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Hospital chaplain develops system  
that helps loved ones speak for patients who can’t

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A
mid all the bodily suffer-
ing that hospital work-
ers have seen during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 

Elizabeth Tracey was bothered by 
another kind of suffering: the de-
humanization of care for patients 
who were intubated and could not 
speak.

Wanting to restore a personal 
connection between patients and 
medical staff, she developed an au-
dio system that helps doctors and 
nurses get to know their patients through 
the voices of their loved ones.

Even before the pandemic, Tracey — 
an Episcopalian and lay chaplain at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore — had 
been witnessing burnout and frustration 

among doctors and nurses. Burdened with 
growing workloads and dealing increasingly 
with computerized processes, many medical 
workers were feeling demoralized and dis-
connected from their patients.

COVID-19 dramatically escalated that 

phenomenon. Hospital staff have 
been stretched to their limits, 
treating unprecedented numbers 
of patients who are on ventilators 
and unable to speak. On top of 
that, the relatives and friends who 
normally would communicate on 
behalf of nonverbal patients and 
give doctors personal insights have 
been unable to visit for much of 
the pandemic.

A conversation with a critical 
care physician in Johns Hopkins’ 
medical intensive care unit in 
April 2020 impressed upon Tracey 
the gravity of this particular aspect 

of the pandemic.
“All of my patients are intubated, sedated 

and often prone, and there’s no family tell-
ing me their story. I have no idea who they 
are,” Tracey recalled him saying.

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

S
unday worshippers who attend one of the three 
services at St. Luke in the Fields Episcopal Church in 
New York’s West Village neighborhood in Manhattan 
face new pandemic protocols. In addition to wearing 

a face mask, they now have to provide proof that they have 
been vaccinated against the coronavirus.

Though far from common, across the Episcopal Church 
some congregations are requiring proof of vaccination, now 
that vaccines are widely available and easily obtained and 
have been demonstrated to be effective and safe. Churches 
that are limiting in-person worship to the vaccinated cite another 
factor: the recent surge in COVID-19 cases nationally due to the 
highly contagious delta variant.

“This is an evolving situation, so we’re trying to evolve with it,” the 
Rev. Caroline Stacey, rector of St. Luke in the Fields, told ENS. She 
sees in-person worship as a core mission of the church, and church 
leaders should make attending those services as safe as possible.

“The rights of individuals to choose not to get vaccinated ends 
where the responsibility to safeguard the worshipping community 
begins,” she said.

New York’s Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine has established 

a similar vaccination requirement for anyone entering the building. 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco began Aug. 29 checking for proof 
of vaccination at Sunday worship services.

The cathedrals allow unvaccinated children to attend worship 
services with parents who show their own proof of vaccination. In 
mid-August both New York and San Francisco, the two most densely 
populated cities in the United States, mandated proof of vaccination 
to enter certain indoor spaces, such as restaurants and concert halls, 
though such measures are optional for religious facilities.

Individual Episcopal congregations, with diocesan input, generally 
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The opening procession is seen in a video of the Sept. 9 Evensong at Grace Cathedral 
in San Francisco. The cathedral began requiring on Aug. 29 proof of vaccination to 
attend worship services. 

Photo/Johns Hopkins Medicine

Medical staff at the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore use TIMS 
to log audio interviews with patients’ loved ones. 

Due to U.S. Postal Service delays, Episcopal Journal subscribers may receive this issue later than usual. the situation is affecting many publications 
and the Journal is monitoring the situation. Mail subscriptions include digital subscriptions, available at www.episcopaljournal.org. 
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By David C. McDuffie

Since COVID-19 has 
forever changed life as 
we knew it, we have 
become accustomed to 
hearing a constant re-

frain recognizing our anxiety, fears, and 
loss. “I hope you are doing well in these 
strange times” became a staple of email 
messages I sent.

We have heard these calls of lament 
from the pulpit or, more likely these 
days, from a Zoom box or Facebook 
feed. The church needs to address dif-
ficulty. If it does not, religion risks be-
coming shallow and superficial and will 
inevitably crumble under the strain of 
adversity.

Yet, Christianity is also a resurrection 
faith, and a deep and abiding religious 
faith provides us with not only com-
fort in times of crisis but also with hope 
for the future and confidence in God’s 
transforming grace.

I would propose that one such bless-
ing is our Book of Common Prayer. I 
think it is safe to say that many Episco-
palians have a mixed relationship with 
the Prayer Book.

We have slowly grown accustomed 
over the years to the rhythms and reso-
nance of the liturgy of the Eucharist and 
the occasional Sunday repetition of our 
baptismal vows. We browse through at 
various times looking for an appropriate 
prayer for a particular occasion.

Perhaps we have found ourselves in-
timidated by what can seem like the spir-
itual calisthenics of the Morning Prayer 
service, awkwardly flipping from page 
to page wondering how in God’s name 
everyone else seems to confidently and 
consistently find the right page.

Maybe we have enjoyed the idea 
of the Prayer Book much more than 

appreciated the depths of spiritual 
practice that it offered.

In the last year, we have been presented 
with the opportunity to know the Prayer 
Book more intimately as friend and com-
panion. In a time of great absence, it has 
served as a sacramental presence, an out-
ward and visible sign of the presence of 
grace among us. It has embodied for us 
the potential to realize that, despite dis-
tance, we are all connected and sustained 
by the mysterious yet abiding depth of a 
divine incarnational love.

The Prayer Book was with me when 
my father went into hospice care in the 
summer of 2020. While it was cancer 
and not COVID-19 that ultimately led 
to his transition from this life, it was CO-
VID that kept us from being with him 
in the ICU while he fought with a spirit 
much stronger than his failing body.

When we were allowed in to see him 
during his final week, the Prayer Book 
was there as I read a prayer, with my 
mother at his bedside and, silently, the 
Order of Compline at the close of an 
evening.

As in person worship was suspended 
at the onset of the pandemic, the clergy 
and staff at my parish began weekday 
online offerings of the Daily Office ser-
vices of Morning Prayer and Compline.

Somewhat ironically, in this case, the 
Prayer Book became a more prominent 
part of our worship life not in spite of 
but as a result of the conditions created 
by COVID-19.

One of our members pointed out 
during conversation following Com-
pline one night that it was unlikely we all 
would have actually driven to the church 
at 8:30 p.m. for the service.

And so, the Prayer Book has contin-
ued to bring us together to gather as a 
community of prayer in ways that we 
would not have been otherwise. Isn’t 

this togetherness, in itself, a prayer and 
where, when we connect with each other 
to learn how to live better together, we 
find God?

The pandemic has forced us to stand 
still and we have been given opportunity 
to become aware that prayer is not some-

thing that we do as a transactional peti-
tion to a God “out there” but is, instead, 
becoming increasingly aware of the con-
nections in our lives and letting the God 
who is present all around and within us 
to work through us.

Of course, we can also struggle with 
the Prayer Book. Perhaps we may be trou-
bled by a particularly jarring passage from 
Jeremiah or a confusing or even off-put-
ting reading from the book of Revelation.  

For many, the patriarchal pronouns 
attributed so frequently to God give 
pause, and perhaps we change them as 
we read rendering them gender neutral. 
Or maybe we read them as they are, ac-
cepting that God transcends any gender 
identity that we may attribute and an-
ticipate that the language of future itera-
tions of the Prayer Book will arrive more 
closely at the mysterious reality of the 
Divine.

The Prayer Book is not perfect, but it 
helps us to understand who we are and 
where we have been as a spiritual com-
munity. It grounds us in the present and 
allows us to reach out through time to 

all who have said some version of these 
prayers before us and all who will say 
them after.

When we recognize the communion 
of saints, when we pray that those who 
have passed will rest in peace and rise 
in glory, we implicitly acknowledge the 
thin line between life and death and that 
they are still here with us in some myste-
rious way. Despite its imperfections, the 
Prayer Book offers us signs of grace in an 
uncertain world.

There are glimmers of light indicating 
that our journey through the wilderness 
of this pandemic is beginning to ease. 
The potential of vaccines and our prom-
ise to continue wearing our masks give 
us hope.

There is also hope to be revealed 
within the covers of the Prayer Book. 
It is there in the beautiful simplicity of 
Noonday Prayer and evening Compline 
and in a particular canticle or collect that 
speaks to us on a particular day.

Once we have been oriented and 
overcome our insecurities regarding page 
numbers and proper pronunciation and 
allowed the Holy Spirit to guide, it is 
also there in the spiritual symmetry of 
Morning Prayer and in any of the other 
corners of the Prayer Book that we may 
explore.

In our various absences during the 
pandemic, the Prayer Book has been 
there for us in ways that our primary 
formal sacrament frequently could not 
be, reminding us with a quiet confidence 
that God’s transforming grace is still at 
work in the world.   n

David C. McDuffie is a senior lecturer 
in the Department of Religious Studies 
at the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro. This is excerpted from an 
article originally published at the Episcopal 
Café (www.episcopalcafe.com).

      From THe ediTor’S deSk 
IT IS A MEASURE of the man 
who was Bishop John Shelby 
Spong that his obituary on page 
4 cites four sources. 

Conservative Christian me-
dia leaned  on what they see as 
his extremely unorthodox views 

on core Christian doctrine; liberal media focused 
more intently on his appeal to contemporary soci-
ety and his bold support of female and gay clergy 
before church rules allowed such ordinations.

I interviewed Spong in 2000 for Canada’s 
Anglican Journal after an invitation to preach 
was withdrawn by an Ontario Anglican church 
because some parishioners thought he was too 
“controversial,” an adjective that dogged him con-
stantly. Canada’s more-liberal denomination, the 
United Church, was just fine with him preaching 
at two of their churches. 

He attended a reception at the Anglican Book 
Center in Toronto in connection with the publi-
cation of his autobiography, “Here I Stand: My 
Struggle for a Christianity of Integrity, Love and 
Equality.”

It was a good interview, but I had the feeling 

that he was talking at me rather than with me, that 
after hundreds of interviews, he had his set talking 
points and answers and was more interested in 
putting forth his point of view than engaging in 
discussion.

Equally interesting, to me, was the reaction 
of the reception attendees who happened to be 
gay — book center employees, clergy, lay people. 
From the way they greeted Spong, thanked him 
and spoke with him, he was a figure of deep 
meaning to them. 

In 2000, openly-gay U.S. bishop Gene Robinson 
had not yet been elected, the Canadian church did 
not allow even a church blessing ceremony for 
same-sex unions, much less same-sex marriage, 
which was not yet legal, and a Canadian Anglican 
priest, James Ferry, had had his license withdrawn 
for being in a homosexual relationship.

For me, a heterosexual white woman, Spong’s 
views questioning such dogma as a literal accep-
tance of the virgin birth and the resurrection were 
as engaging as his support of the marginalized. 

For the people at the reception, his “stand” 
spoke to the soul and was as important as life and 
death.   n

      ConverSaTionS  
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A small team of Episcopal clergy 
in the Diocese of Northern Cal-
ifornia spent weeks ministering 
to some of the people and ani-

mals who were forced to flee their homes 
because of the Caldor Fire near Lake 
Tahoe. The Episcopalians brought coffee 
and food, marshaled donations of bikes 
for children and prayed with evacuees 
upon request.

They also helped distribute money 
and gift cards that were furnished by a 
disaster relief effort led by the diocese, 
which announced this week that it had 
raised more than $11,000 in donations.

The Caldor Fire as of mid-September 
had consumed more than 200,000 acres 
and destroyed hundreds of structures. 
The Episcopal outreach included pa-
rishioners from the Episcopal Church of 
Our Saviour in Placer-
ville who call themselves 
Team Caldor, working 
with diocesan officials 
on a long-term assis-
tance plan for the most 
financially vulnerable 
victims of the fire’s dev-
astation.

“It’s not over yet,” the 
Rev. Debra Sabino said 
Sept. 8 as she described 
to ENS some of the on-
going efforts to respond 
to the wildfires that con-
tinue to wreak havoc in 
Northern California and 
other parts of the West.

