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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A
t its first meeting with in-person attendance since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Episcopal Church Executive 
Council approved a 2022 churchwide budget relatively 
unaffected by the pandemic, staying the course while 

acknowledging that the coming years may bring significant changes 
to the church, culturally and financially.

Executive Council, which met Oct. 25-28 in Linthicum Heights, 
Md., with some members joining online, celebrated the perseverance 
of the church during the trials of the past year and a half, while 
acknowledging the disparities and disconnects exacerbated by the 
pandemic within the church.

Dioceses in the United States have been affected differently from 
non-U.S. dioceses, and the finances of churchwide and parish budgets 
have gone in opposite directions in many cases, council members said.

For the 2019-2021 triennium, there is a projected surplus of $15.9 
million. This reflects a number of factors unique to the COVID-19 
pandemic, including less staff travel, the receipt of $3 million in 
federal Paycheck Protection Program funds, and postponement of 
General Convention.

Deducting the expected $2.5 million cost of next year’s 80th General 
Convention from this surplus, the remaining $13.4 million will be 
put into investments and short-term reserves, Finance Committee 
Chair the Rev. Mally Lloyd said.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry cautioned that calling it a “surplus” 
could be misleading, though it does create an “opportunity to do 

something both creative and helpful for the church.” If a “surplus” 
exists, it isn’t because the church is “flush” with cash but because it 
reduced expenses during the pandemic, he said.

“That may be the wrong word,” Curry said. “We tightened our belt. 
Actually, we lost weight, institutionally. We did everything we could 
to squeeze everything out of every dollar we had.”

Income from dioceses, trusts, investments and other sources has 
remained in line with expectations, but the full impact of the pandemic 
on the coming year remains uncertain. The Finance Committee 
recommended a 2022 budget with 
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Executive Council 
approves 2022 budget, 
increases assistance to 

latin american dioceses

continued on page 7

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

B
ishop Jim Curry was driv-
ing his Toyota Highland-
er south down Interstate 
95 on Nov. 15 toward 

Washington, D.C., with two col-
leagues on board. The vehicle 
was towing a trailer loaded with 
their essential cargo: a traditional 
blacksmithing forge.

Curry, a founding member of 
Bishops United Against Gun Vio-
lence, and his Connecticut-based 
crew were on their way to ap-
pear the next day on Capitol Hill 
to demonstrate how they melt 
down guns and turn them into 

gardening tools. The nonprofit he 
co-founded in 2017, Swords to 
Plowshares Northeast, is centered 
on the process.

The organization takes its name 
from a passage from Isaiah 2:4 — 
“They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks.” Swords to Plow-
shares promotes gun safety with 
a visual, tangible ministry that 
Curry said is both practical and 
symbolic.

“When we started evangeliz-
ing and talking to police depart-
ments and communities around 
the country and we could show 
them the actual transformation, 

Bishop, blacksmithing crew melt guns for garden tools  
in Swords to Plowshares demonstration

continued on page 6

Due to U.S. Postal Service delays, subscribers may receive  
Episcopal Journal later than usual.
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The first Christmas
In “The Adoration of the Shepherds,” James Tissot (1836-1902) paints 
Mary and the baby Jesus in expressive, luminous white clothing, 
reflecting light on Joseph and the shepherds and on the browns of 
the grotto, the earth and Mary’s simple bed roll. While some of these 
working men register their wonder with their hands upraised, others 
proffer modest gifts of livestock and loaded baskets.

Photo/David Deutsch

Bishop Jim Curry, right, retired bishop suffragan of the Diocese of 
Connecticut, guides Washington Bishop Mariann Budde in hammering 
and shaping the metal of a former gun into a garden tool on Capitol Hill. 

O holy night
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By Andrew ML Dietsche

I THINk THAT 
MOST Episcopalians 
in the Diocese of New 
York are aware of the 
long association of 
the writer Madeleine 
L’Engle with our dioc-

esan Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
For some 40 years, she was the librar-

ian of the cathedral library in Diocesan 
House, and after her death in 2007, the 
library was designated a National Liter-
ary Landmark, and there is a plaque on 
the wall of the building to declare it.

Now she is buried in the columbari-
um in the Chapel of Saint Ansgar in the 
cathedral, and when I am wandering or 
pacing in the church, thinking about 
the things I have to think about, I will 
often go into the columbarium and lay 
my hand on the stone behind which she 
and her husband rest, and marvel at the 
mind and spirit which touched so many 
young minds and spirits.

I didn’t grow up with Madeleine’s 
books. No one told me about her. But 
my wife Margaret knew. “A Wrinkle in 
Time” and “The Arm of the Starfish,” 
and so many others of her books, were 
favorites of Margaret’s when she was 
growing up, as they were both written 
for children and at the same time so pro-
foundly intelligent.

Through imaginative stories, Mad-
eleine introduced children, whether they 
were aware of it or not, both to the deep 
currents of the Christian faith and to the 
miracles and wonders of science. 

When Margaret and I had our own 
daughters, Margaret introduced them to 
these wonderful books on which she had 
been raised and watched as their minds 
and imaginations were so brilliantly 
opened, which is the power of really 

good books.
On the morning that Madeleine 

died, Don Lundquist, who was on the 
cathedral staff at that time, sent an email 
to the cathedral and bishop’s staffs, to 
inform us of her passing, 
and attached a pho-
tograph of Mad-
eleine, from long 
ago, working at her 
desk in the cathedral 
library.

By then, my 
daughter Meghan 
had become the buyer 
of children’s books at 
BookPeople, an inde-
pendent bookstore in 
Austin, Texas, so I for-
warded the message and 
picture on to her. With- in 30 minutes, 
Meghan had enlarged and printed the 
picture, and gathered all Madeleine’s 
books from the shelves, and erected a 
commemorative display — really, a shrine 
— in the bookstore. You 
could do no less.

The ideas and stories 
to which we introduce 
our children — both our 
own children, if we have 
them, and the children 
in our congregations 
— will shape them and 
move them and teach 
them what to care about 
and what not to care about.

If those ideas and stories are smart 
and sacred and funny and moving and 
troubling and challenging, our children 
will become smart and sacred and funny 
and moving and troubling and challeng-
ing, too.

They will grow up to become interest-
ing people we will want to know. And 
then they will teach their children too, 

and this is how the 
world goes on and 
remains more and 
more a place worth 
the trouble.

I think that the 
longer we live the 
harder it is to re-
member what our 
minds were like 

when we were children, or how 
we thought about the things we 
thought about. We will certain-
ly remember things we did and 
things which were done to us 
or for us.

But any remembrance of 
the desires and hopes and 

fears and confu-
sions of our own 
childhoods will 
necessarily be now 
so encumbered by 
our growing up, 
that it may be im-
possible for us to 
see again, even in 
glimpses, through 
our own younger 

eyes and with our own younger 
spirits. And this is a terrible loss.

I look through old drawers and 
find the shells and rocks and bones 
and pinecones and feathers, and also 
the bottle caps and random nuts and 
bolts and discarded shards of col-

ored glass, that I picked up and carried 
home in my pockets when I was little 
and wonder now what talismans these 
things had been for me. I take up chil-
dren’s books I read 60 years ago and try 
to read them again, but the thread that 
tied me to these stories has been broken.

So, thanks be to God for those few, like 
Madeleine L’Engle, who never forgot, 
and who could write to and for children 

in their very best selves. And who shows 
us, when we re-read her books, the 
magic and mystery and wonder, and the 
possibility of the impossible, and “the 
substance of things hoped for and the 
evidence of things not seen,” that make 
up the fabric of children’s spirituality.

C.S. Lewis could write about the oth-
er, amazing world behind the back of the 
closet — which children always suspected 
was there anyway — and take them there, 
to the land of Narnia and Aslan the Lion, 
and talk to them of God in language they 
already instinctively knew and then bring 
them back different and better.

The Harry Potter books unfold a 
world in which magic is real and any-
thing can happen at any time, and the 
world is both wonderful and tragic, very 
good but sometimes evil, and that is part 
of childhood too, and it is how children 
come to the stories of the Bible.

I think that it is precisely this capacity 
for amazement, and longing for adven-
ture, and desire to see the never-before-
seen and yearning to do the never-before-
done, and also the broken-heartedness 
and the fears, and the wide, shining eyes 
of laughter and sorrow, which are already 
present in every kid — these are their 
spiritual riches.

I think it is our call and responsibility 
as Christian educators to make a space 
in the thicket of the world and let them 
lead us there, where the Holy Spirit may 
come and be among us to gather all that 
up and slowly reveal to all the little ones 
the Christ they already incredibly, won-
derfully intuit. And walk alongside them 
forever.   n

Andrew ML Dietsche is the diocesan 
bishop of the Diocese of New York. 
This article was originally published 
in the Episcopal New Yorker (www.
episcopalnewyorker.org). 

      From ThE EdiTor’S dESk 
BISHOP ANDREW Dietsche’s 
reflection, above, on child-
hood, the magic of reading and 
the passage of time, inspires 
thoughts of how differently we 
celebrate Christmas as we age. 

People say “Christmas is for 
children” with genuine affec-

tion over an adorable church Nativity pageant or 
the kids’ cries of delight over the presents Santa 
brought.

Dietsche doesn’t come right out and say it 
in his essay, but there is surely this takeaway — 
in the midst of presents made of electronics or 
plastic, give a child a book for Christmas. In my 
house, my brother and I would often be lost in 
our gift books well before our aunt and grandpar-
ents arrived and the roast turkey and sides were 
on the table.  

Christmas changes as we move into adulthood 
and might direct that Nativity pageant or sing 
in the adult choir. At home, we are now hosting 
the dinner and exchanging grownup-to-grownup 
gifts in addition to wrapping toys. 

As our children grow, they graduate from 

the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve service to the evening 
service and eventually clamor to stay up for 
midnight mass (which in today’s church could 
take place anywhere from 9 p.m. on).

Christmas in the middle ages (ours, not the 
Renaissance) sees another shift in holiday com-
memorations. Perhaps the young adult couples 
are hosting now, with children of their own, 
equally excited over seeing baby Jesus in the 
crèche and imagining Santa on the roof. 

In the older years, we may say “Christmas is 
for children” with a rueful sense that Christmas 
joy has become muted, perhaps more hassle and 
less festive. Perhaps staying for that late service 
doesn’t seem so attractive and who has the abil-
ity or will to put up all those lights and decora-
tions? A small tree on a window sill or mantel 
will do. 

At every age, however, the true magic of 
Christmas lies in the unquenchable expression of 
hope, in the story of a baby being born in very 
humble circumstances who is destined to change 
the world. So celebrate Christmas quietly or rau-
cously, with a smile or a sigh — but remember to 
give someone a book.    n  
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopal clergy and other local 
faith leaders led a daily ministry 
of peaceful witness and prayer 
outside the Glynn County 

Courthouse in Brunswick, Ga., during 
the trial of three white men charged in 
the Feb. 23, 2020, killing of Black jogger 
Ahmaud Arbery.

About 75 clergy members are con-
nected to the interfaith group, Glynn 
Clergy for Equity, which began forming 
last year amid the initial public outcry 
over Arbery’s killing.

They began regularly appearing out-
side the courthouse when jury selection 
commenced on Oct. 18. About 15 mem-
bers came to pray Nov. 5 before lawyers 
delivered their opening statements, and 
continued to gather throughout the trial.

“We want to be able to provide a pres-
ence at the courthouse, showing a sense 
of solidarity and unity,” the Rev. De-
Wayne Cope, rector of St. Athanasius’ 
Episcopal Church in downtown Bruns-
wick, said in an interview with ENS.

The national outrage over Arbery’s 
killing became part of a broader reck-
oning in 2020 with racial injustice, es-
pecially the killings of unarmed African 
Americans by police officers and white 
vigilantes. 

Much of the scrutiny on Glynn 
County focused on how long it took au-
thorities to charge the suspects. Gregory 
McMichael, a former investigator for 
the local prosecutor’s office, and his son, 
Travis McMichael, told investigators 
that they had chased Arbery, 25, in a 
pickup truck and shot him after suspect-
ing him of being tied to recent break-ins 

in the area. They weren’t arrested until 
early May, after cellphone video surfaced 
that appeared to show Travis McMichael 
shoot Arbery with a shotgun.

The McMichaels now are standing 
trial on murder charges, along with 
a neighbor, William Bryan, who had 
joined the McMichaels in confronting 
Arbery and recorded the shooting with 
his phone camera. The trial is expected 
to last two weeks.

The Rev. Willetta McGowen, a deacon 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Bruns-
wick, is among the members of Glynn 
Clergy for Equity who have regularly 
gathered outside the courthouse for the 
past three weeks during jury selection. 
She told ENS she wants to show her sup-
port for Arbery’s family. “It’s really been a 
roller coaster for them,” McGowen said.

“One of his aunts, she’s really angry, 
and I really can’t blame her. She doesn’t 
understand how this could have hap-
pened, especially in Brunswick. Her 
family has just been so painfully impact-
ed, and she just couldn’t understand why 

these three men would have wanted to 
kill their nephew. He’s just jogging in the 
neighborhood.”

Glynn County clergy members unit-
ed in responding to the case nearly from 
the beginning. On the day of the arrests 
in May 2020, 29 local religious and civic 
leaders, including six Episcopal priests, is-
sued a statement lamenting “the tragic and 
senseless loss of a precious human life.”

“We know of no explanation for this 
lack of justice,” they wrote. “The failure 
of leadership within the Glynn County 
Police Department to immediately refer 
this case to the Georgia Bureau of In-
vestigation is a stain on our community. 
Our elected officials must not accept the 
status quo. It is time for positive change.”

Cope was not a part of the group at 
the time, as he was serving at St. Paul’s 
Rock Creek Episcopal Church in Wash-
ington, D.C. He took over as rector 
as St. Athanasius’ in July 2020. In an 
interview with ENS, he acknowledged 

initially feeling apprehensive about fac-
ing a potentially tumultuous atmosphere 
in Brunswick, but the community’s soli-
darity reassured him.

“Everybody was really trying to come 
together and say that hopefully nothing 
like this should have to happen again 
and changes need to be made here in 
Brunswick, Georgia,” Cope said.

Since the murder, voters have re-
placed the district attorney who faced 
criticism for her handling of the Arbery 
case. She was defeated in the November 
2020 election. And in July 2021, Glynn 
County hired its first Black police chief.

Churches and synagogues can play an 
important role in engaging the commu-
nity in difficult conversations on race, 
McGowen said, but faith leaders first 
had to expand their own awareness of 
the racial divide. “First we had to under-
stand each other,” she said.

