large 
bequest from a former parish-

ioner, rejecting the claim to the money 
made by a breakaway congregation that 
is aligned with the Anglican Church in 
North America, or ACNA.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Hill-
sboro received more than $1.3 million 
from the estate of Hendley McDonald 
after he died in 2017.

ACNA officials laid claim to the be-
quest, arguing the money rightfully be-
longed to the breakaway Anglican con-
gregation, which still calls itself St. Mary’s.

Until that dispute could be resolved, 
the two sides agreed to keep the money 
in a joint bank account, where its value 
has grown to about $2 million, accord-
ing to David Skelton, senior warden of 
the Episcopal congregation.

McDonald filed his will in Waco, 
where he had been a longtime resident, 
mandating the dispute over the bequest 
be referred to Waco’s probate court.

On Feb. 16, a McLennan County 
judge signed an order saying the terms 
of the will “are unambiguous with regard 
to the identity of the beneficiary,” which 
the judge ruled was the Episcopal con-
gregation. 

That congregation should be “the 
only owner and signatory on the invest-
ment count,” the court said.

The congregation’s victory comes a 
year after the Fort Worth-based Episco-

pal diocese lost its 12-year legal battle 
to wrest property back from the group 
that left the Episcopal Church in 2008 
to align with ACNA.

In February 2021, the U.S. Supreme 
Court said it would not hear a final 
Episcopal appeal, letting stand a Texas 
Supreme Court ruling that endorsed 
ACNA’s claim to diocesan property 
worth more than $100 million.

ACNA also retained the Diocese of 
Fort Worth name. The Episcopal diocese 
has since renamed itself the Episcopal 
Church in North Texas.

The Hillsboro congregations’ liti-
gation over the McDonald bequest is 
separate from the broader property case 
that the Episcopal diocese lost last year, 
though ACNA argues that similar legal 
principles should apply.

“We are quite naturally disappoint-
ed with the ruling by the McLennan 
County Court,” David Weaver, an attor-
ney representing ACNA, told Episcopal 
News Service by email. “We believe the 
court’s ruling is contrary to the previous 
rulings” in the diocesan case.

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, though 
confident it will prevail, is avoiding any 
premature celebrations, Skelton, the se-
nior warden, told ENS by phone. “Hav-
ing won one battle doesn’t necessarily 
mean that we’re through with this,” he 
said. “Our excitement, our delight, our 
optimism is muted by past experience.”

His congregation will leave the be-

quest untouched while ACNA appeals 
the probate court ruling.

The St. Mary’s congregation had 
split nearly in half in the 2008 diocesan 
schism. The dozen or so members who 
remained Episcopalians were allowed to 
continue worshipping in the church un-
der an agreement with ACNA leaders.

After the Supreme Court declined to 
intervene last year, the Episcopalians de-
cided to look for a new place and have 
been worshipping in a former bank 
drive-thru building since June 2021.

Skelton spent $100,000 of his own 
money to purchase a vacant 2-acre plot 
where his congregation would like to build 
a new church, with the assumption that St. 
Mary’s will reimburse him if and when the 
money from the bequest is released.

In the meantime, services in the for-
mer bank building have been drawing 
about 20 worshippers each Sunday.   n

      AROUND THE CHURCH

By ENS Staff

T
he Rev. Louis Weil, a liturgical 
scholar and seminary profes-
sor who was a signifi-
cant contributor to 

the 1979 Book of Common 
Prayer, died March 9 in Oak-
land, Calif. He was 86.

Weil was born in Houston 
in 1935 and raised in New Or-
leans. Born to a Jewish father 
and a non-religious mother, 
Weil became an Episcopalian 
while attending Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas and considered 
himself “a Jew and a Christian.”

Weil earned a master’s degree in 
musicology from Harvard University 
and attended seminary at General 
Theological Seminary, after which he 
spent 10 years serving small churches 
in the Diocese of Puerto Rico. He also 
taught at the since-closed Episcopal 
Seminary of the Caribbean in Caro-
lina, Puerto Rico.

Weil earned a doctorate in sacred 
theology from the Catholic University 

of Paris and returned to the U.S. in 
1971 to teach liturgics at Nashotah 
House in Wisconsin, where he 
remained until joining the faculty of 

Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific in 1988. There, 
he served as Hodges-Haynes 
Professor of Liturgics until 
2009.

Among his many students 
were several future bishops. 
Bishop Wayne Smith, bishop 
provisional of Southern Ohio, 
recalled Weil as “the best 

teacher I ever had.”
Weil served four terms on the 

Standing Commission on Liturgy and 
Music. A prolific author, he was one 
of the primary architects of the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer, an experi-
ence he recalled in his 2013 book “Li-
turgical Sense.”

“I find myself constantly in awe and 
thankfulness for my journey,” Weil 
said in an interview with Crossings, 
CDSP’s magazine, in 2017. “By the 
grace of God, I’ve had doors opened I 
never dreamed of.”   n

OBITUARY
Rev. Louis Weil, renowned liturgist  

and seminary professor

Weil

North Texas congregation wins in court its claim to large bequest

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T
exas Bishop Andrew Doyle and 
the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings, 
House of Deputies president, 
are among the Episcopal leaders 

condemning Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
attempt to classify transgender medical 
treatments as child abuse and investigate 
them as such.

Doyle advised Episcopal clergy and 
school staff not to comply with Ab-
bott’s directive targeting transgender 
adolescents. “The gov’s statement has no 
force of law. ALL people are welcome 
in churches of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Texas without fear — we offer only 
love,” the bishop said on Twitter.

On Feb. 24, Jennings said in a letter 
to the House of Deputies that Abbott’s 
“reprehensible statement” on transgen-
der adolescents “puts some of the most 
vulnerable children in our society, and 
their families, in grave danger.”

“Denying the full humanity of trans-
gender people, putting beloved chil-
dren of God at risk, and threatening to 
separate loving families is cruel and an-
tithetical to the way of Jesus,” Jennings 
said. “We must do all we can to protect 
the children whom Governor Abbott 
has targeted to advance his own politi-
cal standing and, more broadly, to stop 
the wave of anti-transgender legislation 
sweeping across the United States.”

Abbott issued a letter on Feb. 22 citing 
a legal opinion by Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton that certain medical treat-
ments for transgender minors, such as 
puberty blockers, hormone therapy and 
transition surgery, constitute child abuse.

In response, Abbott’s letter to the 
Department of Family and Protective 
Services directed the state agency to 
“conduct a prompt and thorough in-
vestigation of any reported instances of 
these abusive procedures.”

He added that the state’s reporting re-
quirements apply to “all licensed profes-
sionals who have direct contact with chil-
dren who may be subject to such abuse.”

The order has drawn nationwide con-
demnation this week from LGBTQ+ 
rights groups and supporters. They warn 
that such policies effectively criminalize 
transgender youths and their families 
and increase their risk of depression and 
suicide.

The district attorneys of Texas’ five 
most populous counties have publicly 
rejected Abbott’s and Paxton’s claims of 
child abuse.

Doyle communicated directly to di-
ocesan clergy in response to Abbott’s 
order, according to a diocesan spokes-
woman. He also affirmed on Twitter 
that no one in the diocese’s churches or 
schools is required to report transgender 
children.

“Regardless of enforceability, Abbott 
and Paxton’s actions against trans youth 
politicizes people’s lives for gain,” Doyle 
tweeted. “Turning caregivers and teach-
ers into reporters is a fear tactic reminis-
cent of historic demonization and witch 
hunts. All people are worthy of love and 
belonging.”

Abbott’s latest actions come amid 

Episcopal leaders condemn Texas governor’s 
labeling of transgender medical treatments

Photo/David Skelton

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Hillsboro, Texas, has worshiped in a former bank drive-
thru building since June 2021. 

‘ Abbott and 
Paxton’s 
actions 
against trans youth 
politicizes people’s 
lives for gain.’— Bishop Andrew Doyle

continued on page 5
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      AROUND THE CHURCH

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A panel of several prominent Black 
leaders in the Episcopal Church 
discussed the state of the church’s 
racial reconciliation efforts and 

its justice and equity advocacy during an 
hourlong Church Pension Group webi-
nar held on Feb. 28, the last day of Black 
History Month.

Nearly 500 people 
attended the session live 
on Zoom, and it now 
is available as a video 
on demand on CPG’s 
Facebook page and on 
YouTube.

The panelists fre-
quently cited Becoming 
Beloved Community, 
the church’s cornerstone 
initiative for encouraging dioceses and 
congregations to take up the work of ra-
cial healing. It is named for the concept of 
Beloved Community that was popularized 
by Martin Luther King Jr. to represent a 
society lifted up in racial harmony.

“We do want to get there, but the reali-
ty is we’re not there yet,” said Dean Sandye 
Wilson of the Cathedral Church of All 
Saints in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and a Church Pension Fund trustee. “We 
have the contours of what Beloved Com-
munity is, but we have not yet arrived.”

The Episcopal Church, with a mem-
bership estimated to be 90% white, has 
spent decades promoting the work of 
dismantling racist structures within the 
church and in society, however, many 
Black Episcopalians and people of color 
say it has yet to fully welcome them as 
equals and to listen openly to their ex-
periences. A 2021 report from a racial 
audit of the church’s leadership further 
illustrated the ways the church’s racial in-

clusion efforts have fallen short.
CPG’s People of African Descent Af-

finity Group hosted the Feb. 28 webinar. 
CPG has organized listening sessions 
with groups that have been marginalized 
by the church to help inform its canoni-
cally defined role as the church’s finan-
cial services agency, said Patricia Favreau, 
CPG’s executive vice president and chief 
communications officer.

Favreau added that 
CPG seeks, through the 
data it collects, to help 
the church deepen its un-
derstanding of race and 
racism in the church’s 
institutional culture. 
Newly collected data on 
clergy demographics, she 
said, will be ready in time 
for the 80th General 
Convention in July.

“We are monitoring and measuring 
where we are, to help the church under-
stand its structure and to understand our 
own truth,” Favreau said.

Wilson and Favreau were joined on 
the panel by Byron Rushing, House of 
Deputies vice president, Bishop Nathan 
Baxter, retired bishop of Central Penn-
sylvania, and the Rev. Glenna Huber, 
rector of Church of the Epiphany in 
Washington, D.C.

Several panelists praised Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, the church’s first 
Black presiding bishop, for underscoring 
the importance of the racial reconcilia-
tion work.

“We are lucky to have the presiding 
bishop that we have,” Rushing said. “And 
we have to also understand that what he 
is asking us to do, what he’s challenging 
us to do, might not happen.” He and 
other panelists considered whether the 
church’s heightened emphasis on elimi-
nating racism will extend beyond Curry’s 

tenure, which ends in 2024.
“We don’t know the answer to that 

question, until we get the people of the 
church to fully engage in this work,” 
Rushing said. “We are part of a denomi-
nation that, for most of its history, did 
not do this.”

The panelists expressed optimism at 
the willingness of the church, and par-
ticularly white Episcopalians, to take up 
these difficult conversations about the 
legacy of slavery and segregation in the 
United States and the ways racism re-
mains embedded in religious and secular 
institutions. Such issues moved to the 
forefront of public discourse after the 
killing of George Floyd in May 2020.