State officials said in mid-September 
that wildfires had consumed about 2 
million acres in California so far this 
year. Other fires continued to burn in 
the state. The largest, the Dixie Fire 
northeast of Chico, has burned at least 

900,000 acres.
“In the midst of the anxiety and despair 

that natural disasters bring, the Diocese 
of Northern California works hard to 
provide pastoral support, community, 
and resources to those in distress,” the 
diocese says on a page of online resources 
for disaster preparedness. The page also 
highlights the support it receives from 
Episcopal Relief & Development.

“As Christians, we are called to serve 
the vulnerable in our communities. In a 
disaster, our vulnerabilities are laid bare 
before us and our call to serve becomes 
clearly present,” the diocese says.

“The Diocese of Northern California 
is experienced at responding to disasters, 
particularly wildfires,” Katie Mears, 
senior director of Episcopal Relief & 
Development’s U.S. Disaster Program, 
said in a news release. “The staff had 
prepared in advance so they were able to 
quickly mobilize to help people affected 

by this year’s fires.”
Sabino has served for 

six years as rector at Our 
Saviour, located a little 
more than 10 miles west 
of the edge of the area 
burned by the Caldor 
Fire, which ignited on 
Aug. 14. Placerville was 
never threatened, though 
about 10 families from 
the congregation live in 
the evacuation zone and 
had to flee last month. 
None of those parishio-
ners lost their homes.

Many evacuees found 
refuge at a Red Cross 

shelter in Cameron Park, west of Placer-
ville, with some setting up tents or park-
ing RVs outside the shelter, Sabino said. 
A Walmart parking lot in Placerville also 
served as a temporary camp for evacuees.

“It was just chaotic. There were peo-

ple filing in from everywhere,” she said.
Sabino and the Rev. Tom Gartin, 

priest-in-charge at Faith Episcopal 
Church in Cameron Park, prayed out-
side the Red Cross shelter early in the 
crisis and then joined with other clergy 
in the area to assist evacuees.

A local Starbucks donated coffee, pas-
tries and sandwiches for the clergy mem-
bers to take to the people camped out 
in parking lots. Sabino lent her camper 
trailer to a nurse who had fled the Cal-
dor Fire with her two dogs.

Sabino also visited D’Agostini Ranch 
in El Dorado County, which offered ac-
commodations to evacuees, especially 
those who had fled with horses, livestock 
and other farm animals. The ranch pro-
vided temporary showers and laundry 
facilities, and volunteers helped distrib-
ute donated food to the families.

Sabino put out a call on Facebook for 

donations of bicycles and received about 
20, which she brought to some of the 
children who were camping at the ranch 
until they and their families could return 
home.

Some evacuees asked Sabino to pray 
with them. Despite being displaced by 
the fire, “they were just so overwhelm-
ingly positive,” she told ENS.

With conditions improving around 
Lake Tahoe, some of the evacuation 
orders were being lifted, and residents 
were able to return to assess any damage 
to their homes. The clergy members 
from Placerville and Cameron Park 
continued to visit people who remain at 
the shelters.

With the Caldor Fire consuming 
hundreds of acres each day, the smoke 
remained a health hazard. “The air 
quality is so bad,” Sabino said. “It’s like 
driving through a thick fog.”   n

      newS
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episcopal volunteers help northern California fire evacuees

Photos/courtesy of Debra Sabino

The Rev. Debra Sabino, rector of the Episcopal Church of Our Saviour in Placerville, 
Calif., helps unload some of the supplies donated to evacuees who fled the Caldor Fire in 
Northern California.

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopalians and church lead-
ers in the Diocese of Louisiana 
assessed damage and recovery  
efforts while assisting with emer-

gency housing needs after Hurricane Ida.
Ida made landfall Aug. 29 near Port 

Fourchon as a Category 4 hurricane, 
with winds reaching 150 mph and a 
coastal storm surge of up to 16 feet. In 
New Orleans, the levees held, averting a 
flooding disaster on the scale of Hurri-
cane Katrina, which made landfall exact-
ly 16 years earlier. However, widespread 
damage to the electrical grid meant pow-
er outages for nearly 1 million people 
lasting days and weeks.

The diocese reported minimal flood-
ing damage at its churches, but Ida’s 
heavy wind and rain still packed a punch.

Some of the worst church damage was 
found at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

in Bayou Dularge, south of Houma. The 
storm ripped off large sections of the 
roof, and most of the church’s ceiling fell 
in, according to the Rev. Robert Beazley, 
the diocese’s disaster preparedness and 
response coordinator.

At least eight other churches in the 
diocese sustained minor roof, window 
and water damage.

“A lot of the electrical infrastructure 
is down for anywhere from a week to 
six weeks in [some] areas, so the last-
ing crisis of this hurricane is going to be 
helping evacuees,” Beazley told ENS by 
phone from Tallahassee, Fla., where he 
stayed with relatives. “It’s one thing to 
be in a hotel for three days. It’s another 
thing to be there three weeks.”

The Diocese of Louisiana includes 
New Orleans, Baton Rouge and other 
communities in the southeast section of 
the state. The Diocese of Western Loui-
siana, which includes the northern part 
of the state and southern communities 

as far east as Lafayette, was hit hard a 
year ago by Hurricane Laura. It dodged 
a direct hit from Ida, though the storm 
forced churches to cancel Sunday servic-
es as residents in some parts of the dio-
cese were among those facing mandatory 
or voluntary evacuation orders.

Ida’s inland path cut through the 

middle of the Diocese of 
Mississippi, dumping as 
much as a foot of rain on 
some southern and coastal 
communities. Even so, that 
region fared better than ex-
pected, and churches there 
sustained no more than mi-
nor damage, according to 
the Rev. Scott Lenoir, the 
diocese’s disaster prepared-
ness and response team co-
ordinator.

The dioceses in the region 
are working with Episcopal 
Relief & Development to 

assess the needs of residents, especially 
evacuees, and provide financial relief as 
requested. The agency said in a news 
release that it has scheduled daily calls 
with local Episcopal leaders since last 
weekend. Episcopalians interested in 
helping are encouraged to contribute to 

episcopalians assess damage from Hurricane ida

A direction sign for evacuees is 
seen at Faith Episcopal Church, 
Cameron Park, Calif.

Photo/Rachael Daisy Walker via Facebook

A damaged roof is seen on St. Andrew’s in Bayou DuLarge. 
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B
ishop John Shelby Spong, known for his 
liberal theology and support of LGBTQ 
and female clergy in the Episcopal Church, 
died in his sleep Sept. 12 at the age of 90. 

He served as bishop of the Diocese of Newark (N.J.) 
from 1979 to 2000.

Spong’s assertively liberal perspective of Christian-
ity, such as his rejection of the literal truth of the vir-
gin birth and Jesus’ resurrection, attracted both a pas-
sionate following and repeated accusations of heresy. 

For many conservatives, his views signaled the 
church’s decline. For many progressives, he provided 
a safe space for skepticism and for experiencing Chris-
tianity in contemporary society.

Born in North Carolina, he was raised in a funda-
mentalist Christian environment, but worked to shed 
what he called the “residual racism” of his youth and 
eventually expanded his ministry to support gender 
equality and LBGTQ rights in the church. 

He wrote 26 books, many of them examining ways 
the Bible could be interpreted in the modern age. His 
titles include “Why Christianity Must Change or 
Die: A Bishop Speaks to Believers in Exile,” “Rescu-
ing the Bible from Fundamentalism,” “Here I Stand: 
My Struggle for a Christianity of Integrity, Love and 
Equality” and “Jesus for the Non-Religious.” 

As a priest in Richmond, Va., in 1974, after pub-
lishing a book titled “This Hebrew Lord,” Spong held 

a series of public dialogues 
with a Jewish rabbi on the 
nature of God and Jesus. 
Fundamentalist Christians 
picketed the dialogue, insist-
ing he try to baptize his Jew-
ish visitors.

As bishop of Newark, 
Spong championed the ef-
forts of gay people to gain 
recognition in the church. 
On Dec. 16, 1989, he or-

dained the first openly gay, partnered priest, Robert 
Williams. The Episcopal House of Bishops voted to 
censure him in 1990.

But over the years, church attitudes changed. The 
Episcopal Church in 1996 said there was no “core 
doctrine” barring the ordination of gay persons. In 
2003, the first openly gay bishop, V. Gene Robinson, 
was elected to the Diocese of New Hampshire and in 
2015, the Episcopal Church approved religious wed-
dings for same-sex couples. 

“I stand on his shoulders. Were it not for the work 
that he did and the ministry that he did and the ad-
vocacy on behalf of LGBTQ people that he did, I 
wouldn’t be a bishop,” Robinson said, as quoted by 
the Washington Post in an interview after Spong died. 

He also championed women clergy, making sure 
that any church in his diocese that was searching for 
a new priest interview at least one woman candidate, 

said Bishop Bonnie Perry of the Diocese of Michigan, 
who was ordained as a priest by Spong in 1990.

“He was part of a pivot to this idea that we are not 
your grandfather’s Episcopal Church. He drew a line 
in the sand about that,” recalled Perry, as quoted by 
Religion News Service. 

Author Diana Butler Bass said that Spong’s willing-
ness to question dogma and doctrine inspired many. 
“Jack spoke powerfully to a generation of people who 
came of age in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. And his 
work led many of those people back to church,” she 
said, as quoted by Religion News Service 

Spong graduated from the University of North 
Carolina in 1952. He earned a master of divin-
ity from Virginia Theological Seminary and was or-
dained as a priest in 1955. For 20 years, he served 
parishes in North Carolina and Virginia, until his 
election as bishop in 1976. After retiring as Bishop 
of Newark in 2000, Spong continued an active career 
of writing, speaking, and teaching, until suffering a 
stroke in 2016.

He is survived by his second wife, Christine Mary 
Spong, who became his editor, five children, six 
grandchildren and a sister. His first wife, Joan Lydia 
Ketner Spong, died in 1988 after more than 30 years 
of marriage.   n

This story was written with files from The Living 
Church, Washington Post, Religion News Service and 
Episcopal Journal. 
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Bishop John Shelby Spong dies at age 90

New Jersey
Bishop William H. “Chip” Stokes of 

the Diocese of New Jersey,  announced 
on Sept. 2 his intention to retire in June 
2023, and has called for the election of a 
successor. Stokes has served the diocese as 
bishop since 2013, before which he served 
churches in Florida.

“Prayer, discernment and a recognition 
of the changing needs and demands of the 
Episcopal Church and the Diocese of New 
Jersey all indicate it is time for me to step 
aside and allow a new generation to step forward,” Stokes said in 
his announcement, noting he will be 66 years old at the time of 
his retirement and will have served for nearly a decade.

A search committee is in formation, and the diocese has estab-
lished a web page for the transition.

Ohio
Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. of the 

Diocese of Ohio, announced on Sept. 14 
his intention to retire “sometime in 2023,” 
and called for the election of a bishop co-
adjutor, who would automatically become 
the diocesan bishop upon Hollingsworth’s 
retirement.

“After more than 40 years of ordained 
ministry and nearly 18 deeply fulfilling 
and happy years since coming to serve with 
you in the Diocese of Ohio, it is time to 
begin a process of episcopal transition,” Hollingsworth told the 
diocese.

An election is anticipated at the diocesan convention in No-
vember 2022, and the coadjutor would serve alongside Holling-
sworth for an undetermined period. Hollingsworth has been 
Bishop of Ohio since 2004.   n

These stories were previously published in The Living Church and 
are used with permission. 
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F
or the first time, the leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox 
Church and the Anglican Communion 
on Sept. 7 jointly warned of 

the urgency of environmental 
sustainability, its impact on 
poverty, and the importance of 
global cooperation.

Pope Francis, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby urged everyone to 
play their part in “choosing life” 
for the future of the planet. The 
Episcopal Church is a member of the 
global Anglican Communion.  

In a joint statement, the Christian leaders 
called on people to pray, in this Christian sea-
son of creation, for world leaders ahead of the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) scheduled to meet in Glasgow, Scot-
land this November.

“We call on everyone, whatever their belief 
or worldview, to endeavor to listen to the cry of 
the earth and of people who are poor, examining 
their behavior and pledging meaningful sacri-
fices for the sake of the earth that God has given 
us,” the statement said.