The clergy members took steps toward 

Georgia clergy lead ministry of prayer, witness during ahmaud arbery trial

Photo/South Georgia Conference of The UMC

Glynn Clergy for Equity posted this sign at 
the Ahmaud Arbery trial.

Diocese of Olympia

T
he bishop of the 
Diocese of Olympia 
(Wash.), Greg Rickel, 
posted a statement on 

the diocesan website (www.
ecww.org) after kyle Ritten-
house on Nov. 19 was found 
not guilty by reason of self-
defense, stemming from his 
killing of two persons and wounding 
a third at a demonstration last year in 
kenosha, Wisc. These are excerpts from 
Rickel’s statement:

I was saddened to learn of the verdict 
today in the trial of kyle Rittenhouse. 
The incident brought to the surface 
many of the issues that our country wres-
tles with — and all-too-often attempts 
to ignore — around racial justice, white 
vigilantism, and gun violence.

Rittenhouse came to kenosha, heav-
ily armed, as part of a mob of white men 
to stop the protests for racial justice and 
took two lives. Under the auspices of 
protecting property, he came prepared 
to commit violent acts and did just that.

As the prosecutor stated, there is a dif-
ference in defending yourself from vio-
lence perpetrated against you, and you 
creating the situation in order for you to 
do it.

It has been widely observed that we 
have two legal systems in this country — 
one for white men, and one for everyone 
else. Many have suggested that if Ritten-
house had been Black, the verdict would 
have been drastically different.

I would go further — when you 
watch the videos of that night, I would 
say if Rittenhouse had been Black, he 
most likely would not have come out 
of that night alive. A young white man 
brazenly carrying an automatic weapon 
through city streets was virtually ignored 
by law enforcement.

In these same days we are witnessing 

the trial of the ambush of Ah-
maud Arbery, a Black man, 
in Brunswick, Ga. And even 
with all the accused admit-
ting that Arbery was unarmed 
and ultimately not threaten-
ing them, and all evidence 
pointing to Arbery trying to 
flee the scene unarmed, this 
case hangs in this unjust bal-
ance as well.

In both cases, we see self-appointed 
vigilantes taking justice into their own 
hands. If it can happen to these folks, it 
can just as easily happen to any of us.

But, the point is, mostly it doesn’t 
— especially if we are white, if we are 
privileged, if we have enough money to 
defend ourselves. 

We know that incarceration rates for 
Black Americans is five times the rate of 
white Americans, and for Latin Americans 
it is 1.3 times higher. According to the 
ACLU, women who kill their abusers will 
spend an average of 15 years in prison, while 
men who kill their spouses spend two to six 
years in prison. Men from Indigenous com-
munities are four times more likely to be 
incarcerated than white men, while Indig-
enous women are six time more likely.

Justice is supposed to be blind, but 
time and time again, our justice system 
has been proven to favor white men. It is 
severely out of balance.

I pray for all involved in this case, in-
cluding kyle Rittenhouse. I pray for all 
the victims of gun violence. I pray for 
our country and for our justice system. 
There is so much that needs to change.

Let’s engage and act so that we may see 
a more just system going forward. To get 
involved in making our criminal justice 
system equitable, you can see what steps 
the Episcopal Church’s Office of Govern-
ment Relations recommends at www.
episcopalchurch.org/ogr.

Blessings,
+Greg

western bishop speaks out on rittenhouse verdict

Rickel

I
n his Nov. 13 ad-
dress to the 245th 
Convention of the 
Diocese of New 

York, Bishop Andrew 
M.L. Dietsche, 16th 
bishop of New York, 
called for the election 
of a bishop coadjutor 
to replace him and be-
come the diocese’s 17th bishop.

“Four days ago, I turned 68 … And 
last month I passed the 20th anniversary 
of my coming … to serve the Diocese of 
New York, initially as canon pastor. And 
six days from today will mark 10 years 
since you elected me bishop,” said Di-
etsche in his convention address delivered 
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.

“These are significant milestones for 
me, and they necessarily invite reflec-
tion and introspection. The writer of the 
Book of Ecclesiastes wrote, ‘I have seen 
the business that God has given to ev-
eryone to be busy with. He has made ev-
erything suitable for its time; moreover 
he has put a sense of past and future into 

their minds.’ Past and future have come 
to me at midnight and awakened with 
me in the morning, and I have learned 
from those nighttime meditations how 
to pay attention to the times and the 
changes, and to be at peace.”

His retirement, Dietsche said, is not 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
And he said, he will be 70 years old and 
will have served 12 years as bishop by 
the time of his successor’s installation.

“This timing seems right. It will be a 
blessing for Margaret (his wife) and me, 
and, also, I believe honors the trust which 
you put in me when you called me to this 
ministry. But be sure that I have no in-
tention of becoming a lame duck. I will 
continue to be the bishop of New York as 
long as I am the bishop of New York, and 
I very much hope to hand over as healthy 
a diocese as I can to my successor.”

The bishop coadjutor election is sched-
uled for Dec. 3, 2022. The consecration 
is scheduled for May 20, 2023. The in-
stallation of the 17th bishop of New York 
is planned for March 16, 2024.

— Episcopal News Service

new York bishop calls for election of coadjutor, 
announces retirement

Dietsche

continued on page 5



4 Episcopal Journal    December 2021

      around ThE ChurCh

By Kirk Petersen 
The Living Church

Bishop william Sanders
William Evan Sanders, the eighth bishop of Ten-

nessee and first bishop of East Tennessee, died in 
Nashville on Nov. 18 at the age of 101. At the time of 
his death, he was the church’s senior bishop in terms 
of length of service.

Shortly before his 98th birthday, Sanders attended, 
vested, and processed at the consecration of the fifth 
and current bishop of East Tennessee, Brian Cole.

“He loomed large in the story of the Episcopal 
witness in this state and in this region,” Cole said. 
“I think in ways he didn’t realize, he has blessed this 
generation simply by his presence that day.”

Until the 1980s, the Diocese of Tennessee encom-
passed the entire state. As bishop of Tennessee from 
1977 to 1985, Sanders oversaw the partition into 
three dioceses.

West Tennessee was created in 1983 and East Ten-
nessee in 1985. Sanders chose to become the first 
bishop in knoxville-based East Tennessee, resigning 
as bishop of the continuing Diocese of Tennessee. He 
continued as bishop of East Tennessee until retiring 
in 1992.

Sanders established two major programs during 
his episcopacy. Venture in Mission supported church 
growth, urban ministries and companionship funding 
for the Anglican and Episcopal churches in Costa Rica, 
Haiti and Central Africa. The Opportunity Fund pro-
gram provided funds for a new diocesan center, congre-
gational development and social ministry.

Sanders was born Dec. 25, 1919, in Natchez, Miss. 
He grew up in Nashville, obtaining his master’s of di-
vinity at Sewanee: The University of the South. He 

was ordained as 
priest in 1946. He 
served as a dea-
con at St. Paul’s 
in Chattanooga, 
and from 1946 
to 1962 he was 
assistant, and 
later dean, at the 
Cathedral of St. 
Mary in Mem-
phis. Sanders also 
earned a master’s 
of sacred theology 
from Union Semi-
nary.

He was conse-
crated bishop coadjutor in 1962, serving in that role 
for 15 years before becoming bishop of Tennessee 
upon the retirement of Bishop John Vander Horst in 
1977.

Sanders married kathryn Cowan Schaffer in 1951, 
and they had four children. She predeceased him in 
1999, and in 2005 Sanders married Marlin Jones 
Phythyon, who has three daughters. 

Bishop alex d. dickson, Jr. 
Alex D. Dickson, Jr., the first bishop of West Ten-

nessee who after retirement left the Episcopal Church 
to join the Anglican Church in North America 
(ACNA), died Nov. 14 at the age of 95.

At the time of his death, Dickson was bishop in 
residence at St. Michael’s Church, an ACNA diocese 
in Charleston, S.C. 

The Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee was cre-
ated in 1982 as the first step of a plan to split the state 

into three dioceses. Dickson was elected on the 33rd 
ballot from a slate of 13 candidates at the first dioc-
esan convention in January 1983. 

At the time of his election, he was rector and head-
master of All Saints Episcopal School in Vicksburg, 
Miss., and had served parishes in Mississippi for 10 
years before joining the school in 1968.

He served on the churchwide Executive Council, 
as a deputy to three General Conventions, and in a 
variety of diocesan and churchwide roles before his 
consecration in West Tennessee.

As bishop, he oversaw the 
early years of St. Columba 
Episcopal Camp and Re-
treat Center in Memphis. 
He helped found the Shelby 
County Interfaith Associa-
tion, a social activism group.

He was opposed to the or-
dination of gay people. At the 
1991 General Convention, 
he helped defeat a resolution 
that would have provided that “all members shall have 
equal access to the selection process for ordination in 
this church.” He retired as bishop of West Tennessee 
in 1995.

After serving in World War II, he received a bach-
elor’s degree from the University of Mississippi, and a 
master’s of divinity degree from the University of the 
South in Sewanee, Tenn. He was ordained as deacon 
and priest in 1958.

He is survived by his second wife, Jane Graham 
Carter, whom he married in 1999. He was prede-
ceased in 1995 by his first wife, Charnelle, with 
whom he had three sons, six grandchildren, and 13 
great-grandchildren. He also was predeceased by his 
son Alex III.  n 

OBiTuAriEs

E
piscopal Migration Ministries 
(EMM), the refugee resettlement and 
migration ministry of the Episcopal 
Church, has been awarded two major 

grants to support its work helping resettle Af-
ghan refugees and other asylum seekers.

EMM is one of 15 new grantees award-
ed a total of $1.2 million by Community 
Sponsorship Hub and a coalition of private 
funders, and one of nine core 
resettlement agencies award-
ed a total of $2.5 million by 
the Welcome Fund.

“We are grateful to Com-
munity Sponsorship Hub 
and the Welcome Fund for 
their generous contributions to help in this 
vital humanitarian work,” said kendall Mar-
tin, senior communications manager for 
EMM. “Donations from these agencies, as 
well as the many individuals and churches 
that support EMM, help us better serve ar-
riving Afghans and those seeking asylum.”

The Welcome Fund grant will go to sup-
port housing for the Afghans that EMM helps 
resettle. EMM works in public partnership 
with the U.S. government to help with re-
settlement and other direct services through a 
network of 11 affiliates around the U.S.

The Welcome Fund was created by the 
non-profit Welcome.US to ensure Afghans 
and others fleeing their homelands are sup-
ported and connected to welcoming com-
munities across the United States.

Funding from Community Sponsorship 

Hub will support Neighbor to Neighbor, an 
EMM program that connects asylum seekers 
with an Episcopal congregation or other faith 
group that serves as a community sponsor.

Established in 2021 and based in New 
York, Community Sponsorship Hub is a 
non-profit dedicated to developing the role of 
communities in the protection, resettlement, 
and integration of refugees and other forcibly 

displaced people
“For more than 80 years, 

long before the United States 
established the formal refugee 
resettlement program, Epis-
copalians, congregations, and 
dioceses have been welcom-

ing those seeking safety and protection,” said 
Allison Duvall, senior manager for church re-
lations and engagement.

“The legal process to be granted asylum is 
long and arduous, and while these neighbors 
of ours await a legal resolution to their request 
for protection, they have no access to public 
benefits, and oftentimes wait months before 
they receive work authorization,” Duvall said.

“This is where Episcopalians step up to re-
spond, answering the question at the end of 
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan: ‘Which 
of these was a neighbor?’ Episcopalians show 
mercy and loving-kindness by being neigh-
bors to our siblings seeking asylum,” she said.

More information about EMM can be 
found at www.episcopalmigrationminis-
tries.org. 

— office of Public Affairs

migration ministry receives major grants
for afghan work
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Bishop Sanders, 97, at the 
consecration of Bishop Brian Cole, 
his successor’s successor’s successor’s 
successor. 

Photo/Diocese of South Carolina

Dickson

G
athering of Leaders 
(GOL) has been awarded 
a two-year, $200,000 
grant from Trinity Church 

Wall Street for the 
Network of Net-
works: Same Mis-
sion, New Methods 
growth and impact 
plan.

The vision of 
Network of Net-
works is a vibrant community of 
creative, entrepreneurial, hope-
filled, and proven faith leaders 
from all areas of ministry sharing 
and collaborating on mission and 
evangelism both relationally and 
digitally, while providing resourc-
es and inspiration for individuals 
and communities outside the net-
works.

GOL has connected clergy 
leaders since 2006, and as their 
ministries move and change, so 
does GOL’s impact on the wider 
church. Currently GOL has par-
ticipants in 43 states, Canada, 
France, Italy, and the United 
kingdom, as well as participants 
actively deployed as chaplains in 
the US military.

Initial use of the Network of 
Networks grant will recruit for 
and pilot a lay leader gathering 
in partnership with the Episcopal 

Church Foundation and a bivoca-
tional clergy gathering in coordi-
nation with the Iona Collabora-
tive. The first lay leader gathering 

will take place in 
June 2022 with the 
bivocational gath-
ering later that year.

To properly fa-
cilitate the addition 
of these new net-
works, GOL will 

engage Learning ForTE in a dis-
covery process to find or build an 
online community platform that 
will allow for discussion threads, re-
source sharing, and virtual meet up 
capabilities. As the networks grow 
and hold in-person events that are 
crucial to making the connections 
of hope-filled leadership thrive, 
the digital platform will allow for 
conversation and connections to be 
maintained in between these events 
and across the different networks.

This platform will also allow for 
shared ideas and resources to be 
curated and made publicly avail-
able for individuals and congre-
gations in the wider church who 
may not be in a GOL network, 
spreading the missional impact 
of the innovative leadership and 
ideas being generated by those in 
the networks.

— Episcopal News Service

Gathering of leaders receives leadership grant
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A
ll Saints’ Episcopal Church in 
Fort Worth, Texas, has filed 
for bankruptcy protection, 
partly citing the “bad faith and 

scorched-earth tactics” of the Anglican 
Church in North America’s Fort Worth 
diocese, which in April took possession 
of the Episcopal congregation’s church 
and rectory.

All Saints’, with about 1,500 mem-
bers and annual plate and pledge revenue 
of $1.5 million, is the largest and best-
resourced congregation in the diocese 
now known as the Episcopal Church in 
North Texas, formerly the Diocese of 
Fort Worth.

On Oct. 15, officials from the An-
glican Church in North America, or 
ACNA, sent a letter to Frost Bank re-
questing possession of All Saints’ ac-
counts with the bank. The bank declined 
that request but responded by freezing 
the accounts, the Rev. Christopher Jam-
bor, All Saints’ rector, said in an Oct. 22 
declaration filed in bankruptcy court.

