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urricane Matthew in early October slammed into Haiti, location
of the Episcopal Church’s most
populous diocese, raked Florida’s
east coast, then dumped torrential rain on
Georgia and the Carolinas, leading to widespread flooding.
The Reuters news agency reported that the
storm killed more than 1,000 people in Haiti
and that officials were burying people in mass
graves. At least 21 died in the United States —
nearly half of them in North Carolina, according to the Associated Press.
The U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said on Oct. 10 that
nearly $120 million in aid was needed to help
the devastated portions of Haiti.
Local aid officials struggled to get food,

Photo/Logan Abassi UN/MINUSTAH

People walk along a street in downtown Jeremie, Haiti, after Hurricane Matthew made landfall nearby.

medicine and water to desperate communities,
the Associated Press reported. Officials said
that young men — some of them armed —
in villages along the road between the hard-hit
cities of Les Cayes and Jeremie were putting up
blockades of rocks and broken branches to halt
convoys of vehicles bringing relief supplies.
Episcopal Relief & Development said it was

supporting local partners such as the Bishop
Tharp Institute in Les Cayes to provide food
and water to displaced people sheltering on the
school’s campus.
“Papa, j’ai peur, je veux du soleil (Daddy,
I am scared, I want to see the sun),” Ernest
Cajuste’s 4-year-old son told him as the

continued on page 7
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he House of Bishops, meeting
Sept. 15-20 in Detroit, discussed
diversity in the bishop-election
process, as well as impairment of
church leaders due to substance abuse and

mental-health issues.
The bishops also called on the Episcopal
Church to “set our sights beyond ourselves
and to minister to the several nations where
we serve and the wider world.” They also
elected the Rev. Carl Wright to be the next
bishop suffragan for armed services and federal
ministries (see page 6).

After a short discussion, the bishops
referred a resolution on diversity in the bishopelection process to the General Convention
Task Force on the Episcopacy. In the spring,
the bishops had considered a resolution having
them reserve the option to withhold their
consent after any episcopal election that did
not include at least two qualified people of
color and two qualified women. The
bishops tabled the resolution until the
fall meeting, where they considered
a substitute stating that the House of
Bishops “regrets the extent to which we
remain predominantly a body of white
males” and commends those dioceses
that have elected or included among
continued on page 6
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In a break with recent practice,
House of Deputies President the Rev.
Gay Clark Jennings, center behind
table, was invited to join the House
of Bishops meeting. Here she poses
with all of the bishops present who
previously had served as deputies.
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Anglican Digest
Anglican Digest is a column of news and features
from churches in the Anglican Communion. The
following are credited from Anglican Communion
News Service.

Historic Anglican school
opens in Ireland

text in that, while it is run by a minority
faith, its student body includes just 20
percent from a Church of Ireland background. The majority of the students —
some 60 percent — come from a Roman
Catholic background.
Temple Carrig was established in
2012 following the awarding of a grant
of patronage by Ireland’s education
ministry. The first pupils arrived in
September 2014 and were housed in
temporary accommodation on the
current school site.
The new school building was com-

The Irish prime minister, or taoiseach,
opened the country’s first Anglican voluntary secondary school to be founded
in Ireland since the creation of the state
in 1922. Prime Minister Enda Kenny
performed the ceremony at Temple Carrig School in Greystones on
Oct. 7, with Archbishop of
Dublin Michael Jackson
dedicating the building.
The Church of Ireland
has established other schools
in the state, but these have
been under the comprehensive model. “While it
is under Church of Ireland
management, Temple Carrig
School provides education
for the whole community in
Photo/Dioceses of Dublin & Glendalough
the Greystones and Delgany
Celebrating the opening of the Temple Carrig School
area,” a spokeswoman for the
in Ireland are, from left, board Chair Garrett Fennel,
Diocese of Dublin & Glen- Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny, Archbishop of Dublin
dalough said.
Michael Jackson and school Principal Alan Cox.
In Ireland, around 60 percent of secondary-school pupils attend pleted in December 2015 and now has
voluntary schools. These are owned and first-, second- and third-year students in
managed by religious communities; but place. This academic year will see the first
part-funded by the state. The govern- students at the school sit state exams.
ment provides 90 percent of teachers’
The school has proved to be popular,
salaries and 95 percent of other costs. and has been oversubscribed for admisIn contrast, comprehensive schools are sions since it opened in 2012. It embracfully funded by the state and run by lo- es new technological approaches to educal management boards.
cation and learning, with students and
The school is unique in an Irish con- teachers using iPads in their daily work.
In addition to the main curriculum, it
offers
“a full range of innovative subject
Episcopal
choices” in areas including philosophy,
creative writing, sports science, drama
studies, horticulture and life skills.
Editor: Solange De Santis
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New members join
St. Anselm community
New members of the Community
of St. Anselm, the international newmonastic community for young people
based at Lambeth Palace, have been
commissioned by Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby. St. Anselm al-

Church of South India marks 70 years

M

ore than 700
new
believers
were baptized
at a celebratory
service held to mark the 70th
anniversary of the Church of
South India. Moderators of the
Church of South India (CSI)
and the Church of North India
(CNI) attended the service in
St. George’s Cathedral, Chennai, along with the metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Church
and other senior clerics.
CNI Moderator Pradip Samantaroy spoke about how the
early church related to its community.
Today’s church must repent and return
to the experiences of being related and
united to their communities, especially
in the context of violence, terrorism
and the social evils such as atrocities
against women, he said.
The province’s general secretary,

Photo/Courtesy Church of South India

the Rev. Rathnakar Sadananda, said
that the CSI was a “people’s movement engaged in uniting people from
all corners and boundaries,” but with
the mind of Jesus, focused towards
the marginalized. The church, he said,
should “be a foretaste for God’s forgiveness and reconciliation.” n

lows people aged 20 to 35 to
“spend a year in God’s time” in
a residential and nonresidential
community with a shared rule
of life focused on prayer, study
and service to the most vulnerable in society.
On Sept. 30, Welby commissioned 15 international residents, who will live at Lambeth
Photo/Marc Gascoigne / Lambeth Palace
Palace in London for the next 10
months; and 21 nonresidents, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby hands out
who will combine their life in crosses to new members of the Community of St. Anselm.
the community with their other respon- practice of “placing yourself under dissibilities to work, family and church. The cipline” is “extraordinarily counter-culservice also saw the re-commissioning tural,” he said. But, “if we are going to
of seven nonresident members from the call ourselves disciples of Jesus Christ, we
community’s first year who will continue start by saying, ‘I accept the sovereignty
their commitment for another year.
of God.’ There is no other way of being
“The Community of St. Anselm very a disciple.”
deliberately takes people from all over
The new members come from counthe world, with their cultural differences tries including the United States, Zimand personality differences,” Welby said babwe, Mexico, South Africa and India.
in a sermon. “It deliberately takes bits of “They also represent a wide variety of
the disunited church. It takes all these church streams and denominations, from
different factions and fragments, and it’s Anglican and Episcopal to United Rean experiment to see if together we can formed, Methodist, Lutheran, New Fronlive in unity.”
tiers, Orthodox and Roman Catholic,” a
Adopting the Benedictine monastic Lambeth Palace spokesperson said. n

From The editor’s desk

A

t last, Election Day is upon
us. Our seemingly interminable presidential-election season almost makes one want to
live under a parliamentary system, with
its tidy six- to eight-week campaigns.
It’s a struggle to recall a more divisive presidential campaign with more
vicious rhetoric and more stunning revelations.
Maybe we have seen this all before.
Candidate Barry Goldwater supposedly
was going to nuke us all into oblivion,
and we were warned that George McGovern would unleash lawless hippie
hordes upon the American landscape.
The Watergate scandal forced Richard
Nixon out of the Oval Office, and Bill

Clinton brought disgrace on his presidency through sexual misconduct.
One of the very sad things about this
campaign is that friendships have been
sundered and families riven by conflict
over whether one is a Hillary Clinton
or Donald Trump supporter.
Although it is the opinion of
Episcopal Journal that Hillary Clinton
is the only serious presidential
candidate and should be elected, many
are looking beyond Nov. 8.
The Episcopal Forward Movement
resource ministry and the Diocese of
Long Island, just to name two, have
set prayers for the days leading up to
the election, which as a spiritual exercise can be remarkably stress-relieving.

However, come Nov. 9, we all still will
be living with one another.
Church people have some principles
to follow. For one thing, members of
the body of Christ, according to the
Book of Corinthians, are like an eye
that “cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no
need of you.’”
In general society, we tend to gather
with people who share our opinions.
But when we gather in church, we
make a commitment to listen to each
other and “respect the dignity of every
human being,” as the baptismal covenant states.
In this election season, these are
pretty radical ideas, but they are infinitely better than the alternative. n
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Anglicans, Roman Catholics celebrate 50 years of dialogue, partnership
By Matthew Davies
Episcopal News Service

P

residing Bishop Michael Curry
and more than half of the Anglican Communion primates
travelled to Rome the first week
of October to celebrate a historic milestone — 50 years since Pope Paul VI met
with Archbishop of Canterbury Michael
Ramsey in Rome in 1966. That was the
first time an archbishop of Canterbury
had met with the Roman pontiff since
the Reformation.
This October’s events included an
ecumenical vespers service at San Gregorio Magna al Celio in Rome, a site of
major significance to the origins of the
Church of England, and a private meeting between Pope Francis and the Anglican primates on Oct. 6 at the Apostolic
Palace, the pope’s official residence in
Vatican City.
“We’re here now in celebration of
that 50th anniversary, but maybe more
importantly to carry on the legacy …
that has to do with carrying on the ‘Jesus movement’ … together as Roman
Catholics and as Anglicans,” Curry said.
The vespers service brought together
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby

and Pope Francis, the combined choirs
of Canterbury Cathedral and the Sistine Chapel, Anglican archbishops and
bishops, Episcopal bishops and Roman
Catholic cardinals, and many other
church leaders and ecumenical representatives. The archbishop and the pope
each preached, exchanged gifts as an expression of their commitment towards
common mission and issued a common
declaration saying that they were “undeterred” by the “serious obstacles” to full
unity between Anglicans and Roman
Catholics.
Fifty years earlier, Ramsey and
Pope Paul issued their own Common
Declaration saying that their meeting
“marks a new stage in the development of
fraternal relations, based upon Christian
charity, and of sincere efforts to remove
the causes of conflict and to re-establish
unity.”
San Gregorio is built on the site from
which St. Gregory the Great, in the sixth
century, sent St. Augustine, first archbishop of Canterbury, along with 30
monks to re-evangelize England. They
landed in 597 and are credited with laying the foundations for the renewal of
English Christianity.
At the end of the service, Welby and

South African Anglicans regroup after
defeat of same-sex blessing measure
By Fredrick Nzwili
Religion News Service