The joint declaration issues a clear warning — 
“Today, we are paying the price … Tomorrow 
could be worse” — and concludes that, “This is 
a critical moment. Our children’s future and the 
future of our common home depend on it.”

The three Christian leaders spoke against in-
justice and inequality, saying, “We stand before 
a harsh justice: biodiversity loss, environmental 

degradation and climate change are the inevi-
table consequences of our actions, since we have 
greedily consumed more of the earth’s resources 
than the planet can endure.

“But we also face a profound injustice: the 
people bearing the most catastrophic 

consequences of these abuses are the 
poorest on the planet and have 

been the least responsible for 
causing them.”

The statement calls on people 
to do the following:
• Pray for world leaders ahead of 

COP26.
• For individuals: To make mean-

ingful sacrifices for the sake of the 
planet, working together and taking 

responsibility for how we use our resources.
• For those with far-reaching responsibilities: To 
choose people-centered profits and lead the tran-
sition to just and sustainable economies.

The statement concludes:
“This path requires an ever-closer collabora-

tion among all churches in their commitment 
to care for creations. Together, as communities, 
churches, cities and nations, we must change 
route and discover new ways of working together 
to break down the traditional barriers between 
peoples, to stop competing for resources and 
start collaborating.

“To those with more far-reaching respon-
sibilities — heading administrations, running 
companies, employing people or investing funds 
— we say: choose people-centered profits, make 
short-term sacrifices to safeguard all our futures, 
become leaders in the transition to just and sus-
tainable economies. “To whom much is given, 
much is required.” Luke 12:48.   n 

Christian leaders speak out together  
on climate change
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

T
he bishops of the Diocese of 
North Carolina have denounced 
a bill passed by the state House of 
Representatives and currently be-

fore the state Senate that would restrict 
how public schools in North Carolina 
teach race and how it relates to American 
history, saying it seems intended to sup-
press honest discussions about America’s 
history of racial oppression.

“House Bill 324 would put new rules 
on public school lessons concerning race 
and history,” Bishop Diocesan Samuel 
Rodman and Bishop Suffragan Anne 
Hodges-Copple wrote in an op-ed pub-
lished on Aug. 14 in the (Raleigh) News 
& Observer, including, they say, prohibit-
ing the discussion of concepts like criti-
cal race theory. “Our deep concern is that 
the dangerous narrative surrounding this 
bill will prevent a full account of our his-

tory from being told and under-
stood.”

Critics of the bill, which 
passed the North Carolina 
House in May, say it would 
prevent teachers from hav-
ing truthful discussions about 
events in American history. 
Supporters of the bill say it 
is intended to protect free 
thought and expression.

In “ensuring dignity and 
nondiscrimination in schools,” 
the bill proposes that public 
schools do not promote the 
concept that “one race or sex is 
inherently superior to another 
race or sex,” or that the idea of the U.S. as 
a meritocracy is an “inherently racist or 
sexist belief,” or that “the United States 
was created by members of a particular 
race or sex for the purpose of oppressing 
members of another race or sex,” accord-
ing to the text of the bill.

“Regardless of its language about 
dignity and equality,” the bishops wrote, 
“HB 324 appears intended to make 
people of European descent comfortable 
while ignoring the systems of oppression 
that they deployed against those of 
African and Native American descent.

“Structural racism is interwoven 
throughout our history and continues to 
impact us, in our current context.”

The controversy around the bill, and 
others like it, focuses on critical race theo-
ry, a field of academic study first popular-
ized in the U.S. in the 1970s and 1980s 
that examines how racism is embedded 
in societal institutions and not merely 

caused by individuals with racist views. 
Examples of this systemic racism range 
from slavery to housing discrimination.

Republicans have introduced similar 
bills in at least 23 states, passing them 
in eight.

The Episcopal Church has made 
educating and addressing systemic 
racism — both within and beyond the 
church — a priority through its Sacred 
Ground discussion series.

Rodman and Hodges-Copple — who 
represent 50,000 Episcopalians includ-
ing descendants of slaves and enslavers, 
as well as Indigenous people — say the 
bill would have a chilling effect on pub-
lic education and “sweep the real history 
of this nation, particularly its injustices, 
under the rug.”

“Efforts to suppress honest, thorough, 
authentically representative instruction 
run counter to the core tenets of our 
faith. Our faith formation is based on 
the principle that faith has need of the 
whole truth, the full story,” the bishops 
wrote.

“We must not be swept up in a larger 
movement that denies an accurate telling 
of how we came to be a state and a na-
tion. Instead, we must do the hard work 
of repenting of our past and leading 
North Carolina into a healthier, trans-
parent future.”   n

      around THe CHurCH

north Carolina bishops speak out against bill  
that would restrict how race is taught in schools
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“R
oundtables on Race,” a new 
podcast from the Diocese 
of North Carolina, recently 
completed its first season 

and now invites listeners to add their 
voices to the development of the up-
coming second season.

The podcast was inspired by a de-
sire to go deeper in discussing and 
understanding how race 
affects many facets of 
American sociey.

Each season focuses 
on one topic, allowing 
every episode to take 
a close look at a single 
aspect of that topic by 
inviting multiple voices 
to provide different per-
spectives. The goal of every conver-
sation is to understand history and 
context, as well as opportunities for 
redirection.

“We are very excited to be provid-
ing a forum for deeper conversation 
around the layers and nuances relat-
ing to the intersection and impact of 
race and racism in our society,” said 
diocesan bishop Sam Rodman. “Our 
hope is that by inviting a multitude 
of voices, we are offering a chance to 
deepen our understanding not only of 
these layers, but of each other as well.”

Hosted by the Rev. Kathy Walker, 
missioner for Black ministry for the 
Diocese of North Carolina, the pod-
cast’s debut six-episode season focused 
on “Race and the News Media.”

The subjects included historical 
representations of race, journalist 
training, representation in the 
newsroom, the media’s role in setting 
the tone for societal conversation, 

the relationship between news 
organizations and the audience, 
and news outlets undertaking an 
examination of their past race-related 
coverage. Guests included journalists, 
news directors, publishers, professors, 
researchers, authors and more.

“Conversations around race are 
progressing in a way right now like 

they never have before,” 
said Walker. “There’s an 
honesty and willingness 
to address issues that 
feels different. And that’s 
what we want to do —
give those conversations 
a safe space to happen 
and respect the dignity 
of everyone who comes 

to take part.”
“The intention of ‘Roundtables on 

Race’ is to be able to have respectful 
discussions, even when there’s dis-
agreement,” said Walker. “That’s how 
we’ll forge a better understanding of 
race-related issues and the people af-
fected on all sides.”

Season two of “Roundtables on 
Race,” premiering in the fall of 2021, 
will focus on race and education. Pod-
cast producers are interested to hear 
your thoughts: What would you like to 
know about this topic? What questions 
would you like to hear discussed? What 
facets of race and education are most 
important to you? Share your thoughts 
at roundtables@episdionc.org.

“Roundtables on Race” can be 
found on Apple podcasts, Google 
podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher and 
TuneIn, or you can follow the podcast 
on Twitter (@roundtablesrace). 

— Diocese of North Carolina

north Carolina podcast on race 
completes first season
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Other doctors and nurses told her the 
same thing. The lack of personal connec-
tion not only contributed to their sense 
of dehumanization in medicine, but also 
made it harder to make the right deci-
sions. Getting some sense of the patient’s 
personality and lifestyle can help doctors 
determine appropriate care and avoid 
putting the person through unnecessary 
procedures.

“I told him I could reach out to the 
designated contact person listed in pa-
tients’ medical charts and find out a bit 
about them,” she recalled.

That conversation was the genesis of 
the program now known as This Is My 
Story, or TIMS.

Tracey and other hospital staff mem-
bers begin by identifying patients who 
can’t speak — because of intubation or 
another reason — and who are expected 
to stay in the hospital longer than three 
days. She calls their listed contacts and 
has 10- to 20-minute recorded conversa-

tions, asking questions from open-ended 
to specific. To get the conversation going 
on a light note, she often asks the relative 
or friend whether the patient has any pets.

“Most people really love their dogs 
or other pets and are happy to describe 
their wonderful qualities, so it helps be-
gin the conversation, usually on a very 
positive note,” Tracey told Episcopal 
News Service.

She asks about personality traits, rela-
tionships, hobbies, even favorite foods. 
Then she’ll ask the friends or family 
members what they would like to say 
to the patient and what they’d like the 
medical team to know. She edits the in-
terview down to about 2 minutes and 
embeds the audio file in the patient’s 
electronic record so any member of the 
care team can listen to it.

Tracey, a member of St. James Epis-
copal Church in Monkton, Md., has 
worked as a broadcast journalist for de-
cades and is the director of Health News-
feed, a brief daily podcast from Johns 
Hopkins Medicine that’s syndicated on 

national radio stations.
“Clearly this helped 

me a lot in creating 
TIMS, as I was already 
very familiar with the 
format of brief, infor-
mative audio,” she told 
ENS. “Audio files work 
really well because the 
clinician can multitask 
while listening. They 
can chart, for example, 
while they hear the pa-
tient’s story. Clinicians 
are already deluged 
with text-based mate-
rial.”

Despite some initial skepticism, doc-
tors and nurses have responded posi-
tively to TIMS. One doctor, who at first 
wasn’t convinced it would have any im-
pact, agreed to try it with his patients, 
and within a few days, he was requesting 
it for all his eligible patients, Tracey said.

Nurses have told her they feel more 
connected to the patients after listen-
ing to the clips, sometimes discovering 
things they have in common, and giving 
them something to talk about with their 
conscious patients, even if they can’t re-
ply with anything more than a smile.

“Sometimes listening to a file brings a 
tear to someone’s eyes, because they’re so 
raw and human,” one nurse told Tracey.

The TIMS program has taken on 
a life of its own, with the help of a 
$50,000 grant from Johns Hopkins. The 
chaplaincy department has expanded the 
program to other units and hospitals in 
the Johns Hopkins system, and it is now 
available in languages other than Eng-
lish. Chaplains — including those do-
ing clinical pastoral education training 
— do the phone interviews, and medi-

cal students help edit 
them down.

Although more 
family and friends are 
able to visit in person 
now, TIMS still serves 
a valuable function, 
Tracey said.

“Visitor restrictions 
are relaxed a bit, rela-
tive to how they were 
when we had a lot of 
acute COVID in the 
hospital, but TIMS is 
still very useful since 
even when loved ones 
are present. They don’t 

want to be telling the patient’s story 
again and again,” she told ENS, “and the 
hospital operates 24/7, so other shifts 
also get a chance to learn about the pa-
tient.”

Initially developed with intubated 
critical COVID-19 patients in mind, 
TIMS is now used for a variety of pa-
tients, from an elderly woman on a ven-
tilator dying of COVID-19 to a middle-
aged man recovering from a risky liver 
transplant to a 33-year-old with cerebral 
palsy experiencing respiratory trouble. 
Those who recover are often comforted 
to learn that their medical team knows 
more about them than just a name and a 
diagnosis, Tracey said.

For Tracey, TIMS was an example of 
one concrete way to improve medical 
care during a time of so much suffering 
and uncertainty: by making sure the hu-
man connection between caregiver and 
patient was not lost.

“Watching the everyday heroism of 
the medical staff, I hope and pray that 
TIMS files will help support them,” she 
said.   n
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Elizabeth Tracey, director of Johns 
Hopkins Medicine Health Newsfeed 
and chaplain for special ministries 
at the Johns Hopkins Hospital.
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the agency’s Hurricane Relief Fund.
“The anniversary of Hurricane Ka-

trina, on top of COVID-19 and previ-
ous storms, contributed to the succes-
sive trauma felt by many in the South as 
Hurricane Ida made landfall,” said Katie 
Mears, senior director of Episcopal Re-
lief & Development’s U.S. Disaster Pro-
gram. “At this time, safety is a primary 
concern. We stand ready to help our 
partners as soon as it is safe to do so.”