ACNA “has refused to withdraw its 
demand on Frost Bank, and Frost Bank 
has refused to unfreeze” the accounts, 
Jambor said in his written declaration, 
filed in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Northern District of Texas. His con-
gregation now “is unable to collect and 
remit funds or pay its employees.”

In an interview with Episcopal News 
Service, Jambor said his church’s bank-
ruptcy case is not an indication of long-
term insolvency. Rather, All Saints’ is 
seeking some “breathing space” as it, as 
the debtor, asks the court’s help in de-
termining what personal and financial 
property rightfully must be turned over 

to its creditors.
“Our biggest creditor, so to speak, the 

guy knocking on the door demanding 
payment, is the ACNA group, and the 
payment is ‘everything you’ve got,’” he 
said. “This gives us a bit of respite, so we 
can work out the details in federal bank-
ruptcy court.”

Most of All 
Saints’ financial 
resources and 
several addi-
tional real estate 
properties are 
held by a non-
profit corpora-
tion that was 
not a party to 
the lawsuit won 
by ACNA. The 
ACNA diocese 
is seeking some 
of those hold-
ings as well, 
Jambor said, in 
addition to the 
vacated church 
and rectory, which had been held in trust 
by the Episcopal diocese.

All Saints’ was one of six Episcopal 
congregations evicted from their wor-
ship spaces in April after the Fort Worth-
based diocese lost its 12-year legal battle 
to ACNA this February.

In 2008, a majority of clergy and lay 
leaders in the former Episcopal Diocese 
of Fort Worth voted to leave the Epis-
copal Church over disagreements about 
the ordination of women and LGBTQ+ 
people. 

Most congregations that remained in 
the Episcopal Church found new places 
to worship after the split, but six con-
gregations in Fort Worth, Hillsboro and 

Wichita Falls, Texas, remained in their 
buildings.

After those six were evicted this year, 
all but one found temporary homes 
and resumed worship. All Saints’ began 
worshipping in the chapel at All Saints’ 
Episcopal School, which is on a separate 

campus from 
the congrega-
tion’s former 
church prop-
erty. The school 
was not part of 
the lawsuit. An 
ACNA congre-
gation moved 
into the church 
building and 
has begun wor-
shipping there.

The Episco-
pal Church’s 
diocese lost 
more than $100 
million in dioc-
esan property to 
ACNA, which 

prevailed in the Texas Supreme Court 
in May 2020. The U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to take up the case in February.

In August, the Episcopal Church 
agreed to pay the ACNA diocese $4.5 
million, covering legal costs accrued by 
ACNA in the court case. Since then, 
Episcopal congregations and ACNA 
congregations have continued to argue 

in a lower court over what other prop-
erty needs to be turned over to ACNA.

“We’ve been trying to work with them 
for literally months,” Suzanne Gill, the 
ACNA diocese’s communication direc-
tor, said in an interview with ENS. “At a 
certain point we need to ask authorities 
to take steps so this will be brought to 
a conclusion. We’ve been at this a very 
long time.”

The Episcopal Church in North Texas 
counters that it is following court or-
ders, which specify that ACNA is only 
entitled to property — including bank 
account balances — from the date that 
the Episcopal Church filed its lawsuit, 
April 14, 2009.

“As far as we know, we have complied 
with everything we have been told to 
do. We have given them everything we 
have been told to give them related to 
that initial [Texas] Supreme Court judg-
ment,” katie Sherrod, the North Texas 
communication director, told ENS.

North Texas filed a court motion on 
Oct. 20 on behalf of four of the six con-
gregations evicted this year, estimating 
they had $274,000 in financial assets in 
April 2009. Most of that money was in 
a reserve account for maintenance of St. 
Luke’s in the Meadow in Fort Worth. 
The diocese said it can turn that amount 
over to ACNA if the court accepts that 
figure as what is owed.

The All Saints’ bankruptcy proceed-
ings will be handled separately.   n
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All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Fort Worth is now 
worshipping at its school. 

establishing a more formal coalition in 
fall 2020, under the working name Glynn 
Clergy for Equity, and decided to seek 
help in fostering conversations within 
their congregations and the community.

“We needed to do a better job of 
building relationships across some of the 
things that divide us, namely race,” the 
Rev. Tom Purdy, rector of Christ Church 
Frederica, told ENS. Christ Church is a 
mostly white Episcopal congregation 
that worships just east of Brunswick on 
St. Simon’s Island.

The Diocese of Georgia gave $10,000 
to the effort, out of the $75,000 ap-
proved in July 2020 by the Episcopal 
Church Executive Council to support 
the diocese’s racial reconciliation efforts. 
“This has permitted us to not only fur-
ther the work in Glynn County, but to 
more broadly engage the diocese in the 
work of racial reconciliation and justice,” 
Georgia Bishop Frank Logue said in a 
written statement to ENS.

The diocesan money helped the clergy 
group hire Dietra Hawkins, an Atlanta-
based racial equity consultant, who in 
October 2020 began leading the group 

in a series of online discussions on iden-
tifying the roots of oppression, under-
standing power dynamics, recognizing 
racial micro-aggressions and fostering 
dialogue in the community to promote 
racial healing.

Though the Zoom sessions were lim-
ited to clergy members, the goal was to 
follow up with a plan to “bring this down 
to the congregation level,” Purdy said. 
Inspired by the trainings, the group held 
three “equity dinners” this year, at which 
clergy and members of their congrega-
tions were encouraged to discuss their 
experiences with racism and inequality.

The first was held in person on June 
24 at Temple Beth Tefilloh, a Jewish 
synagogue in Brunswick. Some white 
participants said they had not been fully 
aware of the racism and discrimination 
that continue to affect African Ameri-
cans, said Cope, whose church is pre-
dominantly Black.

“You don’t know how bad it is until 
you hear some of these stories that are 
still happening,” Cope said. “What hap-
pened to Ahmaud was not a blip on the 
radar.” Though not always violent or 
deadly, instances of racial injustice “are 
happening to people on a daily basis.”   n
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these weapons of death into instruments 
of life, it’s just been an amazing process,” 
Curry told Episcopal News Service. 
“People really get it.”

Curry retired in 2014 as bishop suf-
fragan in the Diocese of Connecticut. He 
now serves as chief blacksmith for Swords 
to Plowshares, demonstrating his skills 
with a hammer and anvil at gun buy-
back events across the Northeast 
and helping the nonprofit destroy 
about 800 guns in four years.

More were melted down Nov. 
16 when Curry and the black-
smithing crew fired up the forge 
during the noon hour outside the 
Lutheran Church of the Refor-
mation, about a block and a half 
from the U.S. Capitol.

Sen. Richard Blumenthal and 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, both Demo-
crats from Connecticut, attended 
the demonstration and participat-
ed in part of the process of melting 
and reshaping the former weap-
ons. Washington Bishop Mari-
anne Budde also joined them.

The organization’s ministry is 
deeply rooted in Connecticut, 
where lawmakers and Episcopal 
leaders were moved to action on gun re-
forms by the December 2012 massacre 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, which left 20 children and six 
educators dead. Curry recalls respond-
ing to the scene of the shooting that day 
with Connecticut Bishop Ian Douglas 
and Bishop Suffragan Laura Ahrens.

“Quite frankly, you don’t live through 
that without your lives changing,” Curry 
said.

In the aftermath of the Newtown trag-
edy, the Connecticut bishops joined with 
bishops in other dioceses that were griev-
ing mass shootings and formed Bishops 
United Against Gun Violence. The net-

work, with more than 100 member bish-
ops, now is a leading churchwide voice 
of advocacy for gun safety legislation 
and common sense precautions, like gun 
locks and safes. The bishops also memori-
alize the victims of gun violence and offer 
prayers and pastoral care to survivors.

In Washington, the Episcopal 
Church’s advocacy is led by the Office of 
Government Relations, which has advo-
cated this year for passage of legislation 

that would strengthen and expand back-
ground checks for gun purchases.

The House passed two such bills this 
year, but they have since stalled in the 
Senate. “A majority of Americans rec-
ognize the urgent need for gun reform,” 
the Office of Government Relations said 
in an action alert to its Episcopal Public 
Policy Network.

The agency’s advocacy follows Episco-
pal policy positions established by Gen-
eral Convention in resolutions dating to 
1976 that call for legislation to address 
the problem of gun violence.

Raising awareness of those positions 
is one goal of Swords to Plowshares, and 

the demonstration on Nov. 16 in Wash-
ington was arranged to draw the atten-
tion of lawmakers, news outlets and 
passersby on Capitol Hill.

“The biblical promise of swords be-
ing turned into plowshares was reenacted 
today. Our hope is that we can all help 
to build a more peaceful world,” Lindsey 
Warburton, a policy analyst with the Of-
fice of Government Relations, said in an 
emailed statement to ENS. “We are glad 

to support Swords to Plowshares, 
the work of Bishops United against 
Gun Violence, and advocacy to 
the U.S. government to ensure 
our communities do not suffer any 
more from gun violence.”

The mobile blacksmithing forge 
that Curry and his team used is 
fired by propane, and their black-
smithing tools include hammers, 
tongs, chisels and anvils. They take 
the barrels of rifles, pistols and 
shotguns, heat them in the forge 
and then reshape the malleable 
metal into hand tools.

Trowels, shaped from shotgun 
barrels, are relatively easy, Curry 
told ENS. It takes 10 to 15 min-
utes to get the rough shape. Re-
volvers and rifles typically are 
made from heavier metals, which 

take more time to shape, he said. The 
blacksmiths then grind the metal to 
complete the tool.

The idea for Swords to Plowshares was 
inspired by a Mennonite blacksmithing 
ministry in Colorado called RAWtools. 
Its motto: “Disarm hearts. Forge peace. 
Cultivate justice.” After hearing about 
RAWtools’ efforts to collect surrendered 
weapons and melt them down, Curry 
went to apprentice with them.

Taking what he learned, Swords to 
Plowshares now partners with police 
agencies and other local organizations to 
organize gun buybacks, where guns can 
be surrendered with no questions asked in 

exchange for cash or other compensation. 
After the weapons are transformed into 
gardening tools, Swords to Plowshares 
donates them to community gardens.

The method and the message are 
closely intertwined, Curry said, and 
this transformation that ends the guns’ 
existence can be emotionally power-
ful for observers. At a recent session in 
Massachusetts, “as the gardeners saw us 
making tools and received tools from us, 
they were just in tears,” Curry said. “The 
larger message is, as a society we don’t 
have to be bound by violence.”

Curry acknowledged that the organi-
zation can only melt down guns that are 
surrendered, leaving plenty of guns out 
of the organization’s reach in a country 
where 40% of adults live in a household 
with a gun.

He emphasized that 60% of the 
40,000 gun deaths each year in the Unit-
ed States are not homicides but suicides. 
“Those suicides are because unsecured 
guns are available to people at moments 
of crisis. Buybacks get those guns out of 
homes,” Curry said.

He also lamented the hundreds of 
people wounded or killed in the U.S. 
annually in accidental shootings by 
children; guns also are prime targets for 
thefts from homes, especially in subur-
ban communities. In response, Swords 
to Plowshares works with its community 
partners to encourage gun owners to ob-
tain locks and safes to secure their guns.

“If people can rethink their need to 
have unsecured guns in their house, then 
we’re really changing the understanding 
of the place of guns in our lives,” he said.

Destroying guns is the most direct 
way Swords to Plowshares fulfills its 
mission. The garden tools that were 
created on Capitol Hill mostly came 
from metal obtained in gun buybacks 
held in the Connecticut communities 
of New Haven, Guilford and Hamden, 
Curry said.   n

      FEaTurE

By ronald Brown and r. Khari Brown 
The Conversation

O
n June 5, 2020, it had been just 
over a week since a white Min-
neapolis police officer, Derek 
Chauvin, killed George Floyd, 

an unarmed, African American man. 
Protests were underway outside Central 
United Methodist Church, an interracial 
church in downtown Detroit with a long 
history of activism on civil rights, peace, 
immigrant rights and poverty issues.

In response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the church was no longer hold-
ing in-person worship services. But 
anyone walking into its sanctuary that 
day would have seen long red flags be-
hind the pastor’s lectern, displaying the 
words “peace” and “love.”

A banner reading “Michigan Says 
No! To War” hung alongside pictures of 
civil rights icons Fannie Lou Hamer and 
the Rev. Martin Luther king, Jr., as well 
as labor-rights activist Cesar Chavez. In 
line with her church’s activist tradition, 
senior pastor Jill Hardt Zundell stood 

outside the building and preached about 
her church’s commitment to eradicating 
anti-Black racism to her congregants 
and all that passed by.

In our sociology and political science 
research, we have both studied how race, 
religion and politics are intimately con-
nected in the United States. Our recent 
book, “Race and the Power of Sermons 
on American Politics” — written 
with psychologist James S. Jackson 
— uses 44 national and regional 
surveys conducted between 1941 
and 2019 to examine racial differ-
ences among those who hear mes-
sages about social justice at church.

We also examined how hearing 
those types of sermons correlates 
with support for policies aimed at 
reducing social inequality and with 
political activism.

For centuries, many Americans 
have envisioned that their country 
has a special relationship with God 
— that their nation is “a city on a 
hill” with special blessings and re-
sponsibilities. Beliefs that America 

is exceptional have inspired views across 
the political spectrum.

Many congregations that emphasize 
social justice embrace this idea of a “cov-
enant” between the United States and 
the creator. They interpret it to mean 
Americans must create opportunity and 
inclusion for all — based in the belief 
that all people are equally valued by God.

Politics in the pews
In our book, we find that, depend-

ing upon the issue, between one-half 
and two-thirds of Americans support 
religious leaders taking public posi-
tions on racism, poverty, war and im-
migration. Roughly one-third report 
attending worship settings where their 
clergy or friends discuss these issues and 
the importance of politically acting on 
one’s beliefs.

African Americans and Hispanic 
Americans tend to be more supportive 
of religious leaders speaking out against 
racism and attempting to influence 
poverty and immigration policy. On 
the whole, African Americans are the 
most likely to support religious leaders 
expressing political views on specific is-
sues, from poverty and homelessness to 
peace, as we examine in our book.

Black Americans are also more likely 
to attend worship settings where clergy 
and other members encourage them to 
connect their faith to social justice work.

For example, according to a July 

what americans hear about social justice at church

PLOwshArEs continued from page 1
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Bishop Jim Curry heats the metal of a former gun in the 
mobile forge used by the nonprofit Swords to Plowshares 
Northeast in its demonstrations. 