“This is a conversation that must be 
had,” Favreau said. “The people of the 
church are hungry for this now.”

Huber agreed that these conversations 
in the church must continue, whoever is 
elected presiding bishop to succeed Cur-
ry. “It may not look the same on a macro 
level, but we will continue on the micro 
level doing this work, creating pathways 
for others, so that we can move closer to 
being Beloved Community.”

Much of the Episcopal Church’s racial 

justice work today stems from commit-
ments first made in 1991 at the 70th 
General Convention in Phoenix. Addi-
tionally, the church has taken deliberate 
steps over the past 16 years to confront 
its own historic complicity in slavery, 
segregation and other racist systems.

In 2017, the church launched Be-
coming Beloved Community, a frame-
work and series of resources broken 
into four parts: telling the truth about 
our churches and race, proclaiming the 
dream of Beloved Community, practic-
ing the way of love in the pattern of Jesus 
and repairing the breach in society.

Since then, church leaders have pro-
moted Becoming Beloved Community 
to all corners of the church while award-
ing grants to support local ministries 
aimed at dismantling racist systems and 
bridging racial divides.

“It has given structured ways at the 
local level as well as at the diocesan level 
to learn to be in respectful conversation, 
ways in which we listen to each other,” 
Baxter said. “It does not have to be per-
fect, in the sense that we all understand 
everything about one another’s story, but 
that we enter in with an openness.”   n

Black leaders assess church’s efforts to battle racism 

broader push by Republican elected of-
ficials to pass anti-transgender legislation 
nationwide.

Since 2021, at least 21 state legislatures, 
including Texas, have introduced bills 
seeking to deny treatments that help trans-
gender minors align their bodies with their 
gender identities, according to the Wil-
liams Institute at the University of Califor-
nia Los Angeles. Most of the bills propose 
criminalizing gender-affirming care.

About 150,000 individuals ages 13 to 
17 identify as transgender in the United 
States, according to a brief prepared by 
the American Medical Association. Many 
of them suffer from gender dysphoria, 
defined by the American Psychiatric As-
sociation as a “conflict between a person’s 
physical or assigned gender and the gen-
der with which he/she/they identify.”

“Every major medical association in 
the United States recognizes the medi-
cal necessity of transition-related care for 
improving the physical and mental health 
of transgender people and has called for 
health insurance coverage for treatment 

of gender dysphoria,” the AMA said.
In her letter, Jennings noted that 

General Convention first expressed its 
support for legal protections for gay and 
lesbian citizens in 1976, and it extended 
its opposition to discrimination based 
on gender identity in a 2009 resolution.

Executive Council also devoted one 
of its plenary sessions at its most recent 
meeting, in January, to listening to sev-
eral transgender clergy members share 
their stories of struggling for acceptance 
within the church.

The group TransEpiscopal thanked 
Jennings and Doyle for speaking out. In 
a post on its website, the group said its 
members were appalled by Abbott’s ac-
tions in Texas.

Abbott’s letter “not only heaps further 
stigma upon trans youth and their fami-
lies, but also raises the specter of commu-
nity surveillance,” TransEpiscopal said. 
“This threat of splitting trans people and 
our families off from a wider sense of safety 
in community — or, worse, of separating 
trans youth from their supportive families 
— is precisely the opposite of what our 
families and communities need.”   n

TRANSGENDER continued from page 4

B
ishops of the Episcopal 
Church gathered for their 
spring retreat March 15-21 
at Camp Allen in Navasota, 

Texas. It was the first in-person 
assembly since September 2019, due 
to COVID-19 concerns. The focus 
was on themes of hunger, honesty, 
humility, hopefulness, and hospitality, 
reflecting the evolving pandemic.

Given the retreat format, the 
bishops spent time in fellowship, study, 
prayer, and sabbath. They planned 
to welcome guest speakers the Rev. 

Cynthia Bourgeault, a retreat leader, 
and Irish poet and theologian Pádraig 
Ó Tuama. Additionally, the bishops 
were set to prepare for the General 
Convention and Lambeth Conference 
— both taking place this summer. 

The House of Bishops comprises all 
active and retired bishops — nearly 300 
members — with the presiding bishop 
serving as president. The church’s gov-
erning body, the General Convention, 
is composed of the House of Bishops 
and the House of Deputies.

— Episcopal Public Affairs Office

Bishops gather for spring retreat

https://www.spst.edu/
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the lives of innocents and the lives of any 
human child of God will be spared,” Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry said during 
the online event.

The church also decided to sell off its 
Russian investments.

“The Episcopal Church Investment 
Committee met last week, opening with 
prayer for peace hours before the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine. In keeping 
with the Episcopal Church’s firm stand 
against this continued and escalating 
aggression, our investment managers 
sold the church’s Russian stocks, which 
constituted a negligible portion of over-
all investment assets,” Kurt Barnes, the 
church’s treasurer and chief financial of-
ficer, said in a written statement.

The Convocation of Episcopal 
Churches in Europe counts 21 con-
gregations in six countries, including a 
mission in the former Soviet republic of 

Georgia. Most of the congregations are 
in Belgium, France, Germany and Italy.

“Our prayers feel insufficient to de-
fend those cowering in fear and exposed 
to bullets and bombs. But we know that 
the place where war lives is in the human 
heart,” Edington said in his video message.

“As we begin our season of Lent, we 
are called to give up our easy compla-
cency about the durability of peace. We 
are called to consider again the remind-
ers in our midst of war’s relentless cost to 
human life and God’s hope. And we are 
called to pray, and speak, and to labor 
for the truth that Christ has called us to 
transform this broken world through the 
hard work of love.”

Bishops across the Episcopal Church 
have joined Edington in condemning 
Russia’s invasion while praying for the 
people of Ukraine.

“Please include in your intercessions 
and special prayers for the people of 
Ukraine, President Biden, all our elected 

officials and all Americans in the military,” 
Dallas Bishop George Sumner said in a 
message shared on Facebook. “Pray for 
our allies with whom we stand, for Rus-
sians willing to speak out, that the conflict 
not be widened, for an end to Russian ag-
gression, and the restoration of peace.”

Michigan Bishop Bonnie Perry issued 
a video message, “The Pain of Ukraine.”

“People of faith, watching and feeling 
the political tectonic plates of our world 
shift and collide. How do we stand? 
Where is our sure footing? What are we 
called to do? Pray my friends,” Perry said. 
“Pray in a way you never have before. Pray 
with the passion and responsibility of the 
people who are being called to heal.”

Florida Bishop John Howard, in an 
email to his diocese, also called for Epis-
copalians to pray in response to “the un-
lawful, unprovoked and brutal invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia.”

“Join me in prayer that the Ukrai-
nian war might conclude swiftly and 

with justice, that the innocent might be 
shielded from harm and that national-
istic aggression, abusive power and self-
justifying violence might cease,” Howard 
said. “Pray, too, for the whole Christian 
Church in Ukraine and especially for the 
small Anglican congregation of Christ 
Church in Kyiv.”

The Russian attack is creating a hu-
manitarian crisis, as more than a half mil-
lion Ukrainians have fled their country 
as refugees. Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment is working with Anglican agencies 
and other partners to assist them.

“Ecumenical and orthodox faith net-
works are on the ground in the border ar-
eas of Poland and Hungary,” Abagail Nel-
son, Episcopal Relief & Development’s 
executive vice president, said in a news 
release. “We will continue to coordinate 
with these networks, in order to meet the 
needs of people who have been displaced.”

Donations can be made to the agen-
cy’s Ukraine Crisis Response Fund.   n

UKRAINE continued from page 1

World Council of Churches

H
osting refugees, providing food, 
helping in hospitals, and ring-
ing church bells as a warning 
when shelling starts — these 

are some of the many ways churches are 
responding in Ukraine and bordering 
countries as the war continues.

More than two million 
people have poured out of 
Ukraine and estimates from 
relief groups show that 18 mil-
lion people — a third of the 
country’s population — will 
need humanitarian assistance.

The Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Moscow Patri-
archate reports that it is help-
ing all those in need — the 
military, hospitals, and refu-
gees all over Ukraine.

Monasteries are providing 
humanitarian aid to refugees, 
internally displaced persons 
and all those affected by the 
war. Refugee reception points 
have also been organized at 
churches through joint efforts 
of the clergy and volunteers. 
Some provide 24-hour aid, giving out 
warm clothes, mats, sleeping bags, water 
and medicines.

Queues and checkpoints at the bor-
ders of Ukraine are overflowing with 
refugees, with 10-kilometer lines formed 
at some points.

“We are trying to help everyone,” re-
ported one parish in Lviv, as packages of 
food were taken to a center for refugees, 
which was operating at the Arena Lviv 
stadium. There, churches are working 
with the Department of Social Protec-
tion of the Lviv City Council.

“The clergy and all the employees of 
our churches are making every effort to 
help all those who need it,” the Volody-
myr-Volyn Diocese of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patri-
archate reported.

Many retired doctors among parish-
ioners also are pitching in to help.

Ukrainian Orthodox churches are 
also providing basements as shelters from 
shelling and bombing, with churches 
helping to sound the alarm of impend-
ing attacks by ringing their bells.

Fr. Mykolay Danylevych, deputy 
chairman of the Department for Exter-
nal Church Relations of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate, has reported that priests are 
also accompanying many with prayer. 
““Priests pray, comfort and reassure peo-
ple, and provide spiritual and even psy-
chological help,” he said.

Needs are growing
There is an urgent need for humani-

tarian support in Ukraine and in the 
countries to which many refugees are 
fleeing — Poland, Hungary, Moldova, 
Romania, as well as Belarus and Russia.

Episcopal Relief & Development 
announced it is supporting Action by 

Churches Together (ACT Alliance) as 
it provides critical assistance to support 
people affected by violence in Ukraine.

Working through ACT member 
Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) and 
other local organizations, ACT Alliance 
is providing emergency assistance such 
as food, shelter, water and basic supplies 
to refugees and people displaced within 

Ukraine, ER&D said.
ACT Alliance church mem-

bers are organizing fundrais-
ing; collecting clothes, food 
and hygiene items; and or-
ganizing accommodation for 
refugees. The organization is-
sued an alert and is supporting 
national members through its 
Rapid Response Fund, while 
an appeal for multi-country 
support will assist in scaling 
up the response in Ukraine 
and neighboring countries.

Catholic Relief Service 
(CRS) and Caritas partners 
are providing immediate sup-
port to meet ongoing needs as 
the situation intensifies.

“CRS and partners on the 
ground are preparing across 

Ukraine and in bordering countries, ready 
to provide safe shelter, hot meals, hygiene 
supplies, transport to safe areas, counsel-
ing support and more,” reported CRS.

The Red Cross is providing lifesaving 
aid to those in need — both in Ukraine 
and in neighboring areas.

“Many of the people affected were al-
ready vulnerable before the conflict and 
now face an even harsher situation as they 
are losing their homes and their liveli-
hoods, being forced to seek shelter wher-
ever they can or fleeing their country in 
search of safety. They urgently need food, 
water and shelter, but also emergency 
medical care, protective measures and psy-
chosocial support to avert an even greater 
humanitarian catastrophe,” said Birgitte 

Bischoff Ebbesen, International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent Soci-
eties regional director for Europe.