The Rev. Shannon Duckworth, canon 
to the ordinary in the Diocese of Loui-
siana, checked in with about 50 clergy 
members several times after the storm 
passed. The goal was both to collect in-
formation on conditions at the diocese’s 
congregations and to provide pastoral 
support to local leaders. 

Most of those clergy members were 
subject to evacuation orders, she said, 
though they have worked to maintain 
contact with parishioners and determine 
how the churches can best help their 
members and local communities.

A deacon based in New Orleans 
worked to provide food and water for 
homeless individuals in the city, she 
said. The diocese’s Solomon Episcopal 
Conference Center in Loranger, north 
of New Orleans, opened its doors to 

evacuees and electrical crew members in 
need of temporary shelter. The Diocese 
of Western Louisiana and other neigh-
boring dioceses have offered support 
and relief for the evacuees in their midst, 
Duckworth said.

The diocese also began working with 
local church leaders to prepare insurance 
claims for damage to church buildings, 
Beazley said.

In addition to the substantial damage 
to St. Andrew’s, water damage, mostly 
due to rain through broken windows and 
leaks in windows and roofs, was report-
ed at churches in Thibodaux, Harvey, 
Slidell and three New Orleans churches. 
The storm smashed the front glass doors 
at the Chapel of the Holy Spirit in New 
Orleans, causing some water damage.

“Know that each of you are in my 
prayers,” Louisiana Bishop Morris 
Thompson said in a pastoral message to 
the diocese. “The road of recovery will 
be long, but I am certain of our strength 
and resiliency.”

The diocese is accepting donations 
to its hurricane relief fund (www.edola.
org), in addition to relying on the assis-
tance that Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment (www.episcopalrelief.org) is pro-
viding for evacuees.

“It’s amazing what a $100 debit card 
can do for a family,” Beazley said.   n

IDA continued from page 3

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A fire broke out on 
the roof of St. John’s 
Episcopal Hospital 
in the New York 

City borough of Queens 
on Sept. 10, damaging the 
building but causing no in-
juries, according to the hos-
pital, which is affiliated with 
the Diocese of Long Island.

“[The New York City 
Fire Department] was able 
to extinguish the fire very 
quickly and there were no 
fire-related injuries. For 
that we are extremely grate-
ful. The roof, however, was 
destroyed and there was significant 
damage to tower eleven,” said Bishop 
Lawrence Provenzano of the Diocese 
of Long Island and chairman of the 
hospital’s board of directors.

Firefighters quickly evacuated pa-
tients and staff, said Renée Hastick-
Motes, the hospital’s vice president of 
external affairs, in a statement the day 
after the fire. The cause was not yet 
known, Hastick-Motes wrote.

St. John’s is the only hospital pro-
viding emergency and ambulatory care 
in Far Rockaway, which the federal 
government has designated as an area 
with a shortage of medical providers. 
The neighborhood has been hit espe-
cially hard by COVID-19; according 
to the hospital, Far Rockaway saw the 
second highest COVID-19 death rate 
in New York City during the peak of 
the pandemic.

St. John’s, which identified the first 
COVID-19 patient in Queens, was 
the subject of a May 2020 New York 
Times video documentary about its 

role on the front lines of the pandemic. 
Proposed state budget cuts that would 
have reduced the number of beds from 
257 to as few as 15 were put on hold 
in March after community opposition.

Provenzano shared the news of the 
fire in an email to his diocese com-
memorating the 20th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
noting the eerie timing of the fire. 
Provenzano served as a chaplain at 
Ground Zero in the weeks after the at-
tack.

“Yesterday evening, as I saw the 
thick, black smoke billowing from 
tower eleven of our hospital, I vividly 
recalled the scene in lower Manhattan 
twenty years ago,” he wrote.

“I am grateful today for the many 
brave men and women of the FDNY, 
and all the first responders, who risked 
everything in the aftermath of that 
horrific event. My prayers are with 
them and for all those — including the 
many in our diocese — who suffered 
loss that day.”   n

Fire damages diocese of long island’s  
St. John’s episcopal Hospital

Photo/courtesy Diocese of Long Island

Smoke rises from the roof of St. John's Episcopal 
Hospital in the Diocese of Long Island.
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are setting their own safety protocols for 
reducing the transmission of COVID-19 
at in-person worship services.

Last month, several dioceses, includ-
ing Maine and Long Island, began re-
quiring clergy and staff members to get 
one of the authorized COVID-19 vacci-
nations. That workplace measure also is 
being adopted by many secular employ-
ers, and the Biden administration soon 
will require most American workers to 
get vaccinated or produce weekly nega-
tive test results before clocking in.

Community access is another con-
sideration that church leaders face when 
setting vaccination status as a condition 
for entering houses of worship. Some 
have questioned whether such policies 
strike the right balance for churches that 
are striving to welcome all and exclude 
none.

Dean Malcolm Young of San Francis-
co’s Grace Cathedral said he is a longtime 
supporter of efforts to expand public ac-
cess to Episcopal churches, so adding a 
vaccination requirement “wasn’t an easy 
decision to make at all.”

He defended it by suggesting that 
some worshippers felt excluded before 
vaccines were required since they didn’t 
feel safe attending a service open to peo-
ple who are eligible but have chosen not 
to get vaccinated.

“I think we may actually have more 
people coming to church as a result of 
the vaccine requirement,” Young told 
ENS. The requirement shouldn’t catch 
anyone by surprise, he added. “If you’re 
coming to San Francisco on vacation, 
you should probably know that having a 
vaccination card is essential to do pretty 
much anything.”

Other Episcopal leaders have voiced 
caution about putting up medical 
barriers to entering churches, especially 
months ago amid early concerns about 
disparities in vaccine access for low-
income Americans and people of color.

“We know that early access to the 
vaccines was often a matter of privilege,” 
New York Bishop Andrew Dietsche said 
in a May 27 message to his diocese. At 
that time, his COVID-19 guidelines 
stopped short of making “blanket 
requirements for all of our churches,” 
but he added, “the church should not be 
in the business of creating yet another 
caste system separating those who are 
vaccinated from those who are not.”

Since then, racial disparities in vac-
cination rates have diminished, accord-
ing to data tracked by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. Hispanic recipients of the 
vaccines make up about 17% of the U.S. 
total, equal to their representation in the 
population, while 10% of vaccinated in-
dividuals are Black, slightly lower than 
the 12% of the country that is African 
American.

In mid-April, Massachusetts Bishop 
Alan Gates and Bishop Suffragan Gayle 
Harris issued guidance to the Boston-
based diocese that both urged all church 
members to get vaccinated and opposed 
vaccination requirements for participa-
tion in worship services.

At that time, only Americans ages 16 

and older were eligible for one of the vac-
cines. Eligibility has since been extended 
to everyone 12 and older, but Food and 
Drug Administration authorization has 
not yet been granted for vaccination of 
younger children.

In mid-August, the diocese repeated 
its guidance.

“We strongly urge vaccination against 
the coronavirus for all our members as 
soon as they are eligible,” Harris said in an 
Aug. 16 update. “We reiterate, however, 
that our congregations must not require 
vaccination, nor documentation thereof, 

for attendance at worship services.”
The diocese has chosen to implement 

other safety precautions instead, the Rev. 
William C. Parnell, Massachusetts’ can-
on to the ordinary, said in an interview 
with ENS.

Clergy and staff members must be 
vaccinated, and congregations must ask 
worshippers to wear face masks and 
maintain physical distancing. The bish-
ops also have advised congregations to 
refrain from serving wine from a com-
mon cup and issued other recommenda-
tions to slow the spread of the virus.

“They have tried to continue to make 
the church a place of welcome for every-
body, but also to implement the safety 
protections to ensure that people are 
gathering safely,” Parnell said.

Congregations are making these 
decisions within the context of stark 
regional, state and county differences in 
COVID-19 case counts and vaccination 
rates.

The United States now is averaging 
about 150,000 new cases a day after 
dropping nearly as low as 10,000 a day 
in June. Some of the worst outbreaks in 
recent months have been in Southern 
states where large portions of their popu-
lations haven’t been vaccinated.

The Northeast, on the other hand, 
has some of the country’s highest vacci-
nation rates. In Massachusetts, 67% of 
residents are fully vaccinated, compared 
with the national average of 54%. The 
state also has the second lowest rate of 
hospitalizations, behind Vermont, ac-
cording to data tracked by the New York 
Times.

Maine’s vaccination rate also stands at 
67%. Last month, the Diocese of Maine 
was the first to require clergy and staff 
members to be vaccinated.

The diocese’s churches are consid-
ering whether to require the same for 
worshippers. For example, to enter St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Rockland, 
worshippers now must bring their vacci-
nation cards or show photocopies or cell-

phone photos of the cards, or else email 
copies to the church in advance.

California’s 57% vaccination rate is 
slightly above the national average, but 
the rates in the counties that make up 
the San Francisco-based Diocese of Cali-
fornia are the highest in the state. In San 
Francisco County, 72% of residents are 
fully vaccinated, including 79% of all 
adults. Even so, Grace Cathedral’s vac-
cination requirement has been a target 
for critics.

“We’ve definitely heard from people 
who are not happy with this policy,” said 

Young, though many of the most vocal 
critics of the vaccine mandate, especially 
on Twitter, are not from the congrega-
tion. Members of the congregation aren’t 
uniformly in agreement, he said, but 
most have been supportive.

California Bishop Marc Andrus has 
recommended that all 75 congregations 
in the diocese implement a vaccination 
requirement at worship services, and 
the diocese estimates about a third have 
done so.

“All have acted to keep themselves 
and their neighbors safe,” Andrus told 
ENS in an emailed statement. “Grace 
Cathedral has been in the lead in terms 
of safe practices and has been an inspira-
tion to all our congregations. Their deci-
sion to require proof of vaccination is the 
right thing to do, and in accordance with 
our strong recommendations.”

Potential ethical questions raised by 
such policies can be answered by focus-
ing on congregations’ efforts to maximize 
the sense of community that in-person 
gathering fosters while also maximizing 
the safety of those who are gathering, 
said Scott Bader-Saye, academic dean 
at Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, 
Texas.

“You can feel the tension in this,” 
Bader-Saye said in an interview with 
ENS. Churches are taking different ap-
proaches to striking that balance, and 
for some to include proof of vaccina-
tion among their pandemic precautions 

“seems to me a position that has ethical 
credibility.” Others may see that as too 
high a barrier. “I think all of those can be 
faithful responses to what’s going on at 
this point,” he said.

Bader-Saye, who teaches Christian 
ethics and moral theology at the Epis-
copal seminary, suggested that the new 
vaccine requirements would be more 
problematic if access to the vaccines was 
as uneven as it was earlier this year. As 
for the seminary, vaccinations are re-
quired of all students, faculty and staff 
members to appear on campus.

“That’s allowed us to get to about 
98% vaccination rate in our commu-
nity,” he said. “Because of that, we feel a 
pretty high comfort level.”

St. Luke in the Fields, the New York 
church, also offers unvaccinated adults 
the option of showing a recent negative 
COVID-19 to enter the church. Most of 
the 200 or so people who regularly at-
tend worship at St. Luke in the Fields on 
Sundays are vaccinated, said Stacey, the 
rector. With the testing option, “there is 
no absolute barrier to attending worship, 
even for unvaccinated persons.”

New York was one of the first cities 
in the United States to require proof of 
vaccination for common indoor activi-
ties. Starting Aug. 17, that requirement 
applied to indoor dining, indoor fitness 
and indoor entertainment. With reli-
gious services not included, most places 
of worship in the city have chosen not to 
ask for proof of vaccination, according 
to a New York Times report.

On New York’s Upper West Side, 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch Episcopal 
Church will not check vaccination status 
at the door for the 50 or so worshippers 
who attend services on a typical Sunday.

“As a church we cannot require proof 
of vaccination to participate in public 
worship,” the Rev. Andrew Blume said in 
an online summary of the congregation’s 
pandemic precautions, though that may 
have been more a practical decision.

In an interview with ENS, Blume said 
that decision mostly came down to staff-
ing. Larger congregations have more re-
sources to enforce a vaccination require-
ment, and he didn’t feel comfortable 
putting Saint Ignatius’ volunteer ushers 
in that position.