A

vote by South African Anglicans
to reject the blessing of same-sex
unions registered under South
African law does not reflect the
reality of diversity in the province, some
church leaders and gay rights activists say.
The Provincial Synod of the Southern
Africa Province — the top decision-making body — voted Sept. 30 to reject the
measure by 16 to six in the house of bishops, 41 to 25 among lay representatives
and 42 to 34 among clergy. The province
covers Angola, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland.
For many, more urgent priorities such
as food security, shelter and health care
overshadow gay rights. Some of the bishops consider polygamy a much higher
priority than gay rights.
LGBT activists and their supporters had hoped for full inclusion in the
church now that South Africa allows
same-sex marriage.
“The pain on both sides is palpable
and tangible, and the image of a doubleedged sword pierces me,” said Archbishop Thabo Makgoba.
A motion that proposed licensing of
LGBT clergy was withdrawn before it
could be debated.
In May, the Rev. Mpho Tutu, daughter of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond
Tutu, gave up her clergy credentials after
marrying a woman.
“It’s a painful experience, disappointing and sad,” said the Rev. Judith Kotze,

the director of Inclusive and Affirming
Ministries, a nonprofit organization that
helps faith-based groups promote the
full inclusion of LGBT people. “It is not
honest and does not reflect the reality
within the Anglican dioceses.”
Kotze said the motion would have allowed a local option, where some churches could bless same-sex marriages and
others could maintain the status quo.
She highlighted a growing push
within the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa — led by Makgoba — that wants
to move forward with this.
“They must not give up. The dialogue, the pressure and protests needs to
continue,” said Kotze.
In 2015, the Dutch Reformed Church
in South Africa voted to recognize samesex unions. It also voted in favor of ordaining gay ministers and scrapping an
existing celibacy clause. The decision
drew a huge backlash.
“The problem is, implementation is
not happening,” said Kotze, a minister in
the Dutch Reformed Church in South
Africa. “We want the church to start implementing the synod decision.”
In some Southern African countries,
violence targeting same-sex unions has
been escalating. In Malawi, youth pastors threatened to take the government to
court to force the arrest of 4,000 gay people living in the northern city of Mzuzu.
The country is suffering from serious
food shortages, corruption and poverty.
Religious leaders vehemently oppose
same-sex unions and the relaxing of existing anti-gay laws. n

Photo/Courtesy of Episcopal News Service
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Pope Paul VI places his episcopal ring
on Archbishop of Canterbury Michael
Ramsey’s finger during their 1966 meeting.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby,
left, and Pope Francis clasp hands toward
the end of a vespers service in Rome.

the pope commissioned a new phase of
the International Anglican Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission.
They blessed and sent forth 19 pairs of
Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops
to work together in joint mission.
Diocese of Tennessee Bishop John
Bauerschmidt and Roman Catholic
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore Dennis
Madden are among the pairings.
Bauerschmidt serves as co-chair of
the Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue
in the U.S. (ARCUSA), which has met
regularly since the 1960s, making it the
Episcopal Church’s oldest dialogue relationship.
The Rev. Margaret Rose, the Episcopal
Church’s deputy for ecumenical and
interreligious relations, was in Rome
for the celebrations. ARCUSA’s work,
she said, “as with other dialogues …
emphasizes the desire to share work in
mission and shalom that helps to put
both life and work, faith and order in

perspective.”
The relationship between the Anglican Communion and the Roman
Catholic Church has been strained in
recent years due to differences concerning women’s ordination and human
sexuality. The Vatican’s efforts to offer a
spiritual home to former and disaffected
Anglicans while enabling them to retain
aspects of their liturgy and traditions
through what is called a “personal ordinariate” has added to the strain.
Although women serve as bishops
in provinces throughout the Anglican
Communion — in Australia, Canada,
England, New Zealand, Southern Africa
and the United States — the 19 pairs of
bishops commissioned during the vespers service included only men.
Diocese of Indianapolis Bishop
Catherine Waynick, who participated
in the commemorations in Rome, told
ENS she believed that “ecumenism is
continued on page 7
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Episcopal Lives
priest or being alone with minors. White
retired in 2006 but was serving as a supply, or “Sunday only,” priest on weekends
at St. James Episcopal Church in Bedford.
Scanlan met with members of the parish to inform them of her decision and to
offer pastoral care to the parish. “I assured
them that my staff and I would accompany them in this difficult time,” she said.
No allegations of abuse have been
lodged against White during his time
in the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania,
but, as a priest in that diocese, he has
been under Scanlan’s authority since she
became bishop in September 2015.
— Diocese of Central Pennsylvania

Photo/Courtesy of Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy

From left, Chaplain Rob Dewey, Colonel Robert Lyman and Lt. Col. Walker Bean
sign an agreement for support.

Chaplaincies pledge mutual support
The 628th Air Base Wing Chaplain Corps and the Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy
of Charleston, S.C., have signed a memorandum of understanding for mutual
spiritual support. The memo is formal recognition of a long-standing relationship between the agencies and is believed to be the first of its kind between a
civilian chaplaincy agency and military chaplains.
The Rev. Rob Dewey, Episcopal priest and senior chaplain to the Coastal
Crisis Chaplaincy, Lt. Col. Walker Bean, joint base senior chaplain, and Colonel Robert Lyman, commander of the 628th Air Base Wing, signed the official
document in the chapel at Charleston Joint Base.
Dewey founded the Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy in 1990. Its mission is to provide pastoral care and counseling for employees and families of first responders,
as well as the general public. The chaplaincy assists the coroner in notifying
individuals who have lost a family member in an unexpected manner, assists the
Mobile Crisis Unit and SWAT teams in hostage negotiations and other local
emergency situations, and provides follow-up visitations in the home or in the
hospital for victims of crimes and their families.
Since 1990, the chaplaincy has grown to serve more than 40 agencies in the
Charleston area, including all law enforcement, fire, EMS and dispatch agencies.
— Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy

Creation-care missioner
honored in Washington
The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas received
the “Steward of God’s Creation Award” at
the Annual Prayer Breakfast hosted by the
National Religious Coalition on Creation
Care in Washington, D.C. The award is
given annually to a faith leader whose
ministry works toward climate justice
and inspiring reverence for the earth.
The
event
took place Sept.
12 at Capitol
Hill Lutheran
Church, where
more than 20
speakers reflected on the theme
“Focus on Public Lands and
Religious Responsibility.”
Bullitt-Jonas
Bullitt-Jonas
is missioner for
creation care for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and the Massachusetts
Conference United Church of Christ. Her
work is to make sure the voice of the faithful can be heard in public discourse related
to climate change and to inspire individual
congregations to see climate justice as a
significant issue that requires human intervention and spiritual resolve. She has written prolifically about issues related to climate justice and participated in advocacy
at the national level and civil disobedience.
Bullitt-Jonas annually rallies 55-plus
Episcopal congregations to observe

“Creation Season” from the Feast of
Saint Francis (Oct. 4) until Christ
the King Sunday (Nov. 20). She is the
diocese’s first dedicated missioner for
creation care, appointed in 2013.
— Diocese of Western Massachusetts

Long Island to mark
election prayer cycle
Bishop Lawrence C. Provenzano of
the Diocese of Long Island (N.Y.) called
for an “Octave of Prayer” leading up to
Election Day on Nov. 8.
He noted that
his call came “in the
midst of a disturbing
and extremely volatile political season
filled with rhetoric
that has created new
lows for our nation
and shame on our
Provenzano
national character.”
The octave was to begin on All Saints’
Day (Nov. 1). “I am asking each church
community to gather for prayer at least
once during the octave, inviting the entire
community across all denominations and
faiths to gather for a celebration of the
Holy Eucharist and community prayer
for our nation,” he said.
“We are God’s people … It falls upon
us to respond to negativity, bigotry
and hate with prayer and loving service
… ‘God bless America’ must be our
prayer, not merely a political slogan,”
Provenzano said.
— Diocese of Long Island

Priest deposed
Bishop Audrey Scanlan of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania removed
the Rev. Howard White from the priesthood on Oct. 10.
White, 75, was
among several adults
who sexually abused
students
at
St.
George’s School in
Middleton, R.I., in
the 1970s and 80s,
White
according to a report
released recently by independent investigators on behalf of the school.
“We are committed to keeping God’s
children safe, and we are heartbroken
when we fail,” Scanlan said. “My hope is
that the appalling events documented at
St. George’s School will lead our church
to intensify its efforts to protect young
people in every setting, and continue our
commitment to preventing abuse with
thorough training for clergy, staff and
volunteers who work with children.”
White accepted the notice that he is no
longer a priest, which the church refers to
as a “deposition,” but did not admit guilt.
Scanlan had placed him on leave in January when the allegations first surfaced,
and prohibited him from functioning as a

Election prayers offered
This fall, Forward Movement, an
Episcopal ministry providing resources
for discipleship and evangelism, invited
all Episcopalians to join in a season of
prayer for the upcoming election.
“I’ve heard people say, again and again,
‘I’m not sure what to do.’ For Christians,
there is always one thing we can do, every one of us. We can pray,” said Executive Director Scott Gunn. “We can pray
for wisdom, for grace, for patience, for

courage, for hope. We can and must
pray for those with whom we disagree.
Whatever else we do, we must pray. We
might use our own words, or we might
like some language to give voice to our
concerns and hopes. We Anglicans are
blessed with riches of common prayer.”
Since Oct. 9, Forward Movement has
provided opportunities for prayer each
day “with a particular intention for this
time in our national life,” Gunn said.
“Each day includes a suggested intention
and a collect. We also suggest the use of
a brief litany every day.”
The “season” uses prayers from The
Book of Common Prayer. People can offer or share prayers using Forward Movement’s Facebook or Twitter social-media
channels. Weekly bulletin inserts and
a list of all the prayers are available at
www.forwardmovement.org/election.
The resources are available in Spanish at
http://www.venadelante.org/eleccion.
— Forward Movement

Bexley Seabury adds
low-residency option
Bexley Seabury will offer an enhanced, low-residency Master of Divinity program at its new Hyde Park/
Woodlawn campus beginning with the
January 2017 term.
Most of the seminary’s courses are hybrids that combine
face-to-face sessions
— scheduled for three
weekends over three
months or for one-week intensives in
January or June — with ongoing online learning. Through the seminary’s
relationship with Chicago Theological
Seminary, students also have the option
to take many courses entirely online.
The Episcopal seminary already offered a residential MDiv. program in
Columbus, Ohio.
The enhanced program expands field
education from a one- or two-semester
program to a five-semester internship.
Called Communities of Learning and
Formation, the field-education program is established in and with the
MDiv. candidate’s local parish.
The enhanced MDiv. program also includes a module of courses previously reserved only for doctoral candidates. These
include courses that draw on family-systems theory and asset-based communitydevelopment strategies as well as a course in
community organizing for people of faith.
— Bexley Seabury