Photo/Courtesy Diocese of New Jersey

A huge “Black Lives Matter” sign hangs from a 
building next to St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C. continued on page 7
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“no major changes” and “no surprises,” 
Lloyd said, which council approved. 
Staffing is expected to remain relatively 
constant with 150 members receiving 
3% cost-of-living salary increases. (For 
comparison, the 2022 cost of living 
adjustment for Social Security payments 
is 5.9%.)

Looking to the future, the Finance 
Committee sought input on priorities 
for the 2023-2024 budget from coun-
cil, asking members to discuss how it 
could be used to bridge the gap between 
churchwide programs and needs at the 
parish level.

This discussion was brought on in 
part by an opinion essay in The Atlantic 
written by the Rev. Elizabeth Felicetti, 
rector of St. David’s Episcopal Church 
in Richmond, Va. Titled “My Church 
Doesn’t know What to Do Anymore,” 
the essay conveys the exhaustion and iso-
lation felt by many parish clergy as the 
pandemic drags on.

Several council members brought up 
the possibility of restructuring assess-
ment payments to help parishes and dio-
ceses.

“In terms of going from the indi-
vidual parishes through the national 
church, there’s increasing amounts of 
skepticism as to the parish assessment 
and then diocesan assessment to the 
national church,” said council member 
Sarah Stonesifer Boylan of the Diocese 
of Washington (D.C.).

To that end, North Carolina Bishop 
Suffragan Anne Hodges-Copple asked: 
“What does it matter if we have great 
endowments and a balanced budget and 
we’re still closing churches?”

The Finance Committee will take 
council’s input into consideration while 
drafting a 2023-2024 budget to present to 
the 80th General Convention in July. The 
committee also reviewed requests from 
the dioceses in Province IX and Cuba for 
financial relief and assessment waivers, 
having met with representatives from the 
dioceses over the past few months.

Province IX is comprised of seven di-

oceses in Latin America and the Carib-
bean: Colombia, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Central Ecuador, Littoral Ecuador, 
Honduras, Venezuela and Puerto Rico. 
Puerto Rico has voted to switch to Prov-
ince II, pending General Convention 
approval.

In committee meetings, members 
went over the unique circumstances and 
hardships that each of the six remaining 
Province IX dioceses have endured over 
the past two years, from political crises 
to financial instability to natural disas-
ters, on top of the pandemic.

Based on the dioceses’ requests for as-
sistance and their specific circumstances, 
the Finance Committee increased the 
preexisting block grants to Province 
IX dioceses by varying amounts in the 
2022 budget that council approved, but 
the topic introduced a larger discussion 
about the future of Province IX.

Church leadership has been working 
with Province IX dioceses since 2013 
to get them on a path toward financial 
self-sustainability, but council members 
reconsidered the feasibility of that goal 
during the meeting. Some dioceses re-
ported that they would need short-term 
financial assistance to get back on the 
path toward self-sustainability.

“The Province IX self-sustainability 
program is temporarily on hold until we 
can get better insights as to how to move 
forward,” the Rev. David Copley, the 

Episcopal Church’s director for global 
partnerships and mission personnel, told 
Episcopal News Service. “With COV-
ID-19 affecting Province IX dioceses in 
different ways, we need to reassess before 
we decide on next steps.”

Honduras Bishop Lloyd Allen, a 
council member, thanked the governing 
body “on behalf of the six dioceses with 
which the Finance Committee met,” 
adding they felt heard.

“I want to express our gratitude for 
this situation, for the support,” Allen said. 
“It’s a sad feeling to know that we have to 
go back on what we had planned for the 
future and how we were doing things. … 
But we’re just asking for some time to get 
ourselves back together and to continue 
making a difference and sharing the word 
of God.”

The Episcopal Church in Cuba —
which is in Province II — also request-
ed assistance. After over a half-century 
apart, the Episcopal Church in Cuba of-
ficially returned to the Episcopal Church 
as a diocese in March 2020, just before 
pandemic lockdowns came into effect. 
It, too, has been hit hard by the pan-
demic and social upheaval.

Discussions about financial assistance 
for the Diocese of Haiti, also in Province 
II, are in their early stages, Lloyd said. 
The country has been beset by cascading 
political, health and social crises over the 
past year, including another devastating 

earthquake.
Council adopted a resolution express-

ing support for the people of Haiti and 
the newly created Commission for Hai-
tian Solution to the Crisis, which in-
cludes the Rev. Frantz Joseph Casseus, a 
priest in the Diocese of Haiti, the largest 
Episcopal diocese by membership.

In other business, council also ap-
proved a resolution condemning the 
House of Bishops of the Anglican 
Church in Ghana’s endorsement of a 
proposed “draconian” anti-LGBTQ+ 
law. The proposal would impose a penal-
ty of up to five years in prison for identi-
fying as LGBTQ+ and up to 10 years for 
advocating for the rights of LGBTQ+ 
people, according to Reuters.

The resolution “reaffirms the Episcopal 
Church’s commitment to people of all 
genders and sexual orientations and 
invites the House of Bishops in Ghana 
to reconsider their endorsement of 
this anti-LGBTQ legislation,” the Rev. 
Lillian Davis-Wilson said.

Council also adopted a resolution 
expressing a message of support for the 
people of Sudan, where military leaders 
overthrew the government in a coup on 
Oct. 25.

Earlier in the meeting, continuing the 
church’s efforts to educate Episcopalians 
further about the Doctrine of Discovery 
and the harms perpetrated on Indigenous 
peoples by the government and institu-
tions including the Episcopal Church, 
council heard from the Indigenous 
Boarding Schools Ad Hoc Committee.

The committee is working to address 
the Episcopal Church’s involvement 
with residential schools that separated 
Native American children from their 
families and, in many cases, attempted 
to eradicate their culture and language. 
Indigenous leaders discussed the diver-
sity of the residential school experience 
and a recent effort assisted by Episcopa-
lians to repatriate the remains of residen-
tial school students from school grounds 
to their tribal homelands.

Executive Council’s next meeting 
is scheduled for Jan. 24-27, 2022, in 
Cleveland.   n

ExECuTivE COunCiL continued from page 1
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From left, the Rev. Lillian Davis-Wilson, the Rev. Charles Graves IV, Russell Randle and 
Alice Freeman take part in the Executive Council meeting in Linthicum Heights, Md.

2020 Pew Research Center poll, 67% 
of African American worshippers re-
ported hearing sermons in support of 
Black Lives Matter, relative to 47% of 
Hispanics and 36% of whites.

Race also affects the relationship 
between hearing such sermons and 
supporting related policies. When sta-
tistically accounting for religious affili-
ation, political party and demographic 
characteristics, attending these types of 
congregations more strongly associates 
with white Americans supporting pro-
gressive policy positions than it does for 
Black Americans and Hispanics.

White worshippers who hear ser-
mons about race and poverty, for ex-
ample, are more likely to oppose spend-
ing cuts to welfare programs than those 
who hear no such messages at their 
place of worship.

This is not the case for African Amer-
icans and Hispanics, however, who are 

as likely to oppose social welfare spend-
ing cuts regardless of where they wor-
ship. In other words, while hearing ser-
mons about social justice issues informs 
or at least aligns with white progressive 
policy attitudes, this alignment is not as 
strong for Blacks and Hispanics.

Clergy of predominantly white wor-
ship spaces are often more politically 
liberal than their congregants. Histori-
cally, this has translated into members 
pushing back when clergy take public 
positions that are more progressive than 
their congregation’s.

This may explain why white parishio-
ners who chose to attend congregations 
where they hear social justice-themed 
sermons tend to be more politically 
progressive, or more open to sermons 
challenging previous views, than are 
other white parishioners.

From words to action
However, when it comes to the con-

nection between hearing sermons and 

taking political action, race doesn’t mat-
ter as much. That is, when taking into 
account religious affiliation, party affili-
ation and social demographics, people 
who hear social justice-themed sermons 
in their places of worship are more likely 
than other Americans to engage in po-
litical activism, regardless of their race.

For example, during the months fol-
lowing Floyd’s murder, Black, white 
and Hispanic congregants who heard 
sermons about race and policing were 
more likely than others to have pro-
tested for any purpose in the past 12 
months, according to data from the 
2020 National Politics Study.

More specifically, white Americans 
who attended houses of worship where 
they heard those types of sermons were 
more than twice as likely to participate 
in a protest as other white worshippers. 
Black and Hispanic attendees were al-
most twice as likely to protest, com-
pared to those attending houses of wor-
ship where they did not hear sermons 

about race and policing.
The difference between people who 

attend houses of worship with a social-
justice focus and people who did not at-
tend religious services at all is even more 
striking. White Americans who heard 
such messages at religious services were 
almost four times more likely to protest 
than white Americans who did not at-
tend services; Black and Hispanic Amer-
icans were almost three times as likely.

Today, many Americans are pessi-
mistic about inequality, political divi-
sions and ethnic conflict. Yet, as these 
surveys show, social justice-minded 
congregations inspire members to work 
for policies that support their vision of 
the public good.   n

Ronald Brown is associate professor of 
political science and R. Khari Brown, his 
son, is associate professor, department of 
sociology, both at Wayne State University. 
This article was first published at The Con-
versation (www.theconversation.com).

JusTiCE continued from page 6
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By Mike Patterson 
The Living Church

L
ooking toward Christmas, Epis-
copal gift and book shops across 
the country have stocked an array 
of specialty gifts, locally hand-

made arts and crafts and books by clergy 
and lay members.

“Bibles and prayer books are tradi-
tional Christmas gifts,” said Lucy Cham-
bers, manager of the Christ Church 
Cathedral Book Store in Houston and 
president of the Episcopal Booksellers 
Association.

Episcopal shops also carry gifts and 
books that may be outside the realm of 
those traditional gift items.

For example, you can find dog 
leashes and collars emblazoned with 
the Episcopal insignia. “They fly out of 
here,” said Cory Lites, manager of the 
Cathedral Book Store in Atlanta (www.
cathedralbookstore.org).

The internet makes it possible for 
shoppers to browse the cathedral’s 
merchandise as well as other Episcopal 
stores to their heart’s content, no matter 
where they live. From the comfort of your 
home, you can hop from shop to shop and 
coast to coast to find unusual, unique, and 
creative gift items, some with an Episcopal 
motif, whether for the holidays or not, 
or things that seem a little wild, like the 
men’s Halloween socks decorated with 
tiny skeletons at Trinity Church’s Trinity 
Treasures in New Orleans.

Online Episcopal shops carry face 
masks with the Episcopal insignia, water 
bottles, iPad cases, angel door knockers, 
silver alligators, carved gourd ornaments 
with a Nativity scene inside, bud vases, 

teddy bears, a Noah’s ark, towel sets, 
pottery, candles, towels, notecards and 
stuffed unicorns.

Those shopping for Christmas and 
holiday gifts and interested in patroniz-
ing Episcopal stores will find many listed 
at the Episcopal Booksellers Association’s 
website (www.episcopalbooksellers.org), 
a community of more than 50 Episcopal 
gift and booksellers. 

The association maintains an interac-
tive map of member stores to make it 
easy for shoppers to scan the virtual store 
shelves via their websites.

What is apparent in virtually stroll-
ing through the shops is the diversity 
of books and products offered that are 
special to their area. For example, store 
managers agree that some of their most 
popular items are books by local authors 
as well as products craft-
ed by local artisans.

“We sell a whole vari-
ety of fair trade and social 
enterprise products,” said 
kathryn Bissette, man-
ager of St. John’s Cathe-
dral Bookstore and Gift 
Shop in Jacksonville, Fla. 
and executive director of 
the Episcopal Booksell-
ers Association. “We also 
try to support local ven-
dors,” she said, including 
Bee Hill Farms, Drema 
Farmer Jewelry, and The 
Oaken Bowl.

Lites said her shop 
finds local jewelers and 
artisans are popular with 
customers. Among favorites is jewelry 
crafted by Andrea Barnett utilizing a mix 

of vintage chains, rosaries, 
and semi-precious stones, 
and necklaces, earrings, 
and bracelets by erin gray 
(the artisan’s preferred 
spelling), who uses pro-
ceeds to support cancer 
organizations.

“We also carry a line 
of Gracewear [jewelry],” 
Lites said. Another popu-
lar item are hand-crafted 
dogwood crosses made 
by a local Atlanta wood 
carver and Intertwined 
candles, handcrafted in 
Clarkston, Ga., by refu-
gee women.

Books are always pop-
ular. Store managers report that titles by 
local clergy and lay members are always 
in demand.

In the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, 
Lites said books by Beth-Sarah Wright 
on depression, faith, the stigma of men-
tal health, and the role of personal story-
telling plays in healing are popular.  She 
is married to Bishop Robert C. Wright 
of the Diocese of Atlanta.

At St. John’s Cathedral bookstore, 
the seven books by cathedral dean kate 
Moorehead are among the top sellers, 
Bissette said.

“The other book that has been our top 
seller this year has been ‘With Gladness: 
Answering God’s Call in Our Everyday 
Lives’ by Christopher H. Martin,” she 
added.

Like retail stores across the country, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has hurt Epis-
copal bookstores and gift shops. “I think 
COVID definitely affected everybody,” 
Chambers said.

However, online shopping enabled 
many stores to expand their reach and 
offset some losses from in-store shopping.

“What we have found during CO-
VID is that we have had a surprising 
number of people finding us,” Bissette 
said, crediting Moorehead’s morning 
devotions as “particularly helpful in ex-
panding the reach of the cathedral and 
the bookstore.”

St. John’s and other bookstores have 
also joined the www.bookshop.org 

network. With the advent of internet 
shopping, local authors once known 
only locally or regionally have found a 
wider audience.

knowing that stores would not be 
able to offer in-person speakers during 
the pandemic, in October 2020 the as-
sociation launched a series of monthly 
Zoom presentations featuring promi-
nent authors and providing participants 
an opportunity to engage in conversa-
tions with writers.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
kicked off the series with his new book, 
“Love Is the Way: Holding on to Hope 
in Troubling Times.” Following Curry 
were other prominent authors, includ-
ing Marilynne Robinson, James Martin, 
Anne Lamott, and kate Bowler.

“Anne Lamott was a big deal for us to 
have,” Bissette said, adding that Curry’s 
book was a big seller last year.

It’s uncertain whether the author 
series will continue after its conclud-
ing speaker in December. “We’re trying 
of thinking of what we can do next,” 
Chambers said. “People are burned out 
on Zoom.”

At St. Mark’s Bookstore in San An-
tonio, Texas, manager Carla Pineda said 
“we’re totally online right now,” but not 
because of COVID. The in-person shop 
was closed for remodeling. “We’re wait-
ing to move back into a new space,” she 
said.