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America, announced a major fundrais-
ing effort to help those most affected. El-
pidophoros also announced the creation 
of the Ukrainian Relief Effort, which was 
established in collaboration with Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian Charities.

Hungarian Interchurch Aid set up a 
24-hour refugee support point on the 
Ukrainian side of the border at Bereg-
surány. The line of refugees trying to 
cross into Hungary at that crossing was 
miles long, according to reports.

A support point was set up at Asztély, 
near the border crossing, in a heated pa-
vilion, which will be supplemented with 
additional tents and mobile toilets in the 
coming days.

The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) launched a call for donations 
to support the churches and people of 
Ukraine, who are fleeing their homes 
and seeking shelter, basic necessities such 
as food and water.

LWF general secretary Rev. Anne 
Burghardt said this support “is vital for 
people desperately seeking shelter from 
the gunfire and bombing. Every dona-
tion counts.”

Bishop Christian Alsted, who serves 
in the United Methodist Central Con-
ference that consists of Nordic, Baltic 
and Eurasian countries, including Russia 
and Ukraine, offered a pastoral word on 
the crisis, and urged prayer as a form of 
response as well.

“We pray for a change of hearts and 
minds of leaders, we pray for de-esca-
lation and dialogue instead of violence 
and war,” Alsted said. “I call on all our 
congregations to intercede for the peo-
ple of Ukraine, and for the leaders in the 
world, who have the power to bring an 
end to war.”   n

Churches respond to desperate humanitarian needs  
in Ukraine and bordering countries

Photo/Albin Hillert/LWF

Paulina, a 23-year-old mother, and her children are seen in their 
new temporary home in Nyíregyháza, Hungary. The Evangelical 
Lutheran congregation in the area is accommodating and 
supporting refugees from the war in Ukraine. Paulina gave birth 
to her third child in a Hungarian hospital the same day she and 
her family crossed the border from Ukraine into Hungary. 
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Christopher Moessner, who oversaw 
the study’s Ipsos research team, empha-
sized in an interview with ENS that the 
large nationwide pool of respondents is 
representative of a wide range of faith 
backgrounds.

“We did not want to limit our audi-
ence to only Christians or only Americans 
who held a particular view. We wanted to 
survey all Americans, regardless of their 
religious beliefs or no religious beliefs,” 
said Moessner, senior vice president of 
public opinion polling at Ipsos.

That approach helped the study more 
clearly examine common perceptions 
of Christianity and Christians in the 
United States. One question asked re-
spondents what they thought was Jesus’ 
most important teaching. More than a 
third said “love your neighbor,” includ-
ing nearly a fourth of respondents who 
reported no religion. About 20% of all 
respondents answered with “not judging 
others, without first judging yourself,” 
and those with no religion gave that an-
swer at about the same rate.

“Not many polls get into what do you 
really believe Jesus was about,” Moessner 
said. “This poll also sought to understand 
where the intersection was between all 
faiths. Where’s the common ground?”

He pointed to questions about what 
activities offered by religious organizations 
would most interest respondents. Some of 
those results were similar across all faiths, 

with respondents generally emphasizing 
outdoor activities and helping others.

Another question asked what character-
istics respondents associate with Christians. 
The words most chosen by the Christian 
respondents were “giving,” “compassion-
ate,” “loving” and “respectful,” while non-
Christians associated Christians most with 
“hypocritical,” “judgmental,” “self-righ-
teous” and “arrogant.”

That disconnect underscores a cen-
tral reason the church commissioned 
the study. Episcopal leaders hope that by 
better understanding public perceptions 
of Christianity, the church can more ef-
fectively spread its message of Jesus’ love 
and compassion in contrast to what they 
see as distortions of the faith by some 
Christian and political leaders.

Curry has taken up that cause promi-
nently since 2018 when he joined an 
ecumenical group of Christian leaders 
in launching the Reclaiming Jesus ini-
tiative. Spearheaded with the Rev. Jim 
Wallis of Sojourners, it sought to address 
“a dangerous crisis of moral and politi-
cal leadership at the highest levels of our 
government and in our churches” and to 
affirm what it means to be followers of 
Jesus in today’s world.

Such efforts gained urgency after riot-
ous supporters of then President Donald 
Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 
6, 2021, seeking to block the certifica-
tion of Joe Biden’s election as president. 
Five people died, including a Capitol Po-
lice officer.

At the time, Episcopal leaders lament-
ed that some attackers had displayed 
crosses and other Christian symbols on 
their flags, banners, signs and clothing 
— suggesting that Christian identity 
was “being put to violent use by people 
who want to establish a nation in which 
power and privilege is held exclusively 
by white Christians,” the Rev. Gay Clark 
Jennings, president of the House of 
Deputies, said at the January 2021 Exec-
utive Council meeting. “This violent and 
exclusionary movement is on the rise in 
the United States. … We have a special 
responsibility to stand against it.”

For the “Jesus in America” study, poll-
sters asked: “Do you think the events 
at the U.S. Capitol Building on Jan. 6 
are associated with organized religion?” 
Overall, 11% said yes, with wide varia-
tion among respondent groups. The 
study found 24% of non-religious re-

spondents answered that way.
When the 11% of respondents who 

said yes were asked a follow-up question, 
63% said they associated the attack more 
specifically with evangelical or Protestant 
Christians.

The study also produced data on how 
the pandemic has disrupted churchgo-
ing over the past two years. When asked 
about their “ability to participate in or-
ganized religious or spiritual activities,” 
37% of mainline Protestants said their 
participation had decreased, while 55% 
reported no change in participation.

“Lent is a time of intentional reflec-
tion and action,” Curry said in a news 
release, “and we are especially mindful of 
our resolve to continue building mean-
ingful and inclusive communities in our 
post-pandemic world that encourage all 
Americans to listen without judgment 
and celebrate differences.”   n

      NEWS

“� e cathedral’s message is clear. For the people of 
God the most important and indeed radical thing 
we can do is to love and to remember.”

—Jon Meacham, from the Foreword
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By Melodie Woerman 
Episcopal News Service

T
he timeline for a full commu-
nion partnership between the 
Episcopal Church and the Unit-
ed Methodist Church remains 

on hold as the latter has postponed its 
quadrennial General Conference until 
2024, when it will consider a vote to 
split the 12.9 million-member denomi-
nation over disagreements on the full 
inclusion of LGBTQ+ members.

That vote was to take place in 2020, 
but due to the COVID-19 pandemic it 
was postponed first to 2021 and then to 
2022. It’s now been rescheduled a third 
time due to ongoing virus concerns and 
visa delays for its members traveling 
from some 130 countries outside the 
United States.

In the meantime, the Episcopal 
Church General Convention Commit-
tee on Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Relations recently discussed Resolution 
A093, which commends the ongoing 
work of the Episcopal Church-United 
Methodist Dialogue and its proposal for 

full communion.
During the legislative hearing, the 

Rev. Rowan Larson, curate for formation 
and mission at Grace Church in Newton, 
Mass., asked committee members to rec-
ommend that the Episcopal Church not 
move forward with any proposal until 
the United Methodist Church addresses 
its current ban on LGBTQ+ clergy and 
the marriage of same-sex couples.

As it stands, the full communion pro-
posal, “A Gift to the World: Co-Laborers 
for the Healing of Brokenness,” does not 
address LGBTQ+ full inclusion; rather, 
it “is an effort to bring our churches into 
closer partnership in the mission and wit-
ness to the love of God and thus labor to-
gether for the healing of divisions among 
Christians and for the well-being of all.”

When the UMC finalizes its separa-
tion plan, any plan for full communion 
will be with those who are LGBTQ+-
affirming, the Rev. Margaret Rose, dep-
uty for ecumenical and interreligious 
relations for the Episcopal Church, told 
Episcopal News Service.

A093, Rose said, would be an assur-
ance to them “that we want to continue in 

the struggle for justice with you.”
It remains unclear, she add-

ed, whether the United Meth-
odists would take up a full 
communion proposal at the 
2024 meeting, where the de-
nomination will also finalize its 
proposal to allow conservative 
Methodists to leave and form 
new denominations.

In any event, she said the 
Methodists would vote first on 
full communion, and then it 
would be considered by Gen-
eral Convention.

Two other resolutions be-
ing considered by the Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations 
would create other new full communion 
partnerships: A091, with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Bavaria, and A092, 
creating a four-way partnership between 
the Episcopal Church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, the Angli-
can Church of Canada and the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of Canada.

The Episcopal Church currently has 
six existing full communion partnership 

agreements: the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America; the Moravian 
Church (Northern and Southern Prov-
inces); the Mar Thoma Syrian Church 
of Malabar, India; the Old Catholic 
Churches of the Union of Utrecht; the 
Philippine Independent Church; and 
the Church of Sweden.   n

Melodie Woerman is a freelance writer 
and former director of communications 
for the Diocese of Kansas.

Episcopal-Methodist full communion partnership on hold

Newly-formed House of Deputies caucus  
takes up the mantle of LGBTQ+ advocacy

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A
mong the groups 
with a presence at this 
year’s General Con-
vention will be a new 

self-organized caucus of LG-
BTQ+ members of the House 
of Deputies. The group of over 
100 members is working in 
small groups as the July 7-14 
convention scheduled to take 
place in person in Baltimore 
approaches, identifying priori-
ties and developing potential 
resolutions that could advance 
the cause of LGBTQ+ inclu-
sion across the church.

The LGBTQ Caucus, one 
of several groups of deputies 
who have organized themselves 
around common identities and 
interests, was formed around 
the idea that “there’s still plenty of work 
to do in the Episcopal Church” for LG-
BTQ+ people, the Rev. Susan Russell told 
ENS. Russell, a longtime advocate for 
LGBTQ+ Episcopalians, is one of seven 
members of the caucus’s planning team.

Among the caucus’s priorities are is-
sues relating to transgender and non-
binary people — such as introducing 
gender-expansive language and opposing 
anti-transgender laws — and ensuring 
that existing canons on equal access to 
the sacraments are consistently followed 
across the church.

In some ways, the caucus is taking up 
the work that was pursued by Integrity 

USA, the former LGBTQ+ advocacy 
organization that has been essentially 
defunct since 2018, when General Con-
vention approved a resolution granting 
full churchwide access to same-sex mar-
riage rites. That resolution marked the 
achievement of Integrity’s decades-long 
goal of full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people 
in the sacraments — at least on paper — 
some LGBTQ+ Episcopalians point out 
that some dioceses and parishes are still 
not LGBTQ+-affirming in practice.

The Rev. Charles Graves IV, another 
member of the planning team who is 
not a deputy but a member of Executive 
Council, hatched the idea for the caucus 

last summer after being interviewed by 
ENS for a story about the next phase in 
the campaign for LGBTQ+ inclusion.

With General Convention approach-
ing, Graves asked himself, “Is there any-
body who’s organizing around policy?”

After asking the office of the Rev. Gay 
Clark Jennings, president of the House 
of Deputies, he got his answer: “‘No, no-
body’s doing that. But would you like to?’”