He and his congregation still 
support vaccination efforts, he said, 
and the church has implemented other 
standard precautions, including a mask 
requirement. “We’re doing a lot of things 
that are designed to maintain people’s 
safety and security and their sense of 
feeling secure and protected and safe in 
church.”   n

vACCINAtIONs continued from page 1
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

U
P Wild Church, a ministry of 
the Diocese of Northern Michi-
gan, brings people of all ages and 
backgrounds into the woods of 

the Upper Peninsula, or UP, for spiritual 
experiences. As it enters its third year, it 
is attracting a growing number of people 
who are drawn to its mix of outdoor ad-
ventures, community, quiet reflection 
and environmentalism.

Unlike other “wilderness churches,” 
it isn’t a Eucharist service in the woods. 
UP Wild Church, a collaboration with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America’s Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
holds nondenominational nature prayer 
services and wilderness walks in the ar-
ea’s abundant natural settings: protected 
pine forests, inland lakes and the shores 
of Lake Superior.

But in addition to providing a natu-
ral refuge from the chaos of modern life, 
UP Wild Church also engages with the 
environmental crises that threaten those 
places, educating people about past and 
present industrial destruction.

“We’ve grown [because of ] this need 
in the community to pray in certain 
spaces for our own healing and for the 
healing of the land,” said Lanni Lantto, 
the lay leader of UP Wild Church.

The idea originated during a gather-
ing of Lutherans and Episcopalians in a 
park, when the conversation turned to 
the decreasing numbers of young adults 
in churches.

“What if we created an alternative?” 
Lantto remembers someone asking.

For Lantto, 41, appreciation and care 
for creation have always been central to 
her faith life.

“One of our vocations that God gave 
us is to not just tend the garden, but get 
to know the garden. And when you start 
to fall in love with what God created, 
you’re compelled to protect it,” she told 
ENS.

After 10 years of working as a 

“fashion re-designer” — repurposing old 
materials into new garments to avoid 
waste — Lantto was hired as the mission 
developer for the Lutheran-Episcopal 
collaboration that became UP Wild 
Church.

She began meeting with young adults 
in the Marquette area and asking them 
about the kinds of experiences they val-
ued and wanted more of. Three themes 
emerged: nature, connection and healing 
from previous bad church experiences.

With the help of grants from the 
Episcopal and Lutheran churches, UP 
Wild Church has been meeting since 
July 2019, when it started with a nature 
prayer service at a park in Marquette. 
Lantto and her collaborators developed 
the format, which involves reading and 
reflecting on texts about Christian spiri-
tuality — including, but not limited to, 
Scripture — and creation care, a poem 
or two, collective prayer, some quiet 
time for individual reflec-
tion, a group discussion 
and tea.

The nature prayer ser-
vices in the park have 
continued once a month, 
but UP Wild Church ex-
panded beyond that, of-
fering more services and 
hikes that bring people out 
to the Upper Peninsula’s 
forests and lakes. There are 
“Holy Hikes” for the more 
adventurous, as well as eas-
ier and more accessible trail 
walks. There are events for 
kids, like a foraging out-
ing where they can learn to 
identify plants. For the fall, 
Lantto and her volunteer 
team have planned outings 
to view the autumn foliage 
and the migration of monarch butter-
flies.

For Lantto and UP Wild Church, 
appreciating the beauty of creation also 
means protecting it from pollution, ex-
tractive industries and climate change 
— and reminding people of their own 
complicity in those processes, which 
have done lasting damage to the Upper 
Peninsula.

UP Wild Church has visited the re-
mains of an old logging camp to reflect 
on forest stewardship, and in September 
plans to plant trees and go to an aban-
doned mining village and pray at the 
mouth of a cave where the miners de-
scended.

Participants also have done a “prayer 
sit-in” on the shore of Lake Superior to 
draw attention to the effects of industrial 
pollution on the world’s largest freshwa-
ter lake, she said.

Though it was created to meet the 
needs of young adults, participants have 
ranged from 3 months to 98 years old, 
with an average of about 10 people 
attending each event, Lantto said. 
They come from a variety of Christian 

denominations.
“During the pandemic and within 

this climate of so many unknowns — in-
cluding climate change — we are steady, 
and we are growing,” she told ENS, say-
ing that her goal is to make the ministry 
sustainable.

UP Wild Church received a $30,000 
“growth grant” from Executive Council 
in February as a growing ministry, and 
Lantto is working on a fundraising 
appeal that can keep the ministry going 
without relying solely on grants or 
donations from attendees. (Lantto will 
pass around an offering plate at services, 
but she views attendees as “the people 
we’re serving,” not necessarily a source of 
funding.)

“We’re pretty excited about the 
future,” she said. “We’ve really got 
something where people can find healing. 
And we all really need to focus on that 
right now and to get off of our screens 
for a while and to go to the woods, and 
to have a community of people doing 
that together is really important.”  n

‘wild Church’ in northern michigan invites  
spiritual seekers into the woods

      FeaTure

Photos/Lanni Lantto

 Photo/Chauncey Moran

UP Wild Church 
meets at various 
locations around 
Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula.

UP Wild Church 
meets year-
round and has 
never canceled 
due to weather, 
according to 
curator Lanni 
Lantto. 

Photo/courtesy UPWildChurch

A Commit2Care card was handed out at an 
Earth Day event to encourage attendees to 
commit to a creation care action this year. 
Each bears a different animal, made by the 
children at the event. 

Lanni Lantto plants trees during 
an UP Wild Church outing.
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A
n Episcopal youth group in 
Tennessee has made the most 
of pandemic-related limits on 
indoor gatherings and travel by 

helping to repair homes in their city. The 
youth group of the Episcopal Church 
of the Good Samaritan in Knoxville has 
partnered with Operation Backyard, a 
local nonprofit that repairs the homes 
of residents in need and takes its name 
from the mission of helping the poor “in 
your own backyard.”

It’s a partnership that benefits every-
one involved on multiple levels, youth 
minister Sinead Doherty said. Clients 
who can’t afford necessary repairs get to 
keep their homes, and the parish teen-
agers learn valuable building skills and 
lessons about the realities of economic 
injustice. Beyond that, the program fos-
ters personal connections and a sense of 
purpose, Doherty told ENS.

Operation Backyard is a project of 
the Knoxville Leadership Foundation, a 
nondenominational Christian nonprofit 
that connects volunteers with urban im-
provement projects, mostly dealing with 
housing for low-income people. Op-
eration Backyard leaders select projects 
suitable for inexperienced volunteers 
— such as building wheelchair ramps, 
patching roofs or painting — and guide 
the volunteers through the work.

Doherty has attended Good Samari-
tan since she was a girl and works part-
time as the youth minister in addition to 
her full-time job as a trauma therapist. 
She saw in Operation Backyard the per-
fect opportunity for her 60 or so middle 
schoolers and high schoolers.

“What they had to offer was exactly 
what I wanted for my youth,” Doherty 
said of Operation Backyard. “It’s incred-
ibly relational. You really get to know 
the people who are leading the volunteer 
day, as well as the families that you’re 
serving.”

She and some of the teenagers had 

a positive experience in 2019 building 
a wheelchair ramp for a woman who 
couldn’t get down the two flights of 
stairs in her public housing apartment. 
Then the pandemic hit.

Suddenly, many of Operation Back-
yard’s usual volunteers — college groups 
on spring break service trips, for example 

— couldn’t come. That meant the Good 
Samaritan group was needed even more, 
and it was one of the few ways that they 
could gather safely.

“I did not want to shut down my 
youth group, but we needed safe out-
door options,” Doherty told ENS. Even 
though most of the work was outdoors, 

much of it was done in masks 
“in the humidity down here 
in Tennessee in the summer, 
which is unreal. We were so 
happy to be able to do any-
thing.”

The Good Samaritan 
group completed three proj-
ects in 2020 and two this year 
so far, with more to come in 
the fall. Usually 30 to 50 kids 
participate, some as young as 
fourth grade.

“It’s something my youth 
asked for,” Doherty said. 
“They want to go out and 
sweat in the heat doing man-
ual labor because it means 
so much to them to connect 
with the homeowners and 
to connect with the amazing 
leadership from Operation 

Backyard.”
For some of the teens, it’s more than 

a group project; it’s a way for them to 
come into their own.

“One of my young men actually was 
so inspired by the work he was doing 
with Operation Backyard that he is pur-
suing construction and contractor licen-
sure while he’s in high school,” Doherty 
told ENS. “And he’s hoping to serve with 
[Operation Backyard] once he gets out 
of high school and then take the skills 
he’s learned for a career.”

One 16-year-old loved the experience 
so much that she enlisted her school 
to do its own Operation Backyard day, 
Doherty added.

“She took what we had done and 
spearheaded it all on her own,” she said.

The most important thing about the 
program, Doherty emphasizes, is not the 
construction or leadership skills but the 
Christian missions of service and witness 

that it entails. Even small 
projects can be a god-
send for clients, such as 
a family whose children 
would have been taken 
away by the state if un-
safe parts of their house 
weren’t repaired, Doherty 
said. Clients are always 
treated with dignity as 
equal partners, but the 
volunteers become more 
aware of their own rela-
tive privilege.

“A lot of the kids I 
[work with] live in a very 
privileged part of town, 
and most of the clients 
we serve through Opera-
tion Backyard do not,” 

Doherty told ENS. “It’s been really won-
derful to help my youth, in a very ethical 
way, get out into different parts of town 
and get to know people and build rela-
tionships with them.”

And there is plenty of work to be 
done. As of 2019, 24% of Knoxville 
residents live below the poverty line, 
including almost half of the city’s Black 
residents.

“Getting our kids getting out into 
the communities, they’re able to iden-
tify all of these different justice issues 
like food deserts and access to safe and 
affordable housing, and take home what 
they learn,” Doherty said. “It’s been so 
interesting to watch their faith tie into 
issues beyond just this one day or this 
one weekend.”

Not every church has a youth pro-
gram as large or resourced as Good Sa-
maritan, but Doherty recommends that 
other churches look to partner with 
similar nonprofits in their areas. They’re 
often looking for volunteers and eager 
to train them, so churches don’t need to 
start programs on their own.

“They’re here, they exist and we don’t 
have to re-create it,” Doherty said, “but, 
wow, it meets that need.”   n

      FeaTure

Tennessee youth group finds a pandemic-safe mission  
repairing homes in their own backyard

Young volunteers build a ramp. 
An Operation Backyard leader shows a 
young volunteer how to use a screw gun. 

Photos/Sinead Doherty

Youth volunteers 
from the Episcopal 
Church of the 
Good Samaritan 
in Knoxville, 
Tenn., paint a 
house as part 
of Operation 
Backyard. 

Youth volunteers 
from Good 
Samaritan pose 
in front of a house 
they renovated.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

S
ix congregations in Texas were 
evicted four months ago from 
their worship spaces after the 
former Episcopal Diocese of 

Fort Worth lost its 12-year legal battle 
with a breakaway group affiliated with 
the Anglican Church in North America, 
or ACNA. The Episcopal diocese has 
since changed its name to the Episcopal 
Church of North Texas, and all but one 
of its evicted congregations have found 
temporary homes and resumed worship.

One congregation started worship-
ping in a former bank drive-thru in Hill-
sboro. In Wichita Falls, Episcopalians 
secured space in a Disciples of Christ 
church so they could continue holding 
services, now on Saturday evenings in-
stead of Sunday mornings. Members of 
a congregation in Fort Worth chose to 
close their church and worship apart, 
but they continue to keep in touch, in-
cluding through online prayer services.

“People have been trying to take time 
to settle and get over the shock that is 
still reverberating and come to terms 
with this unimaginable new reality,” 
Katie Sherrod, the diocese’s communi-
cations director, told Episcopal News 
Service. “And at the same time, we know 
we have to go into some kind of discern-
ment about what we do next.”