She said online shopping “turned out 
to be a really nice bonus” and enabled 
the store to “stay even remotely in front 
of people’s faces.”

The store does a good trade in prayer 
books, hymnals, Advent and Lent 
studies, children’s books, and “a lot of 
good, solid spirituality books. We tend 
to do a good bit of Celtic,” such as books 
by John O’Donohue, Pineda said.

Other local favorites are “Wild Wom-
an: A Footnote,” “The Desert,” and “My 
Quest for an Elusive Saint” by Colorado 
author Amy Frykholm and books by San 
Antonio author Mary C. Earle, a retired 
Episcopal priest.

Chambers said website traffic is drop-
ping as more people are vaccinated and 
returning to in-person shopping. One 
advantage of in-person shopping, she 
said, is that when shoppers “come into 
an Episcopal bookstore, they are looking 
for a curated selection.”

At Christ Church, for example, 
Chambers said “we think about our 
audience, not only our church but our 
community.” She said she wants to be a 
“resource and haven for anybody who 
might walk through the doors, not just 
church members.”

They even offer customers a cup of 
tea, “because book lovers tend to like 
tea,” she said.

Being in the Southwest, Chambers 
said they “have a lot of crèches from 
Mexico. We have access to lots of pretty 
products from Mexico and things with a 
Southwestern feeling.”   n

This article was originally published in 
The Living Church.
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Episcopal stores offer gifts for Christmas

American Friends of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem

What better way to learn about the 
Christian witness of the current-day fol-
lowers of Jesus in the place where he was 
born, lived, and ministered than a daily 
journey across the Holy Land?

The American Friends of the Episco-
pal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ) are 
offering an online Holy Land Advent 
calendar to offer a daily glimpse into the 
lives of Holy Land 
Christians and the 
humanitarian minis-
tries of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem 
in Palestine, Israel, 
Jordan, and Leba-
non.

Users might open 
a door to a brief 
video or story that 
features a Christian 
leader serving their 
neighbors at a di-
ocesan hospital or 
school. On other 
days, one might en-
counter a friend of 

these remarkable ministries sharing the 
moment when their heart was trans-
formed by the witness of the indigenous 
Christians — the living stones — of the 
Holy Land.

During this unsettled time, the 
AFEDJ Holy Land Advent calendar of-
fers a way for individuals and families to 
participate in a meaningful daily Advent 
devotion.

Check out the calendar at www.afedj.
org/advent. Visit the calendar each day 

or sign up to join Ameri-
can friends from across the 
Episcopal Church who re-
ceive a daily email alert.

AFEDJ is a nonpoliti-
cal, nonsectarian 501(c)(3) 
organization dedicated to 
transforming lives of the vul-
nerable and displaced in the 
Middle East through support 
of the schools, hospitals, and 
centers for children with dis-
abilities that are owned and 
operated by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Jerusalem in Pal-
estine, Jordan, Israel, Syria 
and Lebanon. Learn more at 
www.afedj.org.

advent calendar features the holy land

This handcrafted cross made 
by an Atlanta woodcarver is 
made of dogwood and suitable 
for hanging upon a wall. 
Available from the Cathedral 
Bookstore in Atlanta. 

Intertwined Candles are scented and 
handcrafted in Clarkston, Ga., by
refugee women using all-natural soy wax 
and repurposed wine bottles. Available 
from the Cathedral Bookstore in Atlanta.
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By victoria Emily Jones 
Art and Theology

I am publishing short daily posts that 
pair a visual artwork with a piece of 
music, most accompanied by brief 
commentary. The primary purpose 

is to invite spiritual contemplation on 
the season’s themes, allowing artists to be 
our guide.

The daily posts in this format will ex-
tend through the twelve days of Christ-
mas as well.

Contemporary singer-songwriters are 
heavily represented in the music selec-
tions, but there is also a Shaker hymn, 
an Appalachian spiritual, a Renaissance 
motet, a Byzantine troparion, a South 
African freedom song, sixties electronica, 
and a Victorian carol from Sussex.

Many of these songs can be found on 
the Advent playlist I compiled. For the 
artworks, in addition to paintings there 
are a few installations, photographs, col-
lages, a lithograph, a serigraph, a paper-
cut, a quilt, and a mosaic.

The recurring theme throughout, 
sometimes inherent to the artwork and 
in other cases brought about by a par-
ticular reading of it, is looking forward 
with hope and readiness to the coming 
of Christ, to the Light who will dispel 
darkness and bring justice and peace. 
“A new world is coming, and it’s just 
around the bend,” sings Nina Simone. 
May we welcome it with eager longing.

Art credits: In the poster above, clock-
wise from top left, are Sun Tunnels by 
Nancy Holt, a detail of Night Travelers 
by Delita Martin, Christmas Tree by 
Shirazeh Houshiary, and a fresco from 
the Monastery of Saint John the Theo-
logian in Chora on the island of Patmos.
Podcast episodes

“On Journeying: Travel, Traditions, 
and Turning to the Psalms with Tsh Ox-

enreider,” Sacred Ordinary Days, Dec. 
22, 2020: Host Jenn Giles kemper in-
terviews author, travel guide, and fel-
low podcaster Tsh Oxenreider about her 
book Shadow and Light: A Journey into 
Advent.

The liturgical calendar is a gift, not 
a burden, Oxenreider says; it provides 
scaffolding for our year and connects 
Christians to one another across time 
and place, in addition, of course, to pro-
moting encounters with God and God’s 
story. Oxenreider provides book and 
music recommendations for the Advent 
season and shares one of her family’s fa-
vorite simple Advent traditions.

“The Annunciation and Art with 
Victoria Emily Jones,” Old Books with 
Grace, Nov. 17, 2021: Old Books with 
Grace, hosted by Dr. Grace Hamman 
[previously], a specialist in medieval lit-
erature, is one of my favorite podcasts, so 
I was beyond excited to be invited on as 
a guest! In this conversation, Grace and 
I discuss four paintings and three poems 
that respond to the momentous event 
known as the Annunciation, where Ga-
briel tells Mary that she has been cho-
sen to bear God’s Son. While the feast 
of the Annunciation is celebrated on 
March 25, we thought it nonetheless ap-
propriate at this time just before Advent 
to consider how Mary welcomes Jesus, 
since we are preparing to welcome him 
ourselves. Available on YouTube and on 
all podcast streaming platforms.

Grace just wrapped up a fascinat-
ing series on Sir Gawain and the Green 
knight, and for the four weeks of Ad-
vent she will be taking a closer look at 
four familiar Christmas carols from 
different eras, examining their history, 
theology, and language and recommend-
ing an Advent practice inspired by each 
carol. Follow Old Books with Grace on 
Instagram or Twitter.

Music for Advent
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 

This is the quintessential Advent hymn. 
Here are two renditions from by two 
of my favorite musical artists/groups: 
Wilder Adkins’s recording is on the Ad-
vent Sessions EP from Redeemer Com-
munity Church, and the Good Shepherd 
Collective recording, featuring Liz Vice 
and Charles Jones, is available as a single.

“Advent Songs by the Porter’s Gate”: 
A collection of ten original songs for 
Advent. The contributing songwriters 
are Nicholas Chambers, Paul Zach, kate 
Bluett, Isaac Wardell, Liz Vice, Latifah 
Alattas (Page CXVI), and Tenielle Neda. 
My favorites: “The Reign of Mercy,” 
“Mary’s Lullaby (Black Haired Boy),” 
“Simeon’s Song.”
Visual arts

Painting and short film: In 2017 Holy 
Family HTX, a church in Houston, 
commissioned artist-in-residence Lanecia 
Rouse Tinsley to create nine liturgical 
paintings, one for each major season of 
the church year. Called the Parament 
Collection, these six-by-six-foot pieces 
rotate throughout the year, signaling 
the change of season and inviting 
the congregation into a space of 
contemplation around seasonal themes.

The first painting in the cycle, “Advent,” 
is a minimalist composition predomi-
nantly in ultramarine, evoking Yves klein’s 
blue monochromes; Tinsley says that, like 
klein, she wants to “impregnate” the view-
er with blue, which for her signifies hope.

Blue (or alternatively, purple) is the 
primary color of Advent, but pink and 
white (for Gaudete Sunday and Christ-
mas Eve, respectively) are also associated 
with it, which Tinsley makes reference to 
in her painting.

At the white bar at the top, you can 
see a faint mark left by Hurricane Har-
vey; her studio flooded when the storm 

hit in August 2017, and this then-blank 
canvas suffered some water damage, but 
Tinsley made the conscious decision to 
use it to further press into the Advent 
theme of suffering. She lined the canvas 
in black, inspired by a line from Andy 
Warhol’s film Sunset: “Black means in-
finity.” All our longings, Tinsley says, are 
held within infinity.

There are nine films on Vimeo by 
Chap Edmonson, titled “Decoded,” in 
which Tinsley discusses her Parament 
Collection piece by piece. (www.vimeo.
com/showcase/holyfamilyhtxdecoded)

I’ve compiled an Advent playlist on
Spotify. Here are some of the songs, in 

addition to the ones mentioned above:
“Wonder” by MaMuse
“Better Days” by Chrisinti
“Peace Train” by Cat Stevens
“Peace” by Peter Bruun (a setting of a 

Gerard Manley Hopkins poem)
“Magnificat primi toni” by Palestrina n

Victoria Emily Jones is a blogger and 
freelance copy editor and proofreader. She 
lives in the Baltimore area. This article 
was originally published at Art & Theology 
(www.artandtheology.org).

a podcast selection to help keep a blessed advent
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In Lanecia Rouse Tinsley’s video, the artist is 
seated as her painting “Advent” is moved into 
position by staff. It is one of nine liturgical 
artworks meant to rotate throughout the year.

Mr. nicholas:  
A magical  
Christmas tale
By Christopher de Vinck 
Paraclete Press, 157 pp

review by Kristine Morris

In Christopher de Vinck’s 
novel “Mr. Nicholas,” a hard-
ened newspaperman’s life is rocked by a 
small boy’s love and an encounter with 
a mysterious old man.

On his way to interview a beekeeper, 
Jim sees Anna’s car clinging to the edge 
of the road. He stops to help, and they 
connect. But once married, their differ-
ences open a gap between them. Anna 
suggests that a baby could bridge that 
gap.

But when JB is born with Down syn-
drome, Jim’s rejection of his son leads 
Anna to file for separation. Jim feels 
disappointed in his career; he faces a 
sad and lonely Christmas. Gradually, 
though, the time he spends with his son 

opens his eyes to a world in 
which magic is real and ev-
eryone is worth loving.

Anna cannot see the 
changes in Jim, and when 
JB goes missing, she blames 
him. She suspects that JB’s 
friend, Mr. Nicholas, a scav-
enger and owner of a hard-
ware store that hides a mys-
tery, is responsible, too.

Told in Jim’s voice, this is a story 
about the power of a boy’s relentless 
love. Tense and stressful at first, it makes 
the changes in Jim palpable through his 
inner reflections, his conversations with 
others, and through small actions that 
reveal his growing love for his son.

Suspense grows as Mr. Nicholas 
comes under investigation for JB’s dis-
appearance. In the book’s satisfying 
conclusion, Jim realizes the impor-
tance and beauty of the ordinariness 
that makes life worth living and gives 
Christmas its true meaning. Sensitive 
and heartwarming, “Mr. Nicholas” is a 
magical Christmas story in which lives 

and hearts are changed by a small boy’s 
unconditional love.

This review was published at Foreward 
Reviews (www.forewordreviews.com).

An Advent Book of Days: 
Meeting the Characters of 
Christmas
By Gregory Kenneth Cameron 
Paraclete Press, 102 pp

review by Episcopal Journal

From Dec. 1 to Dec. 25, Gregory 
kenneth Cameron invites the reader to 
partake in a daily feast for the eyes and 
the spirit. The reflections in this book 
draw upon Scripture, history, and legend 
about the character of the day — Gabri-
el, the Virgin Mary, the Star, the Magi, 
and of course the Christ Child, paired 
with gorgeous illustrations from the au-
thor, adapted from famous works of art, 
paired with illustrations from the author 
adapted from famous works of art.

The book draws on the tradition of 

visio divina, in-
spired by the 
medieval tradi-
tion of the il-
luminated book 
of hours, and 
celebrates the 
many aspects 
and persons of 
the Christmas 
story through 

the centuries.
The author has written that it is his 

hope “that these reflections, whenever 
they are read, will help us to discover 
new depths in the Christmas story, to 
deepen our faith, and perhaps even to 
learn something new or unexpected; 
because over 2,000 years, the story of 
Christmas has become filled with unex-
pected delights arising from Scripture, 
history, legend and faith.”

Cameron is the Anglican bishop of 
St. Asaph in Wales. Besides being an 
author and artist, he has gained recog-
nition as a coin designer, creating three 
designs for the Royal Mint.   n

      BookS
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

S
t. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Great Bend, kan., about 120 
miles northwest of Wichita, has 
welcomed Sunday worshippers 

into its current building for 70 years, but 
it has been a long time since they came 
close to filling the pews.

The Rev. Teresa Lahar, St. John’s vicar, 
estimated turnout was as high as 35 two 
decades ago. It has since dwindled to 
about a dozen on a good Sunday.

“We’re kind of an aging congrega-
tion,” Lahar told Episcopal News Ser-
vice. In the past couple years, three mem-
bers have died and another moved into a 
nursing home. Plate and pledge revenue 
from the remaining active members, she 
said, isn’t keeping pace with expenses 
— about $1,000 a month — including 
building maintenance, utility bills and 
Lahar’s part-time pay. The congregation’s 
reserves would only last so long making 
up the difference.

In July, the congregation agreed to sell 
its church building. Once it’s sold, Sun-
day services will move to the First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ, 
where St. John’s will rent the chapel and 
meeting space. By saving on building 
costs, the Episcopal congregation is hop-

ing to secure its future while continuing 
to support ministries that serve its com-
munity, Lahar said.

“Financially, we have some money, 
but not enough to keep going,” she said. 
“It’s been a very hard decision, but the 
reality is, we can’t afford to stay there.”

The congregation listed the red 
brick church built in 1950 in August 
at $170,000. After initially receiving 
minimal interest, the price was lowered 
to $150,000 in October, and the con-
gregation now has at least three prospec-
tive buyers, though no confirmed sale 
yet. The building is nearly 5,000 square 
feet and includes office space, two bath-
rooms, a kitchen and a meeting room.