There are several other caucuses or-
ganized around ethnic identities, which 

also work together under the Deputies 
of Color caucus. The caucuses are self-
organized, not official branches of the 
House of Deputies or General Conven-
tion “because they need to be able to 
maintain independence,” Graves said. 
“Fortunately, we have in Gay a president 
who’s an incredible advocate.”

“Caucuses are the lifeblood of General 

Convention,” Jennings told ENS, 
adding that she owes her ordination as 
a priest to the now-defunct Episcopal 
Women’s Caucus, which pushed General 
Convention to open the priesthood to 
women in 1976.

General Convention “needs to in-
clude the voices and perspectives of LG-
BTQI+ people, whose journey to full 
inclusion has been slow and is still un-
finished,” Jennings said. “Caucuses help 
ensure that those voices are heard.”

Graves started by creating a Facebook 
group for LGBTQ+ deputies and Ex-
ecutive Council members. Jennings’ of-
fice assisted by adding a question about 
LGBTQ+ identity to a demographic 
survey of deputies intended to connect 
them with caucuses they might want to 
join. Just over 100 deputies opted to join 
the caucus, out of the House’s 800-plus 
members.

“It surprised us when we were able to 
see how many folks were interested and 
willing to be not only self-identified as LG-
BTQ, but to actively be part of a caucus 
that would advocate for moving the church 
forward to making full inclusion not just a 
resolution but a reality,” Russell said.

Graves and deputy Jon Rania from 
the Diocese of Delaware invited the re-
spondents to an online plenary gathering 
in November, at which Jennings and the 
Rev. Michael Barlowe, General Conven-
tion secretary, offered the opening re-
marks. The members were organized into 
nine working groups addressing topics in-
cluding marriage and ordination, political 
advocacy and employment practices.

      GENERAL CONVENTION

Photo/Mary Frances Schjonberg/ENS

In the General Convention worship hall on June 26, 
2015, the Rev. Susan Russell celebrates that day’s U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-sex marriage.

Photo/Cynthia Black

The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings and Integrity 
founder Louie Crew Clay at the Integrity 
Eucharist during the 2015 General Convention.

Photo/Kathleen Barry/United Methodist News Service

Demonstrators at the 2012 United Methodist 
General Conference in Tampa, Fla., silently display 
their desire for full inclusion in the church. 

continued on page 9
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A
pproval of the Episcopal 
Church’s triennial budget is 
one of the core responsibili-
ties of General Convention, 

the church’s bicameral governing body. 
Bishops and deputies are set to meet July 
7-14 at the 80th General Convention 
and church leaders are welcoming public 
input on the draft $101 million budget.

The biggest difference from past trien-
nial budgets is that this budget will cover 
just two years. Because the pandemic 
forced postponement of the 80th Gen-
eral Convention from 2021 to 2022, 
Executive Council previously approved a 
single-year budget for 2022 and now is 
recommending the 2023-24 budget for 
consideration.

The proposed two-year budget is now 
under review by the Joint Standing Com-
mittee on Program, Budget and Finance.

The committee, which met online in 
October and February, is accepting writ-
ten feedback online through April 8. An 
online public hearing will be scheduled 
for early May, followed by an in-person 
committee meeting later in the month.

“We want the church to have an op-
portunity to give us feedback,” said the 
Rev. Mike Ehmer, the Program, Budget 
and Finance chair. “We will guarantee 
somebody from our committee will give 
you a personal response.”

Ehmer noted in an interview with 
Episcopal News Service that this budget 
contains a significant change in how the 
church would calculate the assessments 
that dioceses pay to support churchwide 
operations. 

In the past, dioceses have been as-
sessed at a rate of 15% of their operat-
ing income, with the first $140,000 of 
income exempted. The proposed budget 

would raise that exemption to the first 
$200,000 in income.

The difference may seem insignificant 
for larger dioceses with multimillion-
dollar budgets, but “to small dioceses it’s 
a lot,” said Ehmer, who serves as canon 
to the ordinary in the Diocese of North-
west Texas.

The postponement of the General 
Convention was one reason the church 
ended the 2019-21 triennium with a 
surplus of more than $15 million, of 
which about $2.5 million was shifted to 
the 2022 budget to cover the expense of 
gathering this year in Baltimore.

Expenses were further reduced dur-
ing the pandemic because of restrictions 
on staff travel and in-person gatherings, 
and the church also received $3 million 
as one of the many U.S. employers that 
qualified for assistance from the federal 
Paycheck Protection Program.

Church leaders don’t expect the an-
nual surpluses to continue, so they asked 
departments of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society, the Episcopal Church’s 
corporate entity, to look for ways to cut 
5% from their budgets while maintaining 
churchwide staffing at 152 employees.

On Jan. 27, Executive Council voted 
to use up to $5 million from the past 
triennium’s surplus to balance the pro-
posed 2023-24 budget that it sent to the 
Joint Committee on Program, Budget 
and Finance. Council is still deliberat-
ing over what to do with the remaining 
surplus, a topic it will take up at its April 
meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Program, Budget and Finance’s 27 
members are appointed by the presiding 
bishop and president of the House of 
Deputies, with one bishop and two dep-
uties chosen from each of the church’s 
nine provinces. After reviewing and 
seeking input on Executive Council’s 
budget proposal, it will present a final 

draft for consideration and approval be-
fore a joint session of the 80th General 
Convention.

Separate from the financial discus-
sions, the 80th General Convention will 
consider resolutions that seek to simplify 
the church’s budgeting process while 
maintaining transparency and improv-
ing continuity and efficiency.

The Task Force on the Budget Process 
developed the plan to address what it 
concluded was the redundant and waste-
ful expense of enlisting members of the 
Joint Committee on Program, Budget 
and Finance to review details of a bud-
get that already had been developed and 
thoroughly debated by Executive Coun-

cil and its Finance Committee.
The Task Force is proposing, in resolu-

tion A048, to eliminate Program, Budget 
and Finance and instead empower Execu-
tive Council to present its budget propos-
al directly to General Convention.

Executive Council would form a 
standing budget committee. Among its 
duties, it would be tasked to review all 
actions of General Convention that have 
financial implications and propose fur-
ther revisions to the approved budget “so 
it better reflects the priorities and actions 
of General Convention.”

The hope is that this would address 
situations in which General Convention 
approves resolutions with expenses that 
haven’t been included for funding in the 
final budget.

Executive Council still would have 
the authority during each triennium to 
make further changes to the budget as 
necessary through its authority as the 
church’s governing body between meet-
ings of General Convention.

The task force argued in its report that 
“streamlining the budget process so that 
one entity, broadly representative of the 
church, is responsible for the whole of the 
budget development process will be a bet-
ter use of human and financial resources 
with less duplication of efforts. It will also 
allow for clarity in communications.”   n

      GENERAL CONVENTION
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General Convention also to consider process changes

The caucus leaders have identified 
several proposed resolutions that they 
might support, including one from the 
Diocese of Los Angeles calling for the 
Episcopal Church to conduct an audit 
of the state of LGBTQ+ acceptance and 
inclusion across the church, inspired by 
the racial justice audit released in 2021. 

The proposed project would docu-
ment the history of LGBTQ+ people in 
the church and identify areas where the 
church is currently falling short of full in-
clusion. The goal, Russell said, is to “be 
honest about, and be able to celebrate, the 
progress we’ve made, but also to own how 
much work there is left to do.”

One important part of that work, cau-
cus leaders say, is “closing the loophole” 
in marriage equality created by General 
Convention Resolution B012 in 2018. 
The resolution guarantees same-sex cou-
ples access to marriage rites wherever it is 
legal. However, it also allows bishops to 
formally reject same-sex marriage in their 

dioceses and have another bishop provide 
any oversight that might be necessary 
— an arrangement known as DEPO, or 
Delegated Episcopal Pastoral Oversight.

A bishop’s oversight is normally not 
needed for a marriage (though it is in 
cases involving divorce), but the canons 
of some dioceses still officially ban same-
sex marriages, including Albany, Dallas 
and Central Florida.

“The liturgies are available but with 
conditions, so it’s a separate but inher-
ently unequal status for same-sex cou-
ples,” Russell said.

Russell said there isn’t yet a proposed 
solution to that loophole, but it is one of 
many ideas the caucus’s working groups 
are considering. Other ideas under dis-
cussion include creating a churchwide 
LGBTQ+ ministries office, encouraging 
churches to make their buildings inclu-
sive to all genders (such as by changing 
bathroom facilities) and supporting LG-
BTQ+ people in non-U.S. dioceses “in 
a way that is culturally sensitive and not 
paternalistic.”   n

LGBTQ continued from page 8

2223-2024 Budgeted Expenses
$100.7 million
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      FEATURE

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

I
f you attend Episcopal worship ser-
vices and assume the preacher always 
wears a clerical collar, consider lend-
ing your ear to Salem Saloom on a 

Sunday morning. As a lay preacher in 
the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, 
he might broaden your expectations.

Saloom, 74, is licensed by the diocese 
and typically preaches once a month at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Brew-
ton, Ala., where he has worshipped since 
1979.

Although he never attended a semi-
nary, Saloom completed a lay preach-
ing course through the diocese’s School 
for Ministry and now is participating in 
the two-year test phase of a churchwide 
curriculum developed by the Episcopal 
Preaching Foundation.

The experience has been “really en-
lightening,” Saloom told ENS. To him, 
writing and delivering a sermon means 
“trying to find the way 
to make the Gospel 
come alive, and preach 
so that the listeners in 
the congregation can see 
how alive the Gospel is 
in their daily lives.”

As an increasing 
number of Episcopal 
congregations forego 
full-time clergy and lay 
members take on more parish respon-
sibilities, some dioceses are encouraging 
lay people to bring their voices to the 
pulpit.

“Dioceses are recognizing the value 
of lay preaching,” said the Rev. Charles 
Cesaretti, president of the foundation, 
though he noted the phenomenon has 
old roots. “Lay preaching has always 
been in the church. It starts in the book 
of Acts, so it’s in our DNA.”

Central Gulf Coast, which includes 
southern Alabama and part of the 
Florida Panhandle, is one of six dioceses 

that were selected to test the foundation’s 
new lay preaching curriculum. The other 
dioceses are East Tennessee, Lexington, 
Minnesota, Nebraska and North 
Carolina.

For its initial phase in 2021, the foun-
dation developed a program to train the 
trainers and began getting the word out 
to dioceses. Sixteen applied to test the 
curriculum, and each of the six finalists 
recruited two trainers and formed a co-
hort of about six students.

Last January, the dioceses’ trainers 
began guiding their cohorts through 
all aspects of preaching, from close 
examination of Scripture to effective use 
of body language during sermons. By 
the end of this first year and throughout 
the second year, most of their time will 
be spent writing sermons, preaching to 
their peers and receiving feedback.

The curriculum “is brilliantly created. 
It is inviting and very spirit-filled,” 
said Jenny Beaumont, one of the two 
lay preaching trainers in the Diocese 

of North Carolina, where she serves 
as missioner for adult formation and 
lifelong learning.