Sherrod and other church leaders pro-
vided ENS with the following updates 
on the status of each of the six displaced 
congregations:

• All Saints’, Fort Worth: The congre-
gation began worshipping in the chapel 
at All Saints’ Episcopal School, which 
is on a separate campus from the con-
gregation’s former church property. The 
school was not part of the lawsuit. An 
ACNA congregation moved into the 
church building and has begun worship-
ping there.

• St. Luke’s in the Meadow, Fort 
Worth: Worship services moved to a 

building on the Fort Worth campus of 
Texas Wesleyan University, which also ac-
commodates the congregation’s 4Saints 
Food Pantry, a joint ministry with four 
other congregations. ACNA has begun 
removing fixtures from the old church 
but has not held worship services there.

• St. Christopher’s, Fort Worth: While 
the old church sits emp-
ty, the Episcopal con-
gregation’s parishioners 
have begun worshipping 
Sunday afternoons at 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church in Fort Worth.

• St. Elisabeth’s and 
Christ the King, Fort 
Worth: The congregation 
chose to disband, and 
members dispersed to 
worship at other Episco-
pal churches in the area. 
ACNA now is working 
with a developer who 
plans to tear down the 
church and build 20 sin-
gle-family homes there.

• Episcopal Church of 
Wichita Falls: Worship 
services now are held at 
Park Place Christian Church and sched-
uled for 5:30 p.m. Saturdays, so as not to 
conflict with Sunday morning worship 
of the Disciples of Christ congregation 
that is sharing the space. The Episcopal 
congregation previously worshipped at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, which 
now sits empty.

• St. Mary’s, Hillsboro: The congre-
gation now worships in a former bank 
drive-thru. After the 2008 split, it had 
received permission from the breakaway 
group’s leaders to share the worship space 
with an ACNA congregation, but when 
the decision came this year in the court 
case, the ACNA congregation changed 
the locks on the doors, forcing the small 
Episcopal congregation to relocate.

As difficult as it was for St. Mary’s to 
leave, the congregation of about a dozen 

worshippers counts itself fortunate for 
finding a suitable new home, said David 
Skelton, St. Mary’s senior warden.

Initially, Skelton and other members 
worshipped in the back room of a real 
estate business for nearly four months. 
A friend of Skelton’s had purchased the 
vacant bank drive-thru with the inten-

tion of eventually moving his auto repair 
shop there. Skelton asked if the shop 
owner would let the congregation wor-
ship in the bank building in the interim 
if St. Mary’s committed to fixing up the 
property.

Church members swept and scrubbed 
the 1,600-square-foot space, replaced old 
ceiling tiles, resurfaced and sealed floors, 
repaired drywall and upgraded the air 
conditioning. The neighboring Diocese 
of West Texas donated church furniture, 
as well as altar linens, prayer books and 
hymnals. The building’s two rooms now 
serve as a worship space and parish hall 
in a central location, Skelton told ENS, 
though the congregation is trying not to 
focus solely on the physical structure.

 “The congregation is the church,” 
Skelton told ENS. “I’m really sorry we 
lost the building, but we didn’t lose the 
church. We, the congregation, moved 
somewhere else.”

St. Mary’s and the other displaced 
congregations are grateful for the hos-
pitality they have found, but eventu-
ally they will need to find permanent 
homes, said Sherrod, who is a member 
of St. Luke’s in the Meadow. “All of our 
congregations feel the need for a more 
permanent place for their ongoing min-
istries, to say nothing about their wor-
ship,” she told ENS.

That is especially true as congregations 
respond to the diocese’s emphasis on 
“looking outside ourselves” and “focusing 
on the needs of the communities around 
us,” Sherrod said. “That has been what 
has anchored us and kept us all going in 
the midst of all this.”

Relocating to Texas Wesleyan Univer-
sity is a “stopgap measure” for St. Luke’s 
in the Meadow and the 4Saints Food 
Pantry, Sherrod said. The pantry “never 
missed a day of food distribution” but 
lost some of its regular clients after the 

move, partly because the new location 
isn’t as convenient for public transpor-
tation. The congregation’s discernment 
process will include seeking a new loca-
tion that can adequately accommodate 
the church and its ministries.

The diocese lost more than $100 
million in diocesan property to ACNA 

in the court battle, and 
its membership has 
dropped from more than 
17,000 to fewer than 
4,000 since 2008 when 
the diocese’s leaders 
persuaded a majority of 
Episcopalians to leave the 
Episcopal Church over 
the ordination of female 
and LGBTQ+ clergy.

The diocese still has 
14 active congregations, 
but that list no longer 
includes St. Elisabeth’s 
and Christ the King 
Episcopal Church. As the 
latest ACNA evictions 
loomed in April, the 
congregation of about 
35 to 40 worshippers 
decided against looking 

for a new location.
“We were just too small and not 

enough energy to start again somewhere 
else, so we just sort of closed,” said the 
Rev. Sandi Michels, who had served as 
priest-in-charge since 2011. She main-
tains contact with her former congre-
gation by phone and email and invites 
them to join her for brief Compline ser-
vices on Zoom three evenings a week. 
Usually, at least a half dozen former 
members of the congregation attend.

While the recently displaced con-
gregations consider their long-term op-
tions, the diocese’s other nine active con-
gregations have followed a range of paths 
since 2008:

• Three churches never lost their 
buildings in the split: Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Fort Worth, St. Martin-in-
the-Fields in Keller and St Luke’s in Ste-
phenville.

• St. Mary’s in Hamilton bought an 
existing church building and moved 
in, while St. Stephen’s in Hurst leased 
and renovated space in a shopping cen-
ter. Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Granbury raised money to build a new 
church.

• Church of the Resurrection is a 
church plant that opened in a historic 
church building in Decatur in 2015.

• St. Alban’s settled in a theater in 
Arlington. As it outgrows that space, 
it now is looking for a bigger facility, 
Sherrod said. St. Alban’s averaged about 
95 worshippers on Sundays in 2019, 
according to the latest parochial report 
data, up from 50 a decade earlier.

• St. Andrew’s in Fort Worth had 
been worshipping in a chapel across the 
street from Texas Christian University, 
but services moved online at the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 
2020. The congregation has yet to return 
to in-person services.   n

      newS
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Bishop Mayer visits All Saints’ Fort Worth, which is worshipping in the 
chapel at All Saints School.

after court loss, displaced north Texas congregations settle in new locations
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Bishops begin global conversations ahead of 2022 lambeth Conference

episcopal Church, Philippine church celebrate 
60th anniversary of full communion

Events include October service of thanksgiving and prayer T
he Anglican Communion is 
planning a social media video 
campaign to mark the 30th 
annual international 16 Days 

of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence.

The “16 Days” is a campaign that 
begins on Nov. 25, the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women, and runs until Dec. 
10, Human Rights Day.

It was started by activists at the in-
augural Women’s Global Leadership 
Institute in 1991 and continues to be 
coordinated each year by the Center 
for Women’s Global Leadership, based 
at Rutgers University in New Bruns-
wick, N.J.

Young Anglicans from around the 
world are being invited to take part in 
the campaign by submitting a video 
which the Anglican Communion Of-
fice can release during the 16 Days. 
Entries for the campaign — “Exposure 
— Focusing the lens on gender-based 
violence” can be submitted until Oct. 
31. The Episcopal Church is a member 
of the Anglican Communion.

“Sadly, gender-based violence is still 
with us 30 years after the campaign 
started, yet there is amazing work going 
on around the communion to address 
it,” said the Anglican Communion’s 
Project Director for Gender Justice, 

Mandy Marshall.
“We need to hear the voices and 

views of young Anglicans to challenge 
us into prioritizing ending GBV in our 
churches,” she added.

Young Anglicans — defined for 
this campaign as aged 35 or under 
— are invited to submit videos of up 
to two minutes’ duration by email 
or WhatsApp. The selected videos 
will be published by the Anglican 
Communion Office during the 16 
Days of Activism. Full details of the 
campaign, and information about how 
to submit videos, are available at www.
anglicancommunion.org/exposure.

— Anglican Communion News Service

C
elebrating six decades of com-
mitment as full communion 
partners, the Episcopal Church 
and the Iglesia Filipina Indepen-

diente — also known as the Philippine 
Independent Church — hosted a webi-
nar Sept. 15 featuring multiple church 
leaders. The celebration will 
continue in October with a 
service of thanksgiving and 
evening prayer.

“Revisiting Our Com-
mon Mission, Celebrating 
Our Friendship and Telling 
Our Stories” opened with 
remarks from Obispo Max-
imo Rhee M. Timbang of 
the Philippine Independent 
Church and recorded greet-
ings from Episcopal Church Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry.

“The courage of the Philippine Inde-
pendent Church in the midst of national 
conflict and its commitment to care for 
the poor is a continuing witness to our 
gospel call,” said the Rev. Margaret Rose, 
Episcopal Church deputy for ecumeni-
cal and interreligious relations. “We are 
grateful for our ecumenical partnership 
and look forward to our common work 
of mission and ministry in the years to 
come.”

The Philippine Independent Church 
was born out of revolution in 1902 fol-
lowing the Filipino-American war. De-
scribing itself as “a community of faith 
steeped in the nationalist history and the 
workers’ struggle in the Philippines,” the 
church’s mission statement “affirms its 

commitment to its historical 
mission and ministry in em-
powering the poor, deprived 
and oppressed through its 
liberative education, orga-
nizing, and mobilizing of 
the Filipino people in pur-
suing life in its fullness.”

In 1948, the Episcopal 
Church in the United States 
consecrated three bishops 
of the Philippine Indepen-

dent Church. In 1961, following a series 
of meetings and mission-dialogues, the 
churches agreed to establish a concordat 
of full communion, formalizing their 
partnership and commitment.

Curry visited the Philippine Indepen-
dent Church in February 2017, noting 
that it was a blessing for him to be there. 
“God came among us as the person of 
Jesus to start a revolution,” he said at the 
time. “The IFI is a church crusading for 
justice.”

— Episcopal Church Public Affairs office

A series of organized “bishops’ 
conversations” are taking place 
over several months as part of 
the preparations for next year’s 

face-to-face Lambeth Conference of An-
glican Communion bishops.

“It was a joy to know 
that so many bishops from 
around the world were 
joining to take part. With 
around 500 bishops reg-
istered for these sessions, 
this is such an important 
opportunity for bishops 
to meet with one another 
and tune in to the confer-
ence themes before the 
face-to-face event planned 
for 2022,” said the Chief 
Executive of the Lambeth 
Conference company, 
Phil George.

Bishops are meeting online in groups 
of about 20. They will remain in the 
same groups for the duration of the six-
month program. Through facilitated 
discussion, the bishops are taking part 
in Bible studies before discussing the im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandemic in their 
own local contexts.

“It was like a gathering of old and new 
friends who moved easily into conversa-
tion. We quickly learned that we share 
a deep bond in speaking about the way 
of Jesus and bear a similar weight in the 
ministry of being a bishop,” Bishop Pe-
ter Stuart, of Newcastle in the Anglican 

Church of Australia, said.
“The conversations were humbling 

as we heard of the harsh political envi-
ronments experienced by some of those 
present as well as the impact that many 
had experienced with Covid-19 pan-

demic. We moved comfortably to open 
and generous prayer for each other,” he 
said.

The Assistant Bishop of Wellington, 
in the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, 
New Zealand and Polynesia, Eleanor 
Sanderson, said, “as we shared from our 
different contexts, I was deeply encour-
aged and humbled to know of the co-
ordinated work of our Anglican family 
supporting those most vulnerable in the 
Covid-19 pandemic.”

All active bishops in the Anglican 
Communion were invited to take part 
in the conversations. In some parts of 

the world, accessing reliable internet 
connections can be more challenging. 
In such cases, the Lambeth Conference 
have made small bursaries available to 
support those with technical needs.

Many Anglican bishops will often 
meet each other through different An-
glican networks and initiatives, but these 
online sessions being held in advance of 
the Lambeth Conference “provide an 
important opportunity for new connec-

tions and relationships to be formed,” 
the Lambeth Conference company said 
in a statement.

The sessions have been designed by a 
working group chaired by Bishop Emma 
Ineson, newly-appointed Bishop to the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York.

More information about the Bishops’ 
Conversations can be found at www.
lambethconference.org.