The building could be converted to a 
new use, such as offices or a home. If the 
buyer is another congregation, St. John’s 
would include its furniture and furnish-
ings in the sale, Lahar said.

Lahar has attended St. John’s off and 
on since 1996 and regularly for the past 
16 years. For most of that time, the con-
gregation had been served by supply 
priests. A few years ago, a previous priest 
encouraged Lahar to consider ordination, 
to serve St. John’s as a bi-vocational priest.

“She kept telling me I needed to be do-
ing this. She thought I was suited for it,” 
Lahar said. At first, she was skeptical, but 
then, “God just spoke to me.” In 2016, 

she enrolled in the Bishop kemper School 
for Ministry in Topeka. She was ordained 
as a priest in December 2019 and began 
serving at St. John’s shortly after retiring 
from the hair salon she had owned.

She, like the members of her con-
gregation, feel an attachment to the old 
building, but they are ready to start the 
next chapter in the life of their church.

“It’s hard on all of us. None of us 
want to see the church close,” she said. 
They spent two years discussing their op-
tions for the building, including renting 
space at St. John’s to community groups, 
before deciding to sell.

Lahar visited other churches in Great 

Bend, a city of about 15,000 people, in 
search of a suitable chapel for St. John’s 
to rent. First Congregational was wel-
coming and its rent reasonable, she said, 
and St. John’s would be able to use other 
rooms at the church for Bible studies 
and coffee hour.

For now, St. John’s will continue wor-
shipping in its old building, until it is 
sold. The proceeds will be held by the 
Diocese of Western kansas and available 
to St. John’s in the future if the congrega-
tion considers a return to a more perma-
nent building.

The congregation may be small, but 
its active members are committed to vol-
unteering in the community, Lahar said.

They recently began helping a local 
organization, Central kansas Dream 
Center, organize free meals for low-in-
come families and homeless residents on 
Sundays, to supplement the usual week-
day meals.

St. John’s also supports an organiza-
tion called the Global Orphan Project, 
and in recent years, church members 
have filled backpacks with food for chil-
dren attending a local elementary school.

“The reality is, we need to help in the 
community,” Lahar said. “And we can’t 
do that if we’re just spending money on 
trying to keep the building for a few peo-
ple on Sunday.”   n

By shireen Korkzan 
Episcopal News Service

L
ast February, when the Rev. Ni-
cole Lambelet invited nearby faith 
leaders to participate in a virtual 
tour of Decatur, Ga., through the 

lens of displaced Black and Jewish com-
munities, she didn’t expect her Episcopal 
church to form a new relationship with 
Decatur’s Ismaili Muslim community.

“Probably five faith leaders responded 
to the mass email I sent, and 150 people 
came to our event, but Behnoosh Mo-
min’s response was different,” said Lam-
belet, associate rector for family ministry 
and outreach at the Episcopal Church of 
the Epiphany in Atlanta.

Momin, a communications and out-
reach volunteer for the Ismaili Council for 
the Southeastern USA, declined Lambe-
let’s initial invitation and instead offered 
to start an interfaith dialogue centered on 
shared religious values and ethics.

Now, Epiphany parishioners in north-
eastern Atlanta and Ismaili community 
members in nearby Decatur are coming 
together around what they already share, 
to learn from each other and to look for 
ways to partner on projects designed to 
improve their shared region.

“Both of our communities believe in 
generosity and helping the poor and oth-
er humanitarian services,” Momin said. 
“Pluralism and voluntary service are im-
portant in the Ismaili Muslim faith … We 

share that commonality with 
the Episcopal community.”

For their first joint ser-
vice project, the two groups 
focused on environmental 
stewardship and partnered 
with Decatur-based Geor-
gia Interfaith Power and 
Light, or GIPL, and Clyde 
Shepherd Nature Preserve. 
On Sept. 26, over 50 volun-
teers cleaned up a portion of 
South Fork Peachtree Creek. 
That date was chosen because 
it was both World Rivers Day 
and the Global Ismaili CIVIC Day.

“We’re so excited about our new Epis-
copalian friends and relationships, and it’s 
already been an incredible journey,” Mo-
min said. “Environmental stewardship 
is a core ethic of the Ismaili community, 
and that shared value with The Episcopal 
Church fits very naturally to us.”

In a co-written blog post for GIPL’s 
website highlighting their faith com-
munities’ joint creek cleanup service 
project, Lambelet and Momin mention 
water’s significance in both Christian-
ity and Islam. In Christianity, for ex-
ample, new members are initiated into 
the church through baptism by water. In 
Islam, water is considered a human right 
and symbolizes purity.

Hannah Shultz, a program associate 
for GIPL, a nonprofit dedicated to pro-
tecting the Earth’s ecosystems and fight-

ing environmental injustices, said the 
cleanup event at Clyde Shepherd Nature 
Preserve represented a “beautiful exam-
ple” of the many commonalities shared 
by faith traditions yet often overshad-
owed by differences.

“There’s a lot we can learn from each 
other,” said Shultz, who handled the 
cleanup event’s logistics for the Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany and the Ismaili 
community. “I think we have our own 
theology and perspectives, but there’s a 
lot to learn from and inspire by learn-
ing about common issues. We’re learn-
ing different ideas to care for creation, 
but our goal is ultimately the same. Em-
phasis on justice really runs deep in both 
communities.”

Ismaili is the second-largest sect of 
Shia Islam, which is the second-largest 
branch of Islam. Like all Shia Muslims, 

Ismailis recognize the Prophet Muham-
mad’s cousin and son-in-law Ali ibn Abi 
Talib as his bloodline successor.

Unlike the much larger Sunni branch 
of Islam, Shias believe that Muhammad’s 
successor needs to be in his bloodline. 
The Ismaili sect earned its name from 
Isma’il ibn Jafar, whom its members ap-
pointed as the true Imam, unlike the 
much larger Twelver Shia sect, which ap-
pointed Musa al-kadhim instead. 

Today, Ismaili is the only Shia sect to 
have a living, ancestral Imam, formally 
titled Aga khan, under the leadership 
of Prince karim Al Husseini Aga khan. 
Approximately 15 million Ismailis live in 
more than 25 countries.

Lambelet said she toured a nearby 
Ismaili Jamatkhana (private gathering 
space) and took a class on Islam while 

atlanta-area Episcopalians, ismaili muslims forge relationship 
through community service

      FEaTurE

Photo/Aziz Ajaney

Members of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Atlanta, and the Atlanta-area Ismaili community 
volunteer together at South Fork Peachtree Creek in Decatur. 

Photo/St. John’s

Senior warden Rose Kelly, left, and the 
Rev. Teresa Lahar, vicar of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Great Bend, Kan., stand 
outside the church building, which the 
congregation is selling. 

Small western kansas congregation selling church to cut costs, maintain community outreach

continued on page 11
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Episcopal volunteers form airport welcome teams  
for afghans arriving in oklahoma City

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

V
olunteer teams of Oklahoma 
Episcopalians are providing a 
ministry of welcome at the air-
port in Oklahoma City to their 

newest neighbors. For their nightly ap-
pointments, they greet some of the 
1,800 Afghans who are arriving to make 
new homes in the state after fleeing their 
home country when the Taliban took 
control there in August.

The ministry is simple but essential: 
The Episcopal volunteers help the newly 
arrived Afghans collect their luggage and 
then drive them to the hotels where they 
will stay until permanent housing is se-
cured. From there, the Afghan evacuees 
will be assisted by case workers from 
the Oklahoma City branch of Catholic 
Charities.

“The Holy Spirit arrives in that mo-
ment,” Jennifer Hund told ENS as she 
described the scenes at the airport and 
hotels. Hund is coordinating the Episco-
pal diocese’s team of volunteers, who be-
gan welcoming Afghan individuals and 
families in early November.

They often arrive weary from travel 
but grateful for the show of hospitality 
from their new neighbors, she said. “I 
can see in the eyes of the folks that we’re 
assisting just the relief of being taken 
care of, being in a safe place.”

After the 20-year U.S. war in Af-
ghanistan ended in August with the final 
withdrawal of American troops, about 
50,000 Afghans were allowed into the 
U.S. under what is known as humanitar-
ian parole. Some may be able to apply 
for special immigrant visas, while others 
will apply for asylum. All will need to 
find places to live.

As they settle in new communities 
like Oklahoma City, many will receive 
help from one of the nine agencies that 
are part of the federal refugee resettle-
ment program, including Episcopal Mi-
gration Ministries, or EMM.

EMM has invited Episcopalians and 
their congregations and dioceses to sup-
port that work by making donations on-
line to the Neighbors Welcome: Afghan 
Allies Fund and by volunteering in other 
ways, which they can do through an on-
line form.

As the Episcopal agency coordinates 
with its network of 11 affiliates around 
the country, Episcopalians in cities 
without an EMM affiliate still can lend 
a hand by connecting with one of the 
other resettlement agencies.

Catholic Charities is the agency 
leading those efforts in Oklahoma, in 
partnership with the local chapter of 
the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions. When the federal government an-
nounced how many Afghans would be 
moving to Oklahoma — more than in 
all but two other states, California and 
Texas — the Episcopal Diocese of Okla-
homa reached out to Catholic Charities 
to offer assistance.

“Sometimes there are these opportu-
nities for real Gospel ministry that show 
up at your doorstep,” Bishop Poulson 
Reed told ENS. The diocese learned 
that welcoming Afghans at the airport 
would help ease the burden on Catholic 
Charities case workers, who already were 
working long hours.

“We’ve pivoted to what we really see as 
a Gospel ministry of hospitality and wel-
come,” Reed said. “As we seek to follow 
Jesus and offer that hospitality, these are 
our neighbors who have arrived, and we’re 
called to help them and welcome them.”

The humanitarian parole program is 
separate from the refugee resettlement 

program that EMM, Catholic Charities 
and the other seven agencies facilitate on 
behalf of the State Department, though 
the agencies plan to provide services to 
these Afghans similar to the services they 
have provided since 1980 through the ref-
ugee resettlement program. Those servic-

es include English language and cultural 
orientation classes, employment services, 
school enrollment, and initial assistance 
with housing and transportation.

The Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Government Relations this week issued 
an action alert advocating additional 
congressional action to support the Af-
ghan arrivals. The proposed Afghan Ad-
justment Act “would create a specific 
program allowing all Afghan arrivals to 
directly apply for a green card without 
needing to go through alternate channels 
such as the asylum system.”

In Oklahoma, about 1,000 Afghans 
are expected in Oklahoma City and 
800 in Tulsa. The first of these families 
landed at Oklahoma City’s Will Rogers 
World Airport in late September, and 
more are arriving in the city every day, 
usually in the evenings.

The teams of Episcopal volunteers 
started by training with Catholic Chari-
ties case workers and shadowing them at 
the airport, and eventually, the volun-
teers will take full responsibility for wel-
coming the arriving Afghans.

The diocese’s goal is to recruit and 
train enough volunteers to fill about six 
teams, each with six to eight members, 
that will be on call to go to the airport, 

as needed, to welcome arriving Afghans. 
About 20 volunteers attended an orien-
tation in early November at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Cathedral in Oklahoma City.

Cathedral Dean katie Churchwell is 
among the volunteers who have partici-
pated. She told ENS that the Afghans’ 
flights usually start landing after 5 p.m. 
and sometimes arrive as late as midnight. 
“It all changes day by day,” she said.

Sometimes the volunteers have a 
sole individual to welcome, while other 
flights arrive with a dozen or more Af-
ghans. The volunteers have practiced 
greeting the new arrivals with the tradi-
tional Arabic phrase “salaam alaikum,” 
or “peace be to you.”

Some members of the welcoming team 
escort these new neighbors to the baggage 
claim area, while other volunteers wait 
in their own vehicles or in larger vehicles 
provided by Catholic Charities to take 
them to nearby hotels. If no one in the 
arriving group speaks English, the Epis-
copal volunteers can call an interpreter to 
assist in translating Dari or Pashto.

“It’s been really touching and mov-
ing,” Churchwell said, “not just in the 
work that we get to do, but as you learn 
about and know about the circumstanc-
es that people are coming from and re-
ally get to see what it’s like being in their 
shoes, you’re really able to see the trauma 
that people have experienced and con-
tinue to experience in being displaced.” 
Many of the people were allowed to 
come to the U.S. because they fear per-
secution in Afghanistan for their work in 
support of the U.S. government.

Diocesan leaders said they are open 
to offering other forms of support as 
needed, but for now, their work will 
focus on providing an initial warm wel-
come to the Afghans, who are expected 
to continue arriving through early next 
year. “The response has been amazing, of 
people who want to be engaged in this 
work,” Churchwell said.   n

‘ i can see in the eyes of the folks that we’re 
assisting just the relief of being taken care of, 
being in a safe place.’— Jennifer hund, Diocese of Oklahoma volunteers coordinator

a seminarian at the Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University in Atlan-
ta, but other than that, she knew little 
about the Ismaili community prior to 
meeting Momin.

She also said she hopes that inter-
faith events between the Epiphany con-
gregation and the Ismaili community, 
including visiting each other’s places of 
worship, will educate members from 
both sides and foster ongoing dialogue 
addressing social justice issues in and 
around Decatur. So far, Epiphany mem-
bers have visited the Jamatkhana; Ismaili 
community members were scheduled to 
visit the church later in the year.

“There are lots of similarities and dif-
ferences between the Episcopalian and 
Islamic faiths, and we’re very excited 
about the similarities and learning how 

we can grow from each other through 
our differences,” Lambelet said.

Momin said, “There’s also commonal-
ity with faith communities’ level of un-
derstanding theological concepts around 
social justice and eliminating inequities. 
If we educate each other about faith and 
ethics and values and commonality and 
connection, we can work towards that.”

The women said they plan on making 
future joint service projects bigger than 
the first one. They also hope their new 
partnership will not only help the great-
er Decatur community and their shared 
ecosystem, but also lead to individual 
growth in faith.   n

Shireen Korkzan is a Midwest-based 
freelance reporter who primarily writes 
about religion, race, ethnicity and social 
justice issues. Follow her on Twitter and 
Instagram @smkrm.

 

EPISCOPALNEWSSERVICE.ORG 

ENS
EPISCOPAL NEWS SERVICE

REAL  
ISSUES,  
RELIABLE  
COVERAGE

 

EPISCOPALNEWSSERVICE.ORG 

ENS
EPISCOPAL NEWS SERVICE

REAL  
ISSUES,  
RELIABLE  
COVERAGE

ATLAnTA continued from page 10



12 Episcopal Journal    December 2021

      FaiTh and ThE arTS

art at the Frontiers of Faith: Spain, 1000-1200
By Pamela A. Lewis

“F
rontier” usually denotes sepa-
ration and limitation, a bound-
ary betwixt “here” and “there,” 
and even “us” and “them.” 