In an interview with ENS, she 
described a range of weekly assignments 
that participants complete on their own, 
such as watching videos and writing 
reflections. Then the group meets twice 
a month, once on Zoom and once in 
person.

They discuss how to parse the mean-
ing of religious texts, and they practice 
reading their writing out loud. “It really 
is helping people to reflect on their lives 

and their walk with God and how they 
can bring their voice to that journey,” 
Beaumont said.

Lay leadership development and lay 
preacher courses are expanding against 

a backdrop of declining 
church membership and 
attendance, trends in the 
Episcopal Church that 
mirror what is happening 
in other mainline Protes-
tant denominations.

At the same time, par-
ish leadership is chang-
ing. Data compiled by 
the General Convention 

Office shows that the number of parish 
priests in full-time positions declined 
from nearly 60% in 2010 to about 54% 
in 2020.

The foundation received $400,000 in 
grants from Trinity Church Wall Street 
in New York to launch its Lay Preaching 
Training Initiative.

Trinity Wall Street aims to help all 
people of faith “develop their leader-
ship skills so they can be effective in 
their work in ways that are truth to their 
faith,” said Rob Garris, managing direc-
tor of the church’s Leadership Develop-
ment Initiative.

The goal isn’t to fully replace clergy, 
Garris told ENS, but rather to prepare 
and empower lay leaders to take on 
greater responsibilities in the church. 
“We’re finding different ways to engage 
people rather than have them be passive 
recipients of programming,” he said.

For most of its 34-year history, the 
foundation has sought to raise the stan-
dards of preaching in the Episcopal 
Church by working with seminaries and 
dioceses to enhance training of seminar-
ians and priests.

Now, the time is right to expand that 
scope beyond clergy, said the Rev. Ste-
phen Smith, a priest in the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio who is coordinating the 
training initiative.

“Both the interest and the need 
are meeting right now,” Smith told 
ENS. Rural dioceses, in particular, 
have expressed a need for training 
lay preachers to assist in small 
congregations that don’t have full-time 
priests, Smith said. Churchwide, lay 

leaders have shown a willingness to 
step up and help guide congregations 
through the upheaval of the past two 
years. Some see preaching as a fulfilling 
new ministry opportunity.

Congregations also benefit from hear-
ing a diversity of perspectives from the 
pulpit, Smith said, not just sermons by 
bishops, priests and deacons. “The lay 
person preaches to talk about the role of 
the Gospel in everyday life.”

In the Diocese of the Central Gulf 
Coast, preaching is one of three tracks, 
in addition to worship and pastoral care, 
that lay people can choose when attend-
ing the 10-month lay leader program of-
fered by the School for Ministry.

The diocese launched the program in 
2020 and graduated 24 lay leaders in its 
first year, including 10 in the preaching 
track. This year, nine of 20 students are 
completing the preacher training.

“We realized that lay people have 
something to say to one another, espe-
cially when we’re going through some-
thing as big as a pandemic,” said the 
Rev. Joy Blaylock, dean of the School for 
Ministry and diocesan missioner for dis-
cipleship. “Sometimes the lay voice can 
speak outside the institution.”

The foundation’s curriculum is longer 
and more intensive than the School for 
Ministry’s program, but both will cul-
minate in participants being licensed to 
preach in the diocese, with approval of 
Bishop Russell Kendrick.

Even before the pandemic, some of 
the diocese’s congregations were strug-
gling to recruit, pay and retain perma-
nent priests.

A third of the diocese’s 62 churches 
don’t have full-time clergy, Blaylock told 
ENS, so training lay people can make a 
big difference locally. And lay preachers 
“just have a whole different perspective 
to bring that sometimes enlivens and 
gives hope in a totally different way, in a 
beautiful way,” she said.

On Feb. 27, the lectionary’s appoint-
ed Gospel reading was Luke’s account of 
Jesus’ Transfiguration. After the reading, 
Saloom stepped up to the pulpit at St. 
Stephen’s and began his sermon by in-
voking fond memories of hunting.

“In about three weeks, spring turkey 

Lay preachers bring everyday perspectives to Episcopal pulpits

Photo/St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Salem Saloom preaches at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Brewton, Ala. 
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‘ We’re finding different ways to engage 
people rather than have them be 
passive recipients of programming.’

— Rob Garris, Leadership Development Initiative
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      NEWS

By Pat McCaughan 
Diocese of Los Angeles

F
or Prism staff and volunteers, the 
need to be companions and to 
share Communion with those in 
local jails and detention centers 

in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has never been more urgent or more re-
warding.

“People are daunted by the issue of 
incarceration, but that’s not what we’re 
doing,” says Ann Noble, program coor-
dinator of Prism, the restorative justice 
ministry of the Diocese of Los Angeles. 
Often, she says, “it’s just one human be-
ing talking to another human being and 
sharing a story. So, it’s the biggest deal, 
and yet it’s not a big deal. It feels like 
it requires so much and all it requires is 
the greatest gift you have, which is your 
presence, and everyone can give that.”

While visiting those confined to Twin 
Towers, the Men’s Central Jail and the 
Century Regional Detention Facility in 
Lynwood can seem scary, “an encounter 
can be sitting one-on-one with one per-
son,” she said. “It can also be participat-
ing in a small service, a Mass, just a small 
group of people in a circle.

“We don’t preach at them, we share. 
So it feels much more communal. We 
don’t get up at a podium and talk at 
them, we sit with them.” With Eucharist, 
she said, “there’s an opportunity to share 
the bread, an opportunity to anoint with 
oil, an opportunity to sit and chat.”

Continuing COVID restrictions have 
limited the Sunday gatherings to about 
10 people, and “that really cuts our 
numbers down,” according to Sharon 
Crandall, Prism director. But as soon as 
the jails reopened to visitations, Prism 
was back, she said, because “it’s about 
the people we serve.”

Prism has recently shifted its base of 
operations to All Saints Church in Pasa-
dena, a move that the Rev. Mike Kin-
man called “a natural partnership.”

“One of the first things I did when I 
got here, before I officially started as rec-
tor in October 2016, I went to a Prism 

fundraiser and learned about the min-
istry,” he said. “Literally, the next day I 
called [the Rev.] Dennis Gibbs and said, 
this is something I feel I need to do, par-
ticularly as a congregation that skews 
wealthier and more privileged.”

Since then, former Prism directors 
Gibbs and the Rev. Greta Ronnigen, co-
founders of the Community of Divine 
Love, have relocated their monastery to 
the San Luis Obispo area. After their de-
parture, Noble and Crandall, who were 
long-time volunteers, assumed leader-
ship roles.

“If we’re truly going to be God’s be-
loved community, then we need to be 
actively involved in places where some of 
the least privileged members of our soci-
ety are,” Kinman said. “And not in terms 
of ‘we need to go help them,’ but because 
that is where Jesus is.

“I am hoping that this is a ministry 
that draws our congregation more and 
more into those places where Jesus lives,” 
he added. “It’s also a ministry of the Dio-
cese of Los Angeles and any way that All 
Saints Church can reach out and help 
the mission and ministry of the diocese, 
that’s something we need to do, because 
we’re all in this together.”

Crandall said having a home base is 

important, both logistically and spiritu-
ally. “When we do a church service and 
talk about community and share the 
bread that was consecrated that morn-
ing at the church, it means something to 
those we visit. I think we underestimate 
the power of that kind of connection for 

people who are in-
carcerated.”

For example, 
“a man named 
George, who was 
baptized in the 
jails, is serving a 
life sentence with-
out the possibility 
of parole. We bap-
tized him at the 
jail. He just lights 

up when he shows people that baptismal 
certificate and tells people he’s a member 
of the church.

“It’s important for someone like 
George, who knows he’s going to spend 
the rest of his life in prison, to feel con-
nected to a greater spiritual community.”

Crandall added: “Now, without the 
monastery, we need that support. This is 
not necessarily easy work to do. When 
I go into the jails, I’m by myself most 
of the time during the week and it’s nice 
to feel like you have that community of 
support behind you.”

Episcopal ministry uplifts LGBTQ+ 
inmates

All Saints parishioner and Prism vol-

unteer Tim Hartley says his experience 
in the jails helped form his decision to 
seek ordination.

“It is an amazing, fulfilling ministry,” 
Hartley said. “The people who come to 
the service seemed moved by it, and I 
was changed by it.”

For many of the incarcerated, espe-
cially the LGBTQ+ community, Prism 
brings “genuinely good news, because 
there are a lot of organizations that will 
go in as chaplains to the jails in order to 
convert people to their denomination or 
particular faith, with the idea of saving 
souls,” he said.

“Prism is one of the few organizations 
that will send chaplains in the LGBTQ 
floor of Twin Towers.”

He recalled a county-led training ses-
sion for volunteers, where prospective 
chaplains were hesitant to call inmates 
by their preferred pronouns, especially 
if those pronouns “might differ from the 
way they look or the jail they’re in. One 
even asked if they could just call them by 
their inmate number.

“All that is to say the work Prism does 
is bringing genuinely the good news that 

we’re supposed to be bringing as 
Christians.”

Prism volunteer Jonathan Ston-
er, 40, who also serves as a City of 
Hope chaplain, agreed, saying he 
jumped at the chance to return to 
the jails once COVID restrictions 
were lifted.

“How cool, to be part of a 
ministry truly serving the least of 
these, that even other churches 
don’t want to minister to. Those 
experiences, doing services with 
folks who are LGBTQ+ in the 
jails, have been really meaningful.

“The folks who come to the services 
are so hungry, so open, so involved, and 
serious. They’re engaged in reading. They 
ask great questions and bring their own 
knowledge of the scriptures and their 
own experiences in the conversations.”

Social justice and the ministry of 
Prism is “part of All Saints’ DNA,” Ston-
er added. With Crandall and Noble as 
leaders, and with Mike Kinman at the 
helm of All Saints, “Prism is going to be 
championed and hopefully we can get 
more people involved and even expand 
to other jails and other prison systems,” 
he said.

“We can continue to reimagine what 
this ministry could look like and what 
the Spirit could be moving us in this sea-
son of pandemic.

Serving those in jail “feels like a 
sacred obligation, a calling,” he said. “It 
is a reminder to me that each of us has 
dignity as human beings. Each has worth 
as children of God, regardless of what 
we’ve done, or will do. We are all worthy 
of love and deserve a second chance, a 
third, a fifth chance.

“There is this sense that this is where I 
need to be on Sundays, with the people 
Jesus would be hanging out with.”   n

Prison chaplains find jail visits even more urgent,  
rewarding in wake of pandemic

Photo/Chris Tumilty 

Sharon Crandall, director of Prism, prays with an inmate at Men’s Central Jail in Los Angeles. 
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Crandall

Photo/Janet Kawamoto

Anne Noble of Prism reads a poem during noonday 
prayer at Diocesan Convention 2021. 

season will open in Alabama,” Saloom be-
gan his sermon, which was livestreamed 
on Facebook. He recalled the sensations 
of walking into the woods as dawn ap-
proached, the sounds and smells of wild-
life around him, the feel of the cool air, 
the sight of the brightening sky.