Event to highlight historically black schools

T

he Office of Black Ministries will sponsor a Nov. 10 public-recognition event in Washington, D.C., for the Episcopal Church’s affiliated
historically black colleges and universities: St. Augustine’s University,
Raleigh, N.C., and Voorhees College, Denmark, S.C.
The schools’ combined choirs will begin the day presenting music at 9 a.m.
at St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square. Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry will
present a keynote address, followed by a question-and-answer session. In the afternoon, the schools’ presidents and students will share their experiences during
panel discussions.
For more information, contact Angela Ifill at aifill@episcopalchurch.org or
646-323-0130 or Angeline Cabanban at acabanban@episcopalchurch.org or
212-716-6186.
— Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office
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Confederate flag images quietly removed from National Cathedral
term future is really very much up in the
air,” he said.
Eckstrom said Sept. 28 that he learned
ashington National Ca- of the change in the windows the day it
thedral has quietly re- occurred — Aug. 26 — when an archiplaced its controversial tect met with members of a cathedral
panes of stained glass committee, who quickly decided on the
specific replacement glass.
bearing the Confederate flag.
“The decision was made, kind of on
The two panes bearing the image of
the flag were replaced in August with red the fly, that they were happy with the
and blue panes to match surrounding replacement and [to] just go ahead and
glass, said Kevin Eckstrom, chief com- put them in,” he said. “It wasn’t really
munications officer for the cathedral. a decision to do it under the cover of
Adjoining panes honoring Confederate darkness. It was more the people were
generals remain in place, but “their long- there on site, and they decided to just go
ahead and make it
happen.”
Cathedral
officials chose not to
make a public announcement after
the
replacement
occurred. “They decided, rather than
further exacerbate
tensions
around
the flag in the windows, to just do it
and get it done and
move on to the next
phase,” Eckstrom
said. “They didn’t
want the flags themselves to become a
Photo/courtesy of Danielle Thomas/Washington National Cathedral
distraction
from the
Andrew Goldkuhle of Goldkuhle Studios in Hanover, Va., inspects
larger
conversation
and replaces stained glass images of the Confederate battle flag at
that they’re having
Washington National Cathedral.
By Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

W

Nadia Bolz-Weber to speak at
Christian-formation conference

T

he Rev. Nadia
Her experience and pasB o l z -We b e r,
sion for the ministry of
founding pas“scrappy churches” (her
tor of House
affectionate term for
for All Sinners and Saints
struggling congregations)
in Denver, will be the
has led her to serve two
keynote speaker for the
thriving
multicultural,
2017 Forma Conference
multilingual, multigenJan. 25-27 in Garden
erational congregations.
Grove, Calif.
Law is the founder and
The conference celeexecutive director of The
brates the 20th anniversary
Kaleidoscope Institute,
of Forma, which describes
which provides resources
itself as “an association
to equip church leaders to
and dynamic community
create sustainable churchof Christian educators,
es and communities.
formation professionals
The Church Pension
Bolz-Weber
and their institutional
Group will offer a prepartners that celebrates and upholds the conference program on Jan. 25 called
diverse ministries of Christian formation “Planning for Wellness.” The program
across the Episcopal Church.”
aims to inform, engage and inspire parAn ordained Evangelical Lutheran ticipants to improve their financial and
Church in America pastor, Bolz-Weber is physical health and well-being. Topics
the author of two best-selling memoirs: include: goal setting and planning, man“Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a aging your current finances, strategies
Sinner & Saint” and “Accidental Saints: for improving your health and underFinding God in All the Wrong People.”
standing your CPG benefits.
Other conference speakers will be the
The Forma Conference also will offer
Rev. Nancy Frausto and the Rev. Eric workshops on topics from ministry baLaw. Frausto is the Diocese of Los An- sics to social justice.
geles’ first Latina priest to have grown
For
more
information,
visit
up in a Spanish-speaking congregation. episcoforma.org. n

around race, which in the cathedral’s
mind is much more important than the
windows.”
No sign near the windows explains
the change, but one is likely in the
future, he said.
Since the cathedral announced in June
that it would replace the flag depictions,
it has begun a series of events focused on
racial justice, including one on the role

of the white church and another about
black spirituals.
It planned an Oct. 26 event on the
history and context of the Confederate
flag, including discussion of the removal
of the panes and the current retention of
the overall windows honoring Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall
Jackson. The side-by-side windows were
dedicated in 1953. n

Genesis Gathering provides
resources for church planters
Office of Public Affairs

L

eaders of new church plants or
missional initiatives and applicants for Episcopal Church
Planting and Missional Enterprise Zone grants are invited to the inaugural Genesis Gathering Nov. 16-17
at the Church of the Ascension, Dallas.
The conference is timed so that participants also may attend the Evangelism Matters meeting on Nov. 18-19 at
Church of the Transfiguration, Dallas.
“The Genesis Gathering is a community of passionate, faithful people
starting new Episcopal churches and
worshiping communities,” said the
Rev. Zachary Nyein, a member of the
Advisory Group on Church Planting that is sponsoring the conference.
“We are a community of practice that
gathers online and in person to share
in learning, nourishment, prayer, storytelling and fellowship.”
The schedule and registration
information are available at www.
episcopalchurch.org.

The conference will begin with
worship and dinner, followed by
introductions and conversations.
Nov. 17 will focus on roundtable
conversations and networking.
“This Genesis Gathering will have a
particular focus on how to get started:
what planters should do when they
are at the very beginning of starting
a new ministry,” said the Rev. Jane
Gerdsen, advisory group chair. “We
will have talks and group sessions for
people starting both traditional and
nontraditional ministries.”
The advisory group is offsetting
registration costs, but participants
are responsible for travel and lodging
expenses. A block of rooms set aside
for participants is listed at www.
forwardmovement.org. The schedule
and registration information are
available at www.episcopalchurch.
org.
The next Genesis Gathering will
be held in the spring. For more
information, contact churchplanting@
episcopalchurch.org. n

MOVING?
Ask for a clergy
moving specialist and
discover why thousands
of churches, clergy
and seminarians have
relied on us for nearly
two decades.

• Clergy Discount
• Guaranteed Dates
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• All Major Van Lines
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News
Bishops continued from page 1

their nominees women and people
“outside the dominant culture.”
The substitute resolution encouraged
diocesan standing committees and nominating bodies to continue that trend.
And it encouraged standing committees
and bishops with jurisdiction, which
must consent to any bishop election in
the church, to “give serious consideration to the inclusivity of the search process and the diversity of the final slate of
candidates in making their decision.”
Bishop of Oklahoma Ed Konieczny
moved to refer the substitute resolution
to the task force because the house heard
earlier in the day that the group’s preliminary work showed that the slates of
nominees in some recent elections diocese were diverse, but the electors were
unwilling to consider that diversity.
Not all bishops agreed with the referral.
Bishop Suffragan Dena Harrison
of Texas, saying she is in “one of the
categories of people referenced in this
resolution,” told her colleagues that after
10 years in the house she had “grown
very weary of this house’s propensity
to refer to others the responsibility”
for educating dioceses about accepting
people other than white males as bishops.
“We just observed that by the time
an election occurs it’s too late; that if
the leadership of the diocese has not
prepared the culture to accept women
of color, men of color, women, it’s
not going to happen. And I find it

very disingenuous that this house is so theological diversity also becomes an
The members of the impairment comfacile with instructing other groups issue in elections.
mission have met seven times since Noabout their responsibilities in this area,”
vember. Hollingsworth said the group
Harrison said. “If this house wished to Impairment and leadership
planned to make recommendations for
seriously consider making change, it
Bishop of Ohio Mark Hollingsworth, action and further review in time for the
would have a very different approach to vice chair of the house’s Commission on 2018 General Convention.
this conversation.”
Impairment and Leadership, briefed the
The bishops’ “A Word to the Church
Besides talking about the diversity is- bishops on the group’s work. While the for the World” encourages the church
sue, task force member Bishop of North- group has focused on impairment due to to journey further outward as part of its
western Pennsylvania Sean Rowe told alcoholism and substance abuse, it also mission.
the bishops that the group
“Lament[ing] the stark joyalso was considering questions
lessness that marks our present
such as possibly bringing unitime” and what they called the
formity to the wide range of
widening fissures that are dividtitles for bishops who work
ing society, the bishops said that
under the diocesan bishop.
it was time to “follow Jesus into
Rowe said there are assisting
our fractured neighborhoods,
bishops and assistant bishops,
the nation and the world.”
for instance.
“Let prophets tell the truth
Rowe said during a short
in love. Let reconcilers move
question-and-answer session
boldly into places of division
that more than half of the task
and disagreement. Let evangeforce’s members were women
lists inspire us to tell the story
but none were bishops of color.
of Jesus in new and compelAlso during that session,
ling ways. Let leaders lead with
Diocese of Albany Bishop Bill
courage and joy,” the bishops
Love, who called himself “one
said.
Photo/Mary Frances Schjonberg/ENS
of the few theologically con- House of Bishops Music Chaplain Dent Davidson, center, plays
servative bishops represent- the opening hymn during the meeting’s final Eucharist. Maine
Other actions
ing theologically conservative Bishop Steven Lane, left, provides percussion, and Dominican
The bishops passed a resodioceses,” said he was “some- Republic Bishop Julio Holguín leads the singing.
lution calling for the presiding
what nervous about the wider
bishop to have staff compile a
church trying to become more involved included “other addictions and personal- spreadsheet of diocesan financial inforin the elections within dioceses.”
ity disorders” in its study, he said. It has mation for the bishops’ spring meeting
“No doubt there are a lot of folks been using confidential case studies to to aid them in their ongoing discussions
that/who would like to see Albany understand “the individual and systemic about what the resolution’s explanation
move in a different direction,” Love dynamics involved” in cases of impair- called “an appropriate percentage apporsaid, urging caution about whether ment, he said.
tionment from each diocese.”
Part of the committee also is developTara Elgin Holley, director of developing a theological and ecclesiological con- ment for the Episcopal Church, briefed
text “for understanding the responsibility the bishops on a plan to create a churchand accountability inherent in a healthy, wide annual fundraising appeal beginsafe Christian community,” he said.
ning in the fall of 2017. It would focus
The house created the commission at its on the priorities and goals of Presiding
March 2015 meeting. The previous De- Bishop Michael Curry, highlighting the
cember, then-Maryland Suffragan Bishop work of the “Jesus movement” and the
Heather Cook struck and killed a bicyclist new work around racial reconciliation
while driving intoxicated and texting. In and racial justice. There has not been an
October 2015, she was sentenced to sev- annual campaign of this kind since the
en years in prison after pleading guilty Venture in Mission campaigns of the late
to automobile manslaughter and three 1970s and early 1980s that raised $180
other criminal charges.
million. n

This Christmas, give a gift
that makes a difference,
one cup at a time.