Whether wrought by nature or by hu-
man hands, a frontier at once divides 
and defines.

According to Julia Perratore, cura-
tor of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art’s Cloisters exhibition in New York, 
“Spain, 1000-1200,” open until Jan. 30, 
the borderlands of medieval Spain were 
understood as places that “simultane-
ously separated and connected different 
territories.”

Medieval Spanish art embodies this 
concept, as different faith communities 
maintained their distinct beliefs while 
also cultivating shared interests and 
tastes, thereby “navigating the tension 
between separation and connection.” 

Christian, Muslim and Jewish com-
munities coexisted in medieval Spain for 
centuries, and, despite religious differ-
ences, shared their respective and vibrant 
artistic traditions. Artists and patrons of 
the Christian-ruled northern peninsula 
interacted with the cosmopolitan arts of 
southern, Muslim-ruled Spain (al-Anda-
lus) as dramatic shifts in the balance of 
power between Christian and Muslim 
rulers resulted in the Muslims’ losing ter-
ritory to the Christian kingdoms of the 
northern peninsula. 

Yet this was not entirely a divisive age, 
as the 46 religious and secular objects at-
test, which are displayed in the austere 
Fuentidueña Chapel — itself an object in 
the exhibition — and which is focused on 
Christian iconography. The years encom-
passed by this show reflect the impressive 
diversity of Spanish art that resulted from 
a cultural intersection that transcended 
the frontier’s moving line.

The exhibition’s works (many of 
which are drawn from the Met’s collec-
tion, with some loans from other institu-
tions), include silk textiles, monumental 
sculptures, illuminated manuscripts and 

fine metalwork. They range 
in size from the 30-foot-
tall Fuentidueña Apse itself 
to a tiny carved ivory chess 
piece. 

Whereas cultural adapta-
tion and appropriation are 
often met with criticism 
and hostility in our own 
time, these actions were ac-
cepted and cultivated. For 
example, Muslims incorpo-
rated in their own artwork 
the Romanesque style of 
Christian Western Europe.

The monastery church of 
San Baudelio de Berlanga, 
Spain, built in the late 11th 
century after the Christian-
ruled kingdom of León and 
Castile seized the city of To-
ledo, stands as a compelling 
example of an area where 
different traditions met. Its 
architecture, reflecting the 

Great Mosque of Córdoba, was inspired 
by northern Christian church-building 
practices coupled with the Islamic archi-
tecture of al-Andalus.

But the Christian-Muslim intersec-
tion is equally evident in one-dimen-
sional works that were produced when 
San Baudelio underwent a makeover in 
the early 12th century by painters from 
northeastern Spain who covered the 
monastery’s walls with frescoes. These 
images bear the distinctive traits of Ro-
manesque and Byzantine art and also re-
veal their acquaintance with Islamic art. 

From among these Baudelio frescoes 
(later transferred to canvas and part of 
the Met collection), dating from the 
first half of the 12th century, are a pair 
of paintings depicting two miracles from 
Jesus’ adult life: the Healing of the Blind 
Man and the Raising of Lazarus, and the 
Temptation of Christ by the Devil.

While Islamic pictorial features are 
largely absent from these paintings, the 
Romanesque style is evident both in the 
treatment of the figures and their gar-
ments, and the almost cartoonlike, side-
by-side scenes are at once presented with 
directness and restraint. These events 

do not occur sequentially in St. John’s 
Gospel; however, the artist has chosen 
to communicate the overarching themes 
of rebirth, redemption, and resistance to 
evil suasion.

Also from San Baudelio monastery is 
a fresco (later transferred to canvas) of a 
one-hump camel, a delightful example 
of the meeting of cultures showing that 
the monks, living in Christian territory, 
came into contact with travelers riding 
on animals that were brought into Mus-
lim Spain from faraway lands, notably 
North Africa.

In addition to the creature’s deeply 
dipping neck, saucily upturned hooves, 
and gentle expression, there are on this 

work, dating from the first 
half of the 12th century, 
faint yet distinctly Islamic 
motifs along the picture’s 
edges, all of which testify to 
Christian-Muslim mutual 
awareness and contact. 

Islamic architectural el-
ements, such as stepped 
crenellations, vegetal mo-
tifs, and the horseshoe arch, 
are strongly discernible in 
a hefty marble gravestone 
from Almeria, dating from 
the 12th century.

These embellishments 
recall the exterior façade of 
the Great Mosque of Cór-
doba (the spiritual heart 
of al-Andalus) and include 
inscriptions professing the 
faith on the stele’s outer 
border. Inside the horse-
shoe-shaped arch (an indig-
enous form which would 
be embraced by all faiths), 

an inscription praises God. 
An ornate, leather-bound Hebrew 

Bible (which Jews in medieval Spain 
referred to as the “Sanctuary of God”) 
dating before 1366, is one of the exhi-
bition’s several precious, religious texts. 
It bears decorative elements found in 
both Islamic and Christian manuscripts, 
which demonstrate how medieval pa-
trons and artists alternated between vi-
sual languages.

Almost perfectly intact and splendid-

ly adorned, the Bible is quiet yet power-
ful evidence of shared artistic tastes that 
transcend cultural and religious biases. 
There is the exquisite Bifolium from the 
Andalusian Pink Qur’an, dating from 
the 13th century, referring to the paper’s 
hue, and believed to have come from the 
town of Javita in southwest Valencia, re-
portedly the site of the earliest paper mill 
in Spain.

The crisply executed calligraphy and 
extensive use of gold suggest that the 
Pink Qur’an was made for a royal or a 
noble patron, and it stands as a superb 
example of Islamic work within a Span-
ish manuscript.

continued on page 13

Above, Crucifix, ca. 1150-1200, Castile-
León, Spain; white oak with paint, gold 
leaf, and tin leaf (corpus), softwood with 
paint and tin leaf (cross).

Left, Leaf from a Beatus Manuscript: the 
Lamb at the Foot of the Cross, Flanked by 
Two Angels, ca. 1180; Tempera, gold, and 
ink on parchment.

Below, Bifolium from the Andalusian Pink 
Qur’an, ca. 13th century, Spain; Ink, gold, 
silver, and opaque watercolor on paper.

Panel with Byzantine Ivory Carving of 
the Crucifixion,10th century (ivory); late 
11th century (setting), Silver-gilt with 
pseudo-filigree, glass, crystal, and sapphire 
cabochons; ivory on wood support, Made 
in Constantinople (ivory); Made in 
Aragon, Spain (?) (setting), Byzantine 
(ivory); Spanish (setting).
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Three illuminated manuscript leaves 
from the Beatus (of the town of Liéba-
na) manuscripts depicting the visions 
of Saint John the Divine (Book of Rev-
elation) are beautiful testaments to the 
artistry and strong intellectual milieu 
of monastic culture there.

The 10th and 11th century panels 
featuring a carved ivory Crucifixion 
scene surrounded by glass, stone cabo-
chons, and other media, are tours-de-
force of medieval Spanish panel work, 
one of which contains a sapphire seal 
inscribed in Arabic with 
four of the 99 “Beautiful 
Names” of God.

On the other side of 
this deeply religious era 
was an equally lively secu-
lar life, and there are a vari-
ety of small objects, many 
for private use, which en-
large our understanding 
and appreciation of medi-
eval Spain’s creativity and 
practicality. An elephant 
ivory pyxis (box), lavishly 
adorned with diverse ani-
mals, is a splendid melding of European 
and Islamic carving technique.

Whether a bronze 11th-century in-
cense burner was meant for secular or 
religious use is unknown, but its imagi-
native design seems to outweigh such 
considerations. The image of battling 
soldiers on the boldly-colored coffret 
(box) showing the Legend of Guilhem, 
Count of Toulouse, on its lid and sides, 
almost come to life, and an otherwise 
quotidian object serves as a means to 

commemorate a legendary figure.
“Spain, 1000-1200” offers a number 

of carved stone, monumental objects. 
The exhibition’s most architecturally 
dramatic and spiritually moving object 
may well be  the imposing apse (the 
rounded eastern end of a church), dis-
mantled stone by stone in 1957 from 
the ruined Romanesque church of San 
Martin in the Spanish village of Fuen-
tidueña. It was reconstructed in 1961 at 
the Cloisters as a permanent loan from 

the Spanish government. 
(The exhibition includes 

a 28-minute documentary video chroni-
cling this process.)

Its thick, yellow jasper walls, opened 
up by horseshoe arched, slit windows, 
rise to a barrel vault and culminate in a 
half dome, engendering a solemn wor-
ship space. Subtle and softening Islamic 
patterning can be noted in the stonework 
around the window arches, which are 
also supported by columns surmounted 
by decorated capitals.

In the dome is a fresco from the apse 

of another Spanish church, San Juan de 
Tredós, in the Catalonian Pyrenees, il-
lustrating the Virgin and Child. This 
image of the enthroned Mother of God - 
majestic, remote, transcendent - embod-
ies all that is understood by the Roman-
esque spirit and style.

The large Spanish crucifix hang-
ing from the vault directly in front of 
the Virgin and Child complements the 
fresco and dates from the second half of 
the 12th century. The figure of Christ, 
one of the finest surviving examples of 
Romanesque sculpture, wears the gold-
en crown of the king of Heaven rather 
than the crown of thorns, and exudes a 
resigned and dignified acceptance of his 
suffering, while heightening the chapel’s 
mystic ambience. 

The Met Cloisters exhibition has 
brought together an array of diverse works 
that speak to the complexity and beauty 
of Spanish art during a dynamic period 
when religious and cultural differences 
were exciting rather than frightening, and 
when art knew no boundaries.   n

Based in New York, Pamela A. Lewis 
writes about topics of faith. This article 
first appeared in The Living Church. 
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By Linda Brooks 

C
hristian Biblical stories have been presented vi-
sually in numerous ways — from early symbolic 
scratches on hidden walls, to incredibly realistic 
detailed paintings, and then a return to sym-

bolism in modern abstract paintings. But rarely does a 
painting transcend time in all of these genres. Such is 
the uniqueness of the masterpiece known as “The Mys-
tical Nativity” by Sandro Botticelli completed in 1501. 

At first glance, it is a classic Nativity scene — Mary 
and the infant Jesus resting in a grotto with a stylized 
roof signifying a manger. Joseph rests close by. There 
is a donkey and an ox, shepherds to the right and the 
wise men on the left. It would be a calm serene setting 
— if not for the strange angels. 

There is tension in their movement, everywhere in 
the painting. On the manger roof, three angels read 
from the Bible. They are dressed in white, red and 
green, the colors of faith, hope and charity. Above 
them, 12 similarly-dressed angels circle, holding 
branches and ribbons suspended with crowns. Below 
in the foreground, another three angels embrace men 
rising from the ground, holding scrolls which proclaim 
in Latin, “peace on earth to men of goodwill.” At their 
feet, seven devils flee to the underworld. 

What is going on with this imagery? It is joy and 
celebration, but also fear and sorrow. This painting is 
showing not just Christ’s birth but his entire life and 
resurrection. The cloth loosely wrapped around the 
Christ child’s body is symbolic of his resurrection. He 
is not looking up to his mother but to the cross that is 

marked on the donkey’s shoulder, perhaps indicating 
his future arrival in Jerusalem. Botticelli is asking the 
viewer to think of Jesus’s birth and his resurrection.     

This is the only known signed work by Botticelli. 
Along the top there is an inscription in Greek that 
reads, ‘This picture, at the end of the year 1500, in the 
troubles of Italy, I, Alessandro, in the half-time after 
the time, painted, according to the eleventh [chapter] 
of Saint John, in the second woe of the Apocalypse, 
during the release of the devil for three and a half years; 
then he shall be bound in the twelfth [chapter] and we 
shall see [him buried] as in this picture’.

The quote reflects the fact that the late 1490s to 
early 1500s was a time of great turmoil in Italy. Botti-
celli, as well as much of the population, thought it was 
the end of days. The city of Florence feared war with 
France was imminent and the opulent Renaissance was 
transformed into the restrictive Reformation period. 

The fanatical conservative preacher Girolamo Sa-
vonarola had urged people to repent for their extrava-
gant lifestyles. There was no mass communications to 
compare voices, only the fear given by one voice. 

We can look at this painting today and see the cycle 
of our own times — fear, war, death — are as continu-
ous as birth and resurrection. Perhaps we can contem-
plate the beauty Botticelli has given us and be inspired 
by it. This is a season of great joy. Whatever troubled 
times Botticelli experienced have passed, as will our 
own difficulties in time.   n 

With material from Wikipedia and Gareth Leaney’s 
Art Blog.   

Botticelli’s “nativity”: an elusive mystery of time

Healing of the Blind 
Man and the Raising of 
Lazarus, first half of the 
12th century (possibly 
1129-34), Castile-León, 
Spain, Fresco transferred 
to canvas.

Hebrew Bible, Before 
1366, Castile, Spain; 
Ink, tempera, and gold 
on parchment; leather 
binding.
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Sandro Botticelli, “Nativity of Jesus,” 1500-1501, National 
Gallery, London
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

T
he standing committee of the Diocese of Al-
bany (N.Y.), the last remaining U.S.-based 
diocese in the Episcopal Church to prohibit 
same-sex marriage, announced on Nov. 1 that 

the ceremonies may proceed in the diocese, bringing 
it into compliance with General Convention’s man-
date to make marriage rites available to all couples.

“We seek the renewing and rebuilding of our dioc-
esan community,” the standing committee wrote in 
its announcement, which quoted the 79th General 
Convention’s Resolution B012 and other church doc-
uments in explaining the committee’s decision. “We 
pledge ourselves to work with one another in a spirit 
of mutual respect in the midst of ‘theological diversity 
in regard to matters of human sexuality.’”

The status of same-sex marriage in the northern 
New York diocese has been a point of contention ever 
since former Bishop William Love refused to imple-
ment Resolution B012, the 2018 General Conven-
tion measure aimed at ensuring marriage equality in 
all dioceses where same-sex marriage is legal.

Seven other bishops who, like Love, were theologi-
cally opposed to same-sex marriage agreed to end re-
strictions on the ceremonies in their dioceses, through 
a process under B012 in which another bishop as-
sumes any pastoral oversight that might be needed for 

the wedding.
Love was the only bishop who 

refused to implement B012, and 
a disciplinary panel determined 
in October 2020 that his refusal 
violated church canon law and his 
ordination vows. Love resigned 
rather than face further disciplin-
ary action and joined the Angli-
can Church in North America.