It is “a magic transformation,” Saloom 
said. “A transformation from darkness 
into light awakens the world. And one 
literally feels God’s presence touching 
one’s spirit.” Jesus may not be revealed 
to us as the son of God with the same 
drama that the apostles experienced, he 
said, but our everyday moments can be 
revelatory if we open ourselves up to the 
Holy Spirit.

“That light is in you and reflected in 
creation,” Saloom said. “It’s about listen-
ing to God’s voice.”

In addition to serving his church, 
Saloom is a surgeon, a tree farmer and a 
lover of the outdoors. He told ENS that 
he draws on those experiences when he 
writes a sermon. “I think that everybody, 
no matter ordained or lay, brings 
something special to the table, and it’s 
got to be from your own experiences and 
your own way of doing things.”

Not everyone may feel comfortable 
standing before a congregation and 
preaching, but Saloom said he feels a 
personal calling to this ministry. “Every-
one has a ministry, whether they know 
it or not, and preaching may be one of 
those ministries,” he said.   n

LAY MINISTRY continued from page 10
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By Elizabeth Lev 
The Pillar

W
hen visiting the Roman 
church of San Luigi dei Fran-
cesi, I often show a black and 
white photo of Caravaggio’s 

“St. Matthew and the Angel,” and see 
the horror in people’s eyes when I tell 
them the painting was destroyed during 
the Second World War. 

That altarpiece is but one of a long 
list of artistic casualties caused by armed 
conflict. 

At Reims Cathedral in France, the 
smiling angel on its façade became the 
symbol of art’s precarious fate during 
war, having survived the 1914 bombing 
that destroyed the apse. Loss and looting 
form a legacy of artistic trauma perpe-
trated by battle going back even further 
than Emperor Titus’ destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

Art has long been a victim of war, 
and there is no reason to expect a gentler 
treatment of Ukraine’s art.

Amid bombs and skirmishes, art pro-
fessionals, students, and aficionados wait 
in trepidation to see which Ukrainian 
works will wind up as a photograph and 
a memory.

It may seem frivolous to talk about art 
during such a grave humanitarian crisis, 
but art is an essential part of the human-
ity of a culture, exploited by invaders 
and destroyed by barbarians to strike at 
the heart of a people’s identity.

As the Ukrainians fight to retain their 
national sovereignty, their art — their 
unique expressions of creativity — is an 
integral part of that identity.

Much like the flag that rallies citizens 
to the defense of a nation, Ukrainian art 
is a beacon to recall the Ukraine that 
was, and to spotlight the Ukrainian peo-
ple that will be, no matter the outcome 
of Putin’s war, provided the populace can 
cling to their national identity. 

The artistic treasures of Kyiv, Lviv and 
other cities are too numerous to list, but 
a few masterpieces boast aesthetic signif-
icance, and at the same time reveal some 
of the travailed history of Ukrainian na-
tional sovereignty.

Perhaps it speaks to the centuries of 
invasions that the most significant works 
of art in Ukraine are churches: places of 
gathering, of worship, where the Ukrai-
nian people forged their identity before 
God. 

Most distinguished among these are 
the churches and monasteries built from 
the 10th to 12th centuries during the 
Princely era, the Golden Age of Ukrai-
nian art, that took place shortly after the 
country’s conversion to Catholicism.

This was the era when wooden folk 
buildings gave way to great stone con-
structions like St. Sophia in Kyiv, begun 
by Grand Prince Yaroslav the Wise 1037. 
Modeled after the Justinian’s Basilica 
of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, its 
symphony of domes crowned with gold-
en lanterns rises like a pyramid towards 
the heavens.

The interior of St. Sophia pioneered 

a new decorative style of frescoed walls 
leading to dazzling apse mosaics that 
would become common in Ukrainian 
churches. 

Alongside the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, 
a stunning monastery that began as a 
series of underground caves and mush-
roomed into Baroque splendor, St. So-
phia is a magnificent document of the 
architectural history of Ukraine.

The museum of micro miniatures in 
the 1,000-year-old cave monastery is 
a wonder to behold, with tiny carved 
objects like a convoy of camels parad-
ing through the eye of a 
needle.

More churches 
sprouted in the wake 
of St. Sophia: the Dor-
mition Cathedral rose 
atop the Cave Monas-
tery 1078, followed by 
Saint Michael’s Gold-
en-Domed Monastery 
(1108) and then Church 
of Saint Cyril’s Monas-
tery (1146). 

The churches are still 
standing today, but their 
structures recount the 
tale of Ukraine’s sorrows.

St. Cyril’s monastery was transformed 
into an insane asylum by the tsars, St. 
Michael’s Church was bulldozed by the 
Soviets in 1936, while the Dormition 
Cathedral was destroyed by mines dur-
ing the Soviet retreat in 1941.

All three were rebuilt by the indefati-
gable Ukrainians and the few fragments 
of frescoes and ornaments that cling to 
the walls link the modern structures to 
the ancient faith.

The city of Chernihiv contains more 
treasures from Ukraine’s artistic apex. 

The luminous Cathedral of the 
Transfiguration, built in 1034, fea-
tures the careful craftsmanship of 
man-made bricks intertwined with 

natural stone and contains an amaz-
ing array of frescoes, gilt carvings and 
princely tombs.

Lviv was the epicenter of the Ukrai-
nian Renaissance. The interesting Italo/
Ukraine hybrid of the Dormition 
Church in Lviv, built in the 17th centu-
ry, fuses bulbous Eastern domes around 
stern Roman arches: the solid Renais-
sance order serving as a foundation for 
the billowing cupolas, symbols of the 
spiritual.

Religious Renaissance art is best seen 
in Lviv’s Andrey Sheptytsky National 

Museum, founded by the Metropoli-
tan Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church in 1905. 

The museum holds the largest collec-
tion the world of Ukrainian ecclesiastical 
art spanning the 12th–18th centuries, in 
particular its priceless collection of over 
4,000 icons. This treasure of Ukrainian 
heritage is being hastily packed away for 
safekeeping in the face of the Russians ad-
vance. Not only are these venerable works 
under threat, but the thriving schools 
keeping the icon-writing tradition alive 

today are menaced by the invasion. 
Sheptsky’s neighbor, the National 

Art Museum of Lviv, is Ukraine’s larg-
est art museum, and suffered terribly at 
the hands of the Soviets, who in their 
determination to eradicate symbols of 
national identity arrested and murdered 
its director in 1946. 

During its head-spinning series of in-
vasions over the last 200 years, Ukraine 
has produced compelling modern art. 

The Ukrainian avant garde movement 
produced painting and sculpture during 
the era of Soviet censorship to exalt their 
national identity. The movement was led 
by artists like Alexander Archipenko, 
and Kazimir Malevich, the latter offi-
cially banned by Stalin from making art.

By contrast to those artists, the work 
of Maria Prymachenko (1907–1999) 
extolled the folk traditions of Ukraine: 
her bright colors and cheerful patterns 
celebrated Ukrainian identity without 
overtly contesting the Soviet regime.

Her works, salvaged last week from a 
fire caused by Russian bombing in her 
native region of Ivankiv, are growing into 
a global symbol for the call for peace.

One might wonder whether it makes 
sense to worry about these small rem-
nants of an artistic tradition that has 
been decimated time and time again, but 
these works speak of a people whose very 
identity has been repeatedly challenged 
and yet through fracture and destruction 
has held together.

St. John Paul II emphasized the im-
portance of art as a foundation of cultur-

al identity. in his 2005 memoir, “Memo-
ry and Identity.” 

Recalling his own experience in Po-
land, whose neighbors, he wrote, “have 
condemned [it] to death several times 
but which has survived and remained 
itself. It has kept its identity, and it has 
kept, in spite of partitions and foreign 
occupations, its national sovereignty, not 
by relying on the resources of physical 
power, but solely by relying on its cul-
ture.”

Ukraine’s culture is essential to the 
future of the nation, no matter the out-
come of the invasion.

      FAITH AND THE ARTS

In Ukraine, art is cultural memory

continued on page 13

Photo/Maria Pryimachenko Family Foundation

“Our Army, Our Protectors,” by Maria Pryimachenko, was 
created in 1978. 

Photo/Rbrechko via Wikimedia

St. Michael’s Golden-Domed 
Cathedral is located in Kyiv. 

Left, the original St. Michael’s Golden-
Domed Cathedral was demolished by 
the Soviets in 1935-1936.

Photo/Wikimedia

Photo/Wikimedia

“Sensation of an Imprisoned Man,” by 
Kazimir Malevich, was created in 1930. 
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“A nation exists,” said Pope John Paul II to UNES-
CO in 1980, “‘through’ culture and ‘for’ culture, and 
it is therefore the great educator of men in order that 
they may ‘be more’ in the community.”

Ukraine’s ever-dwindling trove of art attests to 
John Paul II’s words.

Perhaps the most important work of art in Ukraine 
sits inside St. Sophia, the icon of the “unbreakable 
wall,” an 18-foot-tall mosaic of the Mother of God, 
hands raised in prayer. She has withstood centuries of 
raids, fires and bombing, unshaken and unharmed. 

The inscription next to her is from Psalm 46: “God 
is in her midst and does not move.” She invites be-
lievers to invoke the Lord in this difficult hour, “our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  n

Elizabeth Lev is an art historian living in Rome. 
This article was originally published on The Pillar.

ART continued from page 12

      FAITH AND THE ARTS

By Shireen Korkzan 
Episcopal News Service

W
hen Russia invaded Ukraine 
just before the start of Lent, 
many Episcopalians began 
praying for the Ukrainian 

people. The attacks prompted Dontie 
Fuller, who was already scheduled to 
teach the art of pysanka — Ukrainian 
Easter egg decorating — at Church of the 
Nativity in Indianapolis, to amend her 
informational event to educate attendees 
about the attacks and to use the ancient 
art to offer hands-on prayer for Ukraine.

“This is my first time teaching Ukraini-
an egg decorating at Church of the Nativ-
ity, but now it seems rather poignant this 
year to be doing this,” said Fuller, a retired 
youth ministry coordinator and Chris-
tian formation director in the Diocese of 
Indianapolis. Thirteen people attended 
Fuller’s pysanka event on March 12.

Russian forces invaded Ukraine on 
Feb. 24, in an ongoing conflict that has 
killed hundreds of civilians and driven 
millions of refugees to flee the former So-
viet republic. Russian attacks have leveled 
cities and towns across Ukraine, creating 

an ever-growing humanitarian crisis.
“I’m struck by the courage and the 

determination of the people in Ukraine. 
I cannot fathom being a mother with 
small children and having to leave my 

husband behind to fight for the 
country, but then take my chil-
dren someplace where it’s safe,” 
said Helen Byler, a parishioner 
of Church of the Nativity who 
attended the event.

“The timing of the egg event 
and the war is really eerie. 
Making pysanky can be used as 
a form of prayer, and prayer’s 
powerful and it’s something 
that can bring us all together. I 
will be praying intently for the 
Ukrainian people this Lenten 
season,” she said.

According to Fuller, who has 
been making pysanky (plural 
form of pysanka) for 35 years, 
pysanky are made using a wax-
resist dye method, which requires the 
eggs to be dipped in different-colored 
dyes from lightest to darkest with melted 
beeswax applied between layers with a 
design tool called a kistka. 