Armed Forces bishop elected

T
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he Rev. Carl
In 1993, Wright was comWright, rector
missioned as a chaplain in
of St. Andrew’s
the U.S. Air Force.
Church, PasaWright holds a bachdena, Md., was elected
elor’s degree in theology
suffragan bishop for
from Loyola University in
armed services and federal
Baltimore, a master of diministries on the second
vinity degree from Virginballot on Sept. 20 duria Theological Seminary
ing the fall meeting of the
in Alexandria, Va., and a
House of Bishops.
master of sacred theology
Lt. Col. Wright, 57, has
degree from the School of
Wright
served as deputy command
Theology, University of
chaplain for the Air Force Global Strike the South, in Sewanee, Tenn. He is an
Command at Barksdale AFB, La. The associate member of the Order of the
strike command provides combat-ready Holy Cross.
forces to conduct strategic nuclear-deterPending confirmation by a majority
rence and global-strike operations in sup- of the House of Bishops and by a maport of combatant commanders.
jority of diocesan standing committees,
Wright enlisted in the U.S. Air Force Wright will be ordained and consecratin 1978. He was commissioned as an ed on Feb. 11. His office will be based
infantry officer in the Maryland Army in Washington, D.C.
— Episcopal Church Public Affairs Office
National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve.
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News
to member Mary Holmes, who said the
church had recently undergone a major
restoration in anticipation of its 200th
anniversary next year. More than 45
people came to help clean the church,
Holmes told the paper.
Diocesan House in Kinston, N.C.,
was without telephone and Internet service. Water entered offices there; it was
“fortunately not deep,” Browne said via
e-mail. He said that East Carolina was
experiencing evacuations and horrible
flooding. “The damage to the state’s road
infrastructure is astounding, with a great
many roads washed out in one or more
places,” he wrote.
Member of the Episcopal Church in
South Carolina on Oct. 10 also were
regrouping and trying to find out how
congregations in the Lowcountry along
the coast fared, Holly Behre, director of
communications, reported.
Information posted on the diocese’s
Facebook page pointed evacuees to
Episcopal churches in the dioceses of
Photo/FEMA
Upper South Carolina, Western North
Federal Emergency Management Agency officials survey damage on Highway A1A near
Carolina, North Carolina and Atlanta.
Daytona Beach, Fla.
Members of four of those coastal
Hurricane continued from page 1
our diocese,” Director of Communica- congregations had organized Eucharist
tions Christine McTaggart told Episco- together the day before near Hendersonhurricane bore down on their Haitian pal News Service via e-mail. Diocesan ville, N.C. Most of those attendees were
home.
officials had not yet heard about major from All Saints Episcopal Church on
Cajuste, an Episcopal Relief & damage to any church.
Hilton Head Island, which was hit very
Development program officer, wrote
“We’ll continue to stay in touch with hard. Residents at that time could not
that “the strong winds made it sound churches in the areas hardest hit until able to return home, Behre said.
like our house might disappear into the rivers have finished rising and the danger
The Rev. Richard Carroll Lindsey,
air” during the storm. “We could hear of additional flooding has passed,” she All Saints’ rector, wrote on the church’s
a high, shrill, piercing clatter when our wrote.
website that an eyewitness reported that
window frames vibrated. This is the first
Diocese of East Carthe church weathered
hurricane he has lived through.”
olina Bishop Robert
the storm with only
Episcopalians along the southeast Skirving and the Rev.
a streetlight down, a
coastal United States were coping with Canon J. M. “Sonny”
small tree across the
severe damage wrought by flooding, as Browne, canon for dientrance and the cross
rivers and creeks were swollen for days.
ocesan life, said they
on the steeple damEpiscopal Relief & Development said learned that Trinity
aged.
Oct. 10 that it continued to provide Center, the diocesan
In the Diocese of
technical assistance to local partners camp and conference
Georgia, six of 24
in the areas affected by Hurricane center at Pine Knoll
coastal churches held
Matthew. In the places most severely Shores, sustained light
services on Oct. 9. As
affected, information gathering was wind damage and tree
evacuees were returnhampered by downed communications loss; Trinity Episcopal
ing home, Bishop
lines, widespread power outages and Church in ChocowiniScott Benhase said
damage to critical roads and bridges, the ty had several inches of
that damage on the
organization said.
water in its undercroft;
coast was “less than
“From what we are seeing so far, the and St. John’s Episcowas feared or forecastPhoto/Diocese of Georgia via Facebook
damage is extensive in a number of areas, pal Church in Fayette- Trees knocked down by Hurricane
ed.”
and it will take a long time, even years, ville experienced some Matthew lie outside of the doors of
However, Benhase
for many of these places to recover,” said flooding.
said,
“we
know
St. Francis of the Islands Episcopal
Abagail Nelson, senior vice president for
The
Fayetteville Church in Savannah, Ga.
that others in the
programs.
Observer reported that
southeastern United
Members of the Diocese of North St. John’s parking lot, children’s play- States, and particularly our sisters
Carolina on Oct. 10 were still trying ground and bottom floor of the church and brothers in Haiti, the Dominican
to assess damage, but, “as of this after- were submerged. The choir room, pre- Republic and the Bahamas, did not fare
noon, we don’t have reports of major school chapel and an administrative of- so well. Our hearts and prayers go out
damage sustained by churches within fice sustained serious damage, according to them.” He urged people to donate to
50 years continued from page 3

essential to the life of the church, if we
are to be faithful. None of us has all the
truth, and if we hold ourselves apart
from each other we put ourselves in a
spiritually dangerous place.”
“I am well aware that the decision of
provinces in the Anglican Communion
to include women in the episcopate has
met with rejection by other churches,”
Waynick said. “But having entered my
20th year as bishop of Indianapolis, and

having known other women serving
in this ministry, I can only say that for
other churches to hold themselves apart
from the truth and value of our faithful
ministry is a mistake.”
Waynick, who is a governor of the
Anglican Center in Rome, said that
“wearing a collar and purple shirt in
Rome draws comment from all sorts and
conditions of people — who invariably
express the sentiment that it would be a
good and faithful thing if the next time
bishops are sent out two by two, women

are among them!”
The week’s celebrations also recognized the 50th anniversary of the center, established in response to the 1966
meeting as an official presence with an
ambassadorial role on behalf of the Anglican Communion in the Eternal City.
The center houses a library, serves as
an ecumenical meeting place and educational center, and includes the offices
of the archbishop of Canterbury’s diplomatic representative to the Vatican,
Archbishop David Moxon. n

Episcopal Relief & Development.
Twenty-two coastal churches and the
retreat center suffered minor damage or
even no damage from the storm, Benhase
said. St. Francis of the Islands Episcopal Church, Savannah, lost a significant
number of trees, which in turn damaged
the church porch, education building
and playground. No survey of All Saints
Episcopal Church on Tybee Island has
yet been possible, although some areas
near the church experienced flooding
and wind damage, the bishop said.
In Jacksonville, Fla., St. John’s
Cathedral opened its doors during
the storm and became a sanctuary for
some people, said the Very Rev. Kate
Moorehead, cathedral dean. n

Just in time for the holidays,

Savor Sweet Christmas
by Ann Cogswell

This 6” x 6” hardcover
book offers 31 original
elegant, enchanting
poems complemented
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also by Ann.
Seasonal themes from
angel’s wings and the
manger scene to
‘puddings and pastries
of allspice and clove
And gingerbread boys
taking shape in the stove.’
Each poem speaks to a
treasured facet of
Christmas, reflecting the
grace and rhythms of
the season. Readers
young and old are sure
to find delight in
Cogswell’s invitation to

“Savor Sweet Christmas.”
Available for $17.95 + S&H
To order contact:
Far Country Press at
books@farcountrypress.com
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Advent Resources
Nov. 27 is the first Sunday of Advent, the Christian season of spiritual preparation before celebrating the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
Episcopal Journal presents some resources suitable for the season.

BOOKS

CALENDARS

What Are You Waiting For?
By Christine McSpadden
Forward Movement, $5
www.forwardmovement.org
We spend much of our lives
waiting, but perhaps at no
other time does the theme of
waiting feel as poignant as during Advent. This year, while
waiting for things mundane
to things sublime, readers can
embark on a seasonal journey
with daily meditations intended to work on their souls and
to bring a richer quality and
depth to their waiting.

Dawn from on High
By John Alexander
Forward Movement, $15
www.forwardmovement.org
In these meditations, John
Alexander provides a theologically rich and biblically
grounded journey through
Advent, Christmas and the
first days of Epiphany. Based
on the eucharistic lectionary of the Episcopal Church,
Alexander takes the reader into the heart of Advent’s
focus on “last things” and then the incarnation of Jesus
Christ.

Journey to the Manger
By Paula Gooder
Fortress Press, 176 pp., $19
www.fortresspress.com
This book explores the
New Testament’s various accounts of the birth of Jesus:
their origins in Old Testament prophecies, the genealogies, the angelic announcements, the journeys and
arrivals, and the aftermath of
Jesus’ birth for the powerful
and the poor alike.
Engaging biblical and
historical criticism, Paula Gooder uncovers similarities
running through the Gospel writers’ accounts and focuses on their shared understanding of the significant
events they describe.
Her detailed exploration of the texts can provide
new perspective on the familiar Christmas stories heard
year after year in churches, hymn sings, and nativity
plays. It includes devotional reflections and discussion
questions.

Love Life, Live Advent:
Make Room for the
Manger
By Paula Gooder and
Peter Babington
Church Publishing, $4
www.churchpublishing.org
“Love Life Live Advent” is
a colorful booklet designed to
heighten a family’s anticipation
of Christmas and enrich under-

AdventWord
a digital global Advent calendar
Advent is a time traditionally marked in Christian
tradition with an Advent calendar to count down
to Dec. 25. The Episcopal monks of the Society of
Saint John the Evangelist in partnership with the
Anglican Communion are offering a
way for people all
over the world to
pray through mobile phones every
day during Advent
and to help create a
global Advent calendar by contributing pictures on
social media.
Participants can sign up for a daily e-mail at
AdventWord.org. At 5 a.m., whereever they are
in the world, they will receive an e-mail with a
meditation, an image and an invitation to respond
with a picture of their own on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. When they respond, their photographs
become part of the Advent Calendar and they can
view all the images that others post.
Through partnerships with volunteer translators
throughout the Anglican Communion, AdventWord
is also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, German,
Hindi, Portuguese, Spanish, Tamil and sign language.
The AdventWord site has material for clergy,
chaplains and communicators who want to use
AdventWord with students and congregations and
for outreach leading up to Christmas.

standing of this season of waiting and preparation. It
includes a simple prayer and/or activity for children
and families to do together every day in December as
well as a check-off box to keep track of each idea completed. “Love Life Live Advent” is available separately
or in a package of 25 booklets.

All Creation Waits:
The Advent Mystery of New Beginnings
By Gayle Boss
Paraclete Press, $18.99
www.paracletepress.com
In this book, the reader opens a window each
day of Advent onto the
natural world. Twentyfive chapters explore the
foundational truth that
lies beneath and within
the Christ story. In portraits depicting how wild
animals of the Northern
Hemisphere ingeniously
adapt when darkness
and cold descend, the
reader sees the ancient wisdom of Advent: The dark is
not an end but the way a new beginning comes.
Short, daily reflections that paint vivid, poetic images
of familiar animals, paired with original wood-cuts, are
intended to engage children and adults. “All Creation
Waits” aims to provide an antidote to the consumer
hype of “the holiday season” and a path to eternal truth
revealed in the natural world.