Since Love’s resignation, the diocese’s standing 
committee has been the ecclesiastical authority while 
a search for the next diocesan bishop is underway.

In its Nov. 1 announcement, the standing com-
mittee — which has some new members as a result of 
elections at the Oct. 23 diocesan convention — said 
that “as a body” it is theologically opposed to same-
sex marriage.

However, in order to comply with B012 in the in-
terim period until the election of the next diocesan 
bishop, the committee directed clergy who plan to 
celebrate same-sex marriages to consult with Assisting 
Bishop Michael Smith, whom the committee called 
in August to serve during the leadership transition.

Smith, previously bishop of the Diocese of North 
Dakota, was one of eight bishops who refused to al-
low same-sex couples to marry using trial rites ap-
proved in 2015 by the 78th General Convention. In 
2018, he agreed to implement B012 in North Dakota 

by designating pastoral oversight 
to another bishop. Smith retired 
as diocesan bishop in May 2019.

The Albany standing commit-
tee, in directing clergy to “work 
out on our behalf the details of a 
Letter of Agreement for supple-
mental episcopal pastoral sup-
port,” is working within B012’s 

provision for another bishop to provide oversight for 
same-sex marriages, though it was not immediately 
clear what bishop would fill that role.

The diocese had been scheduled to vote at its Oct. 
23 convention on whether to amend its canons that 
still prohibit clergy from officiating same-sex wed-
dings (and the use of diocesan property for such wed-
dings) and restrict ordination to people who are in 
heterosexual marriages or celibate.

However, rather than debating the change, lay and 
clergy delegates voted 126 to 116 for a procedural 
amendment that said no canonical changes would 
be made at the online convention. The next time the 
diocese will be able to consider the resolutions is at 
its next in-person diocesan convention, scheduled for 
June.

Until then, the canons remain on the books. Some 
other dioceses — such as Dallas — also have similar 
bans on the books even though their bishops allow 
same-sex marriages.   n

diocese of albany (n.Y.) opens door to same-sex marriages
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By Episcopal Journal

P
residing Bishop Michael Curry 
officiated at the funeral of Gen. 
Colin Powell, former U.S. sec-
retary of state, at Washington 

National Cathedral on Nov. 5, in a cer-
emony attended by a host of dignitaries. 
Powell, a lifelong Episcopalian, died on 
Oct. 18 at age 84 of complications from 
COVID-19.

Curry was joined by Washington 
Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde; cathedral 
dean Randolph Hollerith and the Rev. 
Joshua Walters, rector of St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in McLean, Va., Powell’s 
home parish.

The Rev. Stuart kenworthy, former 
interim vicar at the cathedral and long-

time rector of Christ Church George-
town in Washington, gave the sermon.

Powell served in the administrations 
of several presidents, including President 
Ronald Reagan, who appointed him na-
tional security adviser in 1987. He was 
the first African American in that role, 
and in 1989, he became the first Black 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff un-
der President George H.W. Bush. When 
Bush’s son George W. Bush became 
president in 2001, he picked Powell as 
his secretary of state, another first for an 
African American.

President Joe Biden and former presi-
dents Barack Obama and George W. 
Bush, as well as former secretaries of 
state Hillary Clinton, Condoleezza Rice 
and Madeleine Albright attended the 

funeral. Albright gave a 
eulogy, along with for-
mer Deputy Secretary 
of State Richard Armit-
age and Powell’s son Mi-
chael.

“As I grew to know 
him, I came to view 
Colin Powell as a figure 
who almost transcended 
time — for his virtues 
were Homeric honesty, 
dignity, loyalty and an 
unshakable commit-
ment to his calling and 
word,” Albright said.

Armitage recalled 
how their regular 7 a.m. 
morning calls shifted to 
9:30 on Sunday morn-
ings, after his supervi-
sor had returned from 
church.

“Colin loved the church: He loved 
the ceremony. He loved the liturgy. He 
loved the high hymns, which made him 
extremely happy,” said Armitage, who 
served with Powell in the State Depart-
ment during the George W. Bush ad-
ministration, during the private ceremo-
ny that was livestreamed on YouTube.

“And he would answer the same way 
every Sunday. He said, ‘Oh yes, I was 
at church. And I want you to know I’m 
in the state of grace.’ And I would an-
swer the same way every Sunday: ‘Colin, 
if you’re not in the state of grace, who 
among us is?’ And that was every day 
for almost 40 years, the same opening 
remarks.”

Powell, the son of Jamaican immi-
grants, grew up in New York’s South 
Bronx neighborhood, where his fam-
ily attended St. Margaret’s Episcopal 

Church. He served as an acolyte, and his 
father was senior warden.

“I’ll never forget when I was con-
firmed, the bishop laying his hands 
on my head and intoning, ‘Defend, O 
Lord, this thy child with thy heavenly 
grace, that he may continue thine for-
ever,’” Powell wrote in 1991 for Guide-
posts magazine. “Those words gave me a 
deep assurance, and every year thereaf-
ter when I heard this supplication, that 
feeling of God watching over me was 
reaffirmed. Along with it was a sense of 
needing to live up to his expectations.”

Powell wrote in his memoir, “My 
American Journey,” that he and his 
family attended another St. Margaret’s 
when they lived in Dale City, Va. He 
was elected senior warden (“following 
in my father’s footsteps”), his wife Alma 
was a member of the altar guild and son 
Michael and daughter Linda assisted at 
Mass. “The tradition had been passed to 
the next generation, from one St. Marga-
ret’s to another, like an endless stream,” 
he wrote. 

Curry, in a statement after Powell’s 
death, recalled meeting with him over 
breakfast a few years ago. “He became 
energized and passionate about his work 
with the Colin Powell School for Civic 
and Global Leadership, which is part of 
his alma mater, the City College of New 
York. He cared about people deeply. He 
served his country and humanity no-
bly. He loved his family and his God 
unswervingly. As Jesus says in the New 
Testament, ‘Well done, good and faith-
ful servant.’”   n

With files from Episcopal News Service 
and wire services. 
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry officiates 
at the funeral of Colin Powell at 
Washington National Cathedral. 
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The Rev. Theodora N. Brooks, of St. Margaret’s, New York, 
walks with Colin Powell and others toward the church after 
dedication of the nearby General Colin Powell Apartment 
Complex in 2010. 
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

D
elegates representing Presid-
ing Bishop Michael Curry and 
the Episcopal Church at the 
COP26 United Nations Cli-

mate Change Conference presented a 
summary of their work to the church on 
Nov. 12, saying they felt empowered by 
their presence even though the ultimate 
outcome of the conference remained un-
certain at that date.

Delegates said they were frustrated 
to witness political leaders’ ongoing ob-
structionism, but proud of the voices and 
religious conviction that they brought to 
the table.

“You are making the creation glad,” 
California Bishop Marc Andrus told the 

delegates during the presentation. “The 
groaning of the creation is being turned 
into the good news and the rejoicing of 
the creation by your work. There’s so 
much more to do.”

COP26, officially the 26th Confer-

ence of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, took place 
in Glasgow, Scotland, and online 
from Oct. 31 through Nov. 12.

Andrus led the Episcopal del-
egation alongside Lynnaia Main, 
the Episcopal Church’s represen-
tative to the United Nations. They 
were joined by 24 clergy and lay 
delegates from across the church, 
as well as staff members the Rev. 
Melanie Mullen, director of reconcilia-
tion, justice, and creation care; Phoebe 
Chatfield, program associate for creation 
care and justice; Rebecca Cotton, a fel-
low in the church’s Washington, D.C.-
based Office of Government Relations; 
and Nick Gordon, intern for the United 
Thank Offering.

Part of the delegates’ mis-
sion was to learn about the 
state of the climate crisis and 
efforts to address it, and to 
bring what they learned back 
to the wider church.

“The church is here to do 
this work not just for the 24 
folks who were selected as 
delegates, but as a whole — 
as a body of Christ,” Mullen 
said.

The conference ended 
with an agreement that calls 
on 197 countries to report 
their progress on mitigating 
climate change next year at 

COP27 in Egypt, but little consensus on 
concrete actions. U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al António Guterres said the agreement 
“is an important step but is not enough.”

Current greenhouse gas emission 
commitments still fail to meet the 2015 

Paris Agreement, in which almost 200 
countries set voluntary goals aimed at 
limiting global warming to less than 2 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial lev-
els, settling on a 1.5-degree target.

At the time, the goal was meant to 
mitigate the catastrophic effects of ris-
ing temperatures on the Earth’s surface, 
which causes melting glaciers; rising sea 
levels; and more frequent and extreme 
hurricanes, droughts, snowstorms and 
wildfires. Since then, climate scientists 
have warned that climate change’s threat 
to humanity is at a “code red,” as warm-
ing is close to the 1.5-degree threshold 
already.

If current greenhouse gas emission 
commitments continue as they are now, 
it would lead to warming by 2.7 degrees 
by the end of the century, according to 
a U.N. report. A 30% cut is needed to 
limit warming to 2 degrees, and a 55% 
cut is needed to limit it to 1.5.

As a delegate, Colombia Bishop Fran-
cisco Duque said he was interested in 
learning about scientific advances and 
the national and international policies 
aimed at addressing climate change.

“Our commitment to the care of cre-
ation is fundamental as stewards of it,” 
he said, in a daily email digest sent by the 

church’s Creation Care team.
As negotiators moved to-

ward a final agreement, they 
were “mired in disputes over 
the rules for carbon markets, 
financial support for vulnerable 
nations and provisions calling 
for the phase out of coal and 
fossil fuel subsidies,” the Wash-
ington Post reported.

“We have seen very clearly 
these past two weeks that the 

U.N. is an imperfect system for dialogue 
and diplomacy,” Main said. “But it’s the 
only forum we have at the moment to 
address the magnitude and immediacy 
of the climate emergency.”

During COP26, the Episcopal del-
egates (as well as their Anglican coun-
terparts) communicated their priorities 
to U.N. member states, participated in 
meetings and discussion forums, shared 
updates on social media and hosted 
events, including a “Liturgy for Plan-
etary Crisis” and morning and evening 
prayer services. Episcopalians partici-
pated virtually from the United States, 
Europe and South America.

Though the lack of in-person interac-
tion was disappointing to some, over-
all, the virtual format was “actually an 
advantage,” Andrus said. “We’ve been 
lighter on the Earth than if we’d been 
traveling there in person. But we’ve also 
been able to move from one meeting to 
another.”

Episcopal leaders have noted in their 
advocacy that the impacts of the climate 
crisis are not being felt evenly.

“The most impacted [are] Indigenous 
peoples, people who are tied to the land, 
poor people,” Curry said in a Nov. 12 
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Bishop Marc Andrus, head of the Episcopal delegation 
at COP26, opens the Episcopal Creation Care online 
discussion.
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ABC News interview. “We will see more 
mass migrations of people looking for 
food. … These will have an impact on 
the poorest of the poor.”

In the efforts toward climate change 
action, the value of our religious tradi-
tions and the knowledge of our scientific 
traditions “come together in common 
cause,” the presiding bishop said.

The Episcopal delegation’s four policy 
priorities were to accelerate ambition, in-
crease support for communities experi-
encing loss and damage, protect human 
rights and affirm climate and eco-justice 
in addressing adaptation and mitigation, 
and boost climate finance and mecha-
nisms. Each delegate focused on one of 
those areas.

Delegate Destinee Bates from the Dio-
cese in North Carolina expressed frustra-
tion at the failure of the biggest polluters 
to pay for the damage they have caused, 
which often disproportionately affects 
countries that pollute less. She summa-
rized the loss and damage segment suc-
cinctly by saying, “When you make a 
mess, you should probably clean it up.”

“The U.S. is responsible for an over-
whelming majority of carbon dioxide 
in the world. Our carelessness is at the 
expense of the lives of vulnerable com-
munities, and now we owe a debt. This 
COP saw many leaders dodging finan-
cial liability. But the people of the world 
deserve more than useless platitudes. It’s 
time to pay what we owe.”

The Episcopal delegation’s policy pri-
orities aligned with an overarching theme 
of the conference: the past, present and 
future role of Indigenous peoples in car-
ing for the Earth. Though Indigenous 
activists were highly visible at COP26, 
Episcopal leaders pushed for deeper in-
clusion of their voices at negotiations.

“Effective environmental justice ad-
vocacy anywhere in the world requires 
meaningful and useful partnerships with 
the Indigenous communities who have 
lived in those environments for millen-
nia,” said the Rev. Rachel Taber-Ham-
ilton, a delegate from the Diocese of 
Olympia and a member of the Shackan 
First Nation people. “We inhabit and 
steward 40% of vulnerable biodiversity 
environments on the planet, yet directly 

received only 1% of the international 
funds for climate mitigation projects.”

The presentation ended with a dis-
cussion on translating the experience of 
COP26 into actions that Episcopalians 
can take.

“The end of COP, like so many people 
have said, is really just the beginning of 
climate action,” said Cotton, the Office 
of Government Relations fellow. Cot-
ton said that for U.S. Episcopalians, the 
Episcopal Public Policy Network keeps 
people informed about opportunities to 
advocate for the kind of legislation that 
is needed to stem the climate crisis. She 
pointed specifically to the Build Back 
Better budget reconciliation bill current-
ly being debated in Congress.

“If it passes, it will be the largest in-

vestment from the United States on cli-
mate change and will be a method of 
making substantial progress towards the 
U.S.’s stated commitment of reducing 
our greenhouse gas emissions 50% by 
2030,” Cotton said.

Creation care has been one of the Epis-
copal Church’s three top priorities dur-
ing Curry’s primacy, in addition to racial 
reconciliation and evangelism. General 
Convention has passed numerous reso-
lutions on the issue, whether support-
ing federal climate action or pledging 
to mitigate the church’s own impact on 
the environment. Through the Office of 
Governmental Relations and the Episco-
pal Public Policy Network, the church 
has advocated for government policies in 
line with General Convention stances on 
climate change.

Throughout COP26, Episcopal del-
egates and leaders have emphasized that 
protecting the Earth and preventing hu-
man suffering are not merely political 
talking points but central tenets of the 
Episcopal faith — a message that Taber-
Hamilton encouraged participants to 
take home to their churches.

“The faith of re-greening the world 
must become as central to our theology, 
and to our worship, as crucifixion and 
resurrection,” she said. “We must give 
nothing less than all we have and all we 
are in order to assure new life if genera-
tions are to follow us at all. The world 
to come that we pray for in our Sunday 
worship is ours to entomb or to liber-
ate.”   n

COP26 continued from page 15
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Bishop Curry being interviewed on ABC News about why church is involved with climate 
crisis advocacy.
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