The beeswax preserves the color un-
derneath when dipping the eggs in new 
colors. Once the designs are complete, 
the wax is melted and scraped off, reveal-
ing the final designs.

Church of the Nativity isn’t the only 
parish to host a pysanky event during 
the Lenten season. All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church in Richland, Wash., also hosted 
a pysanky class on March 12. The Epis-
copal Church of the Holy Cross in Dunn 
Loring, Va., St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Wake Forest, N.C., and Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension in Dallas, sched-
uled pysanky events in March and April.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of-
ficially split from the Russian Orthodox 
Church in 2018. A majority of Ukrai-
nian Christians identify as Orthodox.

(On March 11, Presiding Bishop Mi-
chael Curry joined other Christian lead-
ers in calling on the patriarch of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church to reconsider his 
support for the war.)

Pysanka art originated from Ukraine’s 
pre-Christian era when eggs were deco-
rated in early spring as symbols of Earth’s 
rebirth.

When Christianity was introduced to 
Ukraine in 988, making pysanky turned 
into an Easter gift-giving tradition that 

includes customizing eggs for loved ones 
and praying for them throughout the 
dyeing process. Christian symbols are 
common motifs in pysanka art.

“As the wax melts off and you watch 
this amazing transformation, it’s like a 
butterfly emerging from a chrysalis. It’s 
an absolutely fascinating process,” said 
Byler, who grew up in the Romanian 
Orthodox Church and joined the 
Episcopal Church in 1986.

“It’s like waiting for the resurrection of 
Christ, like going from Good Friday to 

Easter morning is the best way I 
can describe it,” she said.

Parishioner Colleen Patrick 
signed up to learn the art of 
pysanka when she learned that 
the egg decorating process can 
be a hands-on source of prayer.

“Prayer for the Ukrainian 
people right now, I feel, is ex-
tremely important because 
God can work miracles; and 
if we pray for their health and 
for their safety and their well-
being and for all of this to end 
quickly, I believe that God can 
truly do anything,” Patrick 
said.

“There’s all kinds of charity 
work going on, humanitarian 

efforts we can donate to and figure out if 
there’s anyone local and families you can 
directly help,” she added.

Fuller said she isn’t one to get politi-
cal, but she hopes that peace prevails over 
aggression. “I feel helpless, but prayer is 
one thing we can do,” she said.  n

Shireen Korkzan is a Midwest-based 
freelance reporter who primarily writes 
about religion, race, ethnicity and social jus-
tice issues. Follow her on Twitter and Insta-
gram @smkrm5.

Episcopalians learn pysanka as a form of hands-on prayer for Ukrainians

Photos/Dontie Fuller

Finished pysanky were made by students who participated in 
Dontie Fuller’s Ukrainian Easter egg decorating class at Church 
of the Nativity in Indianapolis.

Participants in the pysanka class learned 
to make Ukrainian Easter eggs using a 
traditional wax-resist method. The eggs 
are dipped in different-colored dyes from 
lightest to darkest with melted beeswax 
applied between layers.

Photo/Wikimedia

The Virgin Orans is seen in  
the “Unbreakable Wall” of  
St. Sophia’s cathedral.

YES! Sign me up for a one-year subscription for only $39 or save with a two-year subscription for $75.
   One year subscription $39          Two year subscription $75          Donation of $39 or more
Choose one of the following books:   

     Growing Christians           Angels of the Bible           With Gladness     
I’m not ready to commit but would like help support the Episcopal Journal with a tax-deductible donation: $____________  
                   (Donations above $39 receive a book! You will receive a tax receipt).  
Mail to Episcopal Journal, Attn: Mike Brooks, 111-56 76 Drive, #F7, Forest Hills, NY 11375.  
To subscribe or donate by credit card, call 1-800-691-9846 (mention free book) 
Please PRINT clearly

Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________  State ____________   ZIP __________________

Email  ________________________________________________________________________________ BO
O

K-
04

22

Subscribe today!  
To receive this special offer send in the form below   
OR  Call 1-800-691-9846  (mention free book)   
OR  go to www.EpiscopalJournal.org/subscribe
(Episcopal Journal is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable corporation registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.)

www.forwardmovement.org

JOURNAL
Episcopal

While supplies last we’re offering a FREE book 
from our friends at Forward Movement 
with a 1-year or 2-year subscription or 
minimum donation of $39. 

Experience the paper’s unparalleled  
insights and gain a stronger connection  
with the Episcopal community.
•  Illuminating news stories of interest to Episcopalians
•  Analysis of church decisions and news
•  Original features and accounts of faith in action
•  Inspirational columns
•  Arts coverage and reviews  

FREE BOOK  
When You Subscribe or Donate



14 EPISCOPAL JOURNAL    April 2022

      BOOK REVIEWS

Review by Linda Brooks

T
he much-loved Bible stories that 
teach us about God’s love have 
become smoothed and simpli-
fied over time to include only a 

few characters and offer only one per-
spective.

What if there were more characters 
and the plots offered different angles 
and therefore ask more questions than 
they answer? This is the premise of Da-
vid Nelson’s book “Why I would have 
killed Jesus and you might have too: Five 
short stories of faith.” 

The five stories are dialogues of imagi-
nary people living in biblical times who 
encountered or heard of Jesus of Naza-
reth. They are pragmatic in their faith 
and beliefs and are confused by this man 
who offers a different point of view but is 
adored by people who they believe should 
know better than to follow this “rebel.”

There is the young widow who feels 
oppressed by the Romans, a fisherman 
who wants to help Jesus reach a wider 
audience, a protective grandmother 
teaching her young charges how the 
Scriptures should be followed, a Roman 
soldier who follows the rules of law and 
a Pharisee following the rules of his faith.

They become frustrated because Jesus’ 
teachings don’t fit into what they under-
stand is the proper way to act or treat oth-
ers. The characters come from different 
walks of life and would be typical of the 
time period but speak in a modern Eng-
lish that is relatable to our own times. 

This is indeed a story of own times. 
Rather than retelling already familiar 
stories, Nelson forces us to think about 

our recent modern world that is splitting 
into an us/them, either/or mentality. 

He points out that if we are too prag-
matic and limited in our observations, 
we could miss that which is most impor-
tant. 

It is the characters that offer their sto-
ries but it is up to the reader to hold up 
a mirror and question how we perceive 
others in our own time. Bible quotes are 
referenced throughout the book, offer-
ing a familiar context.

“Whether we realize it or not, even 
if we claim to be followers of Jesus, at 
times his presence threatens our deeply-
held values including social status, bib-
lical interpretation, patriotism wealth, 
family and more,” Nelson writes in the 
conclusion to the book. 

“Some readers may feel their values are 
under attack while others may welcome 
the chance to consider new perspectives 
and deepen their faith. Some may resent 
this effort to reimage the biblical narra-
tives while others may gain new insights 
about the gospels,” the author adds. This 
is an excellent book to use for a Bible 
study reference and ask the big questions 
— what would you do then, and what 
do you do now?   n  

Review by Pamela A. Lewis

T
his fifth and latest in the series 
of “The Way of” anthologies is 
a compilation of poems, stories, 
essays, and prayers authored by a 

diverse group of past and contemporary 
figures on the subject of peace.

Though the work and reflections of 
some of the most renowned names in 
literature, social justice, and faith tra-
ditions — Maya Angelou, John Lewis, 
Thomas Merton — are included in these 
pages, unexpected ones — Paul Simon, 
Alicia Keyes, and Frank Sinatra — get to 
weigh in.

The offerings may be of unequal intel-
lectual weight, but each one underscores 
the book’s premise that peace of heart 
extends itself to peace on earth, while 
emphasizing that only God makes that 
possible.

“The Way of Peace” is organized into 
three parts comprised of major read-
ings, amongst which, under the head-
ing “Pause for Peace,” are tucked short 
reflections.

Narratives, poetry, and practices con-
ducive to engendering inner peace are 
the point of departure in part 1, “Peace 

of the Heart.” Brother David 
Steindl-Rast’s “The Music of 
Silence” tells of the new Bud-
dhist abbot whose wristwatch 
beeps during his ordination 
ceremony at Riverside Zendo 
in New York. He had purpose-
ly set his watch to beep at noon 
so that he could interrupt it to 
think thoughts of peace.

Being, thinking, and speak-
ing for peace, are three of 
Deepak Chopra’s specific ac-
tions in his “Seven Practices 
for Peace,” one designated for 
each day of the week. Although simple 
to carry out and very brief, these prac-
tices are not spiritually “easy.”

Conservative rabbi Amy Eilberg, in 
her “Pray for Peace,” tells of feeling as 
if she had “gotten very fat” with loving-
kindness resulting from wishing the best 
for everyone she encountered, a practice 
she learned on a retreat. 

Individuals who have been sowers of 
peace in their communities and in the 
world are the focus of part 2, “Peace on 
Earth.”

Here, being interested in peace must 
be inseparable from becoming an instru-

ment of peace. In their contributions, 
Pope Francis (“The Good News”) and 
his immediate predecessor Benedict XVI 
(“The Magna Carta of Christian Non-
violence”) both return to Jesus’ teachings 
that stress the importance of nonvio-
lence as a way of being and not merely a 
tactical behavior in response to evil.

Eighth-grader Riva Maendel instructs 
us via her honest and award-winning es-
say “It Starts With Us,” about the need 
for “creative and active” nonviolence. 
Attaining peace on an international level 
must begin in our daily relationships: “If 
I had offered to do the dishes,” she ad-
mits, “I would be promoting peace!”

Greg Darr’s unflinching reflection on 
racism, justice, and peace, “Honoring 
George Floyd on 38th and Chicago,” is 
the author’s story of having been sub-
ject to a race-based attack in the wake 
of Rodney King’s beating by L.A. po-
lice officers in 1992. Several days after 
the murder of George Floyd, Darr (who 
is white) recalls his violent experience 
when grace was extended to him by an 

unexpected figure. 
Part 3’s “Prayers for Peace” offers po-

ems and prose by writers from various 
faith traditions, who address the anxiet-
ies our tumultuous age has wrought.

Joyce Rupp’s comforting words “In 
the Night of Weariness” bid the reader 
to put trust in the “Resilient One,” who 
is always near.

American Jesuit priest and antiwar 
activist Daniel Berrigan’s “Prayer for 
the Morning Headlines” is a raw cry for 
mercy on behalf of “women and chil-
dren, homeless in foul weather.” It is 
also a memorial in verse to some of his-
tory’s war-defiled places, a list to which 
Ukraine would undoubtedly be added 
were Berrigan alive today to compose 
this wrenching poem.

Placed toward the end of the anthol-
ogy, “Interfaith Prayers,” all by unknown 
authors, are beautiful supplications by 
Baha’i, Hindu, Native Africans, and oth-
ers. In words that come from the souls 
of these peoples they are a collective en-
treaty to the Creator for peace. 

A few contributors are represented 
more than once in the collection, and 
some fine poems are shortened, such as 
Maya Angelou’s majestic “On the Pulse 
of Morning,” which the author read at 
the first inauguration of President Bill 
Clinton in 1993.