Slow Down. Quiet. It’s Advent!
Forward Movement, $12
www.forwardmovement.org
Created by Susan Elliott, with drawings and text
by Jay Sidebotham, this 2016 Advent calendar poster
suggests ways to mark the days through the season.
The calendar offers ideas for prayer, helping others
and being thoughtful about the true meaning of
Christmas. It also is available in Spanish. n

Advent Presence
By Melford “Bud” Holland
Church Publishing, $14
www.churchpublishing.org
One of the themes of Advent is preparing for Christ,
the Prince of Peace, who is coming again at an unknown
time. By using the lens of Christ’s call to live a radical lifestyle by living
into the baptismal
covenant, one can
explore the meaning
of Advent to awaken
oneself to the “Second Coming.”
This book looks
at the four weeks of
Advent through the
perspectives of morning, mid-day, late afternoon and evening,
and night. It explores: What images,
energies, awakenings
occur during those moments of the day and night?
What hopes, work, resting, and dreams will inform
spirits and prepare for a new birth and new life?
Throughout the book, photographs, stories and perspectives are offered to enrich the journey and invite
the reader other dimensions of experience, seeing Advent not only as a season but also as a resource for daily
living.
The book can serve as a devotional for individuals
and small groups. n
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Presiding bishop tells Standing Rock protectors
‘the way of Jesus honors the water’
By Mary Frances Schjonberg

P

are working to get a generator.
Told on the day of Curry’s visit
that the camp needed another log
splitter, Stanley said she asked the
presiding bishop to pay for it. “So,
we’ll have one here in two weeks,”
she said.“Our goal is not to tell
anyone anything; our goal is to
support you.”
“We are not here to convert you
… We are not the old Christians,”
Stanley told the woman, meaning
those who required Indians to become Christians.

residing Bishop Michael
Curry traveled to North
Dakota Sept. 24-25 to
voice support for the
Standing Rock Sioux Nation in its
struggle against an oil pipeline that
will run under its water supply,
over its treaty lands and through
some of its burial places.
Curry also called for racial reconciliation in the midst of opposition that has at times highlighted
Photos/Mary Frances Schjonberg/Episcopal News Service
the area’s historical tensions between Indians and non-Indians. He The Oceti Sakowin Camp spreads out along the north side of the Cannonball River on the Standing
Conversation about diversity
engaged Episcopalians, leaders of Rock Sioux Reservation.
Curry also talked with local
other churches, Bismarck residents and its who will follow his way.”
Patoka, Ill. The U.S. Army Corps of En- community, educational and religious
mayor in conversations about racism and
He compared the pipeline protest gineers issued permits July 26 allowing leaders about the impact of the growing
environmental justice. He urged people with Moses leading the Hebrews to the construction of the pipeline.
protest on the area and the history of
to continue talking with each other.
Promised Land. God brought down
Opponents of the pipeline say it poses race relations there.
The Rev. John Floberg, supervising plagues on Pharaoh to protest his refusal too great a threat to the environment.
Bismarck Mayor Mike Seminary
priest of the Episcopal churches on the to free the Hebrew people from their op- The tribe says the pipeline would cross told Curry that about 4,000 of the
North Dakota side of Standing Rock, pression, Curry said.
treaty lands, disturb sacred sites and capital city’s 67,000 residents are Native
told Curry that action against the pipe“That’s Standing Rock in the Bible. threaten drinking water for 8,000 mem- Americans. Non-Native residents “are
line is a “kairos moment,” a Greek word That’s folks standing their ground and bers who live on the tribe’s nearly 2.3 kind of in denial, and we’re comfortable
meaning God’s appointed time to act. saying, ‘Do not pollute our water,’” he million-acre reservation. The pipeline with that” when it comes to dealing with
The moment, said Floberg, is filled with said. “That’s Standing Rock folks saying, would cross under the Missouri River, diversity, he said.
hope because “God is doing something ‘Do not violate our sacred burial places.’” the tribe’s water source, just outside the
He described a meeting with business
here” beyond the actual protest.
leaders a few years ago, before he became
Then there is the movement Jesus cre- Standing Rock Reservation.
That “something” has brought togeth- ated, Curry said, a movement of people
Energy Transfer Partners says the mayor, to talk about efforts to fill what
er Standing Rock Indians with members called to practice love, justice, compas- pipeline will provide a “more direct, were then 7,500 open jobs in the city.
and leaders of at least 250 recognized sion and to try to “look something like cost-effective, safer and environmentally The business people discussed going
Jesus.”
responsible” way to transport oil and to job fairs in large cities to attract job
“I’ve got a feeling, if we started look- reduce the current use of rail and truck seekers, Seminary said. When he asked
whether they had tried to recruit among
ing like Jesus, you wouldn’t have to pro- transportation.
test here at Standing Rock, because the
Curry spent more than an hour sit- local Indians, the mayor said he ran
way of Jesus honors the water” through ting in a circle in the Episcopal gathering up against unspoken stereotypes about
baptism.
area at Oceti Sakowin Camp listening to Indians’ employability.
Seminary worshiped at St. James the
people’s concerns and their hopes for the
Visiting Oceti Sakowin
church’s role in supporting their action. next day and spoke to the congregation,
bringing his pledge of solidarity
The previous day, Curry;
and his assurance that he prayed
Floberg; Heidi J. Kim, Episcopal
each day for the people of Standing
Church missioner for racial
Rock.
reconciliation; the Rev. Charles
A. Wynder Jr., missioner for social
Court battle
justice and advocacy engagement;
Leona Volk of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Meanwhile, a federal appeals
the
Rev.
Michael
Hunn,
canon
in Aberdeen, S.D., greets Presiding Bishop
court
on Sept. 16 ordered
to
the
presiding
bishop
for
Michael Curry at Oceti Sakowin Camp.
Energy Transfer Partners to stop
ministry within the Episcopal
tribes in the United States in an unprece- Church; South Dakota Bishop
construction within 20 miles of
dented show of unity. Many non-Native John Tarrant; and Bishop Mark
Lake Oahe, the dammed section
people have come to join the protests as Narum of the ELCA Western
of the Missouri River under
well, including Episcopalians from other North Dakota Synod traveled to
which the pipeline will pass, to
parts of the country.
allow the court more time to
Oceti Sakowin Camp along the
Many people are re-exploring how Cannonball River near where it
consider the Standing Rock Sioux
George Fulford of Mandan, N.D., right foreground, speaks
they traditionally have related to each flows into the Missouri River.
Tribe’s request for an emergency
during a listening time arranged for Presiding Bishop
other in the context of the protest that
injunction to prevent further
Curry spoke to pipeline Michael Curry, center top, at Oceti Skowin Camp.
some say is damaging the part of the opponents, who prefer to call
destruction of sacred sites within
state’s economy dependent on natural- themselves “protectors,” during the
One woman came into the circle to 20 miles on both sides of the lake.
resource extraction and the jobs the Da- camp’s daily information session. He challenge church members about their
The tribe requested the emergency
kota Access Pipeline will provide. Energy told them that the Episcopal Church motives in coming to the camp, repeated- injunction after U.S. District Court
Transfer Partners, the Dallas-based com- stood in solidarity with them because ly asking what they wanted and whether Judge James Boasberg on Sept. 9 denied
pany building it, says construction will “water is a gift from the creator.”
its request for a preliminary injunction
their goal was to convert Indians.
create 8,000 to 12,000 local jobs.
“Water means life for all of the chilThe Rev. Lauren Stanley, Episcopal to halt construction of the pipeline while
“God is in the movement business,” dren of God, human beings who are gifts priest-in-charge on the Rosebud Indian the tribe’s lawsuit against the U.S. Army
Curry said during his sermon at St. of the creator,” Curry said, adding that Reservation in South Dakota, said her Corps of Engineers for permitting the
James Episcopal Church in Cannon “your struggle is not just your struggle, eight churches were there to support the pipeline was being considered.
Ball, N.D. “If you look at the Bible very it is our struggle; it is the struggle of the protestors however they needed support.
After the Sept. 9 ruling, three federal
carefully, you will discover that God’s human community.”
When Rosebud Episcopalians heard agencies said they would stop construcusual way of changing the world —
The pipeline will run from the oil that the camp needed wood, her church tion and asked Energy Transfer Partners
even if it’s just inching it along a little fields in the Bakken and Three Forks members delivered five cords, she said. to “voluntarily pause” work on governbit — is to create a movement of people production areas in North Dakota to They also brought food to the camp and ment land. n
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What am I doing here? Thoughts on coffee hour

T

So “nervous” does not begin to describe
how I felt during my first forays into coffee hour after becoming a member of my
Episcopal church a little over 30 years ago.
Picture Edvard Munch’s “The Scream.”
Coffee hour took place in the welcoming
and visually appealing parish house. There
was tasteful furniture and a fireplace in the
living room. The elegant dining room,
with pale yellow walls and white trim, had
one large window that brought in abundant light. Here, too, was a fireplace.
At each end of a long table were the
“coffee and tea pourers,” women parishioners (usually), who volunteered to

lower the spigot lever of two elaborately
hammered, silver-plated urns, one containing tea, the other, coffee. The women
smiled as they served parishioners. There
were cookies neatly arranged on trays.
The setting and refreshments, albeit delightful, did not go far enough to
calm my nerves. It was the new-andunknown-to-me people, the longtimemember people, I had to overcome.
“What am I doing here?” I asked myself. I didn’t know anyone, and no one
approached me to find out who I was.
I determined that there was no way in
Christendom I could slip through the

j. wippell & co limited

invisible yet palpable veil between these
people and myself.
There were other people standing and
sitting amongst the lively chatters. They
were on the periphery, quietly holding
their cups of coffee or tea, hoping that
someone would notice them and come
over to begin a conversation.
After several Sundays of seeing these
people, I realized that, as with many
things in life, sometimes we have to go
to the mountain rather than wait for the
mountain to come to us.
So, during one coffee hour, I walked
over to one of the quiet cup-holders, extended my hand and introduced myself.
After he (or she — I don’t recall which)
expressed momentary surprise, we embarked on that exciting journey known
as getting acquainted. We looked at and
listened to one another — and lifted the
veil of invisibility.
As I became involved in some of my
church’s lay ministries, I gradually shed
my discomfort about coffee hour. I met
new people who participated in the same
lay ministries I did. Members of the clergy also reached out, and I made a point
of introducing myself to the quietly
waiting cup-holders.
Besides their deep devotion to “the
apostles’ doctrine, breaking of bread,
and in prayers” (Acts 2:42), Christianity’s early converts placed koinônia —
fellowship — high on their list of priorities, although for them, there was more
to it than simply coming together and
being with one another. Rather, it was
something they committed themselves
to achieve when they came together. The
kind of fellowship which modern-day
churchgoers experience — a time to have
casual conversation and to enjoy light refreshments — bears little resemblance to
what those first Christians knew.
Yet, over the years, I have seen moves
towards bringing coffee hour closer
to the early church’s Godly objectives.
There are nametags and Sharpie pens for
attendees to write their names. Members
of the welcoming committee greet and
introduce visitors to one another. The
clergy circulate more actively.
A variety of wonderful activities have
resulted from these actions: a play, a knitting club, a fundraiser during Lent to help
a charitable organization. New relationships have given rise to vital activities.
Coffee hour can be the extension,
rather than the termination, of what we
have just experienced in the church service. It can be another kind of glimpse
into the kingdom, where, for a time
freed from the tyrannizing interferences
of television, radio or of our cellphones,
we are able to share and take part together, to enter into relationships with one
another, as well as with God.
What am I — what are we — doing
during our fellowship hour? We are trying
to bring the kingdom a little closer — one
coffee and one cookie at a time. n

wippell.com

Pamela A. Lewis is a New York-based
writer who covers topics of faith. She attends
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, New York.