— Anglican Communion News Service
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Videos are sought for a campaign against 
gender-based violence.

Photo/ACNS/Tumilty

Bishops are seen in Canterbury Cathedral during the  
2008 Lambeth Conference.

Campaign against gender-based violence 
seeks videos from young anglicans

Photo/Diocese of Greater Manila Area

Timbang

By Episcopal Journal

T
he first Lambeth Conference 
was held in 1867 in the south 
London district of Lambeth, 
site of the Archbishop of Can-

terbury’s residence.
The idea for a gathering of the 

world’s Anglican bishops had been put 
forward by bishops in the U.S. and 
Canada. From the beginning, the con-
ference was intended to be a delibera-
tive but not legislative body, since the 
churches in the Anglican Communion 
are autonomous. 

At the 1867 conference, Archbishop 
of Canterbury Charles Thomas Long-
ley said there was no desire to assume 
“the functions of a general synod of all 
the churches in full communion with 

the Church of England,” but merely to 
“discuss matters of practical interest, 
and pronounce what we deem expedi-
ent in resolutions which may serve as 
safe guides to future action.”

In recent years, the Lambeth Con-
ference has been dubbed one of the 
four “instruments of communion,” 
that link member churches through 
“bonds of affection.” The others are 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Anglican Consultative Council and 
the Primates’ Meeting. 

Over the years, Lambeth confer-
ences have been held roughly every ten 
years. The most recent conference took 
place at the University of Kent in Can-
terbury, England, in 2008.

More information is available at 
www.lambethconference.org.   n

lambeth is influential, not legal
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By Dennis raverty

I
n 1894, Louis Comfort Tif-
fany patented his new pro-
cesses for the production 
of stained glass, and the 

following year the seven mag-
nificent lancet windows over 
the high altar in the Episcopal 
Church of St. Michael in New 
York City were completed, a 
marvelous tour de force of arti-
sanry, exemplifying the unique 
qualities of color and luminos-
ity now made possible by these 
new technical innovations in 
glassmaking.

Tiffany’s process for the 
manufacture of colored glass 
involved treating it with vari-
ous metallic oxides while still in 
a molten state.

The areas of the glass so 
treated not only change color, 
they also increase in opacity, 
and so these areas appear somewhat darker in the fin-
ished window, because they let in less light. By an ex-
quisitely subtle manipulation of this quality of greater 
translucency darkening into relative opacity, the artist 
can give the effect of a smoldering, glowing emanation 
of light arising out of the darkness, gently illuminat-
ing the depicted figures with an ineffable, otherworldly 
radiance.

Nowhere is this clearer than in the small, easily over-
looked window, “Baptismal Dove,” high up on the 
south wall.

Here, the Holy Spirit descends from an aureole of 

intense yellow above, a visual hotspot beaming down 
shafts of light to the somewhat darker, more opaque 
realms of the clouds and presumably the earth, bring-
ing healing and consolation to those below, in its role as 
comforter, advocate, and transmitter of enlightenment.

This effect of light emerging from relative darkness 
is also apparent in a small window in a side chapel at 
Saint Michael’s that depicts the Annunciation.

Here, the area of greatest translucence and most in-
tense light is just above and to the right of Gabriel. He 
is crowned with royal diadems as if he were a winged, 
Byzantine prince and appears to Mary in what seems to 

be a lush, oriental garden.
The prominent lily near the 

center of the composition rep-
resents her purity and state of 
grace, having just been saluted 
by the glorious archangel. But 
she herself is rendered humbly, 
accepting her role with self-
effacing modesty. The garden 
setting Tiffany creates for the 
Annunciation recalls the Gar-
den of Eden where Eve fell 
prey to a darker, more sinister, 
fallen “angel,” the serpent.

The Virgin in Tiffany’s An-
nunciation turns away from 
the viewer, lowering her head 
to indicate her submission to 
the will of God, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord: let it 

be done with me ac-
cording to your word.”

It is significant that 
her face is not shown. 
Mary is presented not 
as the queen of heaven 
nor the glorious Moth-
er of God but as an 
unpretentious peasant 
girl.

This is a suitably 
Protestant interpreta-
tion of Mary’s role in 
redemption; we would 
not seek intercessions 
on our behalf from 
such an unassuming 
young girl. But she 
does not so much turn 

her back on us as she pivots to-
ward the brightness above her, 
as if to indicate for us our own 
role in God’s unfolding plan: 
as both witnesses and vessels of 
the light.

In the series of slender lancet 
windows above the high altar, 
this quality of radiant lumi-
nosity, evident in the smaller 
windows, reaches its dramatic 
climax. It depicts Saint Michael 
the archangel triumphant, sur-
rounded by all the angelic hosts 
of heaven who hover and swirl 
about him in dizzying profu-
sion, the individual vertical 
windows forming part of one 
larger, overall horizontal com-
position.

The scene depicted is from 
chapter 12 of the apocalyptic 
book of Revelation. According 
to that text, a rebellion broke 
out in heaven, in which Mi-

chael and the angels battled the forces of evil, repre-
sented by the dragon and his followers.

After a fierce war, the angels of darkness were defeat-
ed and thrown down to the earth, where they spread 
disorder, confusion and chaos. The dragon cast from 
heaven became the serpent and the prince of lies, trying 
to thwart God’s plan through the deception of human-
kind here on earth.

The windows, however, do not depict this cosmic 
struggle between the forces of good and evil but rather 
represent the triumphal rejoicing in heaven after the 
downfall and expulsion of the rebel angels, whose de-
feated minions do not even appear in the windows at 
all, apparently scattered by the brilliance of the divine 
light, as morning mist dissipates before the rising sun.

Standing erect upon the world globe, left in obscure 
semi-darkness below, and clothed as a medieval knight 
in full, resplendent armor, his shield by his side, the 
Archangel Michael gazes upward.

His youthful, innocent face is represented without a 
trace of conceit for the victory he has just won; instead, 
he seems to ascribe all glory and honor to God, whom 
he looks up to adoringly.

We are reminded of St. Paul’s injunction to put on 
the “whole armor of light,” as we wait in hopeful an-
ticipation for God’s ultimate triumph over evil, sin, and 
spiritual darkness in our benighted world.

The windows were commissioned and fabricated 
during one of the darkest economic recessions in 
decades, triggered by the “panic” of 1893, when several 
large banking concerns collapsed.

The following years, as the century drew to a close, 
were marked by labor disputes and union activity that 
was brutally repressed. The assassination of President 
McKinley in 1901, and the rise of the anti-trust poli-
cies of his successor, Teddy Roosevelt, brought an end 
to the idealistic yearnings of the Gilded Age as America 
entered the progressive era of the new century.

In the 21st century, on the other side of two world 
wars, the Holocaust, the Cold War, the attacks of 
September 2001 and in the continuing shadow of 
our current domestic civil unrest, Tiffany’s message 
of light, truth, and reason triumphing over evil, lies, 
and darkness in the inspiring windows at St. Michael’s 
Church can once again take on a renewed and urgent 
poignancy.   n

 
Dennis Raverty is an associate professor of art history 

at New Jersey City University, specializing in art of the 
19th and 20th centuries. This article first appeared in The 
Living Church.
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Tiffany’s glass artistry creates a triumph of light

All photos/St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Seven Tiffany windows at St. Michael’s Church in New York portray “St. Michael’s Victory in Heaven.”

Above, the Baptismal Dove.  
Above right, St. Michael, victorious. 
Below right, the Annunciation.
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By Episcopal Journal

S
t. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral 
in Harrisburg, Pa. is hosting a 
juried art exhibit at its Riverfront 
Gallery focused on racial justice, 

entitled “De-Colonizing the Christ.”
Developed locally by a collaborative 

group of artists and community leaders, 
the exhibit presents 28 works of visual 
art that explore the identity of Jesus of 
Nazareth as a man who does not have 
the familiar Caucasian complexion. The 
exhibit runs until Dec. 19.

Recent events have opened conversa-
tions among churches, theologians, and 
biblical scholars, considering in the ways 
that the western portrayal of Jesus as a 
European has been used to marginalize 
people of color, according to the St. Ste-
phen’s announcement.

Many suggest that the pursuit of racial 
justice demands the exploration of ways 
in which we can “de-colonize” the Christ 
— releasing the image of Jesus from a 
legacy of white supremacy and exploring 
images of Jesus as a man of color. The 
exhibit invites the Central Pennsylvania 
community into the conversation, said 
the announcement.

According to the call for artwork:
“Historically, images of the Christ are 

often enculturated, as different artists 
have portrayed Jesus as someone who 
bears their own cultural identity.

“As early as the third century CE, 
Syrian, Indian and Ethiopian artists 
produced images of the Christ that 
evoked the context of the artist. Since 
the Middle Ages,the image of a light-
skinned European Christ has been 
influential in the world through the 
influences of trade and colonization.

“In an early modern colonial 
missionary context, the image of White 
Jesus reinforced a social system in which 
white Europeans occupied the upper 
tiers and indigenous people with darker 
skin ranked lower.”

A review of the show by Joyce M. 
Davis in the Harrisburg Patriot-News, 
also posted on www.pennlive.com, 
noted that “seeing Christ as a Black 
man is startling, even for many Black 
Christians used to seeing Jesus on the 
back of church fans as a tall, white man, 
with long, flowing locks and an aquiline 
nose.

“But the “De-Colonizing Christ” 
exhibit challenges traditional American 
images of Christ just as Christians in our 
region are trying to grapple with racism 
and the church. Many Christians are 
now openly acknowledging the role their 

churches played in providing religious 
support for slavery and systemic racism, 
and for allowing the faithful to turn a 
blind eye to both.”

A review by Bob MacGinnes in The 
Burg: Greater Harrisburg’s Community 
Magazine, said that “this exhibit is 
long overdue in dismantling the legacy 
of colonialism dating from the 15th 
century in portraying Jesus with fair skin 
and blond hair.

“In this new gallery exhibit, that 
myth is usurped with fresh and relevant 
renderings that bear investigation 
toward establishing social justice. This 
groundbreaking exhibit demonstrates 
the need for Christ to be experienced 
differently.”  

The review quoted cathedral dean 
Amy Doyle Welin as saying, “there is 
such a breadth of works from iconic im-
ages to the abstract, the pious to pastoral, 
from artisanal creations to cutting-edge 
technology. There is truly something for 
everyone’s taste.”

Two cash prizes were awarded by the 
jury. Brian Behm, of Chapel Hill, N.C., 
was awarded Best in Show for his work 
“Pantocrator in Black and Brown.”

Lori Sweet, of Harrisburg, was 
awarded the Bishops’ Prize for her 
work “The Healer.” In December, one 
additional cash prize will be awarded by 
vote of those who attend the exhibit: the 
Peoples’ Favorite.

During the exhibit season, there will 
be three lectures on topics related to 
racial justice. All are free and open to the 
public.

On Sept. 12, scholar and artist Steve 
Prince, artist-in-residence at the College 
of William and Mary, discussed “The 
Arts, Justice and Faith: The Role of a 
Holy Imagination.”   

On Oct. 17, Dr. Drew G.I. Hart, As-
sistant Professor of Theology at Messiah 
University, will discuss “White Jesus: 
Mangling Christianity and the Birth of 
White Supremacy in the West.”

On Nov. 28, the Rev. Catherine Wil-
liams, Assistant Professor of Preaching 
and Worship at Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, will discuss the tension in-
herent in inclusive worship in predomi-
nantly white congregations.

The exhibit was conceived by Welin 
and congregant Carrie Wissler-Thomas, 
CEO of the Art Association of Harris-
burg.

It is supported by a grant from the 
Arts for All Partnership, a partnership 
between the Cultural Enrichment Fund 
and the Greater Harrisburg Community 
Foundation, a regional foundation of 
the Foundation for Enhancing Commu-
nities.   n
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Cathedral art exhibit aims  
to ‘de-colonize’ the Christ
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The artwork, “Pantocrator in Black and Brown,” mixed media, by Brian Behm from 
Chapel Hill, N.C., was awarded Best in Show.