These are minor complaints, however, 
in that “The Way of Peace” offers a diver-
sity of voices that tell us a harmonious 
life is not only within our reach, but that 
it is attainable.   n

Based in New York, Pamela A. Lewis 
writes about topics of faith.

Searching for a deep and lasting peace

The Way 
of Peace: 
Readings for a 
Harmonious 
Life
Michael Leach,  
Doris Goodnough, 
Maria Angelini, 
editors

Orbis Books,  
214 pp., $20.00

Why I would  
have killed 
Jesus and you 
might have too
By David Nelson

Resource 
Publications  
88 pp., $11.00

Viewing Bible stories through a different lens

By Episcopal Journal 

“In Finding Sanctuary, Dr. 
Shulman seeks to match church 
members’ gifts and caregiving 
families’ needs. Each party 
has the responsibility to come 
forward. Shulman’s guide 
makes it possible.” 

        – The Caregiver’s Voice

T
here are more than 16 million 
people caring for someone with 
dementia. Caregivers often en-
dure stress and may struggle to 

find meaning in their role as a caregiver. 
“Finding Sanctuary in the Midst of Al-
zheimer’s” addresses common challenges 
that caregivers face, using Scripture and 
personal narratives.

Done in a Bible study format with 
separate sections for spouses, adult chil-
dren caring for a parent, and those who 
want to support a caregiver but don’t 
know how, “Finding Sanctuary” equips 
churches, retirement communities and 
dementia support groups with the tools 
to help caregivers find comfort and teach 
non-caregivers how to better support 

their caregiving friends.
Elizabeth Shulman has more than 30 

years of experience as a pastor, univer-
sity researcher and hospice chaplain. Her 
devotions for caregivers have appeared 
in Guideposts’ Strength and Grace, and 
she frequently speaks to churches, retire-
ment communities, and other commu-
nity groups on dementia and caregiving.

A spousal caregiver for eight years, she 
trains congregations and other commu-
nity groups to be more comfortable and 
confident in serving families affected by 
dementia. Shulman’s workshops, Mary 
and Martha Caregiving and A New Pair of 
Glasses, cover the challenges of caregiving 
and offers hope to caregivers by providing 
new ways to reframe their experience.   n

Finding Sanctuary 
in the Midst of 
Alzheimer’s: A Spiritual 
Guide for Families 
Facing Dementia
By Elizabeth Shulman

Morgan James Publishing 
156 pages  $12.99

New Bible study offered for dementia 
caregivers and their churches
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By Lena Surzhko Harned 
The Conversation

A curious new church 
was dedicated on the 
outskirts of Moscow 
in June 2020: The 

Main Church of the Russian 
Armed Forces.

The massive, khaki-colored 
cathedral in a military theme 
park celebrates Russian might. 
It was originally planned to 
open on the 75th anniversary 
of the Soviet Union’s victory 
over Nazi Germany, in May 
2020, but was delayed due to 
the pandemic.

Conceived by the Russian 
defense minister after the 
country’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 
2014, the cathedral embodies the power-
ful ideology espoused by President Vlad-
imir Putin, with strong support from the 
Russian Orthodox Church.

The Kremlin’s vision of Russia con-
nects the state, military and the Russian 
Orthodox Church.

As a scholar of nationalism, I see this 
militant religious nationalism as one of 
the key elements in Putin’s motivation 
for the invasion of Ukraine, my native 
country. It also goes a long way in ex-
plaining Moscow’s behavior toward the 
collective “West” and the post-Cold War 
world order.

Angels and guns
The Church of the Armed Forces’ bell 

tower is 75 meters tall, symbolizing the 
75th anniversary of the end of World 
War II. The dome’s diameter is 19.45 
meters, marking the year of the victory: 
1945. A smaller dome is 14.18 meters, 
representing the 1,418 days the war last-
ed. Trophy weapons are melted into the 
floor so that each step is a blow to the 
defeated Nazis.

Frescoes celebrate Russia’s military 
might though history, from medieval 
battles to modern-day wars in Georgia 
and Syria. Archangels lead heavenly and 
earthly armies; Christ wields a sword 
and the Holy Mother, depicted as the 
Motherland, lends support.

‘Cradles’ of Christianity
The original plans for the frescoes in-

cluded a celebration of the Crimean oc-
cupation, with jubilant people holding a 
banner that read “Crimea is Ours” and 
“Forever with Russia.” In the final ver-
sion, the controversial “Crimea is Ours” 
was replaced by the more benign “We 
are together.”

When Russia annexed the Crimean 
peninsula from Ukraine in 2014, the 
Russian Orthodox Church celebrated, 
calling Crimea the “cradle” of Russian 
Christianity. This mythology draws 
on the medieval story of Prince Vladi-
mir, who converted to Christianity in 
the 10th century and was baptized in 
Crimea. The prince then imposed the 
faith on his subjects in Kyiv, and it 
spread from there.

The Russian Orthodox Church, also 
called the Moscow Patriarchate, has long 
claimed this event as its foundational 
story. The Russian Empire, which linked 
itself to the church, adopted this founda-
tional story as well.

‘Russian World’
Putin and the head of the Russian 

church, Patriarch Kirill, have resur-
rected these ideas about empire for the 
21st century in the form of the so-called 
“Russian World” — giving new meaning 
to a phrase that dates to medieval times.

In 2007, Putin created a Russian 
World Foundation, which was charged 
with promotion of Russian language and 
culture worldwide, such as a cultural 
project preserving interpretations of his-
tory approved by the Kremlin.

For church and state, the idea of 
“Russian World” encompasses a mission 
of making Russia a spiritual, cultural and 
political center of civilization to counter 
the liberal, secular ideology of the West. 
This vision has been 
used to justify policies 
at home and abroad.

The Great Patriotic 
War

Another planned 
mosaic depicted the 
celebrations of So-
viet forces’ defeat of 
Nazi Germany — the 
Great Patriotic War, as 
World War II is called 
in Russia. The im-
age included soldiers 
holding a portrait of 
Josef Stalin, the dicta-
tor who led the USSR 
during the war, among a crowd of deco-
rated veterans. This mosaic was report-
edly removed before the church’s open-
ing.

The Great Patriotic War has a special, 
even sacred, place in Russians’ views of 
history. The Soviet Union sustained im-
mense losses — 26 million lives is a con-
servative estimate. Apart from the sheer 
devastation, many Russians ultimately 
see the war as a holy one, in which So-
viets defended their motherland and the 
whole world from the evil of Nazism.

Under Putin, glo-
rification of the war 
and Stalin’s role in the 
victory have reached 
epic proportions. Na-
zism, for very good 
reasons, is seen as a 
manifestation of the 
ultimate evil.

The rhetoric of 
this militant religious 
nationalism has been 
on display as Russia 
threatened to and ul-
timately did invade 
Ukraine.

During a speech 
on Feb. 24, Putin bi-
zarrely called for the 
“de-nazification” of 

Ukraine. He also spoke of fraternal rela-
tionships between Russian and Ukraini-
an people and denied the existence of the 
Ukrainian state. In his view, Ukraine’s 
sovereignty is an example of extreme, 
chauvinistic nationalism.

Putin’s claim that Ukraine’s govern-
ment is run by Nazis is absurd. Howev-
er, the manipulation of this image makes 
sense in the framework of this ideology. 
Painting the government in Kyiv as evil 
helps to paint the war in Ukraine in 
black and white.

Messianic mission
Tangible geopolitical issues may be 

driving Putin’s war in Ukraine, but his 
actions also seem motivated by a desire 
to secure his own legacy. In his vision of 
“Great Russia,” restored to its former size 
and influence, Putin is a defender who 
must vanquish its enemies.

The Russian president himself 
appeared in earlier versions of the 
cathedral’s frescoes, along with Minister 

of Defense Sergei Shoigu and Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. 
However, the mosaic was removed 
after controversy, with Putin himself 
reportedly giving orders to take it down, 
saying it was too early to celebrate the 
country’s current leadership.

Patriarch Kirill, who has called 
Putin’s rule a “miracle of God,” said 
the new cathedral “holds the hope that 
future generations will pick up the 
spiritual baton from past generations 
and save the Fatherland from internal 

and external enemies.”
This volatile religious nationalism 

manifests itself in the militarism unfold-
ing in Ukraine.

On Feb. 24, the day the invasion 
began, Patriarch Kirill called for a swift 
resolution and protection of civilians 
in Ukraine, while reminding Orthodox 
Christians of the fraternal connection 
between the two nations. But he did not 
condemn the war itself and has referred 
to “evil forces” trying to destroy the uni-
ty of Russia and the Russian Orthodox 
Church.  n

Lena Surzhko Harned is assistant 
teaching professor of political science at 
Penn State University. This article was 
originally published at The Conversation 
(www.theconversation.com).
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Holy wars: How a cathedral of guns and glory symbolizes Putin’s Russia
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Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill, center, attends a ceremony 
consecrating the Cathedral of Russian Armed Forces outside Moscow. 

Photo/ASLuhn via Twitter 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, appears in a mosaic design 
for the church, but it was not installed after Putin reportedly 
said it was too early to celebrate the current leadership. 

“Johnson has laid  
the healing tools in our hands,  

and left instructions.  
This is how it starts.” 

— Cornelius Eady,  
Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize

“Only a poet  
can see this clearly,  

be this honest,  
and still hope this much.” 

— Douglas A. Blackmon,  
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize 

“An important history.” 
— Library Journal 
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Families Celebrate
Summer

Families Celebrate Summer is a colorful deck of 56 cards full of  
faith-based activities, rituals, reflections, and other ideas for families  

to try at home and on the go. Cards can be used all summer long.

Order today at augsburgfortress.org/familiescelebrate | 800-328-4648

RED 
for 

specific days

ORANGE 
for 

at-home fun

YELLOW 
for 

ideas during travel

GREEN 
for 

rituals to try

BLUE 
for 

acts of service

Last Day of School
Invite your friends to a School’s Out 

Bonfire to kick off the summer season 
around a fire pit, camp stove, or other 

fire. Roast marshmallows and burn 
school papers you won’t need anymore. 

After Jesus was resurrected, he met 
with two followers who described  

how their hearts were burning within 
them (Luke 24:32). Be sure to 

observe fire safety rules and keep  
a water hose nearby.

Boo-boo Blessings
Summers can be full of scrapes, bug 

bites, and blisters. Each time you stick 
a bandage over a summer injury, gently 
make the mark of the cross on top as 

you say this blessing:

God, bless and heal this boo-boo.
Amen.

Don’t forget to seal the blessing with a 
healing kiss near the sore spot.

Encouraging Chalk Walk
Follow the instructions of the apostle 
Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:11 and go 
on a mission to write uplifting notes 
to neighbors. Target walkways and 

driveways to write specific notes with 
sidewalk chalk for friends or inspire 

passersby with colorful messages like, 
“You’re not alone!” or “Have a great 

day!” Simple notes and happy drawings 
can turn around even the most  

difficult days.

Each card is color coded to show activity type: 

Makes a  
great gift for  

families in your  
congregation.

Perfect
for families 
with kids 
ages 3-12

https://go.augsburgfortress.org/families-celebrate?redirected=true