By Pamela A. Lewis

here was no coffee hour in the
Methodist church I had attended when growing up. After the
service was over, and the minister had expressed
his
“God-blessyou, and thankyou-for-coming”
to exiting attendees while shaking
their hands, that
was it. No coffee,
no tea, no cookies.
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Episcopal parishioners move from church to classroom
By Molly Gordy

A

Chicago park less than a
block square separates Beulah Shoesmith Elementary
from St. Paul & the Redeemer
Church, but five years ago it might as
well have been the River Jordan. There
was no contact between the Episcopal
church’s 500-member solidly middle
class congregation and the resourcestarved school where nearly all 350 students qualify for free lunch.
Today the two communities cross
paths almost daily, to their mutual benefit. St. Paul volunteers teach Shoesmith
students how to grow wildflowers and
vegetables in the schoolyard, and the
students donate canned goods to the
church’s food pantry. St. Paul members
provide classroom tutoring at Shoesmith, and students exhibit artwork in
the church’s chapel. Parishioners raised
funds to start a children’s choir that performs at the church twice a year.
“It has been wonderful for the children.
They’ve become so much more excited
about coming to school,” said Margaret
Hoover, a science teacher at Shoesmith
who is also a parishioner at St. Paul. “And
on our side it has been inspiring as well.
As Episcopalians, community is central
to our faith. For some people, that might
not be about attending services on Sunday; it might be about working with your
neighbor in a garden.”
St. Paul is one of an estimated 90
Episcopal churches helping public
schools in high-poverty areas by providing
volunteers, donations, advocacy or
programs. This year, many have joined
forces in a national network, All Our

Children (AOC), an
Episcopal clearinghouse
based in Boston.
AOC has held three
regional forums this year
to provide advice, referrals
and printed materials to
congregations interested
in forming church-school
partnerships as a path to
dismantling racism and
economic inequity.
General Convention
has asked AOC to convene
a national symposium
next year — “Children,
Poverty,
and
Public
Education: The Role of
the Church in Addressing
Educational
Inequity”

Students from Beulah Shoesmith
Elementary School work with parishioners
at St. Paul & the Redeemer in Chicago to
learn about growing food.

Churches find ways to help students
Episcopal Journal

A

ll Our Children partnerships
cover a wide range of Episcopal churches and schools:
• In Ponte Vedra Beach,
Fla., volunteers from Christ Episcopal Church provide test preparation,
mentoring and Thanksgiving dinners
to Elkton’s South Woods Elementary
School, where 84 percent of the 625
students live below the poverty line.
• In Goldsboro, N.C., the churches of
St. Stephen’s, St. Andrew’s and St. Francis jointly support the Dillard Middle
School by donating clothes and school
supplies to students, stocking a breakfast
pantry and responding to crisis situations
through the school social worker.
• In Chicago, members of St. Paul
& the Redeemer work with Shoesmith
Elementary School students on a community garden, donate classroom supplies and raise money to support the
school choir.
• In Reno, Nev., congregants from
St. Catherine of Siena Episcopal
Church provide one-on-tutoring, afterschool help and classroom supplies to

students at Double Diamond Elementary School.
• In Buffalo, N.Y., members of St.
Paul’s Church of Williamsville give ageappropriate book and gloves or mittens, a hat and a scarf to each child at
Public Elementary School 6. They also
tutor students and have written grants
and supplemented them to provide
the classrooms with more than $5,000
worth of books for classroom libraries.
• In Boston, St. Stephen’s parish
has created and staffs a library for
Blackstone Elementary School, where
94 percent of the students qualify for
free lunch, as well as B-Ready, an afterschool tutoring program.
• In Erie, Pa., volunteers from St.
Paul’s Cathedral tutor children at
Emerson-Gridley Elementary School,
donate classroom supplies and pay for
school buses to cultural events such as
free concerts by the Erie Philharmonic.
• In Madison, Wisc., St. Dunstan’s
Episcopal Church provides Falk Elementary School with 50 backpacks
filled with food each week of the academic year for students in the free-lunch
program to take home on weekends. n

— and report on it to the 79th General
Convention in Austin, Texas, in 2018.
“We want to help folks take the steps
to establish a service partnership, not just
He found it in the Marketplace.
donations — otherwise it fosters a patronizing relationship that is unhealthy,”
said
AOC
Reach
so Executive Director Lallie
Lloyd.
“We
many foruse the existing structures of
the Episcopal Church and establish alliso little
with religious organizations
ances
with other
a
Marketplace
ad.
that are active in improving
education.”
The partnerships span the country,
from Texas and Ohio to Virginia
and New York. The help ranges from
donatingepiscopaljournalads
supplies and making copies
for classrooms to after-school tutoring,

@gmail.com

underwriting and chaperoning field
trips, lobbying officials for bigger school
budgets, and staffing and stocking school
libraries.
All the public school volunteers are
trained to respect the schools’ federally mandated separation of church and
state, said Lloyd: “They can’t proselytize,
ever, and there can’t be any requirement
of religious participation.”
Yet some congregations report new
memberships result from the communities served, as residents seeking religious
affiliation respond warmly to their first
encounters with the church, Lloyd said.
“We find it often does happen, as families that are wandering may wander in
our direction.”
In other cases, even though religion is
never mentioned, interfaith friendships
are forged.
The Rev. Vicki
Zust, the rector of
St. Paul’s Church
in Williamsville,
N.Y., tutors kindergarten reading
as part of her parish’s partnership
with School 6 in
Buffalo, where the
students speak 17
native languages.
Her first week,
one little girl ran
and hid when the
Photos/Carolyn Pereira tutors
arrived.
By the second month, 5-year-old Aisha
would wait eagerly at the classroom door
for Zust’s arrival and sit on her lap to
read the English alphabet.
“The school was testing in the bottom
20 percent, and it was a thrill to be present one year in when it was announced
that everyone in the kindergarten was
reading at grade level,” Zust said. “But
beyond
Visit that, getting to know these communities has been a beautiful experience.
There is a tendency to view those who are
different from us as ‘other.’ Now there is
no more ‘them.’ These are our kids.”
Information about starting churchschool partnerships andonline
connecting
with established programs is available at
AllOurChildren.org. n

www.
episcopaljournal.org
Molly Gordy is a freelance writer based

in New York.
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Asheville church restores famous designer’s stained glass
By Jerry Hames

A

roses honoring church martyrs and
thistles symbolizing humanity’s rebellion
against God is creative and unusual in
patterned glass, Reak observed.
In tribute to the pioneering spirit and
military service, large male figures dominate Tillinghast’s vast West Window,
with five military saints and the Archangel Raphael, who in Christian tradition
conquers Satan.
Over the decades the windows suffered damage from the elements, and
the substance binding the glass pieces
together deteriorated. From 1965 to
1968, the Willet Stained Glass Studios
of Philadelphia restored some windows
and replaced others. Its studio artisans
designed nine replacement windows

s part of a $2.3 million, threeyear renovation, multi-colored
light streams once again from
the stained-glass windows of
Trinity Episcopal Church, a neo-Gothic
landmark built 104 years ago in downtown Asheville, N.C.
It is the third church on the site; the
first, founded in 1847, was the first Episcopal church in western North Carolina.
After the second church, built in 1883,
was destroyed by fire in 1910, the vestry
resolved to build the present church on
the original foundation and selected renowned architect Bertram Goodhue of
New York to design the new building, according to Jack Reak, author of a
history of Trinity and its stainedglass windows.
Goodhue, in turn, hired the
highly regarded Mary Elizabeth
Tillinghast, with whom he had
worked on other churches and
who was the winner of World’s
Fair medals, to design 16 windows.
Nine of the windows that remain today, including the massive
East Window behind the altar,
are the work of Tillinghast. She
was the only woman in a group
of artists attracted to the medium Olivier Fournier replaces protective acrylic sheets
of opalescent glass who worked in discolored by age with clear panes outside the
the 1880s in the studios of John stained-glass windows.
La Farge and Louis Comfort Tiffany be- for the nave, portraying great Christian
fore launching out on her own.
saints and other spiritual leaders, includ“Rising high behind the altar, the ing three female saints: Joan of Arc, Hilwindow seems to be Tillinghast’s attempt da of Whitby and Margaret of Scotland.
to achieve in this large space the effect of
Among Willet’s other windows are
her much-loved Tiffany-like opalescent three featuring more recent leaders in the
glass, the medium in which she had Anglican Communion: William Temple,
achieved international recognition,” archbishop of Canterbury during the Secwrote Reak. “The window is also in ond World War; Henry St. George Tuckkeeping with the ‘Arts and Crafts’ taste er, a former presiding bishop and once
of that time and therefore is especially a missionary in China with family ties
appropriate to Asheville.”
to western North Carolina; and Philip
Her composition of recurring pome- Brooks, onetime bishop of Massachusetts
granates symbolizing church unity, red and an outstanding preacher, who wrote

Photos/Ken Wilson

Olivier Fournier of Willet Hauser Architectural Glass of Winona, Minn., works high above
the altar, restoring Trinity’s century-old East Window by Mary Elizabeth Tillinghast.
From left are stainedglass images of
Christian saints and
physicians Cosmas,
Luke and Damian
by Mary Elizabeth
Tillinghast.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
By the third week of September, with
the window restoration almost complete,
light pierced the windows to brighten
the church’s interior. Outside, protective acrylic glass that had turned brown
over the years had been replaced by clear
acrylic that allows passersby to enjoy the
windows.