Above, “Christ the Dreamer,” by Michael 
Reyes, gold leaf and oil on panel.

Left, “The Christ” by Jacqueline Doucot, 
mixed media work in collage, handmade 
paper and acrylic on canvas.

“The Healer,” by Lori Sweet, acrylic on 
canvas, was awarded the Bishop’s Prize.
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By Neva rae fox 
The Living Church

A Texas-based ministry called One 
Man’s Treasure has one purpose: 
to provide men who have been 
released from prison with cloth-

ing and shoes. “It’s a simple ministry but 
it’s vital,” said Annette Jenkins, executive 
director.

“We decided we are going to focus 
on one thing: clothes to go to church, 
to go to work, to go to their children’s 
baseball games, so they can look like 
everyone else. They don’t have to worry 
about clothes. The goal is to make them 
understand that people care.”

One Man’s Treasure “recognizes the 
barriers this vulnerable population face 
and the need for the community, espe-
cially the church, to reach out to assist 
these returning men as they seek to re-
enter [society] with dignity and hope,” 
Jenkins said.

With its roots in Kairos, a well-known 
Christian prison ministry for laity and 
clergy, One Man’s Treasure became a 
501(c)(3) in 2013.

Citing her calling through Kairos, 
Jenkins connected with One Man’s Trea-
sure in 2008 and became executive di-
rector in 2010.

A member of St. James on the Lake 
in Kemp, Texas, Jenkins described the 
many challenges newly released prison-
ers experience. “Someone who has been 
incarcerated for 20 years and now faces 
cellphones, charge cards for gas pump-
ing, so much more. The world has 
changed so much.”

COVID-19 has affected One Man’s 
Treasure in many ways: fewer clothing 
and monetary donations; rising prices; 
greater need from the men. Nonetheless, 
in 2020, 1,477 men were helped by One 
Man’s Treasure, with more than 800 to 
date in 2021.

At One Man’s Treasure, “Sixty percent 
of clothing is donated. We make sure it is 
in very good condition because we don’t 

want them to think 
that they are getting 
secondhand clothes,” 
Jenkins said. “They 
are getting clothes for 
them to wear and fit 
into the public.”

One Man’s Treasure 
relies on area faith-
based organizations. 
“A lot of the donations 
come through clothing 
drives in churches,” 
Jenkins said. “Then 
there are individuals 
who will donate direct-
ly, such as widows, be-
cause they know where 
the clothes will be used 
and that gives them a 
level of comfort.”

Underwear and 
socks are purchased, 
mostly in bulk, 
through an arrange-
ment with Fruit of the 
Loom.

Upon release from 
Texas state prison, the 
state provides men 
with minimal help: a 
bus ticket, $100, and 
one outfit, whether it 
fits or not.

The process is sim-
ple. Released adults 
call One Man’s Treasure, based in a ware-
house in Rockwall, near Dallas. “They 
never come into our facility,” Jenkins 
said. “Transportation is a big challenge 
for those who have been released from 
prison.”

One Man’s Treasure tries to make it 
easy for the men. “We ask their color 
preference, sizes, if they have opportuni-
ties for a job, if they need special cloth-
ing for a job, like warehouse work or 
construction work,” Jenkins said.

From there, volunteers prepare indi-
vidual packages consisting of “four or 
five shirts, pants, underwear, socks, a 
tie for an interview, and in the winter, a 
coat, hat, and gloves, shoes. It’s enough 
clothes for a week’s work.”

In a 10-minute video about the pro-
gram (https://vimeo.com/452065843), 
Bryan Kelley remembered when he was 
released after 22 years of incarceration. 
“I never Googled anything, I never sent 
an email, I never used a cell phone or a 
debit card. The world went on.”

“Have you ever felt like you don’t 
belong, like everyone you encounter 
singles you out as an outsider?” Bryan 
Kelley asked.

“Such is the experience of our return-
ing citizens in Texas each year. They are 
returning to society after years — some-
times even decades — of absence wear-
ing a mismatched, ill-fitting set of clothes 
given them at release by people who don’t 
necessarily care about their successful re-
entry. What if we could bless them with 
clothes that would help them fit in and 
feel like they belong? Clothes that would 
help them get a job and graft seamlessly 

into society?” he said.
Kelley, who now leads a ministry 

called Prison Entrepreneurship Program, 
continued, “One Man’s Treasure did that 
for me seven years ago when I was re-
leased after 22 years in prison. Since then 
I have become the CEO of another pris-
on ministry, and I’m currently serving on 
the board of directors for OMT. It wasn’t 
the clothes that enabled my adjustment 
and change, but they were a big part of a 
great start. Obviously we can’t expect ev-
eryone that receives clothes from OMT 
to become CEO; we should expect them 
to do much greater than that!”

One Man’s Treasure works with more 
than 50 organizations, including the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice’s 
Reentry and Integration Division, Reha-
bilitation Division, Dallas Region 2 Pa-
role Division; Windham School District; 
chaplains in state prisons; transition 
homes; government and local agencies; 
and ecumenical churches and groups. 
Area Episcopal partners are Holy Trinity 
by the Lake, Heath; St. Michael and All 
Angels, Dallas; St. Justin’s, Canton; and 
St. James on the Lake, Kemp.

Jenkins cited the Episcopal Diocese of 
Dallas, which “has been extremely sup-
portive of what we do.”

One Man’s Treasure boasts 150 vol-
unteers, of whom 80-90 are “shepherds,” 
directly assisting men and delivering 
clothes. “We’re not a big organization,” 
Jenkins said. “Our resources are not 
huge.”

To many, it’s important to return the 
kindness. “Some keep in touch, some 
have come back after they have become 

established and become a shepherd to 
make deliveries,” Jenkins said. “They 
make wonderful shepherds, as they un-
derstand the overwhelming challenges 
the men are facing.”

Information on other services is of-
fered to each man. “We have a resource 
guide for the Dallas area that we put to-
gether with the Episcopal Foundation of 
Dallas listing sources for food, job place-
ments, substance abuse programs.”

One Man’s Treasure is a ministry. “We 
follow the call of Christ in Matthew 25,” 
Jenkins said. “But it is also to take that 
man who wants to change the direction 
of his life and be that hand up for them.”

Among its honors, in 2016 One 
Man’s Treasure was awarded the Gov-
ernor’s Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice Reentry and Integration Divi-
sion Criminal Justice Volunteer Service 
Award.

Jenkins has a message for the Epis-
copal Church: “When we talk about 
evangelism, we can show God’s love by 
reaching out to these men who are the 
most overlooked men. We can give them 
a chance.”  n

      FeaTure

one man’s Treasure helps one man at a time

Photos/One Man’s Treasure 

One Man’s Treasure 
has assisted more than 
14,000 men released 
from Texas state 
prisons who live in the 
greater Dallas area. 

Above, packages of 
clothing are made 
ready for delivery. 

Left, a volunteer sorts 
clothing.

Below, volunteers 
pray over the clothing.

A volunteer delivers clothing to a client.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T
he Episcopal Church has 
launched a fundraising campaign 
to support Episcopal Migration 
Ministries as it and other refugee 

resettlement agencies prepare to wel-
come and assist thousands of Afghans 
who fled their home country after the 
Taliban took control last August.

Episcopal Migration Ministries, or 
EMM, set an initial goal of raising $4 
million, based on its estimate of the 
amount of money its affiliates will need 
to provide housing, clothing, legal assis-
tance and other support to newly arrived 
Afghans for up to six months. Donations 
can be made online to the Neighbors 
Welcome: Afghan Allies Fund.

“The needs are great and will require 
our communities and congregations to 
come together to contribute financially, 
offer housing, volunteer and pray,” Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry said. “You 
can also stay involved in the work of ad-
vocacy in ensuring that the government 
of the United States honors its commit-
ments to our Afghan allies.”

The Episcopal Church is one of 88 
faith organizations that signed an Aug. 30 
letter to President Joe Biden asking him 
to commit the U.S. to welcoming and 
protecting “Afghans in need of refuge.”

The church’s Washington-based Of-
fice of Government Relations has en-
couraged Episcopalians to press law-
makers to make it easier for Afghans to 
resettle in the U.S.

EMM also is inviting dioceses, con-
gregations and individual Episcopalians 
to provide various nonmonetary sup-
port for the Afghan families, including 
volunteering and becoming community 
sponsors.

A top priority is identifying tempo-
rary places for those Afghans to live, 
such as vacant church rectories and dioc-
esan camps and conference centers. In-
dividuals interested in offering housing 
or volunteering can complete EMM’s 
online form.

“The ministry of offering welcome to 
those fleeing violence is nothing less than 
God’s work — one that calls us to walk 
the way of love as Jesus of Nazareth taught 
us, through compassion, through practi-
cal care, showing to our newest neighbors 
that we are neighbors,” Curry said.

Afghanistan’s government fell to 
the Taliban on Aug. 15, expediting 
the U.S.’s end to its 20-year war in the 
country. The U.S. military completed 
its withdrawal on Aug. 30 after spend-
ing the previous two weeks securing the 
airport in the capital, Kabul, to ensure 
Americans and fleeing Afghans had ac-
cess to flights out of the country.

About 50,000 Afghans are being 
allowed into the U.S. under what is 
known as a humanitarian parole pro-
gram, this one created as the crisis esca-
lated in Afghanistan with the fall of the 
government.

The humanitarian parole program is 
separate from the refugee resettlement 
program that EMM and eight other 
agencies facilitate on behalf of the State 
Department, though the agencies plan 
to provide services to these Afghans sim-
ilar to the services they have provided 
since 1980 through the refugee resettle-
ment program.

Those services include English lan-
guage and cultural orientation classes, 
employment services, school enrollment, 
and initial assistance with housing and 
transportation.

EMM and the other resettlement 
agencies already have helped resettle 

some Afghans through the government’s 
special immigrant visa program, which is 
open to people who fear persecution for 
their work in support of the U.S. gov-
ernment.

The parole program is intended to ac-
commodate others arriving amid the re-

cent crisis in Afghanistan who do not yet 
have legal residency status.

Once in the U.S., some may be able 
to apply for special immigrant visas, 
while others will apply for asylum, said 
Allison Duvall, EMM’s senior manager 
for church relations and engagement.

The Afghans will receive just enough 
financial support from the federal gov-
ernment to begin their lives in this coun-
try, Duvall told ENS.

Until they qualify for special immi-
grant visas or asylum, they will not be 
eligible for government benefits or the 
kind of longer-term financial support 
that is available to families who are part 
of the refugee resettlement program, 
Duvall said.

Short time frames pose another chal-
lenge. Refugee resettlement agencies 
typically have weeks and months, if not 
years, to prepare for the families they are 
welcoming, Duvall said. With the Af-
ghans, some may arrive with less than 
a day’s notice, providing little time to 
arrange for housing. This has added to 
the urgency of EMM’s efforts as it works 

with its affiliates.
“Everyone’s saying that we’ve never 

seen anything like this before,” Duvall 
said.

Interfaith Ministries for Greater 
Houston, an EMM affiliate in the Dio-
cese of Texas, has received 50 Afghans 

in the past month, an unprecedented 
number, according to Ali Al Sudani, the 
agency’s chief programs officer. Those in-
dividuals arrived with special immigrant 
visas. More are expected soon through 
the parole program.

“These are individuals who supported 
us [in Afghanistan], and now it’s our role 
to support them,” Al Sudani told ENS.

Al Sudani, who came to the U.S. as 
an Iraqi refugee in 2009, said Interfaith 
Ministries is working with its faith-based 
partners, including Episcopal congrega-
tions, to marshal resources to provide a 
warm welcome to the Afghans. In just 
one day, supporters responded to an 
online wish list by sending nearly 200 
packages with household items, he said, 
from towels and pillows to TVs and mi-
crowaves.

The organization also has launched 
a public awareness campaign — partly 
to generate material support but also to 
educate the community about their new 
neighbors. The community’s response so 
far has been overwhelmingly positive, he 
said.  n

migration ministry seeks churchwide support to provide warm welcome to afghans

‘ the ministry of offering welcome 
to those fleeing violence is 
nothing less than God’s work.’

— Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
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