“The new windows
[by Willet] blend well
with the originals, offering a combination
of medallion-pictorial
and patterned-glass
designs,” Reak said.
“The result reflects a
century of glass-making art portraying a rich diversity of Old
Testament, New Testament, Protestant,
Catholic and Anglican stalwarts of faith.
“Nine restored original windows now
preserve the last work of Mary Elizabeth
Tillinghast, quite likely the first woman
to achieve international recognition in
this craft that dates back to the Middle
Ages.” n

Search confirms master designer’s windows
By Jerry Hames

A

creative writing teacher and poet said “holy
curiosity” prompted her search to uncover
the fact that stained-glass windows at Trinity Episcopal Church in Asheville, N.C.,
were created by famed designer Mary Elizabeth Tillinghast more than a century ago.
Trinity is among the few structures on the East
Coast where the work of this master glass artist remains in its original setting.
Relaxing in a coffee shop in the mountains of
western North Carolina on a recent Saturday, Laura
Hope-Gill described sitting quietly in the church,
studying the windows in awe. In 2008, she read in a
history of the parish that all the original windows had
been removed and replaced during a major renovation in the 1960s. Hope-Gill, a former choir member
at All Souls Cathedral in Asheville, wasn’t convinced.
“I remember sitting in this beautiful chair in the
library, reading this history and arguing with it,” she

said. “I had looked at the windows and
confirmed her hunch.
loved them. This didn’t seem right to me.”
Tillinghast, who died in 1912, never saw
She began searching church records,
her work installed at Trinity but remained
sleuthing through old correspondence at
particularly proud of her last design. “The
the University of North Carolina’s Ramsey
East Window is very handsome in an ornaLibrary in Asheville and even launching a
mental way. I have put more work than I
search for the whereabouts of the original
ought into it, but I feel sure you will like
windows if, indeed, they had been replaced.
it,” she wrote in her last letter to the church.
She had been enthralled, she said, by the
Hope-Gill learned that Ernestine
achievements of Tillinghast, born in New
Tuton, widow of Trinity’s former rector,
Photo/Jerry Hames possessed 6x6-inch squares of Tillinghast’s
York in 1845. Tillinghast left the country to
Hope-Gill
study art and work in Paris, designed opalesstained glass from some damaged windows
cent stained glass in New York for both Louis Comfort removed in the renovation. They were a match with
Tiffany and John La Farge, held memorable parties for the existing East Window.
upper-class young women in her Washington Square
“From there, we got confirmation from the Stained
apartment and started her own company.
Glass Guild of America,” Hope-Gill said. “But what
“I wanted to find out more about this amazing was just as important to me was this amazing woman,
woman who the renowned architect Bertram the first woman in the American Institute of ArchiGoodhue of Trinity would hire,” Hope-Gill said. She tects, who had gone head to head with the big men
discovered 20 letters in the university library written of early 20th-century design and got her final work
by church officials, the architect and Tillinghast that recognized.” n
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California church hosts a different kind of ‘carnival’
By Jerry Hames

Y

oungsters flocked to Trinity Episcopal Church in Redlands, Calif., again this year as
it kicked off its annual music
program with a “Carnival of the Instruments,” welcoming all children of the
community to test their
music skills.
“We had every single instrument available in every
single instrumental family,” said Linda Apmadoc,
director of St. Cecilia’s
Choir and music committee member of the church,
located about 10 miles
south of San Bernardino.
Under the supervision
of her husband, trombonist and retired music school teacher Jeff
Apmadoc — and assisted by a corps of
professional musicians and teachers, as
well as high school and graduate students — children moved from room to
room to touch and play string and wind
instruments. Some tested their skills on
drums; others worked the pedals and
keyboard of the church organ.
“Kids don’t know it, but they get topnotch instruction,” Jeff Apmadoc said.
“There aren’t too many churches that
can tout 24 people in the church who
play their instrument exceptionally well,
but Trinity can. That’s why we do this,

because it’s something we can support.”
Linda Apmadoc said that about 200
people of all ages attend the event, now
in its fifth year. “The bulk of our kids are
little, 3 to 7 years, and then a few older
siblings come with them, some who are
fourth- and fifth-graders.
“We use the whole campus,” she said.
In the church, an organ
builder who is a member
of the congregation showed
children the inside workings of the organ.
In the parish hall, every
room was used — banjos,
violins and cellos in one;
trombones, trumpets and
flutes in another; double
reeds, oboes and bassoons
in a third; and drums and
other percussion instruments in a room upstairs.
Children can become attached to
playing noisy instruments, said volunteer
John Gann of the San Bernardino Symphony, who assisted in the percussion
room. “They like getting to touch this
stuff that makes a lot of noise. They’ll go
around and play other instruments and
come back up and play some more.”
The director of Trinity’s children’s
choir for 37 years, Linda Apmadoc said
she had become an advocate for her
husband’s motto: Music makes your life
better. “Trinity is supporting that,” she
said. n

Cathedral holds ‘Carnival of the Animals’
Episcopal Journal

A

lion on a rocking horse, a giraffe on stilts, a cheetah on a
scooter, a kangaroo on a pogo
stick and the standoff between
the tortoise and the hare, reimagined as
a potato sack race, are a few of the whimsical scenes from Danish bronze artist
Bjørn Okholm Skaarup that are part
of “Carnival of the Animals,” an outdoor sculpture exhibit on the grounds
of Washington National Cathedral in
Washington, D.C.
Each of Skaarup’s eight bronze
sculptures is inspired by ancient fables,
art history or modern animation and
offers a whimsical story or allegory to
decipher. The exhibit is available for
public viewing until Nov. 28.
“I’ve always imagined my works to be
some sort of imaginary collaboration between the old [Italian artist Benvenuto]
Cellini and a young Disney,” he told The
New York Times.
Inspired by Camille Saint-Saëns’ musical composition “Carnival of the Animals,” Skaarup crafted these pieces to
exude a cheerful wit and whimsy that
underscore the lighter side of human
association with the animal kingdom.
The animals represent human allegories
based on their physical and spiritual
traits, drawing on art history and poetry.
The use of animals and especially the
sense of whimsy both resonate strongly

Photo/Bjørn Okholm Skaarup

Bjørn Okholm Skarrup’s sculpture is inspired
by the tale of the tortoise and the hare.

with existing imagery found both in the
cathedral’s fabric and in the longstanding traditions of cathedral imagery.
Skaarup served as artist-in-residence
at the Danish National Museum from
1994-2004 before earning his Ph.D.
in 2009, studying the work of Renaissance sculptors and the art of large-scale
bronze casting. His indoor and outdoor
sculptures have been featured in exhibitions across the world, including at the
Koldinghus Museum in Kolding, Denmark; the Museo Cenacolo di Ognissanti in Florence, Italy; and the Hotel
Cipriani in Venice, Italy. He mounted a
solo exhibition at the Bruce Museum in
Greenwich, Conn. n

Photos/Courtesy of Trinity Church

Children at Trinity
Episcopal Church
in Redlands., Calif.,
test their musical
skills. Now in its fifth
year, the “Carnival
of the Instruments”
is an integral part of
the church’s annual
program of music
offerings.
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Book Review

New book shows humanists how to be ‘secular Jesus followers’
By Kimberly Winston
Religion News Service

A

uthor Tom Krattenmaker, 56,
is a humanist, but that doesn’t
stop him from following Jesus.
In his new book, “Confessions of a Secular Jesus Follower,” he
describes how other nonbelievers —
atheists, humanists and “nones” — can
separate Christianity from Jesus and apply his essential teachings to their secular
lives. Krattenmaker is the communications director for Yale Divinity School,
but on the weekends he attends meetings of the Yale Humanist Community,
where he is part of “WTF” (“Who to
Follow”), a small group whose secular
members probe the teachings of great
spiritual leaders.
Krattenmaker discussed his new book
with RNS. This interview was edited for
length and clarity.
Why do you think people need to follow someone?
I think it is a good idea to avail
ourselves of time-tested wisdom and
input. We don’t always have to start
from scratch when we are trying to
develop our ethical lives, when we are
learning how to treat other people,
wrestle with vexing social issues, dealing
with our anxieties and so forth. There
is some good source material out there
— from historical figures like Jesus or
Muhammad or the Buddha — to help
us along the way. For me, it’s Jesus who
stands out.

Why Jesus?
It has something to do with fa- Confessions of a
miliarity, but it is more than that. Secular Jesus Follower
For me, Jesus has always stood By Tom Krattenmaker
out as especially inspiring and
challenging. When I think about Penguin Random House
the way he dignifies people on the 256 pp., $25
lowest rungs of the ladder, that
gets me. When I think about his
parables, like the Prodigal Son,
they seem amazingly applicable
to things going on today. And
and not believable
while I would never impose this
— and that you
on people and say it’s this way or
can engage this figthe highway, I do think others
ure, this fascinatcan find something valuable in
ing historical fighis body of work, whatever their
ure, in a way that
religious beliefs. I think they’ll see
does not require
it speaks to so much of what ails
you to accept suus today.
pernatural beliefs
What does it mean to be a “secuor doctrine. What
lar Jesus follower”? How is that
Photo courtesy of Penguin Random House you are going to
different than being a Christian?
get from that kind
Krattenmaker
I know that for some secular
of a secular explopeople the figure of Jesus is just too ration are some fascinating ethics, some
inextricably bound up with religion for inspiring examples and a picture of a
their comfort. I get it. We all understand different kind of world. It’s a world that
that invoking the Bible or God or is so much more humane and compasJesus in certain conversations can make sionate than what we have now — one
nonreligious people cringe. These where human beings are truly respected
references are radioactive to a lot of and dignified.
people in the nonreligious community
I have heard criticism from some
because of the way Scripture is invoked Christians who think I am missing the
in politics and culture. But Jesus is not point. For them, Jesus cannot be other
one and the same as all that.
than the divine savior. But what I say to
I am convinced that a secular person them is: What about the people who are
can essentially extricate Jesus from the not Christian and will never be? Don’t we
parts of religion that are objectionable want them to benefit from Jesus’ teachings?

Shouldn’t we all love our neighbors, do
unto others, remember the poor and so
forth? And I have also heard from other
Christians who say they are delighted that
someone is engaging with Jesus, even if it
is in a different, totally secular way.
In the book, you talk about how hard
it is to be a follower of Jesus. How is
it hard?
Because what Jesus calls us to do often
goes against the prevailing norms of our
culture today. So much of our culture is
self-serving and self-obsessed, whether
it’s our pursuit of material wealth or
status or power or really awesome
experiences that we have on our bucket
list. Following the path of Jesus can
orient us toward a life that is dedicated
to more edifying ends that I think all of
us can appreciate when we really think
about it, regardless of where we are on
the theological spectrum. Ultimately,
I’m talking about getting outside of
ourselves and our narrow self-interest
and dedicating ourselves to something
greater — especially toward other people
and their well-being.
If it is hard to follow Jesus, and if you
do not have what you refer to as the
“cosmic stakes” of Christianity — the
idea of eternal life — then why do it?
Because going this way will deepen
your life. You will contribute to
society becoming more humane and
compassionate. And you will nudge the
world closer to the kind of world we
would really want. n
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Spanish-language Bible stories brought back to life in Texas
By Mike Patterson
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas

W

hen she was an infant,
Sarah Willingham’s father
and mother loaded her
in their 1939 Plymouth,
hooked up a trailer filled with their
household furnishings and an old pump
organ, and headed off to Mexico. It
marked the beginning of a journey that
would take them on a lifelong mission of
bringing the gospel to Spanish-speaking
peoples around the world.
Thomas E. Fountain, or Tomás de la
Fuente, as he was known in the Spanishlanguage books he wrote, was driven by
a desire to spread the Bible to indigenous
people in Mexico, Honduras and other
South and Central American countries.
A prolific author in English, he expanded his writing skills to translate Bible stories into Spanish and retell them in a culturally sensitive way so that those with
limited literacy could read, understand
and apply their lessons to their own lives.
Among his books for this audience
was a series on biographical characters
in the Bible, starting with Abraham, followed by José (Joseph) and then Sara.
They have been out of print for years,
but now, nearly 75 years after she travelled to Mexico with her parents, Willingham is bringing them back to life.
A member of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in San Marcos, Texas, she has
started Libros de la Fuente, a not-forprofit publishing house in Wimberley, southwest of Austin. Her goal is to
bring her father’s books back into print
and place them into the hands of Spanish speakers today via parishioners on
mission trips from the Diocese of West
Texas and other Episcopal churches and
denominations. The books have a place

in Spanish-speaking congregations in
the United States as well, she said.
Her work started about nine years
when she came across her father’s booklets after his death. “Pretty soon the
Holy Spirit was poking at me” to reprint
them, she said.
Working under her Spanish name,
Sarita de la Fuente, she did some editing
on her father’s original work, and then
tested its readability based on a program
developed by her sister. “We have it at a
grade level that not only is useful for the
person who has basic reading skills but
all reading levels,” she said.
She also developed study questions
for the books, which can be read all the
way through or in segments.
She has published the books on Abraham, Sarah and Joseph. She has plans
to add more, including reprinting titles
on the Parables and Jesus. “He wrote 18
of these,” she said. “Right now we have
only the first three.”
She’s also planning to write one on
Isaac, based on instructions left by her
father on how to write for this particular
audience. “We’re naming it ‘Isaac and His
Twin Sons,’” she said. “We’re trying to give
it a little bit of a family feel to the title.”
The books cost $7 each. The Diocese
of West Texas is making the booklets
available to team leaders going on mission trips to Spanish-speaking countries,
said Marthe D. Curry, the diocese’s director for the Center for World Missions.
“Everyone has loved them,” Curry
said. “We will be pushing them more
this fall with the new Sarah editions.”
The diocese also plans to offer them
as part of a panel workshop on Sunday
schools in the Mexican churches held
in conjunction with Frontera Unida, a
partnership of the clergy of Rio Grande
Valley and New Mexico diocese.

Photo/courtesy Diocese of West Texas

Thomas E. Fountain teaches reading
to Central Americans with his biblical
character stories in the 1940s.

The Episcopal Church’s Office of
Latino/Hispanic Ministries is aware of
the books, which other denominations
also have used. “People from Mexico
in particular said that doesn’t read like
‘translation speak,’” she said. “It’s like it
was written for me rather than written
for someone else and translated for me.”
She said readers feel the books make
the biblical characters more approachable
“and pertinent to their lives today. One
person said that ‘up until now these people were like cardboard characters or icons
on the wall. Now they seem real to me.’”
Raised in New Jersey, Fountain spoke
nary a word of Spanish. But the Baptist
minister joined the Mexican Indian Mission group and was sent to Mexico City
to learn the language, then to rural Mexico in Husuchinango, Pueblo.
“Dad felt these people really needed
to read Scripture,” Willingham said. The
problem was that many had such a limited literacy level, people “were totally

Sheep blessing brings unique role for Idaho priest
the mountains and marched
through Ketchum. And it is
Brannon’s job to bless them.
n a normal Sunday,
“I walk and pray that they
the Rev. Ken Brandon’t run over me,” he said.
non, rector of St.
“The first time I did this, I
Thomas Episcopal
thought that if you get thouChurch in Sun Valley, Idaho,
sands of sheep running at you,
ends his services by blessing his
it could end badly.”
congregation. After services on
Actually, he said, the sheep
Oct. 9, though, he stood with a
flow around him like a slow
Photo/Mike Patterson
shepherd’s crook in the middle The Rev. Ken Brannon blesses thousands of sheep as part of the moving river.
of neighboring downtown Ket- annual Trailing of the Sheep Festival in Ketchum, Idaho.
Now in his 10th year as rector
chum, blessing 1,000 baaing
of St. Thomas, Brannon learned
sheep as they swarmed past him.
The sheep graze on the rich grasses that the role of blessing the sheep fell to
The event was the annual sheep pa- in the high mountain meadows during whoever was the church’s rector because
rade, when hundreds of the four-legged the summer months. In the fall, they a parishioner helped found the festival.
woollies are herded out of the Sawtooth are brought down and taken to warmer
Or, as Brannon likes to point out,
Mountains and driven along Ketchum’s climates to spend the winter.
“They are Episcopal sheep.”
main thoroughfare past cheering spec“I love doing this … The shepherd’s
The event also includes the Sheep
tators.
crook
harkens to that ‘good shepherd’
Folklife Fair, Sheep Tales Storytelling,
The parade, complete with sheep, a Lamb Dine-Around, sheep dog trials, image,” he said.
historic wagons, dancers and musicians, multicultural performances, culinary
Although he can’t associate anyone
is part of the Trailing of the Sheep Festi- events, a fiber festival and Sheepherder’s joining his congregation with his role
val, held annually since 1997, honoring Ball.
in the festival, he often is asked for his
the area’s sheep-ranching heritage that
The highlight is Sunday when a blessing, a task that once included blessdates to the 1860s.
large herd of sheep is brought out of ing a cowboy and his horse. n

By Mike Patterson
Episcopal News Service
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intimidated by trying to read the Bible
at their skill of reading.”
“He discovered that because of the
limited readership that even those in
seminary had a hard time with translated materials,” she said. “Some of the
cultural bias was one thing. The other
was that sometimes the vocabulary was
just beyond them.”
“That became the foundation for
what he did,” she said. “He decided to
go back and get an advanced degree in
literacy and went to Honduras with the
objective of teaching people how to read.
They had only a 40 percent literacy rate.
He felt that was fertile ground.”
He used radio programs to reinforce
readings and “then said to himself that
he needed to find things for them to
read. That’s when he began writing these
booklets,” she said.
“He took different biblical characters
and retold their story in contemporary
language and used a vocabulary list that
inexpert readers or the newly literate could
understand,” she said. “What he discovered was that not only did these people
who were newly literate respond to these
but a lot of the ministers and Bible study
leaders found the material very useful.”
Ministers even began referencing his
work for sermons. “He really wanted
folks to feel a personal connection with
Scripture and with the gospel — That
it was not something that was out there
but it was something they could really
relate to,” she said.
Writing the books of Bible stories was
not Fountain’s only publishing success.
He also formed a publishing company
in Mexico with offices in Costa Rica and
published the writings of many Christian
authors as well as some of his own work.
His book, “Hermeneutics,” is still used
in some seminaries in South America.
Willingham’s vision is to carry on
her father’s mission by continuing to
provide material that’s readable for any
level, primarily in Spanish. For more
information, contact Libros de la Fuente
at delafuente.libros@gmail.com. n
Mike Patterson is a freelance writer and
photographer. He attends St. Michael and All
Angels Episcopal Church in Blanco, Texas.
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Baltimore parish helping to resettle Syrian family
By M. Dion Thompson

F

or kids from Syria who never
have seen microwaved popcorn,
it seems like magic. If you don’t
think so, just ask Muriel “Jigger”
Kratz, a refugee sponsor, about the
time she introduced the Almuhammad
children to the snack.
She put a nearly flat bag into the microwave, then, after a few minutes and
quite a few pops — Voila!
“I felt like the greatest magician in the
world,” said Kratz, adding that the five
kids, ages 3 to 10, went through about
a dozen bags of popcorn before their
mother intervened.
The children and their father,
Abdulla, and mother, Maha, are Syrian
refugees who arrived in Baltimore this
summer through the combined efforts
of Emmanuel Episcopal Church and
Lutheran Social Services.
“This project was really a touchstone
about the nearness of God,” said the Rev.
Mary Sulerud, interim rector at Emmanuel. “It’s very satisfying. It’s very powerful.”
The project began last fall when
stories about the Syrian refugee crisis
garnered headlines and led the evening
news. Graphic photos of a 3-yearold boy whose body washed up on a
Turkish beach illustrated the war’s toll in

heartbreaking detail.
Everywhere, people wondered how
they could help. The parishioners at
Emmanuel were no different. Kratz took
her concerns to the Rev. Jim Hamilton,
who was then serving the church.
“I asked him, ‘Can we adopt a family?’ And he said, ‘Yeah. Let’s go for it,’”
Kratz recalled.
So began Emmanuel’s involvement.
Parishioners and friends joined in, contributing time, talent and treasure. Sulerud and Kratz estimate the total cost at
more than $15,000.
The Almuhammads, who are Muslim,
are among an estimated 4.8 million Syrians who have escaped a war that has killed
nearly 500,000 people during the past six
years. According to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), another 6.6 million Syrians have
been forced to flee their homes, though
they have not left the country.
The Almuhammads’ journey began
more than three years ago, after government tanks rolled into their village southeast of Damascus and started destroying
houses. Though the family’s home was
spared, they no longer felt safe. They
stayed in Syria until their twin daughters were born, then left. Their first stop
was one of the sprawling refugee camps
in Jordan. They then paid to live outside

the camp and were put in touch with the
UNHCR.
Slowly, the family made its way
through the labyrinthine resettlement
process. On July 22, 2016, they arrived
in America. Other family members have
fled to Saudi Arabia, Canada, Germany,
Jordan, even Maryland, while some remain in Syria, said Kratz. Before fleeing
Syria, Abdulla worked as a foreman in an
aluminum factory, while Maha taught
early education.
Once in Baltimore, the Almuhammads, who are struggling to learn English, needed lodging, schooling for the
children and help getting around the
city. Emmanuel’s parishioners and Lutheran Social Services found a home in
a neighborhood just north of Baltimore,
an area near many of the volunteers who
have been involved in the effort.
“I wanted them to feel embraced by
the church,” said Kratz. “And I wanted
them in a neighborhood where they
could be physically safe until they could
speak English. … They’re sort of caught
between two worlds.”
The family and some of the volunteers also were introduced to the socialservices system.
“The congregation has been overwhelmingly supportive,” Sulerud said.
“The only criticism I have heard was a

gentle reminder to be sure we don’t lose
sight of our enduring commitment to
folks in our city of Baltimore, who have
many of these same needs. It has opened
a conversation about what it would
mean to reach out in these same ways to
a family in need in the city.”
Kratz said she now had “a lot more
empathy for the poor at this point. Even
things like WIC [Women, Infants, and
Children, a federal social-services program] are ridiculously complicated.”
The Syrian family will receive rent
assistance for about six months as they
acquaint themselves with their new life.
Kratz said the eldest son had fallen in
love with soccer and become quite good
at the sport. More important, she said,
is that his teammates and their families
have become part of the network helping
his family.
Looking back, Kratz marvels over an
experience that will have a lasting effect
not only for the family but also for Emmanuel and for herself.
“Was it worth it? Are you kidding?
It’s one of the best things I’ve ever done
in my life,” said Kratz. “This is good for
the church. I think it has brought us
together.” n
The Rev. M. Dion Thompson is a priest
in the Diocese of Maryland.
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